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As you read this book it is important for me to
first mention that this is not an exhaustive list
of all the blessings God has given to us in
Scripture. Read the Word of God daily and
discover even more blessings that are yours in
Christ. These 100 blessings are a great guide
to better understanding what is your spiritual
inheritance and who you have become in
Christ. "When you believed the good news
about Jesus, you were sealed in Him
(Ephesians 1:13). All the blessings of Heaven
are found in Him (Ephesians 1:3), and in Him,
we have redemption, forgiveness, and
righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21, Ephesians
1:7). All the promises of God are yes in Him (2
Corinthians 1:20), and in Him, you have been
made complete (Colossians 2:10). In Jesus, we
live and move and have our being (Acts
17:28). In union with the Lord, you lack no
good thing. In Him, you are holy, righteous,
and perfectly pleasing to God."?

By acknowledging that in Christ, you are
lacking nothing good that is how you are
enabled to continue forward in faith. When God
bestowed Jesus upon us, He not only gave us
His best but also everything we need in life.
We are abundantly rich because we possess
Christ. When we feel weak, Jesus provides us
strength. When we experience distress and
anxiety, He offers us peace. When we feel
vulnerable and all alone, Jesus is our shield

1Paul Ellis. The Grace Commentary.
https://thegracecommentary.com/colossians-2/#colossians2v10
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and is with us. And when we are unwell, Jesus
brings healing and restores our health.

Through Christ, we have received every
spiritual blessing available. In Him, we have
been made complete. Rather than asking Jesus
to accomplish what He has already done in
prayer like asking for forgiveness, why not
express gratitude for His completed work?
“Thank you, Jesus, that through You, I am
forgiven. I am as righteous and holy as You
are, and I am eternally pleasing to God!"?

Blessing #1: I am complete in Jesus
(Colossians 2:9-14).

Colossians 2:9-10 states:

“For in Him the whole fullness of deity dwells
bodily, and you have been filled in Him, who is
the head of all rule and authority.”

This passage emphasizes the profound nature
of Christ’s identity and His divine attributes. It
declares that the fullness of deity resides in
Him bodily. Jesus, as the Son of God, is the
embodiment of God’s complete nature, power,
and authority. As believers, we are united with
Christ through faith. Through this union, we
are filled with Him, and by extension, we share

2Paul Ellis. Continue in the Faith (Colossians 1:23).
https://escapetoreality.org/2014/03/12/continue-in-the-faith-colossians-
123/
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in His fullness. It is through this connection
with Christ that we find our completeness.

This completeness in Christ is further
emphasized in Colossians 2:13-14:

“And you, who were dead in your trespasses
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made alive together with Him, having forgiven
us all our trespasses, by canceling the record
of debt that stood against us with its legal
demands. This He set aside, nailing it to the
cross.”

These verses highlight the transformative
power of Christ’s work on the cross. Before
coming to faith in Christ, we were spiritually
dead, separated from God because of our sins.
But through His sacrifice, we are made alive
with Him. Our sins are forgiven, and the record
of our debt, which stood against us, is
canceled. This act of grace and mercy is
symbolized by nailing our sins and the legal
demands of the Law to the cross.

In light of these verses, the blessing of being
complete in Christ becomes evident. Through
our faith in Him, we are united with the Son of
God, and His fullness becomes our own. We
are no longer spiritually dead but made alive in
Him. Our sins are forgiven, and the burden of
guilt and condemnation is removed. In Christ,
we find our true identity and purpose, and we
have access to the abundant life He offers.
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Being complete in Christ means that we lack
nothing spiritually. In Him, we have the
resources, power, and authority to live out our
calling and fulfill God’s purposes for our lives.
We are equipped to navigate the challenges of
life, to grow in our relationship with God, and
to bear witness to His love and truth in the
world.

This blessing of completeness in Christ brings
freedom, peace, and joy. It assures us that we
are accepted, loved, and valued by God. It
invites us to walk in confidence, knowing that
we have been made whole through our union
with Christ. It is a blessing that encompasses
our spiritual, emotional, and relational well-
being, as we find our true fulfillment in Him.

Our completeness in Christ also includes our
unity with other believers. We are part of a
larger spiritual family, the Body of Christ,
where each member has a unique role and
purpose. Together, we form a complete and
functioning body, supporting and edifying one
another. This unity in Christ brings a sense of
belonging, support, and encouragement as we
journey together in faith.

Blessing #2: I am a new creation; old things
have passed away; all things have become
new (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Before coming to Christ, you were captive to
sin, struggling with all of what sin brings
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including, fear, anxiety, guilt, and more.
However, that old version of you is gone. It
died and was crucified with Christ the moment
you first believed. According to Paul, you no
longer live, but Christ lives in you (Galatians
2:20). This makes you a new creation—a
beloved child of God who is holy, blameless,
and pure.

Although those previously mentioned struggles
may still arise, you now have the perfect love
of God to cast them out. If impatience arises,
remember that the new you in Christ is
patient, loving, and kind. Remind yourself of
who you are now. Any aspects of your former
self that you disliked are no longer relevant.
You now live in a new victorious reality.
Christ’s life has become your own.

2 Corinthians 5:17 declares that in Christ, you
are the new you. Paul is writing about the
condition of the believer not the practice of the
believer. The words “in Christ” is your position,
not your practice.

To fully understand the implications of being a
new creation it is important to consider what
comes before and after 2 Corinthians 5:17.

Verse 16 states, “So from now on, we regard
no one from a worldly point of view. Though
we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so
no longer.” From the moment we gained this
new perspective of Christ’s death for us,
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worldly standards and distinctions such as race
or class no longer matter. Paul looks at all
people through the lens of the cross of Christ.
Before his conversion, Paul viewed Christ and
people based on his previous beliefs and
biases. However, after encountering Jesus, he
no longer saw Christ or people in the same
way. Distinctions only matter in the old way of
living. In Christ, you are new, so it no longer
matters whether you were a Jew or a Gentile,
a slave or free, or male or female. What
matters is that you are a new creation in
Christ.

Therefore, because we are new creations in
Christ, we have a new mission (2 Corinthians
5:18-19), and our perspective of Jesus and
others has changed (2 Corinthians 5:16).

The extent to which you can receive from
Jesus corresponds to your perception of Him. It
is crucial to perceive Jesus as more than just a
Rabbi or teacher but as the Savior and
Redeemer. Until we recognize Jesus as the
“Sent One” who sacrificed Himself for our sins
(John 9:7), we will struggle to fully grasp His
goodness.

Verse 18 states, “All this is from God, who
reconciled us to Himself through Christ and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” This
raises the question: What is the ministry of
reconciliation? Unfortunately, this topic is not
frequently taught or discussed in Christian
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circles. However, as believers, we have been
given the responsibility of being ministers of
reconciliation.

To understand the ministry of reconciliation,
we need to recognize that it is not a made-up
job title at a large church. It is a gift from God,
and it is part of our life calling. We are
ministers of the restoration of God’s favor to
repentant sinners through the expiatory death
of Christ.3

Wherever God has placed you and whatever
gifts He has given you, they are meant to be
used to share the good news of the Gospel—
that in Christ, there is favor with God forever.
This is our mission as ministers of
reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18).

Therefore, as new creations in Christ (2
Corinthians 5:17), we are ambassadors for
Christ. It is as though God is making His
appeal through us. This means that we are
authorized by God to bring the message of the
Messiah into the world. The old version of you
is gone, and the new you has been given the
gift of proclaiming Jesus to others. You are a
minister of “reconciliation” (katallagé)#: of the
restoration of the favor of God to sinners that
repent and put their trust in the expiatory
death of Christ. Wherever God has placed you,

Shttps://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2643/kjv/tr/0-1/
4lbid.
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whatever gifting He has given to you, it shall
be used to tell others the good news of the
Gospel of Jesus that in Christ there is favor
with God forever. This is once again reiterated
at the end of the next verse: "God was
reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not
counting people’s sins against them.” And He
has committed to us this message or Word of
reconciliation.

Paul reinforces the supremacy of the ministry
of reconciliation and the only thing he changes
is he calls it a "word” or "“message” of
reconciliation instead of a ministry. He uses the
Greek word ‘Logos”.> In chapter 1 of John, John
identifies Christ as the Logos. What this means
in this subtle shift is that the way we Proclaim
the favor of God (the ministry of reconciliation)
is by proclaiming Christ as the reconciler and
the only way to bring restoration in our
relationship with God our Father (2 Corinthians
5:19).

In Christ, Paul writes that you don’t get a
makeover. God didn’t polish off some of the
ugliness in our lives, He made you into a new
person. The moment you lean in and receive
the love of God in Jesus you are instantly
translated in Jesus and covered in Him. He has
got you. He will never leave you because He is
in you.

Shttps://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g3056/kjv/tr/0-1/

27




“Therefore, we are ambassadors (presbeuo)®
for Christ, as though God were making an
appeal through us.”

So, Paul’s claim is quite astounding in that we
are the Messiah’s envoys and God has
authorized us as the ones who bring the
Messiah’s message into the world. The old you
is gone and the new you has a gift from God to
tell others about Jesus. You are a minister of
reconciliation called and qualified by God as
the ambassador of Jesus Christ with the
message that the favor of God, forgiveness,
adoption into the family of God, and
everlasting life is available to even the worst
sinners that repent and put their trust in the
death of Christ on their behalf.

Blessing #3: I am adopted into God’s family

(John 1:12, Ephesians 1:5, Romans 8:15-17,

Galatians 4:4-7, 1 John 3:1-2, Ephesians 2:19
Galatians 3:26, John 1:12, Hebrews 2:10).

Adoption is a grace beyond and above
justification (Romans 8:15). In justification,
God acquits sinners of all charges against them
and declares them as righteous as Christ
Himself (2 Corinthians 5:21). In human
systems of justice, the accused is typically set
free, and both parties hope to never see each
other again. However, the divine judge not

Shttps://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G424
3&t=NIV
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only acquits us of all sins but also invites us to
be part of His family through adoption. He
becomes our Father, and we become lawful
heirs to all that He is and has.

The term “adoption” is only used by Paul in the
New Testament due to his Roman citizenship
and his understanding of how adoption was
perceived in the Roman world. In Roman
culture, adoption meant becoming an equal
son or daughter, with a new family name and
joint inheritance. John also emphasizes our
status as children of God without using the
term “adoption” directly, stating that we are
called children of God (1 John 3:1). The
concept of adoption signifies a profound
change in our relationship with God. As
unbelievers, we were alienated from Him, but
now, as adopted children, we truly belong to
Him. Paul emphasizes that our membership in
God’s family is secure and cannot be undone.

The story of Moses illustrates a parallel to our
adoption by God. Moses, an abandoned
Hebrew baby sentenced to death as a slave,
was found in the river and adopted by a royal
princess. Similarly, believers are adopted by
God, given His name, made heirs, and
promised His abundant life. God assures us
that we need not worry because He will take
care of us.

Calling God our Father carries a deep sense of
His love for us. Just as children call out to their
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father in times of fear or distress, we can call
upon God, our loving Father, for protection and
provision. Our Father’s heart is tender toward
us, and He desires to help and bless us
abundantly.

Sometimes we might wonder why God waits to
deliver His people from difficult circumstances,
just as the Israelites wondered during their
time in Egypt. God sent Moses as a deliverer
when He heard the groaning of the Israelites.
God hears our groans, even the smallest
expressions of pain, and responds to them. We
now have a special relationship with God as His
children, calling Him “Abba” Father. We also
have the Holy Spirit who intercedes for us in
our weakness when we don’t know how to pray
(Romans 8:26).

Jesus revealed the name “Father” to His
disciples, highlighting the unity and love that
comes from a revelation of the Father’s love.
By reminding His disciples of God’s care for
even the birds, Jesus assured us of our
Father’s provision for us too.

A little over 2,000 years ago Jesus hung on the
cross and for the first time during His time on
this Earth, the Father was not with Him. God
unleashed His righteous fury and Holy
indignation against all of our sins born in the
body of Jesus. In the darkness, we hear a cry
from Jesus. "My God, My God why hath thou
forsaken Me” (Matthew 27:46)? For the first
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time, Jesus addresses His Father not as Father,
but as "My God".

The reason, Jesus took our place is so that we
can take His. Because Jesus cried out "My God,
My God why hath Thou forsaken Me?” We can
now address God as our Father and respond
with praise for He has so greatly blessed us in
Jesus. Jesus died to restore you unto God as
your heavenly Father.

Blessing #4: 1 am made alive in Christ
(Ephesians 2:4-5, Colossians 2:13).

As we arise each morning, may this initial
thought shape the course of our day: Jesus
loves me, this I am certain of. Our lives rest in
the embrace of the One who loves us
flawlessly. In Him, we discover a liberation
unparalleled by anything else. We encounter
completeness and fulfillment, experiencing
genuine contentment and overflowing joy,
recognizing that Jesus” love surpasses all
others. He has bestowed His life upon us,
becoming an inseparable part of our existence.

“But God”. Surely this is one of the Bible’s
greatest phrases. "We were dead in our
trespasses and sins... but God....” “The Savior
was crucified and laid in a tomb... but God...”
(Acts 13:30). “Joseph’s brothers plotted evil
against him, but God...” (Genesis 50:20).
“Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker
was sick to the point of death, but God...”
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(Philippians 2:27). For the believer, God
always has the last word. No matter how bad
things get, He is still the great hope we cling
to. "My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is
the strength of my heart and my portion
forever” (Psalm 73:26).

“Because of His great love.” Some people have
trouble accepting grace because it sounds too

good to be true. "Why is God good to me? Why
did He send His Son to rescue me? How can He
accept me given the things I have done?” Paul
answers those questions. “"Because of His great
love with which He loved us.” God is both rich

in grace and mercy (Luke 1:58, Ephesians 1:7,
2:7, 1 Peter 1:3) and great grace (James 4:6).

The original word for love means to be well
pleased or fond of or contented with. This word
describes the unconditional love God the
Father has for His Son (John 3:35, 15:9,
17:26), and for His children (1 John 3:1).” God
is indiscriminate with His love. Even if you are
the worst sinner in the world (1 Timothy 1:15),
He loves you with the same sort of love He has
for Jesus (John 17:23).

Spiritual maturity recognizes that God loves
us, not on account of anything we have done,
but because of His great love. God is not mad

"https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g26/kjv/tr/0-1/
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at you, He's mad about you. He rejoices over
you with singing (Zechariah 3:17).8

Colossians 2:13 states clearly that we have
been forgiven of all our sins. If you remain
uncertain about God’s forgiveness of your sins,
you will also be uncertain about receiving His
undeserved favor.

No one can ever say, “"God accepted me
because of the good things I did.” You were
dead in your sins and without any redeeming
qualities when God raised you.

To be made alive by the Spirit of God
(Colossians 2:13) is to be born again (John
3:3) or born of God (John 1:13) or born of the
Spirit (John 3:8). This rebirth happens when
we put our faith in the Son of God (John 3:15).
The moment we turn to Jesus in faith, we cross
over from death to life (John 5:24, 1 John
3:14) and we receive the Spirit of God (Acts
2:38, Romans 8:9). We leave Adam’s family
and are adopted into the family of God.

God didn't just lift you out of the grave, He
placed you in Christ and made you a partaker
of His divine life (Ephesians 1:7). The word
grace is synonymous with Jesus. You have
been saved by grace (Ephesians 2:5) and
saved by Jesus (2 Timothy 1:9). We are
justified by grace (Romans 3:24) and justified

8Paul Ellis. https://thegracecommentary.com/ephesians-
2/#ephesians2v4
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by Jesus (Romans 4:25). The Gospel of grace
(Acts 20:24) is the Gospel of Jesus (2
Thessalonians 1:8).°

Blessing #5: I am greatly loved by God and
He delights in me (Zephaniah 3:17, John 3:16,
Ephesians 1:4, 2:4, Colossians 3:12, 1
Thessalonians 1:4).

“In Christ, you stand in agapé or unconditional
love. You cannot earn God'’s unconditional love.
Today, you are unconditionally loved in Christ.
The ultimate purpose of being in Christ is to
share in His life and bask in His love.”10
Believers can experience the blessing of God'’s
delight and pleasure, knowing that they are
cherished and deeply loved by Him.

Throughout the Bible, believers are repeatedly
reminded of God’s deep and abiding love for
them. It is a love that surpasses human
understanding, transcends circumstances, and
endures forever. Scripture consistently affirms
that believers are greatly loved by God,
inviting them into an intimate and life-
transforming relationship with Him.
Understanding and embracing this truth can
bring comfort, security, and a profound sense
of identity and purpose to believers as they
journey in faith.

9Paul Ellis. https://thegracecommentary.com/ephesians-
2/#ephesians2v5

10Dr, Matthew Webster. Heaven Come Down: Living as Citizens of
Heaven Today. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2021. p. 113.
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In Zephaniah 3:17, we are reminded of God’s
tender love as it is written, “The LORD your
God is in your midst, a mighty one who will
save; He will rejoice over you with gladness;
He will quiet you by His love; He will exult over
you with loud singing.” These words depict a
picture of God'’s deep joy and delight in His
beloved children. It portrays Him as a
compassionate and caring Father who finds
immense pleasure in His people, bringing
comfort and peace to their hearts.

John 3:16 encapsulates the very essence of
God’s love: “For God so loved the world, that
He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.”
This verse highlights the magnitude of God's
love for humanity. He loved us so profoundly
that He willingly sacrificed His Son, Jesus
Christ, to offer us eternal life. It demonstrates
the immeasurable value He places on each
individual, underscoring the depth of His love
for us.

Ephesians 1:4 further illuminates the extent of
God’s love, stating, “"Even as He chose us in
Him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and blameless before Him.”
This verse reveals that God’s love for us
predates our existence. Before the world was
even formed, He chose us and set us apart,
desiring our holiness and purity. It showcases
His intentional and unconditional love, which
surpasses any human comprehension.
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Continuing in Ephesians, we encounter another
powerful affirmation of God’s love in Ephesians
2:4: “But God, being rich in mercy, because of
the great love with which He loved us." Here,
we witness the richness of God’s mercy
intertwined with His great love. It emphasizes
that His love is not dependent on our
worthiness or merit but stems from His own
nature—overflowing with compassion and
kindness.

In Colossians 3:12, we are encouraged to
embrace the reality of God’s love in our lives:
“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience.” This verse
reminds us of our identity as God’s chosen and
beloved ones. It calls us to embody His love in
our interactions with others, reflecting His
character and extending His love to those
around us.

Finally, in 1 Thessalonians 1:4, we read, “For
we know, brothers loved by God, that He has
chosen you.” This verse reiterates the truth of
God’s love and His deliberate choice to select
us as His own. It assures us of His affectionate
gaze upon us, bringing a sense of security and
significance.

Blessing#6: I have the acceptance of God
(Ephesians 1:6, Romans 15:7).
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“You are not rejected. You are not an outcast.
You are not unworthy of approval. The Creator
of the Universe accepts you in Christ. You have
been relationally reconciled in Christ and are
pleasing to God."!

When Paul uses the term “accepted in the
beloved,” he is highlighting the positional and
relational standing of believers in Christ. The
phrase speaks of the favor and acceptance that
believers have received from God because of
their union with Jesus Christ. It signifies that,
through faith in Christ, believers are fully
accepted by God, not based on their own
merits or achievements, but solely through the
merits and achievements of Christ.

In the New Testament, the term “beloved” is
often used to refer to Jesus Christ Himself. It is
a title that signifies His unique relationship with
the Father and His belovedness in the eyes of
God. By being “accepted in the beloved,”
believers are identified with Christ and share in
His beloved status before God. They are united
with Him in such a way that they participate in
His acceptance and favor.

This acceptance in the beloved has profound
implications for believers. It means that we are
no longer viewed by God through the lens of
our sins, shortcomings, or failures. Instead, we
are seen through the lens of Christ’s

11Dr. Matthew Webster. Heaven Come Down: Living as Citizens of
Heaven Today. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2021. p. 114.
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righteousness and perfection. Through faith in
Jesus, believers are clothed with His
righteousness, and God views them as
completely righteous and accepted.

Being accepted in the beloved also carries the
assurance of God’s love, grace, and favor. It
means that believers have a secure and
unbreakable relationship with God. They have
access to Him as their loving Father and can
approach Him with confidence and boldness,
knowing that they are accepted and loved
unconditionally.

This acceptance by God motivates us to live in
a manner worthy of our calling. It encourages
us to walk in obedience, gratitude, and
holiness, not out of a desire to earn God’s
acceptance but as a response to the love and
grace we have received. This received love of
God fosters unity among believers since all are
accepted in the same beloved, Jesus Christ,
regardless of their background or status.

Blessing #7: I have redemption through His
Blood (Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 2:13, 1
Corinthians 1:30).

“Outside of Christ, you were a slave to sin and
death. You couldn’t buy or earn your way out
of it. The price for your freedom was the
precious blood of Jesus. Galatians 3:13-14:
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law
by becoming a curse for us. For it is written:
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“Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” He
redeemed us so that the blessing promised to
Abraham would come to the Gentiles in Christ
Jesus so that by faith we might receive the
promise of the Spirit.”12

“Redemption” refers to the act of being set free
or delivered from slavery or bondage through
the payment of a price. It signifies a liberation
or rescue made possible through a transaction
or ransom.

The phrase “through His blood” emphasizes the
means by which redemption is accomplished—
through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on
the cross. In the Old Testament sacrificial
system, the shedding of blood was required for
the forgiveness of sins (Leviticus 17:11). This
shed blood symbolized the life offered as a
substitute for the guilty, serving as a
temporary covering for sin in the Old
Testament.

In the New Testament, Jesus is portrayed as
the ultimate and perfect sacrifice—the Lamb of
God who takes away the sins of the world
(John 1:29). His death on the cross serves as
the ultimate act of atonement, offering full and
complete redemption for all who believe in
Him.

12Dr. Matthew Webster. Heaven Come Down: Living as Citizens of
Heaven Today. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2021. p. 114-115.
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The phrase “redemption through His blood”
highlights several key theological truths:

1. Atonement: Jesus’ sacrificial death
satisfies the righteous demands of God’s
justice. By shedding His blood, Jesus
pays the penalty for sin and reconciles
humanity to God. His death provides the
means for forgiveness and restoration of
the broken relationship between God and
humankind.

2. Forgiveness: The shedding of Jesus’
blood on the cross brings about the
forgiveness of sins. His sacrifice covers
the believer’s transgressions, removing
the guilt and consequences of sin.
Through faith in Christ, believers are no
longer held captive by their past sins but
are granted complete forgiveness and
reconciliation with God.

3. Liberation from Sin’s Power: The blood of
Jesus provides liberation from the power
and bondage of sin. Believers are set
free from the dominion of sin and its
eternal consequences. Through Christ’s
blood, they are redeemed from a life
enslaved to sin and granted the power to
live a new life in righteousness.

4. Costly Redemption: The phrase

emphasizes the high cost of redemption.
The shedding of Jesus’ blood
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demonstrates the depth of God’s love
and the extent to which He was willing to
go to rescue humanity from sin. It
underscores the immeasurable value of
the redemption accomplished through
Christ’s sacrificial death.
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Small Group Questions for Chapter 1
Experiencing Wholeness through Union
with Christ Part 1

Blessing #1: How does understanding the
completeness we have in Christ affect our
approach to prayer and our relationship with
God?

Blessing #2: As new creations in Christ, what
does it mean for us to be ministers of
reconciliation and ambassadors for Christ in
our daily lives?
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Blessing #3: What does it mean for us to be
adopted into God’s family, and how does this
understanding of God as our Father impact our
relationship with Him?

Blessing #4: Reflecting on the passage in
Ephesians 2:4-5 and Colossians 2:13, how
does God’s great love and grace transform our
lives? What does it mean to be made alive in
Christ and to be saved by His grace?
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Blessing #5: Can you share a specific moment
or experience from your life when you tangibly
felt the deep love of God and realized that He
delights in you?

Blessing #6: How has knowing that you are
unconditionally accepted by God influenced the
way you view yourself, relate to others, and
approach your relationship with God?
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Blessing #7: How has the realization of being
redeemed by Jesus’ sacrifice impacted your
perspective on sin, forgiveness, and the value
of your relationship with God?
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Chapter 2
Experiencing Wholeness through Union
with Christ Part 2
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Blessing #8: I have the forgiveness of Sins
(Ephesians 1:7 Colossians 1:14, Romans
3:24).

The forgiveness of sins is made possible only
through Jesus Christ and His sacrificial death
on the cross. He is the source and means of
our forgiveness, and it is by placing our faith in
Him that we receive this forgiveness.

Two statements in the Bible have confused
some people when it comes to forgiveness
because they appear to contradict each other.
However, this confusion arises when one is
uncertain about the Covenant they are living
under. Let's examine these statements:

1. “If you forgive men when they sin
against you, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you” (Matthew 6: 14)

2. “Forgive as the Lord forgave you”
(Colossians 3:13).

At first glance, these statements may seem
different in terms of who initiates forgiveness.
The first statement suggests that forgiveness
starts with us, while the second statement
implies that forgiveness begins with God.
However, both of these statements can be
reconciled in Jesus Christ.

Jesus fulfilled the condition for forgiveness
when He went to the cross. It's important to
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note that when Jesus spoke in Matthew 6:14,
He had not yet died, and the New Covenant
had not yet begun. Those who heard Jesus’
words were still living under the Law.

To provide a clearer explanation of
forgiveness, Jesus told the story of the
unmerciful servant in Matthew 18:23. In this
story, a king wanted to settle accounts with his
servants. One servant had an enormous debt
he couldn’t repay. The king planned to sell the
servant, his family, and all his possessions to
settle the debt. The servant pleaded for mercy,
and the king moved with compassion and
canceled the debt.

Imagine yourself as the person with an
overwhelming debt, on the verge of being sold
into slavery along with your loved ones.
However, at the king’s command, your debt is
instantly forgiven, and everything you hold
dear is restored to you. In such a situation,
wouldn’t you sing praises to the king? Wouldn't
you proclaim the king’s goodness? Wouldn't
you go home and embrace your family,
knowing that the king’s mercy has given you a
future together?

Ephesians 4:32 emphasizes this concept: “Be
kind and compassionate to one another,
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God
forgave you.” It reminds us to extend the
same forgiveness to others that we have
received from God through Christ.
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The plot twist in the story of the unmerciful
servant is that the servant did not respond as
expected. Instead of being transformed by the
king’s mercy, he left unchanged. In the very
next verse, he encountered someone who
owed him a small amount of money and
demanded immediate payment. When that
person couldn’t pay, the unmerciful servant
had him thrown into prison. When the king
learned about this, he revoked his merciful
judgment and handed the unmerciful servant
over to the tormentors.

While many view this story as a moral lesson,
Jesus described it as a depiction of the
Kingdom of Heaven. Each of us had a debt we
could not repay, and God, in His mercy, paid
that debt on our behalf. The Law that stood
against us was fully satisfied.

There are only two possible responses to God’s
generosity. One response is to express
gratitude and acknowledge the amazing grace
received. We become forever grateful, sharing
with others what God has done so they may
also experience His grace and mercy. The
other response mirrors that of the unmerciful
servant - remaining unrepentant and
unchanged by God’s goodness.

When the topic of forgiveness arises, some
individuals refer to Mark 11:25. "When you
stand praying, if you hold anything against
anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in
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Heaven may forgive you your sins” (Mark
11:25). This verse doesn’t mean what you
might assume. Our forgiveness is not
dependent on whether we have perfectly
forgiven everyone else, but rather it is because
of Jesus. In 1 John 2:12, it is stated: “I am
writing to you, dear children, because your sins
have been forgiven on account of His name.”

To address the question raised by Mark 11:25,
we must consider who Jesus was speaking to
in the context of Mark 11. Jesus was
addressing those who were living under the
Law at that time. This is evident because Jesus
had not yet died and established the New
Covenant in which we now live. Therefore, the
message is clear: if you attempt to earn
salvation, you will find it impossible. One of the
requirements of living completely righteous
under the Law would be to forgive everyone
who has wronged you perfectly all the time.

Now, here's the good news: Jesus came and
fulfilled this requirement on our behalf. When
we envision the crucifixion, we see people
mocking Jesus, spitting on Him, insulting Him,
and casting lots for His clothes. Despite being
crucified for our sins, the people who rejected
Him hung a sign over His head, mocking Him,
saying, "THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS."
They challenged Him, saying, “He saved
others; let Him save Himself if He is God’s
Messiah, the Chosen One.” How did Jesus
respond? He responded with kindness and
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compassion, saying, “Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they are doing” (Luke
23:34).

Only Jesus perfectly forgave everyone all the
time. Since Jesus died in our place, exchanging
His life for ours, and imparted His
righteousness to us, we can interpret Jesus’
statement through the lens of grace. “If you
hold anything against anyone, forgive them...”
it serves as an encouragement to walk in the
grace of a Father who has already forgiven us
in Christ. Instead of focusing on those who
have wronged us, let us shift our attention to
the One who has saved us and forgiven us.
Relationships flourish not because the guilty
are punished, but because the innocent show
mercy.

“The original word “forgiving” (charizomai)
means to show favor or kindness. They are
closely related to the word that means grace
(charis). In context, both words mean
unconditional forgiveness (Colossians 2:13,
3:13). When we receive the unconditional
forgiveness of God, we are empowered to be
unconditionally forgiving of others. We need to
be fully persuaded that we are completely and
eternally forgiven. We were not forgiven
because we said or did the right things. We
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were forgiven on account of His great love and
grace (Ephesians 1:7, 1 John 2:12)."13

Redemption and forgiveness are
interconnected concepts in Christianity.
Through Christ’s redemption, which
encompasses His sacrificial death and
triumphant Resurrection, believers are
liberated from the power and consequences of
sin. This redemption leads to the forgiveness of
sins, bringing about restoration and
reconciliation with God.

Forgiveness of sins is not something that can
be earned or deserved; rather, it is a gift
bestowed through God’s grace. Forgiveness is
a manifestation of His love, mercy, and
unmerited favor toward humanity, despite our
sinful nature. God’s grace is abundant,
extravagant, and freely offered to all who place
their faith in Christ.

The four fundamental characteristics of
redemption, as described in Romans 3:23-26,
are as follows:

1. Bondage: Romans 3:23 states that all
have sinned and fall short of God’s glory,
and John 8:34 affirms that those who sin
are enslaved by it. We were all in
bondage to sin, unable to free ourselves
from its grip.

Bpaul Ellis. The Grace Commentary.
https://thegracecommentary.com/ephesians-4/#ephesians4v32.
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However, through faith in Jesus Christ,
believers have been set free from sin and have
become servants of righteousness (Romans
6:17-18). Just as we couldn’t redeem
ourselves or liberate ourselves from sin, we
cannot maintain our salvation.

2. Redeemer: Romans 3:24 declares that
believers are justified freely by God’s
grace through the redemption found in
Christ Jesus. A Redeemer is someone
who intervenes to liberate those in
bondage, paying the price required for
their release. Job 19:25 states, “I know
that my Redeemer lives and that in the
end, He will stand on the Earth.”
Galatians 3:13-14 further affirms that
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the
Law by becoming a curse for us, enabling
the blessing promised to Abraham to
extend to the Gentiles through faith.

3. Ransom: Romans 3:25 explains that God
presented Jesus as an atoning sacrifice
through faith in His blood, demonstrating
His righteousness by passing over sins
previously committed. The ransom refers
to the price paid by the Redeemer to
cancel the existing bondage. As Jesus
Himself stated, “"The Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to
give His life as a ransom for many"
(Matthew 20:28).
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4. Freedom: Romans 3:26 reveals that
God’s purpose in redeeming us through
Christ was to demonstrate His
righteousness and to justify those who
have faith in Jesus. Through our
Redeemer, we are no longer slaves to sin
but have been granted freedom. This
freedom restores us to our original state
of being, just as we were created before
the fall. Galatians 5:1 affirms, “It is for
freedom that Christ has set us free.
Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke
of slavery.”

In summary, the concept of redemption
encompasses the bondage we were in, the
need for a Redeemer to pay the price of our
release, the ransom that was paid through
Christ’s sacrifice, and the freedom we now
experience as a result. Through redemption
and forgiveness, we are justified and made
righteous in the sight of God, regaining the
right standing with Him that Adam and Eve
enjoyed before sin entered the world.

Blessing #9: The riches of His grace abound
to you (Ephesians 1:7-8).

“Grace means “unmerited favor.” Abound
means “to have in abundance.” In Christ, there
is an abundant measure of unmerited favor
flowing to your life like a river that will last
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from here into the never-ending depths of
eternity.”14

“Riches of His grace abound to you” conveys
the abundant and overflowing nature of God’s
grace toward believers. It emphasizes the
immeasurable wealth of God’s grace that is
poured out generously and lavishly upon those
who are in a relationship with Him.

Here are five profound insights we gain from

the phrase Paul used:

#1 “Riches” refers to wealth, abundance, or an
overflowing supply. God’s grace is described as
rich because it is vast, inexhaustible, and fully
capable of meeting every spiritual need of
believers. It is not limited or scarce but
boundless and overflowing. This emphasizes
the extravagant and generous nature of God’s
grace toward His children.

#2 “Abound to you” indicates an overflowing or
superabundant measure of grace. It conveys
the idea that God’s grace is not only sufficient
for salvation but exceeds all expectations and
goes far beyond what is necessary. It is grace
that goes above and beyond what we deserve
or can comprehend, pouring out in copious
amounts.

14Dr. Matthew Webster. Heaven Come Down: Living as Citizens of
Heaven Today. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2021. p. 115-116.
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#3 God takes the initiative in extending His
grace to believers. It is not something earned
or merited but freely given out of God’s love,
kindness, and mercy. God’s grace is not based
on our worthiness or performance but flows
from His nature and character.

#4 God’s grace is a gift that is an ongoing and
overflowing provision that continually brings
redemption, restoration, and forgiveness.

#5 The phrase “which He lavished upon us”
portrays the extravagant and lavish nature of
God’s grace. It suggests that God’s grace is not
given sparingly or reluctantly but poured out in
great abundance. It reflects the overwhelming
generosity and love of God toward His people.

Blessing #10: I have the privilege of
unrestricted access to the Father, enabling me
to approach Him with freedom and confidence

(Ephesians 2:18, 3:12).

Imagine a divided city, separated by a deep
and wide river. On one side of the river, people
from different backgrounds and cultures live in
their isolated communities.

One day, a bridge is miraculously constructed
across the river, connecting both sides of the
city. This bridge becomes a symbol of hope,
reconciliation, and unity. People from all walks
of life begin to cross the bridge, embracing one
another as fellow citizens of the same city.
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In Ephesians 2:18, the apostle Paul reminds us
that through Jesus Christ, we have access to
the Father by one Spirit. Just as the bridge
over the river united the divided city, Jesus
bridges the gap between humanity and God.
He tears down the walls of hostility, bringing
reconciliation and peace.

The cross is our bridge to connects us to God.

God's Remedy :
God
P Rom. 6:23: The gift
I ’ of God Is eternal life.

Ephesians. 2:8-9: Jesus Christ Rom. 5:8: While we
were still sinners,
Christ died for us.

Grace through faith
Not human effort (not
works)

ETERNAL DEATH

ETERNAL LIFE

15

As believers, we are called to be bridge
builders in our communities and beyond,
bringing people to God through the ministry of
reconciliation we have been given. We have
the privilege of extending the love and grace of
Christ to those who are different from us. We
can break down the walls of prejudice, division,
and hatred, and invite others to experience the

15Bridge to Life. https://fromans1015.com/bridge-to-life/
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unity and peace found in a relationship with
God through Jesus Christ.

Through Christ, we have the power to
overcome our differences and work towards
building a world where all people, regardless of
their background, can experience the love and
acceptance of God.

Through faith in Jesus Christ, believers have
unrestricted access to the Father. In Ephesians
2:18, Paul writes, “For through Him [Christ] we
both have access in one Spirit to the Father.”
This means that there are no barriers or
limitations that prevent believers from
approaching God. In the Old Testament, access
to God was restricted, and only certain
individuals, like priests, could enter the
presence of God. However, in Christ, this
barrier has been removed, and all believers
have direct access to the Father.

The privilege of access to the Father empowers
believers to approach Him with freedom. They
no longer need to fear or hesitate in coming to
God because of their sins or unworthiness.
Through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, their sins
are forgiven, and they are declared righteous
before God. This freedom enables believers to
approach God boldly, without fear or
condemnation.

The privilege of unrestricted access to the
Father signifies the intimate relationship that
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believers have with God. They have a close,
personal connection with the Father, and they
can approach Him as their loving and
compassionate Father. The access to the Father
is made possible by the Holy Spirit. It is
through the indwelling presence of the Holy
Spirit that believers are united with Christ and
have communion with the Father. The Spirit
empowers, guides, and assures believers as
they approach God in prayer and worship.

Blessing#11: I have been brought near to
God through Christ’s blood (Ephesians 2:13).

Before coming to faith in Christ, all people are
spiritually separated from God due to sin.
Ephesians 2:12 describes this state, saying,
“remember that you were at that time
separated from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the
covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world.” However, through
Christ’s blood, a way has been provided for
reconciliation. Believers are brought near to
God, and the barrier of sin is removed,
allowing for a restored relationship. The phrase
“through Christ's blood” emphasizes the
atoning sacrifice made by Jesus on the cross.
In the Old Testament, the shedding of blood
was required for the forgiveness of sins
(Leviticus 17:11). The blood of Jesus is
portrayed as the ultimate and perfect sacrifice
that provides forgiveness, reconciliation, and
the opportunity for believers to draw near to
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God. It is through the shedding of His blood
that the price for sin is paid and the way to
God is opened.

Ephesians 2:13 underscores the cost of
reconciliation. It highlights the depth of God’s
love and the extent to which He was willing to
go to bring people to Himself. Christ’s blood
represents the sacrifice and suffering endured
on behalf of humanity, demonstrating God'’s
unfathomable love and grace.

Once upon a time, in a quaint village nestled
among lush meadows, lived a young woman
named Sophia. Sophia had grown up in a
family deeply rooted in the Christian faith.
From a young age, she had been taught about
the significance of Jesus’ shed blood and its
power to bring people closer to God.

Sophia, however, struggled to fully grasp the
depth of this concept. She felt a longing in her
heart, yearning for a more profound
connection with God. Seeking guidance, she
decided to visit the village's elder, a gentle and
wise man named Benjamin.

One peaceful afternoon, Sophia made her way
to Benjamin’s cozy cottage on the edge of the
village. She shared her thoughts and
confusion, expressing her desire to understand
how Jesus’ shed blood could truly bring her
nearer to God.
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Benjamin listened attentively, his eyes filled
with empathy. He began to share a story,
hoping it would illuminate Sophia’s heart and
shed light on her quest for understanding.

“Many years ago,” Benjamin began, “there was
a prosperous landowner who possessed a
magnificent orchard filled with luscious fruits
and fragrant blossoms. The orchard was a
place of abundant life and beauty, a reflection
of the landowner’s love for nature. People from
all around would come, hoping to experience
the orchard’s splendor.”

“One fateful day, tragedy struck the orchard. A
devastating fire consumed the land, leaving
the once-thriving orchard in ashes. The trees
were charred, the fruits reduced to cinders,
and the orchard’s vibrant essence disappeared.
Visitors ceased to come, and the landowner’s
heart ached with sorrow.”

“But the landowner had a daughter, a
compassionate and selfless young woman
named Isabella. Witnessing her father’s
anguish, she made a heartfelt decision to
restore the orchard to its former glory. Isabella
toiled day and night, working tirelessly to
replant trees, nurture the soil, and revive the
orchard’s bountiful life.”

“After months of unwavering dedication, the

orchard began to bloom once again. The trees
grew tall and robust, the fruits ripened with
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flavors, and the orchard regained its
enchanting allure. Word spread far and wide
about the orchard’s miraculous revival, and
people returned to savor its beauty.”

Benjamin paused, meeting Sophia's gaze with
a gentle smile. “Sophia, you see, just as the
orchard was brought back to life through
Isabella’s sacrificial efforts, so too were we, as
humans, brought near to God through Jesus’
ultimate sacrifice, His shed blood. Jesus
worked selflessly to restore our broken
relationship with God. His sacrifice on the cross
was an act of love that cleansed us from our
sins and made it possible for us to draw near
to God.”

Sophia listened intently, her heart-stirring with
newfound comprehension. She realized that
just as the orchard had been transformed, so
could her own life be transformed through faith
in Jesus’ sacrifice. From that day forward,
Sophia embraced the truth of being brought
near to God through Jesus’ shed blood, and her
relationship with God flourished, filling her with
peace and joy.

And so, in the quaint village, Sophia became a
testament to the transformative power of
God’s love, sharing her story of redemption
and reminding others that through Jesus’
costly sacrifice, they too could be brought near
to God, and like the garden that was brought
back to radiant beauty, their lives in Christ
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would display His beauty and abundant life He
offers.

“In the year 1871, archaeologists, digging
around the temple site in Jerusalem, actually
uncovered the very stone marked with this
warning. These were the actual words,
translated from both the Hebrew and the
Greek: “"No man of another race is to proceed
within the partition and enclosing wall about
the sanctuary. Any one arrested there will
have himself to blame for the penalty of death
which will be imposed as a consequence.”

Now, the wall is a symbol. Paul says the
hostility it represented was demolished in
Jesus Christ. At best, the Jews treated the
Gentiles with aloofness; at worst, they
despised and hated them. There was enormous
hostility between these two peoples.”16

The blood of Jesus serves as the exclusive
means for sinful humanity to approach God. It
is through His blood that God has ordained a
path for all diverse communities to unite in
harmony, specifically by collectively being
brought near to God in Christ. Through faith in
Jesus, we traverse the boundary separating
two distinct periods — from a state of
estrangement prior to the cross, to a state of
reconciliation after the cross. This

16Ray Stedman. Authentic Christianity. The Prince of Peace.
https://www.raystedman.org/new-testament/ephesians/the-prince-of-
peace
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reconciliation extends not only to our
relationship with God but also to our
relationships with one another, transcending
divisions among various ethnic groups.

Blessing #12: I am born again of the
incorruptible seed of the Word of God, which
lives and abides forever (1 Peter 1:23).

We are born again of the incorruptible seed of
God’s Word which lives and abides forever.

The phrase “born again” signifies a spiritual
rebirth that occurs when a person believes in
Jesus Christ and receives Him as their Savior.
This concept is also referred to as being “born
of the Spirit” (John 3:3-7). It represents a
radical change in the believer’s nature,
position, and destiny. Through this new birth,
believers are spiritually regenerated, receiving
a new life and identity in Christ.

The phrase “incorruptible seed” refers to the
Word of God, which is the means through
which the new birth takes place. Just as a seed
contains the potential for new life, the Word of
God has the power to bring about spiritual
transformation and newness of life. God’s Word
benefits every part of our bodies. Proverbs
4:20-22 says, "My son, pay attention to what
I say; turn your ear to my words. Do not let
them out of your sight, keep them within your
heart; for they are life to those who find them
and health to one’s whole body.” When you
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spend time in God’s Word, it brings life and
health not only to your physical body, but to
your entire being including your spirit and soul.
This seed is incorruptible, meaning it is
imperishable, enduring, and unchanging. It
represents the eternal truth and life-giving
power of God’s Word.

The only way to salvation is through God’s
Word, the incorruptible seed, Jesus Christ. The
Word of God, which is the seed that brings
about the new birth, encompasses the
message of the Gospel, the teachings of
Scripture, and the revelation of God’s truth. It
is through hearing and receiving this Word that
faith is ignited leading to salvation and the
experience of being born again. The Word of
God is alive, active, and powerful (Hebrews
4:12), and it can transform hearts and bring
about new life in Christ.

The phrase “which lives and abides forever”
emphasizes the eternal nature of the new life
received through the new birth. The spiritual
transformation that takes place is not
temporary or fleeting but has everlasting
significance. Believers are given the gift of
eternal life, which begins at the moment of
new birth and extends throughout eternity.

Blessing #13: My life is rooted in my faith in

Christ, I am nourished in Him and I overflow

with thanksgiving for all He has done for me
(John 6:35, Colossians 2:7).
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e My faith in Christ forms the foundation of
my life.

e My life is anchored to the rock of my
salvation, Jesus Christ.

e In Christ, my life finds its purpose.

e Jesus Christ is my life

Jesus Christ is the source of our spiritual
nourishment, stability, and growth. Just as
roots provide support and nourishment to a
plant, faith in Christ provides the foundation
for the believer's life, identity, and purpose.

When you study the Bible, study to feed on the
person of Jesus. “And Jesus said to them, “I
am the Bread of Life. He who comes to Me
shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me
shall never thirst” (John 6:35).

Feed on His beauty, His grace, His majesty,
and His immense and sacrificial love for you.
We read the Bible to feed on Christ. There is
something profoundly captivating about the
expression “to feed on Christ.” He is the source
of spiritual sustenance, and the more you
partake of Him through the Scriptures, the
more you will experience the strengthening
and nourishing of your soul. His life-giving
nature will infuse you with vitality, bring
healing to your being, and provide wisdom for
every aspect of your existence.

The fact that Jesus was born in a manger
(Luke 2:7), a feeding trough for animals,
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reminds us that He is the Bread of Life that we
feed on. Let us receive the sustenance He
offers. Let us feast on His Word, be nourished
in His presence, and let us share this life-giving
bread with others so that they too may find
sustenance and eternal life in Christ.1”

As you encounter Jesus in the Scriptures, your
heart will be filled with a deep appreciation and
reverence for Him. He becomes the true
nourishment for your innermost being,
supplying you with the energy and fortitude
needed for your journey of faith.

Genuine wholeness is birthed from beholding
Jesus. As you fix your gaze upon our Lord, a
transformative process occurs within you,
gradually molding you from the inside out. This
ongoing transformation leads you from one
level of glory to another, reflecting the divine
image more and more as you progress on your
spiritual journey.

"I overflow with thanksgiving” expresses the
outpouring of gratitude that emerges from a
heart transformed by faith in Christ. It denotes
an abundance and extravagance of
thankfulness that cannot be contained. When
believers grasp the depth of God’s love, grace,
and redemption in Christ, they are moved to
respond with overwhelming gratitude. Their
hearts overflow with thanksgiving for the

17Dr. Matthew Webster. Unwrapping the Mystery of Christmas: 25
Questions Answered. Kindle Publishing. 2023, 159.
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blessings, mercy, and provisions they have
received. The overflow of thanksgiving is not a
one-time event but a continuous attitude that
permeates the believer’s life. It becomes a
habitual response to God’s goodness and
faithfulness. Regardless of circumstances,
believers find reasons to be thankful, knowing
that their ultimate hope and identity are rooted
in Christ.

“"Walk in Him, rooted and built up.” Isn't it
interesting that Paul mixes his metaphors?
Trees are rooted. Buildings are built up. You
can see that even more clearly in the Greek.
We are rooted — that is, our roots are sunk
down in solid, nourishing soil. We are also built
up — that is, on a solid foundation.

Why would Paul mix metaphors of trees and
buildings? Perhaps because they connote
distinct ideas that are both important to his
point. A tree connotes life and strength. It
makes us think of drawing nourishment up
from Christ through our root, which is sunken
into Him. He is our nourishing strength. A
building connotes something even more solid
and unshakable. It makes us think of stones
built together on the granite foundation of
Christ’s reliability. I think he is mixing it up
here just to make sure we get the point. *Walk
in Him, rooted and built up in Him and
established.” Walk as a Christian whose roots
are deep in Christ, so that nothing in culture or
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any adversity can uproot you or blow you
down.18

“For all He has done for me" acknowledges the
redemptive work of Christ and its personal
impact on the believer. Through His life, death,
and Resurrection, Christ has accomplished
salvation, the forgiveness of sins, reconciliation
with God, and eternal life for those who
believe. Recognizing the magnitude of Christ’s
sacrifice and the blessings received through
Him fuels a deep sense of gratitude and
thanksgiving.

Blessing #14: I live in unbroken fellowship

with Him (Romans 6:11). Christ lives in me,

and I live by faith in Him and His love for me
(Galatians 2:20).

Believers have a continuous, intimate
communion with God. It is a relationship
characterized by closeness, unity, and ongoing
connection. This fellowship is made possible
through the work of Christ, who has reconciled
believers to God and restored their relationship
with Him.

The Holy Spirit takes up residence within every
believer, and Christ dwells in their hearts
(Ephesians 3:17). This intimate union with
Christ empowers believers to live transformed

18John Piper. How Do | Go Deeper with Christ ? Episode 465.
November 4, 2014. https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/how-do-i-go-
deeper-with-christ
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lives and reflects the reality of their new
identity in Him. Believers live by faith in Christ
and His love for them. We recognize that
Jesus’ sacrificial love demonstrated on the
cross is the ultimate expression of God’s love
and grace toward humanity. This love is
unchanging, unfailing, and unconditional. It
becomes the foundation for our security,
identity, and hope. We are continually being
renewed and conformed to the image of Christ
(Romans 8:29). We are empowered by the
Holy Spirit to live according to God’s will, to
love others selflessly, and to bear fruit in their
lives (Galatians 5:22-23). The ongoing
fellowship and reliance on Christ’s love bring
about a life marked by His presence, power,
and purpose.

“Likewise” from Romans 6:11 means “in the
same manner.”'? So in the same manner that
Jesus is dead to sin and alive to God, we are
dead to sin and alive to God in Him!

This is the first time in all of Paul’s letters that
the phrase “in Christ Jesus” is used. This is
significant because Paul goes on to teach about
what it means to be in Christ Jesus in many
other letters to the churches. The terms “In
Him” and “In Christ” are found 180 times in

Ohttps://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g3779/kjv/tr/
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the New Testament and Paul uses them 143
times in his epistles.2?

Blessing #15: I am qualified for all of God’s
Promises (2 Corinthians 1:20, Colossians
1:12).

Throughout Scripture, God has made
numerous promises to His people. These
promises encompass various aspects of life,
including physical salvation, provision,
guidance, wisdom, protection, and eternal life.
God’s promises are rooted in His character and
faithfulness, and they are given to encourage,
strengthen, and guide believers in their
journey of faith.

God has given His full endorsement to His
promises. 2 Corinthians 1:20 states, “For all
the promises of God find their yes in Him. That
is why it is through Him that we utter our
Amen to God for His glory.” In Christ, we have
the assurance that every promise of God is
affirmed and confirmed. God’s approval
signifies His unwavering commitment to fulfill
His promises.

Believers are qualified to receive and
experience the fulfillment of God’s promises.
All the blessings, promises, and protection that
belong to the righteous “are Yes, and in Him

20Ed Elliott. What did the Apostle Paul say 143 times? April 8, 2018.
https://medium.com/@edelliott/what-did-the-apostle-paul-say-143-times-
429f79248ch7
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Amen” (2 Corinthians 1:20). We need only
receive them by grace through faith.
Colossians 1:12 states, “giving thanks to the
Father, who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in light.” Through faith
in Christ, believers are made partakers of the
inheritance reserved for the saints. It is by
God’s grace that they are deemed worthy and
qualified to receive His promises.

The approval and qualification for God’s
promises instill confidence in the believer’s
heart. They provide a solid foundation for
trusting in God’s faithfulness and the certainty
of His Word. As believers stand on the firm
ground of God’s approval and qualification,
they can approach His promises with
unwavering faith and expectancy. We are
called to actively appropriate and live in the
reality of God's promises, encouraged to align
our thoughts, attitudes, and actions with the
truth of His Word.

Blessing #16: I have been given spiritual
gifts to build up the body of Christ and serve
others (Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:4-

11, Ephesians 4:11-12, 1 Peter 4:10-11).

The Apostle Paul provides valuable insights
into spiritual gifts in his writings. In Romans
12:6-8, he mentions various gifts such as
prophecy, serving, teaching, exhortation,
giving, leadership, and mercy. Similarly, in 1
Corinthians 12:4-11, Paul emphasizes the
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diversity of gifts given by the Holy Spirit,
including wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing,
miracles, prophecy, discernment, tongues, and
interpretation of tongues. These passages
reveal that God intentionally distributes a wide
range of gifts to equip believers for different
roles and functions within the body of Christ.

The apostle Paul, in his letter to the Romans,
addresses the diversity of spiritual gifts present
within the body of Christ. He emphasizes that
no two believers are exactly alike in their gifts,
and this diversity is intentional. Each person
has been uniquely designed and equipped by
God to contribute to the overall functioning and
growth of the Church.

These gifts, often referred to as spiritual gifts,
are not natural abilities or skills that we
possess from birth, but they are bestowed
upon us by the Holy Spirit at the moment of
our spiritual rebirth. They are divine
enablements given to us to empower and
equip us for the work God has called us to do.

These gifts are given according to the grace of
God. They are not earned or acquired through
personal effort or merit but are freely given by
God’s grace. It is important to recognize that
the distribution of gifts is solely determined by
God’s sovereign choice and wisdom. No gift is
superior or inferior to another, as they all
serve a unique purpose in the Body of Christ.
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The diversity of gifts is intentional and serves a
vital role in the functioning of the Church. Just
as different parts of the human body have
distinct functions, each believer’s unique gifts
and talents contribute to the overall health,
growth, and effectiveness of the body of
Christ. We are interdependent, and our gifts
are meant to be used in harmony and unity to
accomplish God’s purposes.

Once we become aware of our gifts, it is
essential to use them faithfully and
responsibly. Our gifts are not meant for
personal glory or self-promotion but for the
service and edification of others. They are to
be used in love and humility to bring glory to
God. By utilizing our gifts in the context of the
body of Christ, we contribute to the unity,
growth, and maturity of the Church.

God continues to develop and refine our gifts
as we grow in our relationship with Him and as
we exercise and steward our gifts faithfully. We
should seek opportunities to cultivate and
utilize our gifts, not only within the Church but
also in the various spheres of influence where
God has placed us.

In Ephesians 4:11-12, Paul elaborates on the
purpose of these spiritual gifts. He mentions
specific roles such as apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers, which are
given to equip and build up the Church. These
gifts and roles contribute to the growth and
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maturity of believers, fostering unity and
enabling them to fulfill their collective purpose
in the world.

The apostle Peter also addresses spiritual gifts
in 1 Peter 4:10-11. He emphasizes the
importance of using these gifts to serve one
another, being good stewards of God’s grace.
Peter encourages believers to faithfully employ
their gifts for the glory of God, acknowledging
that they are entrusted with these abilities to
benefit others and to bring honor to God’s
name.

Here is the list from Scripture of the 19
different spiritual gifts.

Spiritual Gift Reference Chart

Romans 12 1 Corinthians 12

g;:lzurqgemenf Administration Apostle

9 Discernment Faith
Leadership Healing Helps
Mercy Interpretation of Languages Knowledge
Prophecy Languages Miracles
Service Prophecy Teaching
Teaching Wisdom

Ephesians 4 | Peter 4

Apostie Evangelism Serving
Pastor Prophecy
Teaching

Teaching

2Darrell Koop. How Many Spiritual Gifts Are there?
https://upwards.blog/2012/06/13/how-many-spiritual-gifts-are-there/
June 13, 2012.
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Recognizing and understanding our spiritual
gifts is crucial for effective ministry and service
within the body of Christ. When believers
utilize their gifts, they contribute to the overall
health and growth of the church, functioning as
a united and empowered body. Each gift,
regardless of its nature or prominence, is
essential and valuable in advancing God’s
Kingdom. Together, these gifts create a
harmonious and diverse community where
individuals complement one another and work
in synergy to advance God’s purposes on
Earth.

If you are interested in learning more about
each spiritual gift and identifying which gift or
gifts you might have, I highly recommend the
book I wrote, "The 19 Spiritual Gifts of the
Body of Christ”. You can find it in our online
bookstore www.acts433.com/shop . Orders are
fulfilled through Amazon.
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Small Group Questions for Chapter 2
Experiencing Wholeness through Union
with Christ Part 2

Blessing #8: Consider the inseparable
connection between redemption and
forgiveness. How does understanding the
redemption we have in Christ deepen your
appreciation for the forgiveness of sins?

Blessing #9: How does the concept of lavish
grace challenge our mindset of scarcity or
unworthiness? Consider the idea of abounding
grace that exceeds expectations and goes
beyond what is necessary. How does this
understanding challenge our tendency to limit
or underestimate God’s grace?

77




Blessing #10: Think about the concept of
unrestricted access to the Father through Jesus
Christ. How does this truth impact your prayer
life?

Blessing #11: What are some practical ways in
which you can actively cultivate a sense of
nearness to God in your spiritual journey?
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Blessing #12: Reflecting on the concept of
being “born again” and the transformative
power of the incorruptible seed of the Word of
God, share a personal testimony or experience
of how your life has been changed since
receiving Jesus as your Messiah.

Blessing #13: How does an attitude of
gratitude transform your outlook on life and
your relationships with God and others? Share
specific instances when you have experienced
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an overflow of thanksgiving in response to
God’s goodness and faithfulness. How might
we cultivate a lifestyle of overflowing
thanksgiving?

Blessing #14: Reflect on the truth that Christ
lives in you, and you live by faith in Him and
His love for you. How does this reality shape
your understanding of your identity, worth, and
purpose?
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Blessing #15: Share specific promises from
Scripture or some that have been mentioned in
this chapter that have personally impacted
your faith journey.

Blessing #16: Do you know what your spiritual
gift(s) are? How might this group help you to
discover, develop, and deploy your spiritual
gifts to build up the body of Christ and serve
others?
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Chapter 3
Living in Freedom, Cultivating the Mind of
Christ, and Finding Peace Part 1
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Blessing #17: I am born of God, and kept
safe from the evil one (Psalm 91:1-6,
1 John 5:18).

In this letter, John addresses various aspects of
the Christian faith, including the assurance of
salvation and the victory over evil. We have
the blessing of protection and preservation that
God provides for us His children. As followers
of Jesus, we are under the watchful care of our
Heavenly Father. This doesn’t mean that we
will never face difficulties or challenges in life,
but it assures us that God is with us, guiding
and guarding us through those circumstances.
The Bible teaches that Satan is the enemy of
God and seeks to deceive and destroy
humanity (1 Peter 5:8). However, as believers,
we have the assurance that we are protected
from the evil one’s ultimate power. Through
our relationship with Christ, we have victory
over sin, Satan, and death (Romans 8:37-39).

Psalm 91:1 says, "Whoever dwells in the
shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow
of the Almighty.” It’s a verse worth keeping on
your fridge because of its beauty and
significance. In this verse, the Psalmist refers
to God by two different names, the Most High
and the Almighty. The Hebrew name for God
Most High is ‘Elydn which means extremely-
exalted, sovereign, High God.?? When we dwell
in the secret place of the extremely-exalted,

22https:/iwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h5945/kjv/wlc/0-1/
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sovereign, High God, we find ourselves under
the shadow of the Almighty, also known as El
Shaddai, meaning absolute in power?3 (Psalm
91:1).

As believers, we find our rest and protection in
the one who possesses absolute power. When
we fully grasp this truth and understand our
position in Christ, there is no need to fear.
However, wisdom dictates that we exercise
caution in practical matters. For example, it's
wise not to jump off a cliff without a parachute
or to gather in large crowds during a
pandemic. As we navigate through life under
God’s guidance, dangers may still be present,
but His protection remains with us.

The word “rest” or “abide” in the verse implies
a permanent dwelling. Our permanent dwelling
place is with the extremely-exalted, sovereign,
High God (‘Elyon) under the shadow of the
One with absolute power (El Shaddai). We
enjoy the Lord's protection, much like
vulnerable sheep surrounded by the absolute
power of our Good Shepherd.

Continuing the Psalmist’s words, “This I
declare about the Lord: He alone is my refuge,
my place of safety; He is my God, and I trust
Him” (Psalm 91:2). Do we trust the Most High
as the Psalmist did? Do we believe in His love
for us and His commitment to care for us? Do
we trust Him with our lives?

Zhttps:/iwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h7706/kjv/wlc/0-1/
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The Psalmist declares that the Lord is our
refuge—a safe haven from the evils of the
world. He is a place of safety where we and
our families can rest. It is a declaration of faith
for those who have come to know what God
the Father is truly like—bold and confident in
trusting Him. We may witness things
happening around us, but our trust is in the
One who is with us. How can we take refuge in
someone we think will harm us or send
troubles our way?

Verse 3 reassures us that God will rescue us
from every trap, even the ones we cannot see
(Psalm 91:3). He covers us with His feathers
and shelters us with His wings. His faithfulness
becomes our shield and rampart, a defensive
wall that surrounds and protects us (Psalm
91:4).

We must not fear the terrors of the night, the
arrows that fly in the day, the diseases that
stalk in darkness, or the destruction that
strikes at midday (Psalm 91:5-6). To
experience fearlessness, we must believe that
God is our protector despite the numerous
potential dangers around us. The protection of
the Lord is not limited by time—whether it’'s
night, day, or midday, His protection is all the
time.

Even when a thousand fall at our side and ten

thousand are dying around us, these evils will
not touch us (Psalm 91:7). It's interesting to
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note that babies are born with only two innate
fears: falling and loud noises. Yet, as we grow,
we learn to fear about 6,998 other things.
However, David reminds us in Psalm 91 that
we don't need to fear, we need to trust. Our
bodies were not designed for fear; they were
designed for faith and trust in our Creator
(Psalm 91:2).

Psalm 91:15-16 reminds us that trouble will
come, yet God will deliver and honor us. In the
midst of trouble, our words carry weight and
we will bring glory to God as we testify that we
know who our Deliverer is.

Jesus, our High Priest, prayed for our
protection from the evil in the world (John
17:15). His prayer was not to be delivered out
of trouble, but to be protected in the midst of
it. So, don't be surprised when trouble comes
(John 16:33) instead be encouraged that God
will jeep you safe from the evil one.

God has placed us in Christ, who is exalted to
the highest place in the universe. We are not
striving for victory; we are already on victory
ground. We don’t confess God’s Word to obtain
victory because we already possess it.
Therefore, we fight from victory, not for
victory. Our trust and rest are in Him.

“I will say of the Lord” (Psalm 91:2), signifies a

covenant relationship. He is our refuge and
fortress, and in Him, we trust. We can rest
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assured that Jesus is our refuge, not only in
this life but also in eternity. The names of God
open and end in Psalm 91. The last name
mentioned for God many do not recognize.

“With long life I will satisfy him and show him
My salvation” (Psalm 91:16). The name for
God that is used in verse sixteen is translated
as “salvation”. The Hebrew word is YeS('a
(Jesus).?* We can find peace knowing that
when trouble comes, we can find salvation in
the name of Jesus.

The duration of that long life is not specified in
Psalm 91:16, what matters is that a life in
Christ is a life that will be satisfied.

It is Jesus who confirms you to the end (1
Corinthians 1:8). You are saved by his grace
and kept by His grace (1 Peter 5:10). Because
you belong to Jesus, He who touches you
touches the Lord. Satan doesn’t want that sort
of heat so instead he will try to get you to
harm yourself and one of the ways he does
that is by trying to deceive and distract you
and fill you with fear. If he can get you to
agree with his lies, a stronghold may form in
your mind giving ground to the enemy. This is
why you need to resist his fiery darts with the
shield of faith (Ephesians 6:16).2>

24https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h3444/kjv/wlc/0-1/
25Paul Ellis. The Grace Commentary.
https://thegracecommentary.com/1-john-5/#1john5v18
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Blessing #18: I am sanctified, holy, and
without blame before Him in love (Ephesians
1:4, 1 Peter 1:16, 1 Corinthians 1:2).

Christ’s atonement for our sins makes us who
we are, holy people (Ephesians 1:1). What
makes you a saint (the holiest thing) has
nothing to do with your behavior, but
everything to do with your union life with your
Savior.26

Throughout Scripture, Christians are
consistently referred to as sanctified saints.
The Corinthians are infamous as the most
misbehaving bunch of Christians in the Bible.
They were fractious (1 Corinthians 11:18),
susceptible to other gospels (2 Corinthians
11:4), stingy (2 Corinthians 11:8) and they
tolerated sexual immorality (1 Corinthians
5:1). They got drunk at communion (1
Corinthians 11:21), they didn't respect Paul’s
apostolic authority (2 Corinthians 10:10, 13:3)
and they thought women should be silent in
church (1 Corinthians 14:34). Before Paul
addresses their misdeeds, he reminds them of
their identity in Christ. “You have been
sanctified in Christ.” One with the Lord, you
are as holy and righteous as Jesus (1
Corinthians 1:30). Sanctification is one of the

26Dr. Matthew Webster. Heaven Come Down: Living as Citizens of
Heaven Today. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2021. p. 113.
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many blessings that we enjoy as a result of
being in union with the Lord (Philemon 1:6).27

Being holy and blameless in Christ does not
imply that believers attain a state of perfection
in their conduct or behavior in this earthly life.
Instead, it speaks to the positional
righteousness that believers receive through
their faith in Jesus. It is righteousness imputed
to them, where God sees them as righteous
because of their identification with Christ and
His atoning work.

This positional righteousness is the result of
God’s grace and the finished work of Jesus on
the cross. When believers put their faith in
Christ, their sins are forgiven, and they are
clothed with His righteousness. It is not based
on their own merits or good deeds but is a gift
received through faith.

However, this understanding of being holy and
blameless in Christ also has practical
implications for believers’ lives. It should
inspire them to live a life that reflects their
new identity in Christ. As they grow in their
relationship with Him, believers strive to align
their thoughts, attitudes, and actions with
God’s will, empowered by the Holy Spirit who
dwells within them.

27Paul Ellis. https://thegracecommentary.com/1-corinthians-
1/#1corinthians1v2
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Blessing #19: I am seated in heavenly places
(Ephesians 2:6).

The word “seated” implies a position of rest,
authority, and victory. It signifies a state of
being settled and at peace. In the context of
this verse, it refers to our spiritual position in
Christ. Through faith in Jesus, we are no longer
under the power of sin and spiritual death but
have been reconciled to God and brought into
a new relationship with Him.

In heavenly places refers to the realm of God’s
divine authority and presence. It represents

the spiritual reality and blessings that believers
have access to through their union with Christ.
As believers, we are connected to the heavenly
realm, where Christ reigns in glory and power.

So, when we say, "I am seated in heavenly
places,” we are acknowledging our spiritual
identity and inheritance in Christ. It means
that we are no longer bound by the limitations
and struggles of this earthly life alone, but we
have been given a heavenly perspective and
authority.

This verse reminds us that, as followers of
Jesus, we are partakers of His victory,
authority, and blessings. It teaches us that our
true citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20)
and that we are called to live with an eternal
perspective. This doesn't mean that we neglect
our earthly responsibilities or detach from the
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world, but rather, we live in the world while
being anchored in our heavenly identity and
purpose.

Understanding that we are seated in heavenly
places empowers us to live with confidence,
knowing that we have access to God’s wisdom,
strength, and resources. It reminds us that our
true source of authority and security comes
from our union with Christ. It also encourages
us to align our thoughts, attitudes, and actions
with the truth of who we are in Him.

“Sitting down” in the Bible is a picture of the
believer resting in the perfect and finished
work of Jesus. Christ has finished all the work
on the cross on your behalf and is now seated
at the right hand of God. As it has all been
accomplished on your behalf, this means that
you can stop depending on your self-efforts to
earn and qualify for God’s blessings in your
life. You can sit down with Jesus at the Father’s
right hand! God’s grace does not make you
lazy and unproductive. On the contrary, it
makes you labor more abundantly for His
glory. The apostle Paul, a preacher of God’s
grace and the finished work of Jesus said that
He “labored more abundantly than they all” (1
Corinthians 15:10). In the New Covenant,
God’s way is to bless you first, and the
knowledge of His blessing then empowers you
to labor more abundantly. In other words, we
do not labor to be blessed, but rather we have
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the power to labor because we are already
blessed. 28

Ultimately, this verse invites us to embrace the
reality of our spiritual position and live in the
fullness of our identity as children of God,
seated with Christ in heavenly places.

Blessing #20: I am not ruled by fear because
the Holy Spirit lives in me and gives me His
power, love, and self-control (Isaiah 54:14,

2 Timothy 1:7).

Fear is a common emotion experienced by all
people, but as followers of Christ, we are not
meant to be ruled or controlled by fear. The
Bible assures us that God has not given us a
spirit of fear but of power, love, and self-
control (2 Timothy 1:7). The Holy Spirit is
God’s presence with us, guiding, empowering,
and comforting us. The indwelling Holy Spirit is
a seal of our salvation and a source of divine
strength and wisdom. The Holy Spirit
empowers us to live a life that is not governed
by fear. The power of the Holy Spirit enables
us to overcome obstacles, face challenges, and
live victoriously. The love of the Holy Spirit fills
our hearts and casts out fear, for perfect love
drives out fear (1 John 4:18). Additionally, the
Holy Spirit provides us with self-control,

28Joseph Prince. Take Your Seat and Begin to Reign.
https://www.josephprince.com/meditate-devo/take-your-seat-and-begin-
to-reign
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helping us to resist the temptation to succumb
to fear and enabling us to make wise choices.

The verse from Isaiah 54:14 reinforces this
truth by proclaiming that we are established in
righteousness and far from oppression, fear,
and terror. It emphasizes the security and
protection that come from being in a covenant
relationship with God.

Together, these verses remind us that as
believers, we have the Holy Spirit residing
within us, empowering us to live in freedom
and confidence, devoid of fear. We can draw
on the Holy Spirit's power, love, and self-
control to overcome anxiety, worry, and
apprehension. Instead, we can trust in God’s
faithfulness, knowing that He is with us,
guiding us, and enabling us to live boldly and
faithfully.

Living in the reality of the Holy Spirit’s
presence and relying on His power, love, and
self-control, we can face the uncertainties of
life with courage and walk in the assurance
that we are not alone. The Holy Spirit equips
us to navigate challenges, make decisions
rooted in wisdom, and live out our calling as
followers of Christ without being dominated by
fear.

To actively rely on the power, love, and self-

control of the Holy Spirit to overcome fear in
our lives, we can take the following steps:
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. Cultivate a deep relationship with God:
Spend time in prayer, study His Word,
and seek His presence. The more we
know and trust God, the more we will
rely on His Spirit to guide us and
strengthen us.

. Surrender our fears to God: Bring our
fears and anxieties before God in prayer,
asking Him to take control and give us
His peace that surpasses all
understanding (Philippians 4:6-7).

. Meditate on God’s promises: Reflect on
Scriptures that speak about God’s
faithfulness, His love for us, and His
power at work within us. Let these truths
shape our thinking and combat the lies
and fears that may arise.

. Seek support from fellow believers:
Engage in community with other
believers who can encourage, pray for,
and support us in our journey of
overcoming fear. Together, we can
remind one another of God’s truth and
walk alongside each other in faith.

. Step out in faith: Actively practice facing
our fears with the assurance that the
Holy Spirit is with us. As we step out in
obedience to God’s leading, we will
experience His power and faithfulness in
overcoming our fears.
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6. Continuously surrender to the Holy
Spirit: Yield to the Holy Spirit’s guidance
and promptings in our daily lives. Allow
Him to shape our thoughts, attitudes,
and actions, enabling us to respond to
fear with the power, love, and self-
control that He provides.

Remember that overcoming fear happens as
we actively receive God'’s love for us, and it
requires consistent reliance on the Holy Spirit.
As we intentionally seek His presence and trust
in His provision, we can experience the
freedom and peace that come from living in His
power, love, and self-control.

Blessing #21: I am set free from the bondage
of sin and shame (Romans 8:2, John 8:32).

Through our faith in Jesus, we are no longer
under the dominion of sin and its
consequences. The law of the Spirit, referring
to the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives, has
liberated us from the power of sin that once
held us captive.

John 8:32 says, “"And you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.” Jesus spoke
these words, emphasizing that knowing and
embracing the truth brings freedom. This
includes freedom from the shame and guilt
that sin often produces. When we encounter
the truth of who Jesus is and the salvation He
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offers, we can experience liberation from the
shame and condemnation that sin brings.

Together, these verses reveal that as
believers, we are set free from both the
bondage of sin and the weight of shame.
Through Jesus’ sacrificial death and
Resurrection, our sins are forgiven when we
place our faith in Him. This forgiveness
removes the burden of guilt and shame,
offering us new life and a restored relationship
with God.

The Holy Spirit, who dwells within believers,
empowers us to overcome sin and live a life
that is pleasing to God. We are no longer
slaves to sin but can resist its temptations and
walk in obedience to God’s Word.

In Christ, we are redeemed and given a new
identity. We are no longer defined by our past
mistakes or failures but by our identity as
children of God. This new identity frees us from
the shame associated with our past and gives
us hope for the beautiful future God is leading
us in.

As we embrace the truth of who Jesus is and
what He has done for us, we can live in
authenticity and honesty. We no longer need
to hide behind a facade and pretend to be
something we are not. Instead, we can walk in
the freedom of being fully known and fully
loved by God.
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Freedom from the bondage of sin and shame is
a foundational truth of the Christian faith. It
invites us to live in the fullness of God’s grace,
embracing our identity as forgiven and beloved
children of God. This freedom empowers us to
live victoriously, pursue holiness, and extend
grace and forgiveness to others.

As we continue to grow in our understanding
and experience of this freedom, we can walk
confidently in the assurance that we are no
longer slaves to sin and shame but have been
set free by the transformative power of Jesus
Christ.

Blessing #22: I am called by the grace of God
to live a life of righteousness and holiness,
declaring His praise in the world (Psalm 66:8,
2 Timothy 1:9, 1 Peter 2:24).

The concept of being called by the grace of
God reflects the Jewish understanding of God’s
covenant with Israel. The Israelites believed
that God had chosen them as His people, not
based on their own merits, but purely out of
His grace and favor. This calling carried with it
a sense of responsibility to be a light to the
nations. Righteousness and holiness were
foundational principles in Jewish religious and
ethical teachings. Living a life of righteousness
meant adhering to God’s laws and
commandments, treating others justly, and
embodying moral integrity. Holiness is referred
to as being set apart for God'’s purposes and
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reflecting His character in one’s actions and
lifestyle. The idea of being called to live a life
of righteousness and holiness aligned with the
Jewish understanding of their role as God's
chosen people. Now with the Gentiles also as a
part of God’s family (Romans 11), we too are
called to praise God and declare His greatness
to the world.

The redemptive work of Jesus Christ means
that He took our sins upon Himself and
provided healing and forgiveness. As recipients
of this grace, we are called to reflect the image
of Jesus Christ. By beholding and
contemplating the glory of the Lord, we are
changed and molded to reflect His character to
the world. This is where holiness comes in.
Holiness refers to being set apart for God’s
purposes and reflecting His character in our
lives. Both righteousness and holiness are the
result of the transforming work of the Holy
Spirit within us.

Declaring His praise in the world as Psalm 66:8
states, means we are to be witnesses of God’s

goodness, love, and salvation to the world. Our
lives should reflect His glory and lead others to
worship and acknowledge Him.

In 2 Timothy 1:9, Paul writes, “"He [God] has
saved us and called us to a holy life—not
because of anything we have done but because
of His own purpose and grace.” This verse
emphasizes that our calling to live a life of
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righteousness and holiness is a divine calling
rooted in God’s purpose for our lives. These
verses collectively convey that as believers, we
have been called by the grace of God to live a
life that reflects His righteousness and
holiness. This calling involves recognizing the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ for our sins, embracing
His healing and forgiveness, and allowing the
Holy Spirit to transform us from the inside out.

As we walk in righteousness and holiness,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, we become
vessels through which God’s love and truth can
be demonstrated to the world. Ultimately, our
calling to live a life of righteousness and
holiness is a response to God’s amazing grace.
It is a privilege and a responsibility that we
carry with humility and gratitude, knowing that
it is God’s work within us that enables us to
fulfill this calling.

Blessing #23: I am empowered to overcome
every temptation and walk in victory
(1 Corinthians 10:13).

In the book of Daniel, when his friends,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, were
thrown into the fiery furnace by
Nebuchadnezzar, a remarkable event took
place. Jesus Himself appeared in the middle of
the furnace, standing alongside them to
safeguard and rescue them. Miraculously, as
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego emerged
from the fire, they were completely unscathed.
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Their hair was not singed, their clothes
remained untouched, and there was no
lingering smell of fire upon them (Daniel 3:27).

No matter the intense trial you may be facing
at this moment, rest assured that God is
present by your side. He will shield you, bring
you solace, and provide a path of deliverance.
Take hold of His guiding hand and allow Him to
lead you out of the midst of your challenges,
ensuring that you emerge without a trace of
the negativity that surrounds you.

God is aware of our struggles and temptations,
and He is committed to providing a way of
escape. The temptations we face are not
unique to us but are common to humanity. It
reassures us that the temptations we
encounter are not insurmountable or beyond
our ability to withstand. God, in His wisdom
and sovereignty, allows temptations to come
our way but always provides a way out. He
doesn’t leave us helpless but offers a path of
escape—a means by which we can resist and
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overcome temptation. This can include various
resources such as His Word, prayer, the
support of fellow believers, and the power of
the Holy Spirit.

So, when we say, "I am empowered to
overcome every temptation and walk in
victory,” we are acknowledging the truth found
in 1 Corinthians 10:13. It means that as
believers, we are not left to face temptations
alone and helpless. Instead, we have the
assurance that God, in His faithfulness, will
provide a way for us to resist and overcome
every temptation that comes our way. It
reminds us that we have been given the
resources and tools to resist the lure of sin and
make choices that honor God. It encourages us
to lean on the guidance of the Holy Spirit, seek
the truth of God’s Word, and engage in
intentional spiritual disciplines that strengthen
our relationship with Him.

It is important to note that overcoming
temptation does not mean that we will never
face it anymore or that we will always make
the right choices. However, with God’s help
and through His empowerment, we can grow in
our ability to resist temptation, learn from our
failures, and experience victory more
consistently.

Walking in victory over temptation involves an

ongoing process of growth and reliance on
God’s grace. It requires cultivating a heart and
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mind that are aligned with His truth and
actively seeking His guidance and strength in
every situation. By embracing this truth and
cooperating with the work of the Holy Spirit
within us, we can experience a life of
increasing victory over temptation and enjoy
the freedom that comes from walking in
alignment with God’s will.

Blessing #24: I have freedom (Galatians 2:4,
5:1, Ephesians 3:12).

Galatians 2:4 states, “This matter arose
because some false believers had infiltrated
our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in
Christ Jesus and to make us slaves.” In the
context of the letter to the Galatians, Paul is
addressing the issue of legalism and the false
belief that one must adhere to certain religious
practices or rituals to be accepted by God.
Here, Paul emphasizes that believers have
freedom in Christ and warns against anything
that would enslave them or hinder that
freedom.

Galatians 5:1: In this verse, Paul declares, "It
is for freedom that Christ has set us free.
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be
burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” Paul
reiterates the theme of freedom and
emphasizes that Christ’s work on the cross has
set us free. We are called to stand firm in this
freedom and not allow ourselves to be
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entangled again in the bondage of legalism or
any form of slavery.

Ephesians 3:12: “In Him and through faith in
Him, we may approach God with freedom and
confidence.” Here, Paul speaks about the
access we have to God through Christ.
Through our faith in Him, we are granted the
privilege to approach God with freedom and
confidence, knowing that we are accepted and
loved by Him.

These verses collectively convey the idea that
believers have been liberated by Christ’s
sacrifice and have received the gift of freedom.
This freedom includes:

e Freedom from the bondage of sin.
Through Jesus’ death and Resurrection,
believers are set free from the power and
penalty of sin. We no longer need to be
slaves to our sinful nature but can live in
the freedom and power of the Holy
Spirit, empowered to live righteously and
honor God.

e Freedom from legalism and religious
rituals. Our relationship with God is not
based on our works or adherence to
religious practices. Instead, we are saved
by God’s grace through faith in Jesus
Christ. This freedom liberates us from
the burden of trying to earn our salvation
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and allows us to experience a personal,
intimate relationship with God.

Freedom to approach God. We have the
incredible privilege of approaching God
with boldness and confidence. We don't
need to fear or feel distant from Him but
can come before Him with assurance,
knowing that we are accepted and loved.
This freedom to approach God
encourages us to seek Him, worship Him,
and grow in our relationship with Him.

Freedom to live according to God’s will.
The freedom we have in Christ enables
us to live in alignment with God’s
purposes and will. We are no longer
constrained by our old sinful nature but
are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live
a life that is pleasing to God. We can
pursue righteousness, love, and
obedience with joy and gratitude.

As believers, it is important to embrace and
live out this freedom in our daily lives. This
freedom is not a license to indulge in sinful
behavior but an opportunity to live in the
fullness of God’s grace and to walk by His
truth. It is a freedom that compels us to love
and serve others, to live with integrity, and to
glorify God in all that we do. By embracing and
cherishing our freedom in Christ, we can
experience the fullness of life and joy that
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comes from living in a loving and intimate
relationship with our Heavenly Father.
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Small Group Questions for Chapter 3
Living in Freedom, Cultivating the Mind of
Christ, and Finding Peace
Part 1

Blessing #17: How has the knowledge that you
are born of God and kept safe from the evil
one impacted your journey as a believer,
especially during times when you have faced
danger or felt threatened in any way?

Blessing #18: How does this truth that you are
sanctified, holy, and blameless in Christ
influence your perspective on your
shortcomings and failures?
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Blessing #19: How does the fact that you are
seated in heavenly places shape your approach
to decision-making, relationships, and the way
you navigate the world around you?

Blessing #20: How might we actively rely on
the power, love, and self-control of the Holy
Spirit to overcome fear in our lives?
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Blessing #21: Why do you think people often
struggle with feelings of shame and
condemnation, even after experiencing the
freedom and forgiveness offered by Christ?

Blessing #22: What are some ways in which
we might declare God’s praise in the world?
How might everyday life challenges help us to
do this?
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Blessing #23: How can we embrace the
empowerment given by God to overcome every
temptation and consistently experience victory
in our lives?

Blessing #24: What are some ways you might
exercise your freedom in Christ, avoiding both
legalism and sinful indulgence, to overcome
worldly pressures and live a life that reflects
God’s grace and truth?
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Chapter 4
Living in Freedom, Cultivating the Mind of
Christ, and Finding Peace Part 2
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Blessing #25: I will be comforted in my
troubles so I can comfort others
(2 Corinthians 1:3-4).

We learn some magnificent truths from these
two verses. God is the source of comfort for
believers in their troubles. He is described as
the “God of all comfort” who comforts us in all
our afflictions. This means that in times of
difficulty, hardship, or suffering, we can always
find solace, encouragement, and strength in
the presence and care of God.

Paul is writing from a place of personal
experience of being comforted while in trouble.
The Apostle Paul and also his companions had
undergone various trials and challenges.
However, he testifies to the comfort they
received from God amidst those difficulties.
This personal experience of God’s comfort in
their own lives gives credibility and
authenticity to their ability to comfort others.

The passage reveals that the comfort believers
receive from God is not just for their benefit
but also to comfort others. As recipients of
God’s comfort, we are called to extend that
comfort to those who are going through similar
struggles. We become vessels through which
God’s compassion and empathy flow to bring
relief and encouragement to others in their
times of need.
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Sarah was a vibrant and joyful individual,
always radiating positivity and kindness. She
had a deep faith in the Lord and trusted Him
with every aspect of her life.

One day, Sarah received devastating news
from her doctor. She was diagnosed with a
rare and serious health condition that required
immediate treatment. The news shook her to
the core, and she found herself grappling with
fear and uncertainty.

During her turmoil, Sarah turned to the Lord in
prayer. She poured out her heart, seeking His
comfort and guidance. Through her tears, she
felt a profound sense of peace washing over
her, knowing that God was with her and would
never leave her side.

As Sarah began her treatment journey, she
experienced the physical and emotional
challenges that came with it. However, she
clung to her faith, trusting that the Lord would
carry her through each step. She spent hours
in prayer and sought solace in reading the
Scriptures, finding strength and
encouragement in the promises of God.

During her time at the hospital, Sarah
encountered many other patients battling
similar health challenges. She observed their
struggles, their fears, and their need for hope.
Sensing a calling from the Lord, she decided to
use her own experience to minister to others.
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With permission from the hospital staff, Sarah
started a support group for patients facing the
same health condition. She shared her story of
faith, hope, and healing, and how the Lord had
been her source of comfort and strength.
Sarah’s genuine empathy and compassion
touched the hearts of those around her.

In the newly formed support group, Sarah
listened attentively to each person’s concerns
and fears. She prayed with them, reminding
them of God’s love and faithfulness. She
became a source of encouragement, reminding
everyone that they were not alone in their
struggles, that they had a community of
support, and most importantly, the unwavering
love of God.

As time went on, Sarah’s support group grew
in numbers, and the impact of her ministry
became evident. People found solace and
renewed hope through her words and the love
she shared. Many testified that their faith was
strengthened, and they began to experience
God’s peace and comfort amid their health
challenges.

Sarah’s journey not only brought her healing
and restoration but also allowed her to be a
beacon of hope for others. Through her trials,
she discovered a new purpose in life—to bring
comfort and minister to those who were going
through similar circumstances.
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Sarah’s story serves as a powerful reminder
that even during our struggles, God can use us
to be a source of light and encouragement to
others. Through her faith and willingness to be
vulnerable, Sarah turned her health challenge
into an opportunity to impact lives, ultimately
pointing others toward the comfort and hope
found in the Lord.

The comfort we receive from God in our
troubles enables us to empathize with and
understand the pain and challenges faced by
others. Through our own experiences of
receiving comfort, we gain insight and
sensitivity to the needs and emotions of others
who are going through similar situations. This
empathy allows us to provide genuine and
meaningful support to them.

Jesus Himself understands our struggles.
Hebrews 4:15: “"For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has
been tempted as we are, yet without sin.”
Jesus, being both fully divine and fully human,
experienced the full range of human emotions,
struggles, and temptations during His time on
Earth. He encountered the same challenges
and temptations that we face, yet He remained
sinless. This means that Jesus not only knows
our weaknesses intellectually but also
experientially. He understands the depth of our
human frailty and the struggles we encounter
in our daily lives. This truth reminds us that we
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are not alone in our struggles. We have a
Savior who walks alongside us, guiding us, and
providing the support we need. We can come
to Him in prayer, pouring out our hearts and
finding comfort in His understanding and love.
We don’t have to hide our weaknesses or
pretend to be strong in His presence because
He already knows us and understands our
struggles and pain.

Moreover, Jesus’ empathy goes beyond mere
understanding. As our High Priest, He
intercedes on our behalf before God the
Father, advocating for us and providing the
grace and strength we need to overcome our
weaknesses. He extends His compassion,
mercy, and forgiveness to us, helping us in our
times of need.

As we extend comfort to others, we are not
simply offering our own words or sympathy but
sharing the comfort that God has poured into
our lives. We become conduits of God’s love,
grace, and compassion, offering reassurance,
hope, and encouragement based on our own
experience of God’s faithfulness.

Comforting others in their troubles not only
brings solace to them but also has a
transformative impact on our own lives. When
we step into the role of a comforter, we grow
in compassion, humility, and maturity. We
deepen our dependence on God, develop
greater sensitivity to the needs of others, and
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participate in God’s work of healing and
restoration.

Blessing #26: I have the mind of Christ (1
Corinthians 2:16, Philippians 2:5).

In 1 Corinthians 2:16, the apostle Paul
addresses the profound nature of spiritual
wisdom and understanding. He contrasts the
limitations of human wisdom with the unlimited
knowledge and insight that come from God.
Paul begins by quoting Isaiah 40:13, which
acknowledges the vastness of God’s knowledge
and the impossibility of humans fully
comprehending His thoughts and ways.

However, Paul then introduces a remarkable
truth: believers in Christ have the mind of
Christ. This statement reveals the
transformative power of the Holy Spirit in the
life of a believer. Through the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit, we gain access to the thoughts,
wisdom, and understanding of Christ Himself.

Having the mind of Christ doesn’t imply that
we attain omniscience or possess all
knowledge as God does. Instead, it means that
we have a renewed mindset, aligned with the
values, principles, and perspectives of Christ.
Our thoughts are guided by His truth, our
decisions are influenced by His teachings, and
our character is shaped by His nature.
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With the mind of Christ, we are no longer
limited to the finite and flawed understanding
of the world. We are enabled to see beyond
the surface level, discern spiritual truths, and
make choices in accordance with God’s will.
Through the Holy Spirit’s work within us, we
gain insight into the mysteries of God and His
kingdom.

This verse emphasizes the intimacy of our
relationship with Christ. We have been united
with Him in such a profound way that His mind
becomes our own. We can seek His guidance,
tap into His wisdom, and walk in step with His
purposes.

In the context of Philippians 2:5, Paul is
discussing the wisdom of God and how the
Holy Spirit reveals it to believers. As believers,
we have been granted the mind of Christ.

Philippians 2:5 reads, “Have this mind among
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus.”
Here, Paul exhorts the believers in Philippi to
adopt the same mindset or attitude that was
found in Jesus Christ. By having the mind of
Christ, we are encouraged to align our
thoughts, attitudes, and behaviors with His
example of humility, love, and selflessness.

When we say, "I have the mind of Christ,” we
are acknowledging several important truths:
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a. Divine wisdom and understanding: As
believers, we have access to the wisdom and
understanding of Christ through the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit. This means that we can seek
His guidance and rely on His wisdom to
navigate life’s challenges, make decisions, and
discern the truth.

b. Transformed thinking: Having the mind of
Christ involves a transformation of our thought
patterns and perspectives. We are called to
renew our minds through the Word of God,
allowing His truth to shape our thinking and
worldview. This transformation enables us to
approach situations and circumstances with the
perspective of Christ.

c. Christ-like attitudes and behaviors: Having
the mind of Christ means adopting His
mindset, which is characterized by humility,
love, and selflessness. It involves aligning our
attitudes and behaviors with His example,
seeking to reflect His character in our
interactions with others and in our daily lives.

d. Union with Christ: The statement "I have
the mind of Christ” signifies our union with
Him. Through our faith in Jesus Christ, we are
united with Him in a profound way. His Spirit
dwells within us, and we are connected to Him
as members of His body. This union enables us
to experience His presence, guidance, and
transformation in our lives.
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Having the mind of Christ invites us to
continually seek His wisdom, to be transformed
by His truth, and to imitate His character. It
also empowers us to approach life’s challenges
and decisions with confidence, knowing that we
have the mind of the One who is all-wise and
all-knowing.

By embracing the mind of Christ, we can grow
in our understanding of God’s will, navigate
life’s complexities with His wisdom, and reflect
His love and grace to those around us. It is a
transformative reality that shapes our thinking,
empowers our actions, and leads us into a
deeper and more intimate relationship with
Jesus Christ.

Blessing #27: I have the peace of God that
surpasses all understanding (Philippians 4:6-7,
Colossians 3:15).

In Philippians 4:6-7 Paul encourages believers
to bring their anxieties and concerns to God in
prayer, trusting in His faithfulness and
provision. As a result, God’s peace, which goes
beyond human comprehension, will guard their
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

In Colossians 3:15, Paul encourages believers
to allow the peace of Christ to rule in their
hearts. This peace is not just an abstract
concept but a tangible reality that should guide
and govern their thoughts, emotions, and

121




actions. Gratitude is also emphasized as an
attitude that should accompany this peace.

The peace of God that surpasses all
understanding is a profound and
transformative experience for believers. The
“peace of God” refers to an inner tranquility, a
sense of calmness and contentment that
transcends human understanding. It is a
spiritual state experienced by believers that is
a direct result of their relationship with God.
This peace is not dependent on external
circumstances but is a gift from God Himself.

The peace of God surpasses all understanding
because it originates from God Himself. It is
not dependent on external circumstances but is
a supernatural peace that transcends human
comprehension. This peace flows from God’s
character and presence and is imparted to
believers through their relationship with Him.

The peace of God provides a profound sense of
calm, tranquility, and freedom from anxiety. It
is an inner assurance and contentment that
comes from knowing and trusting in God’s
sovereignty, goodness, and faithfulness. It
enables believers to surrender their worries
and concerns to God, knowing that He is in
control and will provide for their needs.

The peace of God acts as a guard or protector

for our hearts and minds. It shields us from
the onslaught of fear, doubt, and negativity
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that can infiltrate our thoughts and emotions.
This peace allows us to experience emotional
stability, mental clarity, and spiritual well-
being even in challenging circumstances.

The peace of God, as mentioned in Ephesians
2:14, not only brings peace between God and
humanity but also breaks down the walls of
hostility and division between people. It fosters
reconciliation, unity, and harmonious
relationships within the body of Christ. It
enables believers to strive for peace,
understanding, and cooperation with others,
reflecting the character of Christ in their
interactions.

The peace of Christ is meant to govern and
guide our hearts, to shape our attitudes,
decisions, and responses. By allowing the
peace of Christ to rule in our hearts, we
experience a deeper intimacy with Him and live
in alignment with His will. To experience the
peace of God that surpasses all understanding,
we are encouraged to cultivate a deep and
intimate relationship with God through prayer.

One of the most challenging but rewarding
ways in which I experience the peace of God in
my life is when I surrender control to God.
Letting go of the desire to control everything
and trust in God’s plans and timing might be
one of the hardest things any of us does. As
we surrender our worries and burdens to Him,
knowing that He is able to carry them, it allows
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His peace to reign in our hearts and causes us
to be anxious about nothing.

Blessing #28: I have peace with God
(Isaiah 53:5, Romans 5:1, Ephesians 2:14).

Having peace with God differs from having the
peace of God. Having peace with God means
being reconciled to Him through faith in Jesus
Christ. It refers to the restoration of a broken
relationship between God and humanity,
resulting in a state of harmony, acceptance,
and reconciliation.

The Bible teaches that all humanity is born
with a sinful nature, separated from God due
to disobedience and rebellion against His
perfect standards (Romans 3:23, Isaiah 59:2).
This broken relationship results in spiritual
death and an inherent inability to reconcile
with God on our own.

Despite humanity’s rebellion, God initiated the
plan of salvation out of His love and grace. He
sent His Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to
reconcile humanity to Himself (John 3:16-17,
Romans 5:8). Jesus lived a sinless life, died on
the cross as a sacrifice for our sins, and rose
again, conquering sin and death.

Peace with God is attained through faith in
Jesus Christ. By believing in Jesus as the Son
of God and the Savior of the world, and
receiving His sacrifice for our sins as we
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confess Him as Lord, we are justified—declared
righteous before God (Romans 5:1, Ephesians
2:8-9). It is through this faith that the broken
relationship with God is restored, and we enter
into a state of peace and reconciliation.

Through Jesus’ sacrifice, believers are
redeemed from the power and penalty of sin
(Ephesians 1:7). Our sins are forgiven, and we
are reconciled to God, no longer considered
enemies but adopted as His children
(Colossians 1:19-22, Romans 8:15-17).

Peace with God results in a transformed life.
The Holy Spirit dwells within believers,
empowering them to live according to God'’s
will and to bear the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians
5:22-23). As we surrender to God’s guidance
and allow His Spirit to work in us, we
experience growth, transformation, and a
deepening relationship with Him.

Having peace with God provides believers with
the assurance of salvation and eternal security.
We can trust in God’s promises that nothing
can separate us from His love (Romans 8:38-
39). The peace we have with God is not
temporary or conditional but is founded on His
unchanging character and faithfulness.

Peace with God compels us to live in obedience
to His commands out of love and gratitude. It
involves aligning our lives with His Word and
seeking to honor Him in all aspects of our lives
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(John 14:15, Colossians 3:17). This obedience
is not burdensome but is a response to the
grace we have received. Peace with God is not
merely the absence of conflict but the presence
of a restored and harmonious relationship with
our Creator.

Isaiah 53:5 prophesies about the suffering and
sacrifice of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, who
would bear our sins and bring healing and
reconciliation between humanity and God.
Through His atoning work, we can find peace
with God.

In Romans 5:1 Paul emphasizes that through
faith in Jesus Christ, we are justified before
God, and as a result, we have peace with Him.
Justification refers to being declared righteous
in God’s sight, no longer under the
condemnation of sin.

In Ephesians 2:14 Paul is referring to the
peace that has been established through the
reconciling work of Jesus Christ. By His
sacrificial death and Resurrection, Jesus has
brought peace between God and humanity and
has also broken down the walls of division and
hostility that exist between people.

Blessing #29: The Spirit of God, who is

greater than the enemy in the world, lives in
me (1 John 4:4).
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Through your union with Christ, you possess
the inherent ability to overcome any challenge
or obstacle. When you surrendered your life to
the Lord, He initiated a transformative process,
making you a brand-new creation. He imparted
His resilient DNA and His victorious Spirit to
you. As a result, you now embody the essence
of an overcomer by nature. The capacity to
triumph resides within you at a fundamental
level, ingrained in your very being. It is an
integral part of who you are.

The Spirit of God refers to the Holy Spirit, the
third person of the Trinity. The Holy Spirit is
fully God and co-equal with the Father and the
Son. He is the one who comes to dwell within
believers upon their faith in Jesus Christ.

The verse states that the Spirit of God is
greater than the enemy in the world. This
enemy refers to Satan and the forces of
darkness. The Bible describes Satan as the
adversary who seeks to deceive, accuse, and
bring destruction. However, as believers, we
have the assurance that the Spirit of God living
in us is greater and more powerful than the
enemy.

One of the remarkable aspects of the Christian
faith is the presence of the Holy Spirit within
believers. When we place our faith in Jesus
Christ, the Holy Spirit comes to dwell in us,
transforming us from within and empowering
us for life and godliness. The indwelling of the
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Holy Spirit is a seal of our redemption and a
guarantee of our future inheritance in Christ.

The Spirit of God living in believers empowers
us to overcome the enemy and the
temptations of the world. The Holy Spirit works
in us and empowers us to live a life that
honors God. We are equipped by the Holy
Spirit with spiritual gifts, and He produces the
fruit of the Spirit in our lives, empowering us
to bear witness to Jesus Christ.

Knowing that the Spirit of God, who is greater
than the enemy, lives in us brings great
confidence and assurance. The presence of the
Holy Spirit gives us the ability to resist
temptation, overcome trials, and walk in
victory. We are called to be salt and light,
ambassadors of Christ, and vessels through
which God’s love and truth are manifested. The
Spirit enables us to demonstrate the character
of Christ, share the Gospel, and participate in
God’s redemptive work in the world.

This indwelling Holy Spirit is greater than the
enemy in the world, empowering us to live
victorious lives and resist the schemes of the
devil. May we continually rely on the Spirit’s
guidance, strength, and wisdom as we
navigate our journey of faith.

Blessing #30: The light of the Gospel shines
in my mind (2 Corinthians 4:4).
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The light of the Gospel refers to the good news
of salvation through Jesus Christ. It
encompasses the message of God’s love,
forgiveness, and redemption for humanity.
Before encountering the Gospel, our minds are
often veiled or blinded by sin, ignorance, and
the influence of the world.

In Acts 2, we witness a pivotal moment in the
early Christian Church as Peter, one of the
twelve disciples, delivers a powerful sermon on
the day of Pentecost. This event marked the
beginning of Peter’s public proclamation of the
Gospel after receiving the empowering of the
Holy Spirit.

Amidst the amazement and confusion, Peter
stands up and addresses the crowd, boldly
proclaiming the message of salvation. He
starts by explaining the miraculous events they
had just witnessed were a fulfillment of the
prophecy spoken by the prophet Joel (Acts
2:16-21). Peter seizes this opportunity to
explain that Jesus of Nazareth, whom the
people had witnessed performing signs and
wonders, was indeed the promised Messiah.

With great conviction, Peter lays out the
central message of the Gospel. He speaks of
Jesus’ life, crucifixion, and Resurrection,
emphasizing that although Jesus was crucified
by the hands of lawless men, God raised Him
from the dead (Acts 2:23-24). Peter declares
that Jesus is both Lord and Christ, the long-
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awaited Savior who fulfills the prophecies of
the Old Testament (Acts 2:36).

The impact of Peter’s words is profound. The
people are cut to the heart, realizing the
gravity of their sin and the need for
repentance. They cry out, "What shall we do?”
(Acts 2:37), recognizing the urgency of their
response to Peter’s message. In a powerful
demonstration of faith and repentance, Peter
instructs them to repent, be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
their sins, and receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit (Acts 2:38).

Approximately three thousand people respond
to Peter’s call that day and are added to the
growing number of believers. They devote
themselves to the apostles’ teaching,
fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayer (Acts
2:42). This momentous event marks the birth
of the early Christian Church, where the Gospel
spreads rapidly, and lives are transformed by
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Peter’s preaching in Acts 2 serves as a
powerful example of boldness, clarity, and the
anointing of the Holy Spirit in proclaiming the
Gospel.

When we encounter the truth of the Gospel,
the Holy Spirit opens our minds to comprehend
its significance and implications as evidenced
by Peter’s sermon in Acts 2. The light of the
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Gospel signifies the illumination and revelation
that comes through understanding and
embracing this message. The Gospel is often
described as light because it brings illumination
and understanding to our minds and hearts.
Before encountering the Gospel, we were in
spiritual darkness, unable to comprehend or
fully grasp the truths of God. However,
through faith in Jesus Christ, the light of the
Gospel shines in our minds, enabling us to
understand and embrace the truths revealed in
God’s Word. Through the work of the Holy
Spirit, the truth and power of the Gospel
become clear, penetrating our understanding
and transforming our perspective.

What the light of the Gospel does is illuminate
the truth about God, His character, His plan of
salvation, and His purpose for our lives. It
reveals the depth of God’s love, the reality of
our sin problem, and the means of
reconciliation through Jesus Christ. This
illumination enables us to grasp the profound
truths of God’s Word and to receive the
salvation of the Lord.

The shining of the light of the Gospel in our
minds brings transformation and renewal. As
we embrace the truth of the Gospel, our
thinking is reshaped, our perspectives are
aligned with God’s truth, and our minds are
renewed. The light of the Gospel not only
brings intellectual understanding but also
empowers us to live out its truth. It guides our
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decisions, actions, and attitudes, enabling us
to walk in alignment with God’s will.

The light of the Gospel is nhot meant to be
contained within us but to be shared with
others. As the Gospel shines in our minds, we
become bearers of that light, called to share it
with a world still in darkness. We are
commissioned to proclaim and demonstrate
the transformative power of the Gospel to
others, bringing them into the knowledge of
God’s saving grace.

Blessing #31: I can be transformed by the
renewing of my mind. And I will be able to test
and approve what God's will is—His good,
pleasing, and perfect will (Romans 12:2).

Believers can undergo a transformative
process by renewing their minds. This
transformation occurs when we align our
thinking and perspective with God’s truth,
allowing it to shape our beliefs, values, and
behaviors. When you encounter preaching that
calls for repentance, your initial understanding
of repentance might involve feelings of
mourning and sorrow. However, it is crucial to
grasp the true meaning of the word “repent” to
fully comprehend its significance. The Greek
term for repentance is “metanoeo,” which
simply denotes a change of mind or
perspective.?? Repentance is essentially about

2https:/iwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g3340/kjv/tr/0-1/
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altering your mindset. The kindness of God is
what leads us to repentance (Romans 2:4).

Therefore, even if the term “repent” is not
explicitly used when God’s people listen to the
anointed preaching of His Word, the process of
repentance still takes place. Their minds
transform as they let go of old beliefs that
have kept them in bondage and embrace the
liberating truth.

The mind is a powerful aspect of our being,
influencing how we perceive the world, make
decisions, and live our lives. In this verse, Paul
highlights the significance of the mind in the
process of transformation. By intentionally
renewing our minds, we can experience a
radical shift in our thinking and approach to
life.

The renewing of the mind happens through the
transformative power of God’s Word and the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. As we immerse
ourselves in the truths of Scripture, meditate
on them, and allow them to penetrate our
hearts and minds, the Holy Spirit works within
us to bring about transformation and renewal.

Through the process of renewing our minds,
we gain the ability to discern and understand
God’s will. As our thinking aligns with His truth,
we become more attuned to His leading and
can discern what is good, pleasing, and perfect
according to His will. This empowers us to
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make choices that are in harmony with God’s
desires for our lives.

Renewing the mind is not a one-time event but
an ongoing process. It requires a deliberate
and continual effort to align our thoughts,
attitudes, and beliefs with the truth of God’s
truth. It involves replacing worldly and sinful
patterns of thinking with God’s perspective and
wisdom. When our minds are renewed, it has a
transformative impact on our entire lives. Our
behaviors, emotions, and relationships are
affected as we adopt a Christ-centered
worldview. We are no longer conformed to the
patterns of this world, but our lives reflect the
values and character of Christ.

Blessing #32: [ have a rock-solid foundation,
I am secure in Christ (Psalm 18:2, Isaiah
28:16, Matthew 7:24-25, 1 Corinthians 3:11,
10:4, Ephesians 2:20).

In Matthew 7:24-25, Jesus uses the analogy of
building a house on a rock to convey the
importance of a solid foundation. The wise man
who builds his house on the rock represents
someone who hears and obeys the teachings of
Jesus. This person’s life is founded on the
unshakable truth and wisdom of Christ. When
storms come, representing the challenges and
trials of life, the house remains standing
because it is firmly anchored to the rock. This
illustrates the steadfastness, security, and
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stability we find in Jesus Christ as our
foundation.

Jesus Christ is the foundation on which our
faith is built. A rock-solid foundation signifies
something unshakeable, stable, and secure.
Jesus Christ, being the foundation of our faith,
provides us with a firm and unchanging basis
upon which we can build our lives. He is the
source of our salvation, the anchor of our
hope, and the sure foundation for our beliefs
and values.

Our faith is grounded on the unshakable truth
of God’s Word and the person and work of
Jesus Christ. Our security is not based on our
efforts or merit but on the finished work of
Christ. It is through our faith in Him that we
become part of God’s household, with Christ as
the cornerstone holding everything together.

We are part of God’s redeemed people, His
church, and have been united with Christ. This
identity provides us with a sense of purpose
and belonging in the grand plan of God’s
Kingdom.

When I say, "I am secure,” I am
acknowledging the unshakable foundation I
have in Christ. It means that my faith is built
on the truth of God’s Word and the person of
Jesus Christ. This security assures us that we
are firmly established in our relationship with
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God and that nothing can separate us from His
love (Romans 8:38-39).

This verse reminds us that our security is not
based on our abilities or circumstances but on
the unchanging character and faithfulness of
God. It assures us that we can have confidence
in our salvation and the promises of God, even
with whatever happens to us in our earthly
lives.

Understanding our security in Christ brings a
sense of peace, confidence, and hope. It
enables us to face the uncertainties of life with
courage, knowing that our foundation is
secure. It also motivates us to live out our
faith boldly, knowing that our identity and
purpose are rooted in Christ.

Once upon a time, in a small village nestled
among rolling green hills, there lived a
community of skilled craftsmen. Among them
was a humble blacksmith named Samuel.
Samuel was known throughout the village for
his exceptional talent and dedication to his
craft. He had a deep passion for creating
beautiful and sturdy works of art from the
rawest of metals.

One day, a young boy named Daniel
approached Samuel’s workshop with a glimmer
of curiosity in his eyes. Daniel had always been
captivated by the blacksmith’s creations and
had dreams of becoming a skilled artisan
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himself. With a shy smile, he asked Samuel if
he could become his apprentice and learn the
secrets of the trade.

Samuel, recognizing Daniel’s genuine
enthusiasm, agreed to take him under his
wing. Over the years, Samuel patiently taught
Daniel the intricacies of metalworking, sharing
his wisdom and expertise. With each passing
day, Daniel grew in skill and confidence,
transforming from a novice into a true artisan.

As the years went by, Daniel became an
accomplished blacksmith in his own right. He
began creating magnificent pieces, each one
reflecting his unique style and passion. The
villagers marveled at his creations, and soon,
his work gained recognition beyond the village.
Daniel’s talent and craftsmanship spread far
and wide, reaching the ears of renowned
artists and connoisseurs.

When asked about his extraordinary ability,
Daniel would often credit Samuel as his source
of inspiration and guidance. He would say, “I
am like a building block, shaped and molded
by the hands of my master. Samuel's
teachings and encouragement have given me
the foundation to grow and flourish.”

Samuel, the blacksmith, can be seen as an
allegorical representation of spiritual mentors
who guide us in understanding and embodying
the teachings of Jesus.
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Just as Samuel patiently instructed Daniel in
the art of blacksmithing, these mentors impart
wisdom, love, and spiritual guidance, enabling
us to grow in our faith and understanding of
Christ’s teachings. Each one of us has been
molded by other believers who have helped us
forge a solid foundation of faith, just as
Samuel laid the groundwork for Daniel’s
craftsmanship.

By learning from these spiritual mentors, we
not only gain knowledge but also experience
the transformative power of Christ’s teachings
in our lives. We begin to comprehend the
depth of Christ’s love, compassion,
forgiveness, and selflessness. As we internalize
these teachings, they become the cornerstone
upon which we build our character and
relationships.

Daniel symbolizes each one of us, gifted with
unique talents and potential waiting to be
unlocked. The story reflects the essence of
Ephesians 2:20, which states:

“Built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief
cornerstone.”

The foundation of Jesus Christ is established
through His redemptive work on the cross.
Through His death and Resurrection, He has
reconciled us to God, removed the barrier of
sin, and provided a way for us to be in a
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restored relationship with our Creator. This
foundation enables us to have a secure and
meaningful connection with God.

Ephesians 2:20 emphasizes that believers are
built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, signifying the unity of the Church.
The teachings and testimonies of the apostles
and prophets, inspired by the Holy Spirit,
provide a consistent and unified message that
supports and reinforces our faith in Jesus
Christ. This foundation unifies believers across
time and space, connecting us to the rich
history and shared truths of the Christian faith.

A rock-solid foundation equips us to persevere
and endure the trials and storms of life. When
our faith is grounded in Jesus Christ, we can
stand firm in the face of adversity, knowing
that He is our strength and refuge. Our
foundation in Christ provides the resilience and
stability we need to weather the challenges
and uncertainties of life.
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Small Group Questions for Chapter 4
Living in Freedom, Cultivating the Mind of
Christ, and Finding Peace Part 2

Blessing #25: How does the experience of
receiving comfort from God in your troubles
enable you to offer genuine support and
empathy to others who are going through
similar challenges?

Blessing #26: How does having the mind of
Christ impact the way you approach and
navigate daily challenges and decisions (1
Corinthians 2:16, Philippians 2:5)?
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Blessing #27: How can you actively cultivate
and experience the peace of God that
surpasses all understanding during life’s trials
and uncertainties (Philippians 4:6-7, Ephesians
2:14, Colossians 3:15)?

Blessing#28: How does having peace with God
differ from having the peace of God? How
might peace with God impact your relationship
with Him (Romans 5:1, Isaiah 53:5, Ephesians
2:14)?
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Blessing #29: How does the awareness of
having the Spirit of God, who is greater than
the enemy in the world, living in you, influence
your perspective on spiritual warfare and
empower you to overcome obstacles (1 John
4:4)?

Blessing #30: In what ways can you allow the
light of the Gospel to shine in your mind and
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transform your thoughts, attitudes, and
perspective on life (2 Corinthians 4:4)?

Blessing #31: What steps can you take to
actively participate in the renewing of your
mind, allowing it to align with God’s will and
enabling you to discern His good, pleasing, and
perfect plans for your life (Romans 12:2)?
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Blessing #32: In what ways have others
helped mold you in your Christian faith (1
Corinthians 3:11, Ephesians 2:20)?

Blessing #33: How does the experience of
receiving comfort from God in your troubles
enable you to offer genuine support and
empathy to others who are going through
similar challenges?
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Chapter 5
Reigning in Victory, Receiving Grace,
Wisdom, and Renewal through Christ
Part 1

““VICTORY
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Blessing #33: I am blessed to extend grace
to others (Proverbs 11:25, Matthew 5:7,
Ephesians 4:32).

When we choose to be generous and show
kindness, compassion, and grace to those
around us, it not only benefits them but also
blesses us. The act of refreshing others,
whether through acts of service,
encouragement, or forgiveness, creates a
positive and uplifting cycle of blessing.

By choosing to be kind, compassionate, and
forgiving, we reflect the character of Christ and
contribute to healthy and harmonious
relationships within the body of believers.

“A generous person will prosper; whoever
refreshes others will be refreshed” (Proverbs
11:25).

In a world that often promotes a dog-eat-dog
mentality, where individuals are encouraged to
do whatever it takes to get ahead, the wisdom
of God’s Word presents a different perspective.
It tells us that a generous person will not only
prosper but also be enriched. The concept of
prospering here is not limited to material
wealth, although God does bless us in that way
too. True prosperity encompasses things that
money cannot buy, such as happiness, love,
time, health, respect, inner peace, trust, and
more.
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Why does God love to bless us? Scripture
teaches us that just as God promised to bless
Abraham so that he could be a blessing, God
blesses us with the same purpose in mind. He
desires for us to freely give what we have
received from Him, and in doing so, He blesses
us even more. This generous lifestyle aligns us
with the overflow of God’s abundant provision
and allows us to experience His blessings in
increasing measure.

In Proverbs 11:24, we are reminded that one
person gives freely and gains even more, while
another withholds unduly and ends up in
poverty. This emphasizes the principle of
generosity and the correlation between giving
and receiving.

Consider a mighty river flowing through a dry,
arid land. Its waters are abundant, bringing life
wherever it goes. The river nourishes the
surrounding vegetation, quenches the thirst of
animals, and sustains entire communities. The
river does not hoard its water but freely gives,
constantly refreshing and providing for others.
Similarly, when we embrace generosity and
freely give our time, resources, and love to
those around us, we become like that river. We
become distributaries from the river, from
Christ Himself.

Revelation 22:1-2 paints a beautiful picture of

the river of the water of life flowing from the
throne of God, bringing healing and life to the
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nations. As we embrace generosity, we tap
into this abundant provision and victory that
we have in Christ. We are called to be conduits
of God’s love, hope, and provision, freely
giving what we have received.

Through Jesus’ victory on the cross, we have
not only been saved but also equipped with His
Spirit and transformed into new creations. As
overcomers, we are called to reflect the
character of our victorious Savior in every
aspect of our lives, including our generosity.

It is important to recognize that generosity is
not just about giving to others but also about
receiving from God. While it is more blessed to
give to our fellow human beings, it pleases God
when we receive from Him too. Understanding
this dynamic of giving and receiving is crucial
in our relationship with God. He desires to pour
out His blessings and abundance upon us, and
when we humbly receive from Him, we allow
Him to be God in our lives.

When we adopt a mindset of receiving from
God, we position ourselves to witness His
miracles and experience His inexhaustible
provision. Just like the feeding of the 5,000,
where Jesus took the little that was available,
thanked the Father, and multiplied it
abundantly. God’s grace supplies far beyond
what we can ask or imagine. When we operate
in faith, which is the hand that takes from God,
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we open ourselves up to His blessings and
provision.

Extending grace to others involves looking
beyond ourselves, seeing the needs of others,
and responding with love and compassion. It
may involve acts of service, offering
forgiveness, speaking words of
encouragement, or simply being present and
listening. By practicing grace and extending it
to others, we become channels of God’s love
and reflect His character in our interactions
and relationships.

Moreover, the act of extending grace fosters a
sense of unity, reconciliation, and community.
It creates an environment of understanding,
forgiveness, and acceptance, where people can
experience God’s love and healing. It also
serves as a testimony to the transformative
power of the Gospel and draws others to the
redemptive work of Christ.

As I reflect upon the truth that I am blessed to
extend grace to others, I am overwhelmed by
a profound sense of gratitude and awe. The
wisdom contained within Proverbs 11:25,
Matthew 5:7, and Ephesians 4:32 resonates
deeply within me and serves as a guiding light
in my interactions with my fellow human
beings.

To extend grace is to offer a compassionate
and forgiving spirit, to look beyond faults and
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shortcomings, and to embrace the inherent
worth and dignity of every individual. It is a
remarkable gift bestowed upon us, enabling us
to transcend our ego and judgments, and
instead, nurture understanding and empathy.

In a world often plagued by conflict, division,
and negativity, extending grace becomes a
transformative act. It is an acknowledgment of
our shared humanity and a recognition that
each person carries within them a unique
journey, struggles, and triumphs. By extending
grace, we create space for healing,
reconciliation, and growth, both within
ourselves and in the lives of those around us.

When I contemplate the blessings that come
from extending grace, I am reminded of the
ripple effect it generates. Like a stone cast into
a calm lake, our acts of grace spread
outwards, touching lives and hearts in ways we
may never fully comprehend. A kind word, a
helping hand, or a forgiving gesture can bring
solace to a troubled soul, restore hope to a
weary heart, or inspire positive change. As we
extend grace, we cultivate humility, patience,
and a deeper understanding of our
imperfections. By choosing compassion over
judgment, we become vessels of love and
healing, fostering an environment where
relationships can flourish and conflicts can be
resolved.
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I recognize that extending grace is not always
easy. It requires a willingness to let go of our
grievances, set aside our pride, and see
beyond the surface of someone’s actions or
words.

As I navigate the complexities of life, I am
grateful for the wisdom imparted by Proverbs
11:25, Matthew 5:7, and Ephesians 4:32. They
remind me that the act of extending grace is
not only a blessing bestowed upon others but
also a profound blessing bestowed upon
myself. In embracing the beauty of grace, I
find my heart expanding, my spirit uplifted,
and my journey enriched.

Let us cherish the privilege of extending grace.
Let us sow seeds of compassion and
understanding, knowing that in doing so, we
reap a bountiful harvest of love, unity, and
personal growth. May we never underestimate
the transformative power of extending grace,
for it is through this act that we truly embody
the blessings we have received and become
beacons of light in a world that yearns for
healing and reconciliation.

Blessing #34: I am victorious in every
situation through Christ (1 Corinthians 15:57).

In the delectable realm of blessings, there lies

a tantalizing nugget that fills my spirit with joy
and confidence. It is the truth found in 1
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Corinthians 15:57, reminding me that through
Christ, I am victorious in every situation.

This nugget of truth is like a succulent morsel
that nourishes my soul. It reassures me that
regardless of the challenges, obstacles, or
trials that come my way, I can rest in the
assurance of victory. It is a reminder that I am
not alone in my struggles, but rather, I have a
divine companion who empowers me to
triumph over adversity.

In moments when life feels overwhelming and
the odds seem insurmountable, this truth
becomes a delightful truth that enhances my
perspective. My thoughts are flavored with
hope and resilience, reminding me that I am
not defined by my circumstances but by the
limitless strength and grace I find in Christ.

When faced with setbacks or disappointments,
1 Corinthians 15:57 reminds me to shift my
focus from the temporary to the eternal. It
encourages me to look beyond the present
moment and anchor my faith in the
unwavering promises of God. Through Christ, I
will rise above despair, doubt, and
discouragement, knowing that His victory is
already mine to claim.

Just as a well-prepared dish leaves a lasting
impression on the palate, the truth of being
victorious in every situation through Christ
leaves a lasting imprint on my heart. It
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prompts me to adopt a mindset of resilience
and perseverance, knowing that the battles I
face are not meant to defeat me but to
strengthen my character and deepen my faith.

This truth also invites me to celebrate the
victories, both big and small, that I experience
along life’s journey. It reminds me to savor the
moments of triumph, giving thanks for the
grace that has brought me through. It
encourages me to share my victories with
others, spreading a contagious joy and hope
that uplifts and inspires those around me.

Embracing this savory truth requires trust and
surrender, as it invites me to relinquish control
and place my confidence in Christ’s unfailing
love and power. It emboldens me to step
forward with courage, knowing that I walk in
the footsteps of a victorious Savior who has
conquered sin, death, and every force that
seeks to rob me of life’'s abundant blessings.

When I remember my victory comes through
Christ, my confidence in my trials remains
high. I base victory not on my strength or
abilities, but on the power and triumph of
Jesus Christ. I most assuredly will be victorious
throughout life. Through His death and
Resurrection, Christ has overcome sin, death,
and the powers of darkness, securing victory
for all who trust in Him.
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The word “victory” in 1 Corinthians 15:57
implies a complete and decisive triumph. It
encompasses all aspects of life—spiritual,
emotional, relational, and even physical. It
means that, in Christ, we have the ultimate
victory over sin, guilt, fear, and any forces that
may try to defeat or discourage us.

The verse assures believers that victory is not
just a possibility but a reality. It is not
dependent on circumstances or the outcomes
of specific situations but on our union with
Christ. Regardless of the challenges we face,
we can have confidence in the ultimate victory
that Christ has already secured on our behalf.

“But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians
15:57).

This verse holds tremendous significance in
reevaluating periods of my life where I felt
defeated and for the current challenges I face.
How can I achieve success? How will I
overcome setbacks? Instead of placing the
focus and attention on myself, this verse
reminds me that victory is not about me; it is
about Christ with me in my situation. I may
not know how Christ will lead me to overcome,
but I do know that He will. Thanks be to God!

Our natural inclination is to fight for victory,

but the truth is that God has already given us
the victory. To understand how this applies to
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the difficulties we face, we can break down the
definition of victory found in 1 Corinthians
15:57.

The Greek word for victory is “nikos”. The
company Nike is named after this Greek
goddess of victory. So, what does “nikos”
mean? It means exactly what the text says:
victory or triumph.3°9 In Jesus, victory is
complete—it is not partial or part-time. When
we look at the Greek word “gives” (didomi), we
find two definitions that fit this context: a gift
and to supply.3! The present active participle
form of this verb signifies that God is actively
supplying us with victory in Jesus’ name, as a
gift of His grace. Our part is to receive that
victory by faith and to celebrate and praise
Him for it, saying “thanks be to God!”

I appreciate the two definitions provided
because we often tend to think that victory
depends on our own efforts. In our natural
world, this is often the case when we engage
in sports, competitions, or other endeavors.
We believe victory is based on what we bring
to the table. However, Paul reminds us in his
letter to the Corinthians that victory is already
ours in Jesus. It is not determined by our
abilities or contributions; it is a gift of God’s
grace. He is the one who supplies it to us.

3Onttps://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g3534/kjv/tr/0-1/
Sthttps://iwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g1325/kjv/tr/0-1/
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When faced with difficult times, we need to ask
ourselves: Are we fighting for victory or
fighting from victory? The moment we fight for
victory, we are in unbelief, and we are
defeated before the battle even begins. Trying
to obtain what God has already given us in
Christ implies that we don’t possess it. We
must recognize that we are already standing
on victory ground based on Jesus’ finished
work. Instead of worrying about how and when
our breakthrough will manifest, we should
settle it in our hearts and minds that we
already have victory through Christ. In doing
so, we will experience God’s rest and peace,
and we will be brought to victory.

Because Christ has overcome the world, we
are overcomers (1 John 5:4). Indeed, we are
more than conquerors through Him who loved
us (Romans 8:37). Unbelief suggests that we
must engage in the battle and fight for victory,
but faith declares that Jesus has already won.
Unbelief trembles before the name of the
adversary, whether it be disease, debt, or
depression. In contrast, faith exalts the Name
that is above every name. Thanks be to God
for the victory He gives us through Jesus.

In John 16:33, Jesus Himself declares, "I have
overcome the world.” As His followers, we are
united with Him and share in His victory. This
means that we can overcome the trials,
tribulations, and temptations of this world
because Christ has already conquered them.
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As we abide in Him, rely on His grace, and
walk in obedience to His teachings, we access
His power and authority. The Holy Spirit
indwells us, equipping and empowering us to
live victoriously in every situation. Believers
are called to live in the reality of their victory
through Christ. This means that we can
approach challenges, setbacks, and even
suffering with a perspective of triumph. We can
stand firm in our faith, knowing that Christ has
already secured the ultimate victory and that
nothing can separate us from His love.

Recognizing our victory through Christ leads us
to respond with gratitude and praise. We can
express our thankfulness for His sacrifice, His
grace, and His faithfulness. Our lives can
become a testimony of God’s victorious work in
and through us, declaring His power and
goodness to the world.

One of your most powerful weapons of warfare
against the enemy is to worship the Lord and
give Him thanks — even before you see the
victory come to pass.

In a remarkable instance recorded in the Bible,
King Jehoshaphat applied this principle to
triumph over the armies that threatened the
people of Judah. In a strategic move, the
worshippers were positioned at the forefront of
Jehoshaphat’s army, offering praise to the
Lord. Even before witnessing the actual
victory, they proclaimed God’s unwavering
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faithfulness, declaring: “Praise the LORD, for
His mercy endures forever.” The outcome of
lifting up the name of the Lord was truly
extraordinary: He orchestrated ambushes that
led to the defeat of their enemies (2 Chronicles
20:21-23)!

This account serves as an invaluable lesson for
us. It reminds us that while our adversaries
may be real and formidable, there is an
overwhelming victory that awaits us when we
magnify and praise the Lord. We have the
power to overcome and conquer, by
acknowledging and exalting the greatness of
our God. When we choose to praise the Lord in
the face of adversity, we witness Him
intervene on our behalf and bring about
triumph in ways we cannot fathom.

Blessing #35: I am an overcomer by the
blood of the Lamb (1 John 5:4-5,
Revelation 12:11).

We no longer have to be enslaved by our past
mistakes, trapped in cycles of sin, or
overwhelmed by the schemes of the enemy.
Through the blood of the Lamb, we are set free
and empowered to live victorious lives. 1 John
5:4-5 is a key Scripture that tells us to anchor
our faith in Jesus, walk in the truth of our
identity, and embrace the victorious life that is
available to us through Him.
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The “Lamb” refers to Jesus Christ, who
sacrificially gave His life on the cross as an
atonement for sin. The “blood of the Lamb”
represents the redemptive and cleansing
power of Christ’s sacrifice. It signifies the
forgiveness, redemption, and victory that
believers have through His shed blood.

Believers overcome by the blood of the Lamb.
This means that our victory over sin, Satan,
and the world is made possible through the
sacrificial death and Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. His blood provides the means by which
we are reconciled to God, cleansed from sin,
and empowered to live victorious lives.

The blood of the Lamb has the power to break
the bondage and control of sin in our lives.
Through Christ’s sacrifice, we are set free from
the penalty and power of sin. We no longer
have to be enslaved to its desires or held
captive by its consequences. Instead, we can
live in the freedom and victory that Jesus
secured for us.

Revelation 12:11 speaks about overcoming
“the accuser of our brothers and sisters.” Have
you ever wondered about the true identity of
the one who steals, kills, and accuses
relentlessly? His first name is Satan, derived
from the Hebrew term meaning “prosecutor at
law” or “accuser.” Satan, also known as the
accuser, seeks to condemn and accuse
believers of their sins and shortcomings. In a
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court of law, the role of a prosecutor is to bring
charges against someone and secure their
condemnation. The prosecutor focuses on
exposing flaws and faults, neglecting any
positive aspects. Relentlessly, the prosecutor
hurls accusations, leaving the accused feeling
condemned. Through accusations, Satan seeks
to condemn you, using the holy and just Law
as his tool.

As we stand accused under the weight of the
Law’s demands, Jesus steps in as our defense
attorney. He fulfills the requirements of the
Law on our behalf, offering Himself as the
perfect sacrifice for our sins. Through His death
and Resurrection, He provides the basis for our
righteousness.

Jesus takes our place, bearing the punishment
we deserve, and offers us His righteousness in
exchange. He presents His finished work as
evidence, declaring us justified and free from
condemnation. By faith in Him, we are united
with Christ, and His righteousness is imputed
to us.

Through His sacrifice, Jesus satisfies the
demands of justice, upholds the Law, and
secures our freedom. His blood covers our
sins, and His righteousness becomes our
righteousness. As our advocate, He stands
before the judge, declaring us innocent and
reconciled to God. It is the blood of the Lamb
that serves as our defense and justification. It
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declares us righteous before God and nullifies
the accusations of the enemy. We overcome
the accusations and condemnation of the
enemy through the power of Christ’s blood.

The phrase “we overcame” highlights the
identity and reality of believers as overcomers.
Through our faith in Jesus and the power of His
blood, we are no longer victims of sin, defeat,
or spiritual forces. Instead, we are empowered
to live as conquerors, walking in the victory
that Christ has won for us.

The context of Revelation 12 speaks of
believers enduring trials and persecution.
Despite the challenges, the verse encourages
believers to stand firm in their faith, relying on
the blood of the Lamb for strength and victory.
By persevering and remaining faithful,
believers bear withess to the transformative
power of Christ’s blood, demonstrating His
victory in their lives.

Blessing #36: I can do all things through
Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:13).

Philippians 4:13 is a powerful declaration by
the Apostle Paul: *I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.” It is important to
consider the context of this verse within the
book of Philippians. In the preceding verses,
Paul discusses contentment in both abundance
and lack. He acknowledges that he has learned
to be content in every circumstance, whether
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in times of plenty or times of need (Philippians
4:11-12). The verse, "I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me,” is spoken
within the framework of contentment and trust
in Christ’s provision.

Philippians 4:13 highlights our need to depend
on Christ for strength and enablement. As
believers, we recognize that our human
abilities and resources are limited. However,
through our connection with Christ, we tap into
His limitless power, wisdom, and grace. We
acknowledge that it is through His strength
that we can accomplish all things.

The phrase “all things” encompasses a wide
range of circumstances and challenges we may
face in life. It includes both the mundane and
the extraordinary, the easy and the difficult,
the joyful and the sorrowful. Through Christ,
we are empowered to navigate and overcome
any situation that comes our way. “All things”
means all that you need for God-glorifying
contentment. Even Paul’s love for the
Philippians flowed from his contentment in
God. The strength of God (Philippians 4:13)
and His supply (Philippians 4:19) often are
revealed through our greatest struggles. Paul’s
aim here is contentment, not achievement.
Rather than envisioning all that he can
accomplish, he is focused on his heart’s
response to his circumstances, whether
favorable or not. Paul grew to believe with
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great conviction all of who Christ was in his
life—his Savior, his Friend, his Provider, his
Lord—and it was the essence of what he
needed most. The sufficiency of Christ that
Paul experienced enabled him to have a strong
heart of contentment (joy, peace, and
gratitude) in the best and worst of times
because Christ lived in Him and was with Him
always.

The strength we receive from Christ is not
meant for selfish gain or personal ambitions. It
is given to empower us to fulfill God’s purposes
and to bring glory to Him. Whether it involves
serving others, sharing the Gospel,
demonstrating love and compassion, or
persevering through challenges, we can rely on
Christ’s strength to accomplish what He has
called us to do.

Philippians 4:13 is a recognition of the strength
we are given because of our union with Jesus.
We are in a relationship with Jesus, and
through that relationship, we receive His
strength, guidance, and wisdom. It is in this
partnership that we find the ability to face any
situation and accomplish what is in line with
God'’s will.

While the verse affirms that we can do all
things through Christ, it does not suggest that
we can achieve anything we desire in our
strength. Rather, it acknowledges that our
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abilities and potential are ultimately dependent
on Christ. It requires surrendering our
agendas, desires, and plans to align with His
will, and seeking His guidance and
empowerment in all that we do. Philippians
4:13 encourages us to recognize Jesus actively
working through us to accomplish whatever
God has called us to do.

Blessing #37: I have been rescued from the
domain and the power of darkness and brought
into God’s Kingdom (Colossians 1:13).

Before coming to faith in Christ, every person
is under the influence and dominion of
darkness. This refers to the realm of sin,
spiritual separation from God, and the power of
evil. We were trapped in the bondage of sin
and unable to free ourselves. However,
through our faith in Jesus Christ, His sacrifice
on the cross, and the work of the Holy Spirit,
we have been rescued from this domain. We
have been liberated from the power and
control of darkness and its destructive forces.

Believers are transferred from the domain of
darkness into the Kingdom of God. This
Kingdom represents God’s reign, where He
rules and exercises His authority in the lives of
those who believe in Him. It is a realm of
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit
(Romans 14:17). By God’s grace, we are
granted citizenship in His Kingdom and become
participants in His divine purposes.
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The rescue and transfer from darkness to
God’s Kingdom is not something we achieve on
our own. It is a supernatural and
transformative act of God’s grace. It is through
the redeeming work of Jesus Christ, His death,
and Resurrection that we are saved and
brought into His Kingdom. It is God’s initiative
and love that orchestrates this rescue, setting
us free from the power and influence of
darkness.

Being rescued from the domain and power of
darkness is great news as it means we are no
longer under its control. We are set free from
the dominion of sin, guilt, condemnation, and
the destructive forces of evil. Through Christ’s
victory on the cross, we have been liberated
from the bondage and consequences of sin,
and we can now live in the freedom and power
of the Holy Spirit.

As citizens of God’s Kingdom, our identity and
purpose are transformed. We are no longer
defined by the darkness but by our relationship
with God. We are called to live as children of
light, bearing witness to His truth, love, and
righteousness. Our lives are marked by a new
allegiance, values, and priorities that align with
God’s Kingdom. Our new lives in Christ are
marked by the characteristics of the Kingdom
which are righteousness, peace, and joy in the
Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). Being
righteousness-conscious, (knowing we are the
righteousness of God in Christ Jesus [2
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Corinthians 5:21]) leads us to the emotions of
joy and peace.

Being part of God’s Kingdom means living in
accordance with its values, principles, and
priorities. We seek to reflect the character of
our Heavenly Father, showing love, mercy,
forgiveness, and justice to others. We
participate in God’s work of reconciling and
restoring all things to Himself, bringing His
Kingdom's influence to bear on every aspect of
our lives and the world around us.

Blessing #38: I live by faith in God and can
extinguish all the flaming darts (attacks) of the
enemy (Ephesians 6:16).

As believers in Jesus, our lives are anchored in
faith in God. We trust in His character, His
promises, and His faithfulness. Living by faith
means relying on God’s wisdom, strength, and
guidance. It involves surrendering our self-
reliance and acknowledging our dependence on
Him. Our faith in God provides the foundation
for our spiritual defense.

Ephesians 6:16 describes the attacks of the
enemy as “flaming darts.” These represent the
schemes, lies, temptations, and assaults
directed at believers by Satan and his spiritual
forces. The enemy seeks to undermine our
faith, distort our perception of God, and hinder
our spiritual progress. These attacks can come
in various forms, such as shame,
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condemnation, doubts, fears, discouragement,
temptations, distractions, and more.

The first two attacks mentioned from the
enemy of shame and condemnation can be
confusing in what the difference is between
them.

Shame is a deep sense of unworthiness or
inadequacy as a person. It is a more pervasive
and internalized feeling that arises from a
belief that we are fundamentally flawed,
defective, or undeserving of acceptance and
love. Unlike guilt, which focuses on our
actions, shame goes to the core of our identity.
It often stems from negative self-perception,
comparisons with others, or societal
expectations. Shame can be debilitating,
leading to feelings of isolation, self-hatred, and
avoidance of vulnerability.

Condemnation is a judgment or criticism that is
imposed upon someone, by themselves and
others, and is a primary strategy of the forces
of evil to attack someone’s life. It involves a
pronouncement of guilt or disapproval,
emphasizing the wrongness or inadequacy of a
person’s actions or character. Condemnation is
harsh, relentless, and lacking in grace or
forgiveness. It keeps individuals trapped in a
cycle of negativity and can erode their sense of
worth and possibility for change.
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The good news is found in Romans 8:1 NLT:
“So now there is no condemnation for those
who belong to Christ Jesus.”

In the preceding verses of Ephesians 6, the
apostle Paul describes the spiritual armor that
believers are to put on for their protection in
the battle against the enemy. The shield of
faith is one of the pieces of the armor. It
represents our trust and confidence in God’s
character and promises. When we live by faith,
our shield is raised, providing a protective
barrier and rendering the flaming darts of the
enemy ineffective.

The shield of faith serves as a defense
mechanism to extinguish the flaming darts of
the enemy. When we trust in God and His
Word, we can deflect and neutralize the
attacks aimed at our faith and spiritual well-
being. Our faith in God’s Word acts as a shield
that quenches the fiery assaults, preventing
them from causing harm or leading us astray.

The more we cultivate our relationship with
God, study His Word, and experience His
faithfulness, the stronger our faith becomes.
Faith comes by hearing the Word of God
(Romans 10:17). By continually nourishing our
faith through prayer, Scripture, fellowship with
other believers, and reliance on the Holy Spirit,
we become more resilient and better equipped
to withstand the enemy’s attacks.
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When we live by faith and effectively use the
shield of faith, we can overcome the attacks of
the enemy. While we will face challenges and
spiritual warfare, we have the assurance that
God is with us, and through Him, we are
victorious. Our faith in God empowers us to
stand firm, persevere, and overcome the
schemes of the enemy.

“The book of Ephesians outlines ‘the 3 Ws’ that
sum up what a believer possesses in Christ:

o The wealth of the believer — This refers
to all the spiritual blessings, riches, and
wealth we have in Christ. This is
represented by the position of “sitting”
as we are in a position of resting in the
Lord.

o The walk of the believer — We are called
to walk worthy of the high calling given
to us by God; in other words, to walk like
a prince or princess.

o The warfare of the believer — “Standing”
in the book of Ephesians refers to the
spiritual position and identity of believers
in Christ.

When the devil comes to accuse you or lie to
you about areas of your life such as healing,
remember that you are already standing on
your possession that healing has already been
paid for at the cross (Isaiah 53:5). The enemy
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is simply attacking you in an attempt to move
you from your position of victory.

Know that you are not praying in order to take
the ground—this is praying from defeat.
Instead, you are already on victory ground.
You already possess healing, peace (Romans
5:1), and every other blessing.”3?2

Blessing #39 I have Jesus who is the power
and wisdom of God
(1 Corinthians 1:5,24, Colossians 2:3).

1 Corinthians 1:24 refers to Jesus as the
“power of God.” This means that Jesus
embodies the divine power and authority of
God Himself. Through His life, death, and
Resurrection, Jesus demonstrated the ultimate
power of God over sin, death, and all spiritual
forces of darkness. He is the source of power
that brings salvation, transformation, and the
ability to live a victorious life in Him.

The verses in 1 Corinthians 1:24 and
Colossians 2:3 both highlight Jesus as the
wisdom of God. This signifies that Jesus is the
embodiment of God’s perfect wisdom and
understanding. In Him, we find the answers to
life’s most profound questions, the solution to
our deepest needs, and the guidance for
righteous living. Jesus is the source of true

32Joseph Prince. Under Attack? Put on the Armor of God!. September
17, 2017. https://www.josephprince.com/sermon-notes/under-attack-put-
on-the-armor-of-god
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wisdom that surpasses human understanding
and reveals God’s plan for redemption and
reconciliation. Jesus, being the wisdom of God,
reveals to us the deep truths and mysteries of
God’s Kingdom. It is through our connection
with Jesus that we can comprehend the
profound wisdom and purposes of God that are
hidden from the world. 1 Corinthians 2:7-10:
“But we speak the wisdom of God in a
mystery, the hidden wisdom which God
ordained before the ages for our glory, which
none of the rulers of this age knew; for had
they known, they would not have crucified the
Lord of glory. But as it is written: 'Eye has not
seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the
heart of man the things which God has
prepared for those who love Him.' But God has
revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the
Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things
of God.”

As believers, we have the privilege and
opportunity to access the power and wisdom of
Jesus. Through our relationship with Him, we
can tap into His divine resources and
experience His transformative work in our
lives. We have access to the power that raised
Jesus from the dead (Romans 8:11), enabling
us to overcome sin, live in righteousness, and
fulfill God’s purposes. Likewise, we can seek
wisdom from Jesus, allowing His Spirit to guide
us in making decisions, discerning truth, and
understanding God’s will for our lives.
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Recognizing Jesus as the power and wisdom of
God calls us to a place of humble dependence
on Him. We acknowledge that we cannot rely
solely on our strength or intellect but must rely
on the power and wisdom that flows from
Jesus. Our trust and faith are firmly placed in
Him, recognizing that apart from Him, we can
do nothing (John 15:5). In our weakness, He
provides strength. In our ignorance, He offers
wisdom. Through Him, we experience true
empowerment and illumination.

Embracing Jesus as the power and wisdom of
God opens the door for transformation and
spiritual growth in our lives. Through His
wisdom, He guides us into truth, aligns our
thinking with His, and helps us navigate the
complexities of life. As we continually abide in
Jesus, His power and wisdom enable us to
mature spiritually and become more like Him.

Blessing #40: I am renewed in the
knowledge of God (Colossians 3:9-10).

What is remarkable is the truth that believers
are being renewed in the knowledge of God.
This renewal refers to a continuous and
ongoing transformation that takes place in the
lives of those who have put their faith in Jesus
Christ. It involves a deepening understanding
of who God is, His character, His ways, and His
will. As we grow in our knowledge of God, we
are continually transformed and shaped by His
truth and presence.
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In Colossians 3:9, the call to “lay aside the old
self” is significant because our old self was
crucified with Christ (Romans 6:6). However,
many Christians, unaware of this truth, often
attempt to reform their old selves, which
ultimately is a futile endeavor. Our flesh, our
old nature, cannot be improved or
transformed. Instead, what we truly need and
what Christ graciously offers is a completely
new life—a life that is infused with His very
own nature and character. A life that is His. We
leave behind our former way of life
characterized by sin, worldly values, and self-
centeredness. Through our union with Christ,
we are called to live according to God’s will.
The renewal process begins with a deliberate
decision to embrace a new way of living by
following Jesus.

Along with putting off or laying aside the old
self, the verse instructs believers to “put on
the new self, which is being renewed in
knowledge after the image of its Creator.” This
involves embracing our new identity in Christ
and allowing His transformative work to take
place in us. The new self is characterized by
righteousness, holiness, and conformity to the
image of Jesus Christ. It is through the renewal
of our minds and hearts that we increasingly
reflect the likeness of our Creator.

Colossians 3:9-10 emphasizes that renewal
takes place through the knowledge of God. As

173




we grow in our understanding of God'’s
character, His Word, and His ways, our minds
are transformed, and our lives are increasingly
aligned with His purposes. The knowledge of
God brings about a change in our thoughts,
attitudes, and actions, leading us to live by His
truth and will.

The renewal process is hot something we
accomplish on our own. It is the work of the
Holy Spirit in us. The Holy Spirit helps us
comprehend the truths of God’s Word,
empowers us to live according to His Word,
and guides us into a deeper knowledge of God.
It is through our cooperation with the Holy
Spirit that the process of renewal unfolds in
our lives.

Renewal in the knowledge of God is a lifelong
journey for believers. It is not a one-time
event but a continual process of growth and
transformation. As we seek to know God more
intimately, surrendering ourselves to His
leading, and allowing His truth to shape our
lives, we are progressively renewed in our
minds, hearts, and actions.

Blessing #41: 1 am a fragrance of Christ. I
am merciful, nonjudgmental, and quick to
forgive (Luke 6:36-38, 2 Corinthians 2:15).

As we reflect on Jesus’ character, our lives are

a testimony of His grace and redemption to
others. These verses invite believers to reflect
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the character of Jesus in their lives. As
followers of Christ, we are called to
demonstrate His attributes of mercy, non-
judgment, and forgiveness. These qualities
exemplify the heart of Christ and His
redemptive work in us. When we exhibit
mercy, refrain from passing judgment, and
readily forgive others, we reflect the love,
grace, and compassion of Jesus to those
around us.

The metaphor of a fragrance of Christ in 2
Corinthians 2:15 emphasizes the influence and
impact believers have when they embody the
character of Christ. A fragrance is something
that is sensed or perceived by others. When
we manifest the mercy, non-judgment, and
forgiveness of Christ, our lives emit a spiritual
fragrance that draws people's attention and
reflects the goodness of God. Our words,
actions, and attitudes should exude the aroma
of Christ, leaving a positive and lasting
impression on those we encounter.

“At Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper,
Jesus was reclining at the table when a woman
approached Him with an alabaster flask of very
expensive ointment. She poured the ointment
on His head, and as she stood behind Him at
His feet, she began to wet His feet with her
tears. Then she wiped them with her hair,
kissed them, and poured perfume on them”
(Luke 7:38).
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Upon witnessing this act, the disciples became
indignant, questioning the apparent waste of
the costly ointment. They suggested it could
have been sold for a significant sum and given
to the poor. However, Jesus, fully aware of
their thoughts, defended the woman,
recognizing her act as beautiful. He explained
that she was preparing Him for His burial, as
the ointment was poured on His body. Jesus
declared that wherever the Gospel is
proclaimed, her deed would be remembered
(Matthew 26:6-13).

Worship, like Mary’s, involves acknowledging
and experiencing the presence of Jesus. The
amazing truth is the perfume that was used to
anoint Jesus’ feet would have been with Mary
(in her hair) after she left Jesus’ presence. Just
as the fragrance of the perfume clung to Mary,
being in the presence of the Lord results in His
glory, majesty, beauty, power, love, and peace
rubbing off on us. Acts 4:13 portrays this effect
on Peter and John, as their boldness and
authority astonished the rulers and elders who
realized they had been with Jesus. "Now when
they [the rulers and elders of Israel] saw the
boldness of Peter and John and perceived that
they were uneducated and untrained men,
they marveled. And they realized that they had
been with Jesus.”

Luke 6:36-38 highlights the importance and
the impact of the choices we make in reflecting
Jesus’ character. It encourages us to be
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compassionate, non-judgmental, and forgiving,
just as our heavenly Father is. This is a sweet
fragrance of Jesus released through our lives.

Spending time with Jesus leaves a lasting
impression, transforming us to resemble Him.
Mary’s anointing of Jesus’ feet is a reminder to
bask in His presence, that time spent with our
sweet Jesus, leaves us smelling like Him.
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Small Group Questions for Chapter 5

Reigning in Victory, Receiving Grace,

Wisdom, and Renewal through Christ
Part 1

Blessing #33: How does extending grace to
others, in alignment with the teachings of
Proverbs 11:25, Matthew 5:7, and Ephesians
4:32, enrich your own life and contribute to a
more compassionate and loving society?

Blessing #34: How does knowing that you are
victorious in every situation through Christ give
you hope in the trials, tribulations, and
persecution that you face?

178




Blessing #35: In what ways does recognizing
yourself as an overcomer by the blood of the
Lamb empower you to face adversity with
courage and resilience?

Blessing #36: How does the belief that you can
do all things through Christ Jesus inspire you
to pursue your dreams and overcome obstacles
that come your way?
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Blessing #37: What does it mean to have been
rescued from the domain and power of
darkness and brought into God’s Kingdom?

Blessing #38: How does living by faith in God
extinguish the fiery attacks from the enemy?
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Blessing #39: In what ways does recognizing
that you have Jesus, the power and wisdom of
God, influence your decisions, problem-solving,
and pursuit of knowledge?

Blessing #40: How does being renewed in the
knowledge of God shape your understanding of
yourself, others, and the world around you?
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Blessing #41: What causes us to live as a
fragrance of Christ?
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Chapter 6
Reigning in Victory, Receiving Grace,
Wisdom, and Renewal through Christ
Part 2
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Blessing #42: I am more than a conqueror
through Him who loves me (Romans 8:37).

“More than conquerors” is rooted in the love of
Christ. It is His love for us that enables us to
experience overwhelming victory in all aspects
of life.

Our identity as believers is firmly established in
Christ. We are not defined by our past failures
or the present challenges we face. Instead, our
identity is rooted in our relationship with
Christ, who loves us unconditionally. This
identity empowers us to face any situation with
confidence and the assurance of victory.

Our conquering power comes through Him who
loves us. It is not our strength or abilities that
enable us to triumph, but it is the power of
Christ’s love working in and through us. His
love provides the strength, courage, and
resilience we need to overcome every obstacle,
trial, or opposition that we encounter. The love
of Christ is a love that conquers all things. It is
a love that triumphs over sin, darkness, and
every force that seeks to oppose or hinder us.
His love is relentless, unwavering, and
unfailing. It has the power to break chains,
heal wounds, restore hope, and transform
lives. As recipients of this divine love, we have
the assurance that nothing can separate us
from the love of Christ (Romans 8:38-39).
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The phrase “*more than conquerors” also
expresses a level of confidence and assurance
that surpasses mere victory. More than a
conqueror “hypernikad”: to gain a surpassing
victory.33

It signifies that we are not just barely getting
by or narrowly escaping defeat, but we are
overwhelmingly triumphant in all
circumstances. This confidence stems from our
trust in the love and faithfulness of Christ, who
has already secured the ultimate victory over
sin and death. Do you believe the battle you
are going through is for your good? If you see
yourself as more than a conqueror in Christ
you will. With a mindset of victory, knowing
that we have the backing of Christ’s love and
power we can walk in faith, stand firm in the
face of opposition, and overcome every
obstacle that comes our way.

Blessing #43 I died with Christ. I was raised
to life in Christ, and my life is now hidden in
Christ (Colossians 2:12, 3:3).

You have died with Christ is a unique truth only
found in Christianity. Every man-made religion
preaches self-denial and dying to self but the
Bible simply declares, “You died” (Romans 6:8,
Galatians 2:20, Colossians 2:20). Your old man
is dead already. The key to a victorious life is
not trying to reform your old self (he or she

33https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g5245/kjv/tr/0-1/
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died). It's reckoning yourself dead to sin and
alive to Christ. The believer has been crucified
with Christ raised and made alive with Christ
(Romans 6:8, Ephesians 2:5, Colossians 3:1),
is a joint heir with Christ (Romans 8:17), is
clothed with Christ (Galatians 3:27), and now
reigns with Christ (Ephesians 2:6, 2 Timothy
2:12). Truly the believer is hidden with Christ
in God.3*

Through our identification with Christ’s death,
we are set free from the power and bondage of
sin. Our old self, with its sinful desires and
tendencies, has been crucified with Christ, and
we are no longer slaves to sin but have the
power to live in righteousness and holiness.
We are given a new nature and empowered by
the Holy Spirit to live in alignment with God’s
purposes and values. Our lives are marked by
transformation, growth, and an increasing
likeness to Christ.

Our true life and identity are now hidden with
Christ in God. This speaks to the security we
have in our relationship with Him. Our worth,
value, and purpose are not determined by
external circumstances or the opinions of
others but are rooted in our union with Christ.
We find our identity and significance in Him,
and nothing can separate us from His love.

34pPaul Ellis. The Grace Commentary.
https://thegracecommentary.com/colossians-3/#colossians3v3
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Our union with Christ enables us to live a life
that aligns with God’s will. We draw upon His
strength, wisdom, and grace to navigate the
challenges of life, overcome temptations, and
walk in obedience to Him. We rely on His
indwelling Spirit to guide, empower, and
transform us from the inside out.

Just as Christ was raised to new life, we too
experience a spiritual resurrection. Christ
didn’t just make you alive, Paul says you have
been “raised with” Christ and there are three
parts to this one Greek word. “"Synegeird”: to
raise up together from mortal death to a new
and blessed life dedicated to God.3> This
means that in Christ you are 1) raised to new
life 2) given a blessed life 3) and your life is
dedicated to God. "Since then” knowing that
you have a blessed life (here and now) and
that your life is dedicated to God, “set your
minds on things above, not on earthly things”
(Colossians 3:2). Don’t place your attention,
your thoughts on things that would trouble you
or take your mind off of what is yours in Christ,
which is the blessed abundant life.

Blessing #44: I have received abundant
grace and the gift of righteousness (Romans
5:17, 1 Timothy 1:14).

Do you know what happens when you receive
this gift of righteousness? The Bible declares
that “those who receive abundance of grace

3Shttps://iwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g4891/kjv/tr/0-1/
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and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life
through the One, Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:17).

“For if, by the trespass of the one man, death
reigned through that one man, how much
more will those who receive God’s abundant
provision of grace and of the gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one
man, Jesus Christ!”

This verse highlights the contrast between the
impact of Adam’s sin and the gift of grace
through Jesus Christ. Through Adam’s
trespass, sin and death entered the world,
affecting all humanity. However, through Jesus
Christ, believers receive an abundant provision
of grace and the gift of righteousness. This gift
of righteousness empowers believers to reign
in life, overcoming the effects of sin and
experiencing the fullness of God’s blessings.

1 Timothy 1:14: “The grace of our Lord was
poured out on me abundantly, along with the
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.”

In this verse, the apostle Paul speaks of his
personal experience of receiving abundant
grace from the Lord. Paul, formerly known as
Saul, was a persecutor of Christians until he
encountered Jesus on the road to Damascus.
The grace of the Lord was poured out on him
in abundance, transforming his life and
equipping him with faith and love.
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We are reminded that as believers, we have
received a rich outpouring of God’s grace and
the gift of righteousness through Jesus Christ.
This grace empowers us to live victoriously,
extending the same grace to others that we
have received from God. It is a reminder of the
unmerited favor and blessings that God has
bestowed upon us, motivating us to walk in
love, forgiveness, and mercy toward others.

When you reign in life, you exercise authority
over sin and harmful dependencies. You
exercise authority over illness and ailments.
You exercise authority over scarcity and
insufficiency. In essence, you exercise
authority over anything that hinders you from
embracing the bountiful life that Jesus
sacrificed Himself to bestow upon you!

God wishes for you to reign in life. The more
you receive the revelation of the abundance of
grace and the gift of righteousness, the more
you will experience His abundant provision for
every area of your life.

Blessing #45: I have received the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
Jesus (Ephesians 1:17-18).

In Ephesians 1:17-18, the apostle Paul writes
about the spiritual experience of receiving the
“Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Jesus.”
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To begin with, it is important to understand
that Paul is writing to the believers in Ephesus,
encouraging and exhorting them in their faith.
In these verses, he expresses his desire for
them to have a deeper understanding of God
and His plans. Paul prays that God would grant
them the Spirit of wisdom and revelation,
which refers to the Holy Spirit's work in
illuminating and enlightening their minds and
hearts to comprehend spiritual truths.

The “wisdom” mentioned here is not merely
human wisdom or intellectual knowledge but
spiritual wisdom that comes from God. It
involves discernment, insight, and
understanding of God’s purposes and ways. It
enables believers to view the world through a
spiritual lens and make wise decisions aligned
with God’s will.

The term “revelation” refers to the unveiling or
disclosure of hidden truths by God. Through
the Holy Spirit’s revelation, believers gain
deeper insight into the knowledge of Jesus
Christ. This knowledge is not limited to a
theoretical understanding of Jesus’ life and
teachings but encompasses a personal,
experiential knowledge of Him. It involves an
intimate relationship with Jesus, where
believers come to know Him more intimately,
understand His character, and experience His
transformative power in their lives.
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When Paul prays for the Ephesians to receive
this Spirit of wisdom and revelation, he has
specific outcomes in mind. In verse 18, he
outlines what will result from this spiritual
understanding:

Believers will have a clearer understanding of
the hope to which God has called them. This
hope refers to the confident expectation of
eternal life in Christ and the fulfillment of God’s
promises. It gives believers a firm foundation
and motivates them to persevere in their faith.

The immeasurable wealth and blessings that
come from being part of God’s family include
the spiritual blessings of redemption,
forgiveness, adoption, and an eternal
inheritance in Christ. Understanding the
richness of this inheritance brings joy,
gratitude, and a sense of purpose to our lives.

This power demonstrated in raising Christ from
the dead and exalting Him above all powers
and authorities, is also at work in our lives. We
are empowered to live victoriously, overcome
challenges, and fulfill our individual calling in
Christ.

Blessing #46: I have authority and power
over the enemy in this world (Mark 16:17-
18, Luke 10:17-19).

Deuteronomy was based on obedience to the
commandments and laws. The blessings of the
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Law came with perfect observance of the Law,
curses came with sin. However, the New
Covenant, established through Jesus Christ, is
not based on our ability to obey the Law, but
on God’s grace and the finished work of Christ
on the cross to fulfill the Law’s requirement for
us.

In the New Covenant, through faith in Jesus,
believers are made complete in Him. They are
no longer under the burden of the Law but are
reconciled to God through Christ’s sacrifice.
The blessings promised in Deuteronomy 28:13
are fulfilled through the work of Christ.
Believers are positioned as “the head and not
the tail” in the spiritual realm, as they are
united with Christ, who is the head over all rule
and authority. They will be the “head” rather
than the “tail,” meaning they will be in a
position of honor and authority, above and not
beneath. Deuteronomy 28:13 emphasizes the
prosperity, honor, and success that come with
Christ’s finished work.

Mark 16:17-18 records Jesus’ words to His
disciples, where He outlines the signs that will
accompany those who believe in Him. Jesus
says, “And these signs will accompany those
who believe: In My name, they will drive out
demons; they will speak in new tongues; they
will pick up snakes with their hands; and when
they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them
at all; they will place their hands on sick
people, and they will get well.”
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“Pick up deadly snakes with their hands”: What
is the most well-known example from Scripture
that illustrates this concept? It is not the act of
intentionally seeking out deadly snakes to
handle and play with, but rather the incident
involving Paul when he was shipwrecked on
Malta in Acts 28. As the story goes, a snake
bites Paul, and what happens next? The people
assume that Paul must be a wicked person.
After all, being shipwrecked and then getting
bitten by a venomous snake would lead one to
believe that the gods are angry with you. While
this line of thinking may not be far-fetched,
many individuals who attend church services
often attribute misfortune to God’s judgment
upon them. However, this perspective is
incompatible with our union with Christ. The
punishment for our sins has already been
borne by Jesus. If God, who is holy, righteous,
and just, were to punish us for sins that Jesus
has already atoned for, then God would no
longer be just.

In the Old Testament, there is an account in
Numbers 21 where God’s people were attacked
by deadly snakes in the desert. Their salvation
came when they looked upon a bronze serpent
mounted on a pole—a foreshadowing of Jesus
on the cross—as He became a curse for us
(Galatians 3:13). Isn't it astounding that these
people were healed simply by looking? They
turned their gaze to the Lord, and they lived!
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When Paul is bitten by a snake, it is not a
manifestation of God’s judgment upon him, but
rather an opportunity to confirm the truth of
Mark 16:18, which speaks of believers being
unharmed by deadly creatures. Paul’s
miraculous preservation from harm causes the
people to think that he must be a deity. Paul
and his companions are then welcomed by
Publius, the chief official, who shows them
generous hospitality for three days. Publius’
father is sick with fever and dysentery, and
through prayer and the laying on of hands,
Paul heals him. This miraculous healing leads
to many others on the island coming forward
to be healed as well. The people show great
respect and honor to Paul and his companions,
and when they are ready to depart, the locals
provide them with the necessary supplies.

These signs and wonders create opportunities
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the
spread of salvation. Therefore, it is important
not to interpret this account as an
encouragement to actively seek out dangerous
situations or play with snakes. There are
inherent dangers in our surroundings, and at
times we may personally experience them so
that others may come to believe in Jesus.
God’s protection was present for Paul, and it is
likewise available to you and me as we embark
on an exhilarating yet perilous mission of
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.
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Regarding the statement about drinking deadly
poison, although there are no specific
Scriptural references to the eleven disciples
drinking deadly poison and surviving, there are
accounts in non-canonical writings of John
doing so. These ancient writings, while not
considered part of the Word of God, serve to
highlight the fact that many people persecuted
the early church, attempting to imprison and
impede the spread of “The Way.” Poisoning
was one method used to achieve this. Poison is
often inconspicuous, much like a viper
concealed among firewood. Therefore, the
emphasis here is that there will be unforeseen
attacks that we may encounter, but God'’s
promise of protection remains.

Mark chapter 16 highlights the authority and
power that believers possess through the Holy
Spirit. It speaks of supernatural manifestations
and miracles that can occur through the
working of the Holy Spirit within them. It's
important to note that these signs are not
intended as a checklist of every Christian’s
experience, but rather they illustrate the
broader truth that believers can operate in the
power of the Holy Spirit to overcome obstacles
to expand God’s Kingdom on Earth.

Similarly, Luke 10:17-19 recounts an incident
where the seventy-two disciples returned from
a mission, rejoicing in their ability to cast out
demons and witnessing the power of Jesus’
name. Jesus responds by saying, "I have given
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you authority to trample on snakes and
scorpions and to overcome all the power of the
enemy; nothing will harm you.”

This passage affirms the authority that
believers have over the enemy, Satan, and his
forces. Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
believers can resist and overcome spiritual
opposition. It’s important to recognize that this
authority is not a personal power but is derived
from and exercised in the name of Jesus.
Believers are empowered to confront and
overcome the spiritual forces of darkness as
they rely on the power and authority of Christ.

In Matthew 28:18 Jesus is speaking to His
disciples after His Resurrection. He proclaims
that He has been given all authority in both
Heaven and on Earth. This statement
highlights Jesus’ divine power and sovereignty
over all things. While Jesus possesses all
authority, He also shares that authority with
His followers. This concept is further
emphasized in other parts of the New
Testament, such as in the book of Ephesians.
Christians believe that through faith in Jesus,
they become part of His body and are
empowered by the Holy Spirit to carry out His
mission on Earth.

Blessing #47: 1 am a partaker of His divine

nature and have everything I need for a godly
life (2 Peter 1:3,4).
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In 2 Peter 1:3-4, the apostle Peter highlights a
profound truth about believers:

Verse 3 states, “His divine power has given us
everything we need for a godly life through our
knowledge of him who called us by His own
glory and goodness.” Here, Peter
acknowledges that it is through God’s divine
power that believers have received all they
need to live a godly life. This divine power is
made available to believers through their
knowledge of God, specifically through a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

As believers grow in their knowledge of God,
they come to understand His character, His
promises, and His ways. This knowledge is not
simply intellectual; it involves a deep, intimate
familiarity with God that comes from spending
time with Him, studying His Word, and
communing with Him in prayer. Through this
knowledge, believers tap into the divine power
that has been made accessible to them.

Verse 4 continues, “Through these He has
given us his very great and precious promises,
so that through them you may participate in
the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption in the world caused by evil desires.”
Here, Peter emphasizes that by partaking in
God’s nature, believers are freed from the
corruption and sinful desires that are prevalent
in the world.
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Participating in the divine nature means that
believers are united with God and share in His
character and attributes. It does not mean that
believers become divine, but rather that they
reflect God’s nature in their thoughts,
attitudes, and actions. Through the indwelling
presence of the Holy Spirit, believers are
transformed and empowered to bear the fruit
of righteousness.

Additionally, Peter mentions the precious
promises given by God. These promises, found
throughout Scripture, are a means by which
believers can access the divine nature and
experience the transformative power of God in
their lives. God’s promises provide guidance,
comfort, assurance, and the necessary
resources to live a godly life.

Blessing #48: Every good thing is a gift that
comes from God (Philemon 1:6, James 1:17).

Philemon 1:6 says, “I pray that your
partnership with us in the faith may be
effective in deepening your understanding of
every good thing we share for the sake of
Christ.” In this verse, the apostle Paul is
expressing his desire for Philemon’s
partnership in the faith to produce in him a
deepening understanding of every good thing
that believers share in Christ.

The “good things” referred to encompass all
the blessings, benefits, and spiritual riches that
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believers receive through their relationship
with Jesus Christ. Paul prays that Philemon and
other believers would grow in their
understanding and appreciation of these good
things that come from their faith in Christ.
Philemon 1:6 is an important verse to help
remind us of the importance of nurturing a
deeper understanding of the abundant
blessings we have in Jesus.

James 1:17 says, “Every good and perfect gift
is from above, coming down from the Father of
the heavenly lights, who does not change like
shifting shadows.” This verse emphasizes that
all good and perfect gifts come from God, who
is unchanging and the source of every
blessing.

“God is the giver behind every good gift. He is
the ultimate Source of life and love, peace and
joy, rest and fulfillment, comfort and pleasure,
hope and security, families and friends, stars
and sunsets. All good things bear His
fingerprints. God gives you perfect love,
perfect forgiveness, and perfect holiness. And
God gives you His perfect righteousness that
cannot be improved upon. Any works or
sacrifices that you might add to His gifts will
only detract from their perfection. But if you
receive His perfect gifts, you will be perfect in
Christ, complete in every way.”3¢

36paul Ellis. The Grace Commentary.
https://thegracecommentary.com/james-1/#jameslvl7
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The context of this verse in the book of James
is discussing the nature of trials and
temptations. James encourages believers to
persevere in their faith, knowing that God is
the giver of every good and perfect gift. Unlike
the shifting and unreliable nature of worldly
things, God remains constant in His goodness,
and He provides gifts that are perfect and
beneficial for His children.

Both of these passages affirm the truth that
every good thing or gift we experience in our
lives ultimately comes from God. As believers,
we recognize that our blessings and provisions
are not simply a result of our efforts or luck,
but they are gifts bestowed upon us by our
loving and gracious Heavenly Father.

Understanding that every good thing comes
from God has important implications for our
perspective and gratitude. It reminds us to
acknowledge God as the ultimate source of all
our blessings, and it cultivates a heart of
thankfulness and praise. It also helps us to rely
on God and trust in His faithfulness, knowing
that He will continue to provide for our needs
and bless us with His good gifts.

Paul has a profound revelation that if God gave
us the greatest gift in the life of His Son, why
would He spare giving us any other good
thing? “He who did not spare his own Son but
gave Him up for us all, how will He not also
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with Him graciously give us all things”
(Romans 8:32)?

These passages encourage us to deepen our
understanding of the blessings and spiritual
riches we have in Christ and to recognize God
as the ultimate source of all good and perfect
gifts. By acknowledging God’s goodness and
expressing gratitude, we cultivate a deeper
appreciation for His provision and develop a
trusting and dependent relationship with Him.

Blessing #49: I have the fruit and power of
the Holy Spirit. He can do miraculous things
through me (2 Corinthians 4:7,
Galatians 5:22-23).

In 2 Corinthians 4:7, the apostle Paul describes
believers as possessing a treasure of all-
surpassing power.

The verse states, “"But we have this treasure in
jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing
power is from God and not from us.” Here,
Paul uses the metaphor of a treasure being
contained in jars of clay to highlight the
contrast between the fragility of human vessels
(believers) and the surpassing power of God
that resides within them.

The “treasure” refers to the Gospel message,
the knowledge of salvation through Jesus
Christ, and the indwelling presence of the Holy
Spirit in the lives of believers. The priceless
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treasure of knowing God'’s glory through faith
in Christ is kept in the fragile containers of
human beings. It represents the richness of
God’s grace, love, mercy, and redemptive
power. This treasure is of immeasurable value,
far surpassing anything else in this world.

The “jars of clay” symbolize the mortal bodies
of believers. Just as clay jars are fragile and
susceptible to cracks and flaws, our human
bodies are vulnerable and prone to weakness
and limitations. This imagery emphasizes the
contrast between the frailty of our human
nature and the extraordinary power of God
that dwells within us.

The phrase “all-surpassing power” highlights
the exceptional nature of God’s power. It is not
merely sufficient but surpasses all other
powers in its magnitude and effectiveness. This
power comes from God alone and it is the
same power that raised Jesus from the dead,
conquered sin and death, and continues to
work in and through believers.

Paul emphasizes that this treasure of all-
surpassing power is placed in fragile clay jars
intentionally. It serves as a testament that the
power displayed through believers cannot be
manufactured by us but is sourced from God.
It is a humble reminder that the incredible
works accomplished through believers are not
due to their strength but is a result of God’s
power at work within them.
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We are reminded by Paul that despite our
weaknesses and limitations, we carry within us
the extraordinary power of God. This power
empowers us to live victoriously, overcome
challenges and temptations, and be effective
witnesses for Christ in the world. Recognizing
this treasure of all-surpassing power should fill
us with awe, gratitude, and humility. It
encourages us to rely on God’s strength rather
than our own, to trust in His guidance, and to
surrender our lives to His purposes. It also
inspires us to share this treasure with others,
proclaiming the Gospel and demonstrating
God’s power through our lives.

Galatians 5:22-23 discusses the fruit of the
Holy Spirit. The passage states, “"But the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control.”

Here, the emphasis is on the transformational
work of the Holy Spirit within believers,
producing godly character traits known as the
fruit of the Spirit. These qualities reflect the
nature of God and become evident in the lives
of believers as they yield to the Holy Spirit’s
influence. The fruit of the Spirit manifests in
relationships, attitudes, and actions, and it
distinguishes believers as followers of Christ.

These two passages, 2 Corinthians 4:7 and

Galatians 5:22-23 complement each other
beautifully, highlighting different aspects of the
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believer’s relationship with the Holy Spirit and
the incredible work that He accomplishes
within us. While 2 Corinthians 4:7 emphasizes
the power of the Holy Spirit, Galatians 5:22-23
reminds us of the importance of allowing the
Holy Spirit to cultivate and produce His fruit in
us. The power of the Holy Spirit and the fruit of
the Spirit are intertwined, as the power
enables us to live out and express the fruit of
the Spirit in our everyday lives.

By understanding and embracing both aspects,
we come to appreciate the depth and richness
of our relationship with the Holy Spirit.

Blessing #50: I have the blessing of spiritual
discernment (1 Corinthians 2:14-15,
1 John 4:1).

In 1 Corinthians 2:14-15, the apostle Paul
contrasts the natural person (one without the Holy
Spirit) with the spiritual person (one who has the
Spirit of God). He explains that without the Holy
Spirit’s presence and guidance, people are unable
to fully comprehend and accept the things of God.
Spiritual truths are spiritually discerned, and they
will appear foolish or nonsensical to those who do
not have the Spirit.

On the other hand, the person who has the
Spirit of God possesses the blessing of spiritual
discernment. Through the Holy Spirit’s work in
their lives, believers can understand and judge
spiritual matters correctly. They can discern
between truth and falsehood, between the

204




leading of the Holy Spirit and deceptive spirits,
and between God'’s wisdom and worldly
wisdom.

1 John 4:1 says, “"Dear friends, do not believe
every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether
they are from God because many false
prophets have gone out into the world.” This
verse encourages believers to exercise
discernment in evaluating the spirits or
teachings that they encounter. It warns
against blindly accepting every message that
comes their way but urges them to test and
evaluate whether it aligns with the truth of
God’s Word.

Having the blessing of spiritual discernment
empowers believers to navigate the spiritual
realm wisely and discern the motives,
intentions, and teachings of others. It enables
them to identify false teachings, deceptive
spirits, and misleading influences. Spiritual
discernment allows believers to align
themselves with God's truth.

The gift of spiritual discernment is crucial in a
world filled with spiritual influences and various
belief systems. It helps believers avoid being
led astray by false teachings, manipulative
ideologies, and deceptive practices. It also
safeguards them from spiritual harm and
equips them to contribute to the spiritual
growth and well-being of other members of the
Body of Christ.
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Through the Holy Spirit, believers can discern
spiritual truths and distinguish between what is
of God and what is not. This discernment helps
us make wise decisions, avoid deception, and
align our lives with God's will.

Paul will write the following to the church of
Galatia had been deceived into following false
teachings:

“I am astonished that you are so quickly
deserting the one who called you to live in the
grace of Christ and are turning to a different
gospel” (Galatians 1:6).

In this verse, Paul expresses his astonishment
and concern for the Galatian church. He
addresses the fact that they have swiftly
abandoned the true Gospel and turned towards
a distorted version. The phrase “live in the
grace of Christ” highlights the essence of what
they are forsaking.

The Galatians had drifted away from God’s
grace by embracing legalistic practices. It is
essential to understand the word used for
"turning" in this verse. The Greek term
"metatithémi" implies falling away or deserting
something.3” Paul suggests that the Galatians
are substituting the Law in place of grace.

False teachers, known as Judaizers, had
infiltrated the congregation. They sought to

37https://iwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g3346/kjv/tr/0-1/
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impose adherence to the Mosaic Law as a
requirement for the Christian faith. This
departure from God’s grace towards legalistic
practices had become prevalent within the
Galatian churches.

In Galatians 1:7, Paul highlights that certain
individuals are causing confusion and distorting
the true Gospel of Christ. He refers to their
actions as perverting the Gospel, turning it
away from its intended focus on Jesus. A
perverted gospel deviates from the message of
grace and adds additional requirements. When
we start adding conditions or works to
salvation, we transpose the Law in place of
Grace.

This “different gospel” Paul addresses does not
refer to external religions such as Buddhism or
Hinduism. Instead, it pertains to an internal
distortion of Christianity. False teachers, who
identified themselves as fellow Christians,
aimed to lead others into living under the Law.

Tragically, the pure form of the Gospel of
Grace is not always preached, leading to
confusion among sincere believers. In their
confusion, they may abandon God’s grace for
inferior alternatives. The Bible lists various
distractions that can divert believers from
embracing pure grace, including human effort,
traditions, hollow philosophies, angel worship,
rules and regulations, self-denial, endless
genealogies, myths, sin consciousness, and the
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Ten Commandments. All these distractions
have one common consequence—they diminish
faith in Christ.

When we place our trust in our works or other
external factors, we undermine the sufficiency
of Christ’s finished work. This danger of law-
based teachings was prevalent in the Galatian
church and continues to be a destructive
influence in the world today, transposing grace
with legalistic practices.

It was God’s grace that called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light. So, continue
forward in His grace, don't let anyone deceive
you into believing a false gospel that there is
something you need to do to receive and keep
the salvation of the Lord. To preach the Gospel
of Grace is to preach the exceeding riches of
God’s unmerited favor revealed to us through
Jesus Christ.
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Small Group Questions for Chapter 6

Reigning in Victory, Receiving Grace,

Wisdom, and Renewal through Christ
Part 2

Blessing #42: How does embracing the truth
that you are more than a conqueror through
Him who loves you (Romans 8:37) empower
you to face difficulties and setbacks with hope
and courage?

Blessing #43: How does understanding that
you have died with Christ, been raised to life in
Christ, and your life is now hidden in Him
shape your identity and perspective on life?
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Blessing #44: In what ways does receiving
abundant grace and the gift of righteousness
impact your understanding of your worth and
value in God’s eyes?

Blessing #45: How does having received the
Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Jesus enhance your spiritual
journey and deepen your understanding of
God’s plans and purposes?
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Blessing #46: How does recognizing that you
have the fruit of the Holy Spirit, the power of
the Holy Spirit, and authority over the enemy,
influence the way you live out your faith and
engage with the world around you?
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Blessing #47: What does it mean to you to be
a partaker of God’s divine nature and to have
everything you need for a godly life?

Blessing #48: How does acknowledging that
every good thing/gift comes from God
(Philemon 1:6, James 1:17) change your
perspective on gratitude and contentment in
your life?
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Blessing #49: In what ways does recognizing
yourself as a vessel filled with God’s all-
surpassing power (2 Corinthians 4:7) affect
your self-confidence and ability to overcome
challenges?

Blessing #50: How does having the blessing of
spiritual discernment (1 Corinthians 2:14-15, 1
John 4:1) protect you from false teachers?

What do you need to look for when it comes to

false teaching?
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Chapter 7
Embracing Identity, Living in Love,
Walking in God’s Promises, and Pursuing
Purpose as Christ's Ambassador Part 1
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Blessing #51: I am rooted and grounded in
God’s love (Ephesians 3:17).

Ephesians 3:17 beautifully expresses the depth
and security of our connection to God’s love. It
says, “so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith—that you, being rooted and
grounded in love.”

The imagery of being rooted and grounded in
love portrays a strong and unshakable
foundation. Just as the roots of a tree go deep
into the soil, providing stability and
nourishment, our lives are to be firmly rooted
in God’s love. This love is not fleeting or
conditional; it is steadfast, unconditional, and
unchanging. It flows from the very nature of
God Himself. Being rooted in God’s love means
that His love is the source of our identity,
security, and purpose. It is in His love that we
find our true worth and significance. We no
longer need to seek validation or acceptance
from the world because we are deeply loved
and accepted by our Heavenly Father. Our
identity is rooted in the knowledge that we are
beloved children of God, embraced by His
unfailing love.

In addition, being grounded in God’s love
means that His love forms the solid foundation
upon which our lives are built. It provides
stability, assurance, and a lens through which
we view ourselves, others, and the world
around us. It becomes the filter through which

215




we interpret and respond to life’s
circumstances.

When we are rooted and grounded in God’s
love, it shapes every aspect of our being. It
influences our thoughts, attitudes, and actions.
It empowers us to love others with the same
unconditional love that we have received from
God. His love becomes the driving force behind
our relationships and our service to others.

To be rooted and grounded in God’s love
requires time spent with Him. It involves
cultivating a deep and intimate relationship
with God through prayer, studying His Word,
and being in His presence. As we abide in
Jesus, His love permeates our hearts and
transforms us from the inside out.

Being rooted and grounded in God’s love does
not exempt us from trials, challenges, or
hardships. However, it gives us the strength
and resilience to navigate those difficulties with
hope and confidence. We can trust that God’s
love will sustain us and carry us through every
season of life.

As we embrace our identity as those rooted
and grounded in God’s love, we can live with a
sense of purpose, security, and freedom. We
are no longer driven by fear, insecurity, or the
need to prove ourselves. Instead, we can walk
in the fullness of God’s love, radiating His love
to those around us and drawing others to
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experience His transformative love for
themselves.

Blessing #52: I am a co-heir with Christ,
sharing in His inheritance (Romans 8:17).

In Romans 8:17, the apostle Paul writes, “"Now
if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of
God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in His sufferings in order that we may
also share in His glory.” This verse expresses a
profound truth about the relationship between
believers and Jesus Christ.

To understand the significance of being a co-
heir with Christ, we need to grasp the concept
of inheritance within the context of the biblical
narrative. In the ancient world, inheritance was
a legal process by which one received the
possessions, rights, and privileges of a
deceased family member. It was a way of
passing down wealth and ensuring the
continuity of a family’s lineage.

In the spiritual realm, our inheritance as co-
heirs with Christ is rooted in our adoption as
children of God through faith in Jesus Christ
(Galatians 4:5-7). We are not mere servants or
distant acquaintances of God but are welcomed
into His family as His beloved children. As
children of God, we become beneficiaries of His
abundant blessings, including the ultimate
inheritance, which is eternal life- being in His
presence forever.
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When Paul speaks of being co-heirs with
Christ, he is highlighting the remarkable truth
that believers share in the same inheritance
that Christ Himself possesses. Jesus, as the
Son of God, is the rightful heir of all things
(Hebrews 1:2). He is the one through whom
God created the universe, and all things were
created for Him and through Him (Colossians
1:16). As co-heirs with Christ, we are granted
a share in His inheritance, which includes not
only material blessings but also spiritual
blessings and eternal life.

This shared inheritance is made possible
because of our union with Christ. Through faith
in Him, we are united with Him in His death,
burial, and Resurrection (Romans 6:3-5). We
are joined to Him profoundly and intimately, so
much so that we are considered one with Him
(1 Corinthians 6:17). This union means that
what is true of Christ becomes true of us as
well. We are identified with Him in His
suffering, but we also participate in His glory.

However, it is important to note that just as
Christ suffered during His earthly life, believers
will also experience suffering and persecution
for their faith. It is through these trials and
challenges that our faith is tested and refined.
By identifying with Christ in His sufferings, we
are also promised to share in His glory.

The concept of being a co-heir with Christ and
sharing in His inheritance should fill us with
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awe and gratitude. It reminds us of the
immeasurable love and grace of God, who has
lavished His blessings upon us. It also
emphasizes the eternal and unshakable nature
of our inheritance. No matter what difficulties
we may face in this present life, we have the
assurance that our future is secure in Christ.

As co-heirs with Christ, we are called to live in
light of our inheritance. We are invited to
embrace our identity as children of God, to
walk in the power of the Holy Spirit, and to
participate in the work of God’s Kingdom.

Blessing #53: I am the temple of the Holy
Spirit, I belong to God (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).

To understand the significance of being the
temple of the Holy Spirit, we need to look at
the context of Paul’s message to the Corinthian
believers. In this particular passage, Paul is
addressing the issue of sexual immorality. He
emphasizes the importance of sexual purity
and reminds the believers that their bodies are
not meant for impurity but for the Lord (1
Corinthians 6:13, 15-16). He then goes on to
explain that the Holy Spirit dwells within them,
transforming their bodies into sacred spaces.

In the Old Testament, the temple in Jerusalem
was considered the dwelling place of God’s
presence among His people. It was a sacred
space where God’s glory resided. However,
with the coming of Jesus Christ and the
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outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the
understanding of the temple shifted. Now,
instead of a physical building, believers
themselves became the dwelling place of God.

The Holy Spirit takes up residence within the
hearts and lives of believers when they put
their faith in Jesus Christ. This indwelling of the
Holy Spirit is a profound mystery and a
tremendous privilege. It signifies a personal,
intimate, and transformative relationship with
God. The presence of the Holy Spirit within us
empowers us, guides us, and leads us into a
deeper understanding of God'’s truth.

As temples of the Holy Spirit, our bodies are no
longer our own. We have been bought with a
price—the precious blood of Jesus Christ. We
are now called to honor God with our bodies,
both in our actions and in our attitudes. Our
bodies are to be used for His purposes and His
glory, living in a way that reflects the character
of Christ.

Understanding that we are temples of the Holy
Spirit also has implications for how we view
and treat our bodies. This truth calls us to care
for our physical well-being, recognizing that
our bodies are a gift from God and a means
through which we can serve Him and others. It
also encourages us to reject any form of self-
harm, abuse, or neglect, as we recognize the
inherent value and dignity of our bodies as
temples of the Holy Spirit.
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Recognizing that we belong to God as temples
of the Holy Spirit shapes our identity and
purpose. We are not defined by the world’s
standards or by our desires. Our identity is
found in Christ, and our purpose is to glorify
God in all that we do. We are called to live in a
way that reflects God’s love, grace, and truth
to the world around us. Our bodies become
instruments of righteousness, allowing the
Holy Spirit to work through us for the
transformation of lives and the advancement of
God’s Kingdom.

Blessing #54: 1 am a chosen person, a royal
priest, a member of a holy nation, and God’s
special possession (1 Peter 2:9).

In the Old Testament period, the priests’ main
function was to carry out the worship of God
through the offering of sacrifices. There were
essentially two different kinds of sacrifices: sin
offerings, and thank offerings, which were
offered to express gratitude for God’s
goodness and blessing.

The New Testament tells us that Jesus fulfilled
the Old Testament sin offerings through His
death (Hebrews 9:11-14, 10:1-14); therefore,
we need never make such sacrifices to God
again. But as Christians who have benefited
from His sacrifice, we have the privilege to
express our gratitude to God for Christ’s work
in many ways. Peter refers to this in 1 Peter
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2:5 when he says that we “offer up spiritual
sacrifices to God.”

“You yourselves like living stones are being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1
Peter 2:5).

Living stones of 1 Peter 2:5 represent you and
me. “Built up a spiritual house” means that
everything we do (our parenting, marriage,
career, hobbies, and ministry endeavors) has
the purpose of building the spiritual house of
God. Following through to 1 Peter 2:9,
“proclaim the praises of Him”, God wants the
world to know how good He is. We do that by
proclaiming His praises throughout every
aspect of our lives.

“I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, to present your bodies a living and
holy sacrifice, well-pleasing to God, which is
your spiritual service of worship” (Romans
12:1).

When an Israelite had received a blessing from
God, he could have a priest offer up an animal
as a “whole burnt offering” to show God his
gratitude. God was pleased by this costly
sacrifice, and expressed this by calling it a
“soothing aroma” (Leviticus 3:5,16). Paul says
that as Christians, we have received the
mercies of God through Christ’s work. This gift
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is so fantastic that the first eleven chapters of
Romans are devoted to describing it. How can
we say “Thank you!” to God for such a
fantastic gift? Not by offering an animal, but by
presenting to God something much more
precious, our very selves. The rest of our life
may be an expression of our gratitude for the
gift we received in Jesus Christ.

In the New Testament, the Passover is fulfilled
through Jesus Christ. Jesus fulfilled the
Passover and He republished the Passover in
the form of the Lord’s Supper. Jesus
reinterprets the elements: the bread
represents His body and the wine represents
His blood. The fact remains that when
Christians celebrate the Lord’s Supper, they
are keeping the Passover that God commanded
His people to honor for eternity.

Communion is an important element of
worship that should be done as often as you
are gathered with other believers to remember
what Christ has done for you. Communion can
be taken together with your family in your own
home, you don’t need a pastor/priest to
administer it, you are a part of the royal
priesthood yourself!38

In 1 Peter 2:9, the apostle Peter addresses
believers, emphasizing their identity and
calling in Christ. He writes, “"But you are a

38Dr. Matthew Webster. The Evolution of Worship: From the Garden to
the Gates of Heaven. Kindle Publishing 2022.
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chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God's special possession, that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out
of darkness into His wonderful light.” These
words convey several profound truths about
the believers' position and purpose in God’s
plan.

Peter describes believers as “chosen people.”
This declaration points to the sovereign grace
of God in choosing and calling individuals to
Himself. Peter would learn this remarkable
truth through a vision he received in Acts 10.
The concept of being chosen is not based on
our merit, but it is a testament to God’s love,
mercy, and purpose. “I now realize how true it
is that God does not show favoritism but
accepts from every nation the one who fears
Him and does what is right. You know the
message God sent to the people of Israel,
announcing the good news of peace through
Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all” (Acts 10:34-
36). As chosen ones, believers have been set
apart for a special relationship with God,
marked by His favor and blessings.

The next description Peter uses is “a royal
priesthood.” In the Old Testament, priests
were designated as mediators between God
and the people, offering sacrifices and
interceding on their behalf. However, through
Jesus Christ, believers are granted direct
access to God, and they become part of a
spiritual priesthood. This means that every
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believer has the right to approach God and
offer spiritual sacrifices of worship, and also to
intercede for others.

Peter further refers to believers as a “holy
nation.” This phrase suggests that believers,
regardless of their ethnic or cultural
backgrounds, are united in their shared
identity as God’s people. As members of this
holy nation, believers are called to reflect the
character of God and live by His moral
standards. They are set apart for God’s
purposes and are to embody His love,
righteousness, and truth in the world.

Lastly, Peter describes believers as “"God's
special possession.” This phrase signifies that
believers are treasured and valued by God.
They are His own precious and unique
possession, belonging to Him in a deeply
personal way. This truth reinforces the
intimate relationship believers have with God,
as well as the care and protection He extends
toward them.

Understanding and embracing these identities
and descriptions is transformative for
believers. Recognizing that they are chosen,
part of a royal priesthood, members of a holy
nation, and God’s special possession, instills a
sense of purpose, worth, and significance. It
encourages believers to live out their faith with
confidence, knowing that they are part of
something greater than themselves and that
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their lives have a meaningful impact for God'’s
Kingdom.

Peter highlights the purpose behind these
identities: “that you may declare the praises of
Him who called you out of darkness into His
wonderful light.” Believers are called to
proclaim and magnify the greatness of God,
testifying to His saving power and the
transformative work He has done in their lives.
Their words and actions should reflect God’s
glory, pointing others to the hope and
redemption found in Jesus Christ.

Blessing #55: As I humbly submit myself to
God, the devil must flee from me because I
resist him in the name of Jesus (James 4:7).

In James 4:7, the apostle James provides a
powerful exhortation: “"Submit yourselves,
then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you.” These words highlight the vital
relationship between our submission to God
and our ability to resist the schemes and
temptations of the devil through the authority
and power of Jesus Christ.

The verse begins with the call to “submit
yourselves to God.” "“The enemy will not flee
from you, if you are not submitted to God.
Without submission, you have no authority. A
person must understand that God’s will and
God’s purpose for our lives are more important
than our desires and our wills. It is putting God
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first.”3° Submission to God implies
acknowledging His sovereignty, wisdom, and
authority in our lives. It involves surrendering
our own will, desires, and ambitions to align
with God’s perfect will. When we humbly
submit ourselves to God, we acknowledge that
He knows what is best for us and that His ways
are higher than our own.

By submitting to God, we position ourselves
under His guidance and protection. We invite
Him to work in and through us, enabling us to
live by His principles and purposes. This
submission is an ongoing process that involves
daily surrender and reliance on the Holy Spirit
to empower and transform us.

We must allow God to wash Satan’s worldly
influences from our minds with His Word. Our
minds are being influenced by living in this
world. 1 John 2:15-17 says, “Do not love the
world or anything in the world. If anyone loves
the world, love for the Father is not in them.
For everything in the world—the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life—comes not from the Father but from the
world. The world and its desires pass away,
but whoever does the will of God lives forever.”
We will never be deeply fulfilled or “happy”
with the things this world has to offer. If we
place our joy and hope in God first, we

3°Bob Millsaps. Fountain of Life. Resist The Devil And He Will
Flee Four Keys To Use Your Authority. https://folcc.org/resist-
the-devil-and-he-will-flee-four-keys-to-use-your-authority/
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discover the promise that He made to us that
He will meet all of our needs. He does an
amazing thing as we delight in His Son, our
hearts’ desires begin to match up with His will.

And the bible tells us, "We know that we are of
God, and the whole world lies under the sway
of the wicked one” (1 John 5:19). The world
will promote values that are not biblical. God’s
Word with help from the Holy Spirit will wash
away Satan’s negative influences from

our thinking.4?

In the second part of the verse, James
instructs believers to “resist the devil.” The
devil, also known as Satan, is a spiritual
enemy who seeks to deceive, tempt, and try to
destroy believers. He employs various
strategies to draw people away from God and
undermine their faith. However, as followers of
Christ, we are not defenseless. We have been
given the authority and power to resist the
devil’s attacks.

When we resist the devil, we consciously and
intentionally stand against his schemes, lies,
and temptations. This resistance involves
holding firmly to God’s truth. Our Lord Jesus
Himself showed us what to do when we are
under attack by the devil. In the wilderness,
Satan tempted Him three times, but Jesus
consistently responded by quoting the written
Word of God. In each instance, His unwavering

40lpid.
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reply was, "It is written” (Matthew 4:1-11).
Our ability to resist the devil does not come
from our strength but from the power of Jesus
Christ working within us.

James 4:7 emphasizes that as we resist the
devil, he will flee from us. This does not mean
that the devil will never try to tempt or attack
us again. Rather, it means that as we
steadfastly resist him, he is forced to retreat
and is unable to gain a foothold in our lives
(Ephesians 4:27). The devil recognizes the
authority and power of Jesus Christ, and when
we resist him in the name of Jesus, he must
yield.

It is crucial to understand that the authority we
possess to resist the devil comes from our
relationship with Jesus Christ. Through His
death and Resurrection, Jesus defeated the
power of sin, death, and the devil. As
believers, we are united with Christ, and His
victory becomes our victory. We have the
privilege of invoking the name of Jesus, who is
above all powers and authorities, to rebuke
and overcome the devil.

Blessing #56: I am a friend of Jesus
(John 15:15).

In John 15:15, Jesus makes a profound
declaration to His disciples: “I no longer call
you servants, because a servant does not
know his master’s business. Instead, I have
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called you friends, for everything that I learned
from my Father I have made known to you.”
These words reveal the extraordinary depth of
the relationship between Jesus and His
followers, highlighting the privilege of being
called Christ’s friend.

Throughout the Gospels, we see Jesus
interacting with His disciples as a teacher, a
leader, and a master. However, in this verse,
Jesus elevates the relationship to a new level.
He declares that His disciples are no longer
mere servants or followers; they have become
His friends. This transformation is significant
because it denotes a close and intimate bond
between Jesus and His followers.

Jesus emphasizes that He has revealed to His
disciples everything that He learned from His
Father. As friends, Jesus invites His followers
into a deep and personal understanding of His
mission and the truths of God’s Kingdom. They
have access to His teachings, His love, and His
presence in a way that transcends a master-
servant relationship.

The friendship Jesus offers is characterized by
trust and authenticity. In a true friendship,
there is genuine care for one another’s well-
being, a willingness to sacrifice, and a
commitment to walk together through life’s
joys and challenges. Jesus embodies the
ultimate expression of love by laying down His
life for His friends (John 15:13). His friendship
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is marked by sacrificial love, grace, and
unwavering loyalty. Jesus is our ever-present
friend.

Furthermore, Jesus extends His friendship to
all who believe in Him. In John 15:14, Jesus
says, “You are My friends if you do what I
command.” This indicates that friendship with
Jesus is not based on social status, merit, or
personal achievements but on faith in Him. As
we respond to His call to follow Him, we enter
into a relationship of friendship with Him.

The friendship with Jesus extends beyond this
earthly life. Jesus assures His disciples and us
that He will never leave or forsake His friends
(Matthew 28:20, Hebrews 13:5). Even in the
face of trials and challenges, we can find solace
and strength in the unbreakable bond of
friendship with Jesus.

As friends of Christ, we are called to cultivate
and nurture this relationship. We are invited to
spend time with Him, to listen to His voice, and
to allow His love to transform us from within.
The more we deepen our friendship with Jesus,
the more we become conformed to His likeness
and reflect His character to the world.

Blessing #57: I am called to love others as

Christ has loved me and I am known by my
love (John 13:34-35).
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In John 13:34-35, Jesus gives His disciples a
new commandment, saying, “A new command
I give you: Love one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are My disciples if
you love one another.” These verses
emphasize the profound significance of love in
the life of a believer and the impact it has on
our relationships with others and our witness
to the world.

Jesus presents love as a central
commandment, describing it as new. This
command is sometimes referred to as the law
of Christ (1 Corinthians 9:2, Galatians 6:2), or
the new commandment (1 John 2:8, 2 John
1:5).

While the command to love one another is not
entirely new in the Old Testament, Jesus
introduces a fresh perspective on love by
emphasizing that His followers are to love as
He has loved them. His love is characterized by
selflessness, sacrifice, and unconditional care
for others. In the New Covenant of grace, we
love because He first loved us (1 John 4:19).

The love that Jesus demonstrates serves as
the ultimate example for His disciples. He laid
down His life for them, displaying the greatest
act of love (John 15:13). Jesus’ love is freely
given, motivated by compassion and a desire
for the well-being of others. It is a sacrificial
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and transformative love that seeks the good of
others above oneself.

As followers of Christ, we are called to love one
another in the same manner that Jesus has
loved us. To love sacrificially, putting the needs
and interests of others before our own. It calls
us to extend grace, forgiveness, and
compassion, even when it may be difficult or
costly.

Furthermore, Jesus states that “everyone will
know that you are My disciples if you love one
another.” The love we exhibit toward one
another distinguishes us as followers of Christ
and serves as a powerful witness to the
transformative work of the Gospel. When the
world sees genuine love and unity among
believers, it provokes curiosity, attracts others
to the message of Christ, and testifies to the
reality of His love and grace.

Our love for others is an outpouring of the love
we have received from Christ. As we abide in
His love and allow His Spirit to work in us, we
are enabled to love others selflessly and
unconditionally. It is through this love that we
reflect the nature and character of Christ to the
world.

Loving others as Christ loved us means
actively seeking opportunities to serve,
encourage, and support those around us. It
means showing kindness, compassion, and
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empathy to the hurting and marginalized. It
involves extending forgiveness and
reconciliation, even when it is challenging. It
requires humility, patience, and a willingness
to bear one another’s burdens. Ultimately, it is
a love that seeks the spiritual, emotional, and
physical well-being of others.
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Small Group Questions for Chapter 7
Embracing Identity, Living in Love,
Walking in God's Promises, and Pursuing
Purpose as Christ's Ambassador Part 1

Blessing #51: How does being rooted and
grounded in God’s love affect the entirety of

your life?

Blessing #52: How does being a co-heir with
Christ and sharing in His inheritance impact

your understanding of your own identity and
worth?
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Blessing #53: In what ways does being the
temple of the Holy Spirit and belonging to God
influence the choices you make in your daily
life?

Blessing #54: How does knowing that you are
chosen, a royal priest, a member of a holy
nation, and God’s special possession affect the
way you view yourself and your role in the
world?

236




Blessing #55: Why is humbly submitting
yourself to God the key to resisting the devil in
the name of Jesus?

Blessing #56: How does the fact that you are
Christ’s friend shape your relationship with Him
and your understanding of friendship toward
others?
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Blessing #57: In what practical ways can you
demonstrate love for others as Christ has loved
you? How is love a reflection of your identity?
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Chapter 8
Embracing Identity, Living in Love,
Walking in God’s Promises, and Pursuing
Purpose as Christ's Ambassador Part 2

IDENTITY
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Blessing #58: I have the blessing of divine
partnership with God as His co-worker
(1 Corinthians 3:9).

God partners with us to enable us to
accomplish the things He has prepared for us
began in the Garden. In Genesis 2:18-20, the
Lord God acknowledges that it is not good for
the man (Adam) to be alone and decides to
make a suitable helper for him. As we continue
reading, we see that Adam gives names to all
the animals and creatures, but no suitable
helper is found among them.

Some people have misunderstood this passage
to mean that Adam was incomplete without
Eve. While God does provide Eve as a
wonderful plan for Adam'’s life and instructs
them to be fruitful and multiply, there is a
deeper meaning here that we often miss. In
verse 18, God tells Adam, “You need a helper,”
and in the next verse, God provides help. He
brings all the animals and birds to Adam for
naming. This task was beyond human
capability and required God-sized help.

Eve was undoubtedly a great help to Adam,
but she was not God. Her assistance was
merely human help, while we all need divine
help. God’s plan is to work together with us,
co-laboring to accomplish great and impossible
things. The word used for “helper” in Genesis 2
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is “ézer,”*! which appears 21 times in the
Bible, and in every instance, it refers to the
Lord. For example, Psalm 121:1-2, says, "I lift
up my eyes to the mountains—where does my
help (ézer) come from? My help (ézer) comes
from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.”

When it says, "But for Adam no suitable helper
was found,” it doesn’t mean that there wasn’t
one available, because there was. God Himself
was right there helping. Adam simply didn't
recognize his helper. Eve was never intended
to be Adam’s primary helper (Psalm 60:11,
108:12).

The apostle Paul addresses the believers in
Corinth and writes, “For we are co-workers in
God'’s service; you are God’s field, God’s
building.” These words reveal the profound
truth that believers have been invited into a
divine partnership with God Himself,
participating in His work and fulfilling His
purposes on Earth.

The imagery used by Paul to describe this
partnership is significant. He refers to believers
as “co-workers” in God’s service. This implies
that we are not passive recipients of God’s
work but active participants who work with
Him. We have the incredible opportunity to
align our lives with God’s plan, cooperating
with Him in advancing His Kingdom and
bringing about His purposes in the world.

“Ihttps://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h5828/kjv/wlc/0-1/
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Paul further illustrates this divine partnership
by using two metaphors: “God's field” and
“God's building.” These metaphors emphasize
the growth, cultivation, and construction that
takes place through our partnership with God.
As a field, we are called to bear fruit, allowing
God to sow His truth and grace in our lives and
yielding a harvest that brings glory to Him. As
a building, we are being built together as a
spiritual dwelling place for God, with Christ as
the cornerstone (Ephesians 2:19-22). Our lives
are being shaped and transformed by God'’s
power, ultimately reflecting His glory and
character to the world.

This concept of divine partnership emphasizes
several important truths. First, it highlights the
relational aspect of our connection with God.
He invites us into a dynamic relationship where
we are actively engaged with Him. We are not
mere spectators, but participants in His
redemptive work.

Second, this partnership underscores the value
and significance God places on His people. He
entrusts us with the responsibility to carry out
His work on Earth. We are not overlooked or
insignificant; rather, we are co-laborers with
the Creator of the universe.

Third, this partnership acknowledges the grace
and empowerment that God provides for His
co-workers. It is not by our strength or abilities
that we accomplish His work but by the
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empowering presence of the Holy Spirit within
us. As we yield ourselves to Him, God equips
and enables us to fulfill the tasks He has
assigned to us.

This divine partnership is characterized by
unity and collaboration. As co-workers with
God, we are called to work in harmony with
one another, recognizing that each member of
the body of Christ has a unique role and
contribution to make. We are united in
purpose, sharing a common goal of glorifying
God and advancing His kingdom.

The blessing of the divine partnership comes
with great responsibility. It requires our
willingness to align our will, desires, and
actions with God’s. It involves a posture of
surrender, obedience, and humility. As co-
workers with God, we are called to faithfully
steward the gifts, resources, and opportunities
He has entrusted to us, seeking His guidance
and relying on His wisdom and strength.

I am in awe of having the privilege of
partnering with God in His redemptive work,
being an instrument of His grace and truth in
the world.

Blessing #59: I am an ambassador of Christ,

representing His Kingdom, a vessel of His love
and compassion (2 Corinthians 5:20).
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2 Corinthians 5:20 highlights the significant
role that believers have as representatives of
Christ, entrusted with the responsibility of
carrying His message of love, reconciliation,
and salvation to the world.

The term “ambassador” carries great weight
and significance. An ambassador is a
diplomatic representative who acts on behalf of
a higher authority and represents the interests,
values, and policies of their home country. In
the spiritual realm, believers are appointed as
ambassadors of Christ. We are chosen and
commissioned to represent Him and His
kingdom on Earth.

As ambassadors of Christ, our primary task is
to make known the message of reconciliation.
We are called to proclaim the good news of
salvation and to implore others to be
reconciled to God. The message of
reconciliation speaks to the restoration of the
broken relationship between humanity and God
through Jesus Christ. It is through His
sacrificial death and Resurrection that
reconciliation becomes possible, and we have
the privilege of sharing this life-transforming
message with others.

Being ambassadors of Christ goes beyond
mere verbal proclamation. It also involves
embodying the values and character of Christ.
We are vessels through which His love,
compassion, and grace flow to those around
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us. Just as Jesus demonstrated love and
compassion during His earthly ministry, we are
called to extend the same to others, reflecting
His nature and character. Our words, actions,
and attitudes should align with the teachings
and example of Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:20 emphasizes that God is
making His appeal through us. As
ambassadors, we are entrusted with the
responsibility of representing God accurately
and effectively. We are His chosen instruments
to communicate His love and mercy, and offer
of salvation to a broken world. Our lives should
reflect the reality of God’s presence and
transforming power, drawing others to Him.

It is important to recognize that being an
ambassador of Christ requires humility,
integrity, and dependence on the Holy Spirit.
We are not representing ourselves, but a
higher authority. We need to continually seek
His guidance, wisdom, and empowerment to
fulfill our role effectively. Our lives should be
characterized by authenticity and consistency,
aligning with the message we proclaim.

Additionally, as ambassadors, we are called to
engage in diplomatic efforts to build bridges,
promote peace, and foster reconciliation. We
are to seek opportunities to reconcile people to
God, promote unity among believers, and
serve as peacemakers in a world marred by
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division and strife. Our aim should be to bring
the good news of Jesus Christ to the world!

Blessing #60: I can enjoy the sweet presence
of God (Ephesians 2:22, Matthew 1:23).

Through faith in Christ, believers have the
personal presence of God within them. In the
Old Testament, the presence of God resided in
the tabernacle and later in the temple.
However, in the New Testament, with the
coming of Jesus, a profound shift occurred.
God'’s presence is no longer confined to a
physical structure but is now experienced
through a spiritual reality. Through the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, believers become
the dwelling place of God.

The presence of God is a source of great joy
and blessing for believers. It is not a distant or
abstract concept but a tangible experience of
communion with the living God. Through the
Holy Spirit, we can experience His comforting,
guiding, and transformative presence in our
lives.

Matthew 1:23 further emphasizes the reality of
God’s presence among His people. He quotes
the prophecy from Isaiah 7:14, which says,
“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a
Son, and they will call Him Immanuel” (which
means “God with us”). This name, Immanuel,
signifies the profound truth that God has come
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to dwell among humanity in the person of
Jesus Christ.

The birth of Jesus represents God’s desire to
be present with His creation, to intimately
connect with us, and to reveal His love and
salvation. Jesus, being fully God and fully
human, bridges the gap between divinity and
humanity, making it possible for us to enjoy a
personal relationship with God.

Through faith in Jesus Christ, we are reconciled
to God and welcomed into His presence. The
sweet presence of God brings comfort, peace,
and joy. The sweet presence of God gives us
strength, hope, and assurance as we navigate
the various seasons and challenges of life.

To enjoy the sweet presence of God we are not
limited to specific times or places but is
available to us continuously. Hebrews 13:5
says that God’s presence in your life is a
guaranteed constant. It is not dependent on
our circumstances but is a constant reality that
we can tap into. We can experience His
presence in the solitude of our personal
devotion, in the fellowship of believers, and
even in the ordinary moments of our everyday
lives. So, continue to be conscious of the
Lord’s presence no matter what circumstances
you face.

Blessing #61: I am created for a specific
purpose and destiny (Ephesians 2:10).
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We are not merely the result of chance or
random existence, but we have been
intentionally created by God with a specific
purpose and destiny in mind.

The verse begins by affirming that we are
God's handiwork. The Greek word used here is
“poiema," which denotes a work of art or a
masterpiece.*? It highlights the idea that we
are not haphazardly crafted, but rather
skillfully and intentionally designed by God
Himself. We are His creation, intricately formed
with unique abilities, gifts, and talents.

“God has hidden within you certain gifts and
talents that are perfectly suited to His call on
your life. Since His yoke is easy and light, you
can be sure that what God has called you to do
is something you will find is most enjoyable
and pleasant and which results in praise to the
Father.”43

Furthermore, we are created in Christ Jesus.
Our identity and purpose find their foundation
in our relationship with Him. It is through our
union with Christ that we discover and fulfill
our God-given purpose. We are connected to
Him, empowered by His Spirit, and guided by
His Word.

“2https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g4161/kjv/tr/0-1/
43paul Ellis. The Grace Commentary.
https://thegracecommentary.com/ephesians-2/#ephesians2v10
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The verse goes on to emphasize that we are
created for good works. These good works are
not meant to earn salvation but are the fruit
and evidence of our faith in Christ. Our good
works are the natural outflow of our
transformed lives and reflect God’s character
and love to the world around us. These works
may include acts of kindness, service, sharing
the Gospel, supporting the needy, and being
agents of reconciliation and justice.

Importantly, these good works were prepared
in advance by God for us to do. Before the
foundations of the world, God had a plan and
purpose for each of our lives. He has
orchestrated circumstances, opportunities, and
encounters to align with His purpose for us. As
we walk in obedience and surrender to His
leading, He unfolds His divine plan and enables
us to fulfill our destiny.

Discovering and walking in our God-given
purpose requires seeking God’s guidance
through prayer, studying His Word, and
listening to the prompting of the Holy Spirit. It
involves aligning our desires, passions, and
talents with God’s will and being willing to step
out in faith. It may also require periods of
waiting, growth, and preparation as God
shapes and refines us for the tasks He has
assigned to us. Before Moses was chosen by
God to deliver the Israelites from slavery in
Egypt, he spent about 40 years shepherding
his father-in-law Jethro’s flock in the
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wilderness. This period of Moses’ life is
commonly referred to as “the years of exile” or
“the years in Midian.” This would be the same
area he would later lead God’s people in.

According to the biblical account in Exodus 3,
while Moses was tending the flock near Mount
Horeb, he encountered the burning bush
through which God called him to lead the
Israelites out of Egypt. After this encounter,
Moses returned to Egypt and, with God’s
guidance, led the Israelites on their journey to
freedom.

Recognizing our purpose and destiny in Christ
brings meaning, fulfillment, and direction to
our lives. It liberates us from the aimless
pursuit of worldly success and positions us to
live with eternal significance. It enables us to
make a positive impact on others and
participate in God’s redemptive work in the
world.

It is essential to understand that our purpose
is not primarily about personal achievement or
self-gratification. It is ultimately about bringing
glory to God and advancing His Kingdom. It is
about participating in the restoration and
renewal of all things in Christ. As we live out
our purpose, we point others to the goodness
and grace of God and invite them into a
relationship with Him.
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Blessing #62: God will sustain me through

my life (Psalm 37:23-24, 54:4, 55:22, Isaiah

46:4, 2 Corinthians 4:8-9, Philippians 4:19,
Matthew 6:26).

Even when we stumble, we can trust that God
will not let us be completely overcome. He
upholds us with His hand, providing the
support and guidance we need to navigate
life’s difficulties. God is our helper and the
sustainer of our lives. He upholds us and
provides the strength and assistance we need
in every situation. We can find comfort and
confidence in knowing that God is with us,
supporting and sustaining us through all
circumstances.

We are encouraged to cast our burdens and
worries upon the Lord (1 Peter 5:7). When we
trust Him with our cares, He promises to
sustain us. God will not allow the righteous to
be permanently shaken or moved. He is our
source of stability and strength, ensuring that
we are upheld and supported as we place our
trust in Him.

In Isaiah 46:4 we learn that God’s sustaining
power is not limited to certain seasons of life
but extends throughout our entire journey. In
this verse, God assures us that He will carry
us, even in our old age. He is faithful to
provide for us, protect us, and save us. His
love and care for us remain constant,
regardless of our age or circumstances.
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Through God’s sustaining grace, we can find
strength, hope, and perseverance even in the
face of adversity.

God’s sustaining provision is not only limited to
our spiritual needs but also encompasses our
physical and material needs. Philippians 4:19
assures us that God will supply everything we
need according to His abundant riches. We can
trust that He will sustain us in every aspect of
life, providing for our necessities and ensuring
that we lack nothing that is truly essential.

In Matthew 6;26 Jesus invites us to consider
the birds of the air and recognize God’s care
for them. If God provides for the needs of
birds, how much more will He sustain and
provide for His beloved children? This reminder
assures us of God’s faithful provision and
sustenance, reminding us of our great value
and worth in His sight.

Blessing #63: I am called to make a
difference in the world (Matthew 5:13-16).

In these verses, Jesus uses two metaphors to
describe His followers: salt and light. He says,
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt
loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty
again? It is no longer good for anything,
except to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot. You are the light of the world. A
town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither
do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.
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Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives
light to everyone in the house.”

As salt, believers are called to preserve,
enhance, and bring flavor to the world. Salt
was a valuable commodity in Jesus’ time, used
not only as a seasoning but also as a
preservative. Likewise, we are called to bring
godly influence and positive impact to the
world around us. We are to preserve and
uphold godly values, morality, and
righteousness. Our lives should stand in
contrast to the corruption and decay of the
world, pointing others toward the goodness
and truth found in Christ.

Furthermore, as light, believers are called to
illuminate the darkness and bring hope, truth,
and guidance. Just as a city on a hill cannot be
hidden and a lamp is not meant to be
concealed, our lives should shine brightly with
the love and truth of Christ. Our words,
actions, and attitudes should reflect His
character and draw others to Him. We are
called to dispel darkness, ignorance, and
despair, and to bring the light of Christ into the
lives of those around us.

Jesus emphasizes that the purpose of being
salt and light is not for personal gain or
recognition but to bring glory to God. He says,
“In the same way, let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in Heaven.” Our actions and
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lifestyle should point people to God, directing
them to praise and honor Him.

To make a difference in the world, we need to
be intentional in living out our faith. It requires
a transformed mindset, and a willingness to
step out in faith. It involves living a life of
integrity, love, and compassion towards
others. It means being actively engaged in acts
of kindness, justice, and service, seeking to
meet the needs of others, and sharing the
hope of the Gospel.

Making a difference in the world also involves
being sensitive to the leading of the Holy
Spirit. It is through His empowerment and
guidance that we are equipped to fulfill our
calling. Making a difference in the world will
look different for each individual. God has
uniquely gifted and positioned each believer to
impact the world according to His divine plan.
Some may be called to serve in local
communities, others in the mission field, and
still others in their workplaces or families.
Whatever our specific calling may be, we are
all called to make a difference where God has
placed us as the salt and light of the world.

Blessing #64: I press on toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus (Philippians 3:14).

Paul uses the imagery of an athlete pressing
on toward a goal, which requires discipline,
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focus, and perseverance. This goal is not a
temporary or earthly one but has an eternal
significance and is rooted in the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus.

The phrase “the upward call of God” refers to
the divine invitation and calling that believers
receive to experience a deep, intimate
relationship with God and to participate in His
redemptive work in the world. It is a call to
spiritual growth, transformation, and
conformity to the image of Christ. This upward
call encompasses our salvation, but it extends
beyond it to the ongoing journey of becoming
more like Christ and fulfilling our God-given
purpose.

Paul’s mindset is one of unwavering
determination and commitment. He
understands that the Christian life is not a
static or complacent existence but a
continuous pursuit of God’s purposes and
plans. He is not content with where he is
spiritually but continually strives to grow and
deepen his relationship with Christ.

The prize that Paul mentions is the culmination
of the upward call of God. It represents the
ultimate reward and fulfillment that awaits
every believer. This prize includes eternal
fellowship with God, the joy of seeing His
purposes fulfilled, and the realization of the
fullness of our identity and destiny in Him. It is
the ultimate expression of God’s love, grace,
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and glory bestowed upon those who faithfully
follow Him.

Paul’s example challenges and encourages us
to adopt a similar mindset in our spiritual
journey. Pressing on toward the goal also
involves perseverance in the face of
challenges, setbacks, and temptations. It
requires us to rely on God’s strength, to stand
firm in our faith, and to remain steadfast in our
commitment to Christ, even when the path is
difficult or unclear.

Additionally, pressing on toward the goal
implies a willingness to let go of distractions,
sin, and worldly pursuits that hinder our
spiritual progress. It means prioritizing the
things of God and aligning our lives with His
purposes and priorities. It involves
surrendering our will, desires, and ambitions to
God, allowing Him to guide and direct our
steps.

Ultimately, the goal is to become more like
Christ, to be transformed by His love and
power, and to live in alignment with His
purposes. It is a lifelong pursuit that requires
daily surrender, obedience, and dependence on
the Holy Spirit. As we press on toward this
goal, we experience the joy, peace, and
fulfillment that come from walking in intimate
fellowship with our Savior.
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Small Group Questions for Chapter 8
Embracing Identity, Living in Love,
Walking in God’s Promises, and Pursuing
Purpose as Christ's Ambassador Part 2

Blessing #58: How does recognizing that you
have the blessing of divine partnership with
God as His co-worker influence your approach
to work, relationships, and serving others?

Blessing #59: As an ambassador of Christ, how
do you actively represent His kingdom in your
daily interactions and engagements? In what
ways can you, as a vessel of His love and
compassion, bring Jesus to others?
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Blessing #60: What does it mean to you to
enjoy the sweet presence of God, and how
does this experience impact your spiritual
journey and relationship with Him?

Blessing #61: How have you discovered or
embraced your specific purpose and destiny?
In what ways do you actively live out this
calling?
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Blessing #62: How have you personally
experienced God’s sustaining power in your
life? Can you share a specific situation or
season where you felt God upholding you and
providing the strength you needed?

259




Blessing #63: In what ways have you or others
in your life sought to make a difference in the
world as salt and light?

Blessing #64: What motivates you to press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call
of God in Christ Jesus? How do you overcome
obstacles and stay focused on this pursuit?
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Chapter 9
Embracing Identity, Living in Love,
Walking in God’s Promises, and Pursuing
Purpose as Christ's Ambassador Part 3
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Blessing #65: I am fearfully and wonderfully
made (Psalm 139:14).

Psalm 139 is a song that contains four stanzas
of six verses each. Psalm 139:14 which is in
the third stanza highlights the awe-inspiring
nature of God’s creation. It says, “I praise You
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
Your works are wonderful, I know that full
well.”

This verse reminds us that every human being
is @ masterpiece of God’s creation. It
acknowledges and celebrates the intricate and
marvelous design of the human body, mind,
and soul.

The phrase “fearfully made” does not imply
fear or terror, but rather it signifies a sense of
awe, reverence, and deep respect. It
emphasizes the extraordinary craftsmanship
and intentional design that God has poured
into every individual. Each person is uniquely
formed by God’s hand, bearing His image and
purpose. Have you ever thought, “"Does God
even know I exist?” or "Does anyone even
know me?” Psalm 139:14 helps us appreciate
our intrinsic value and worth, knowing that we
are not random or accidental beings, but
intentionally created by a loving and
purposeful Creator who knows us full well.

The term “wonderfully made” emphasizes the
wonder and marvel of God’s creation. It
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recognizes the complexity and beauty of the
human body, with its intricate systems,
organs, and functions. Beyond the physical
aspect, it encompasses the complexity of
human emotions, intellect, and spirituality. We
are fearfully and wonderfully made as holistic
beings, desighed to experience relationships,
creativity, and spiritual connection with our
Creator. This truth invites us to embrace and
celebrate our uniqueness and to recognize the
value in others as well.

Not only are we wonderfully made but all of
God’s works are wonderful. It is a reminder
that His creative genius extends beyond
human beings to the entire universe. From the
vastness of galaxies to the tiniest
microorganisms, every aspect of creation
reflects God’s wisdom, power, and beauty.
Recognizing this leads us to praise and worship
Him for His incredible works.

The understanding that we are fearfully and
wonderfully made has profound implications for
our self-esteem, identity, and purpose. It
reminds us that we are not defined by societal
standards or opinions but by our Creator’s
deliberate design. It also encourages us to
honor and care for our bodies, recognizing
them as temples of the Holy Spirit (1
Corinthians 6:19-20).

Moreover, this truth carries ethical implications
in how we treat others. If every person is
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fearfully and wonderfully made, it compels us
to respect and value every individual as
someone uniquely crafted by God. It calls us to
embrace diversity, reject discrimination, and
promote justice, equality, and compassion in
all our interactions.

Blessing #66: I am a child of God, chosen
and beloved (1 John 3:1-2).

In 1 John 3:1, the apostle John affirms
believers as children of God, chosen and
beloved by Him. This verse holds a profound
and comforting truth about our identity and
relationship with God.

As believers in Jesus Christ, we have been
adopted into God’s family (see blessing #3).
We become His children, and He becomes our
loving heavenly Father. This relationship is not
based on anything other than God’s grace and
the work of salvation through faith in Jesus
Christ. As God’s children, we are intimately
connected to Him, receiving His love, guidance,
and care.

Being chosen by God emphasizes His
deliberate and purposeful selection of us.
Before the foundation of the world, God chose
us to be part of His family and to experience
the blessings of salvation. This choice is rooted
in His sovereign will and unconditional love. It
signifies that we have been set apart and
called to fulfill a unique purpose in God’s plan.
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The term “beloved” expresses a deep and
tender affection.%* It signifies the depth of
God's love for us as His children that we are
loved by Him. His love is unconditional,
unwavering, and beyond measure. We are
cherished, valued, and esteemed by our
heavenly Father. This love provides us with
security, comfort, and a sense of belonging.

Understanding ourselves as children of God,
chosen and beloved, has significant
implications for our lives:

We find our true identity in Him. Our worth is
not derived from our accomplishments,
appearance, or the opinions of others but from
being loved and accepted by our heavenly
Father. This truth brings freedom from the
need for validation or approval from the world
and allows us to live confidently as heirs of
God's Kingdom.

Recognizing ourselves as God’s children invites
us into a deep and personal relationship with
Him. We can approach Him with confidence,
knowing that He hears our prayers, provides
for our needs, and walks with us through every
season of life. We can experience His fatherly
love, guidance, and discipline, growing in
intimacy with Him.

Yhttps://iwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g27/kjv/tr/0-1/
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As chosen children of God, we have a unique
purpose and calling in His Kingdom. We are
called to live out our faith, bear witness to the
Gospel, and make a positive impact in the
world. God equips and empowers us with His
Holy Spirit to fulfill the purpose He has
ordained for our lives. When God gazes upon
you, He does not perceive your failures and
flaws. Instead, He sees the flawless perfection
and beauty of Jesus covering you. In Christ,
God declares to you, “You are My beloved, and
I am fully pleased with you.” Jesus is perfectly
pleasing to God because He fulfilled the Law
completely. Likewise, you and I are pleasing to
God because we are embraced and deeply
favored in the Beloved, who carried all our sins
and fulfilled the Law on our behalf.

Blessing #67: I am strengthened by the Word
of God (Psalm 119:28).

Psalm 119:28 declares, "My soul is weary with
sorrow; strengthen me according to Your
Word.” This verse beautifully expresses the
transformative power of the Word of God in
our lives. We know that Jesus is the Word. “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. The Word
became flesh and made His dwelling among
us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth” (John 1:1,14). We find
our strength in Jesus who is the Word of God.
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In times of weariness, sorrow, or difficulty, our
souls can become depleted and weak. We may
feel overwhelmed, discouraged, or lacking in
strength. However, the Psalmist turns to the
Word of God as a source of strength and
renewal.

The Word of God is not merely a collection of
words on a page; it is alive and active
(Hebrews 4:12). It carries the power to speak
directly to our souls, bringing comfort,
encouragement, and renewal. When we
immerse ourselves in God’s Word, it will uplift
our spirits, refresh our minds, and invigorate
our hearts.

The Word of God strengthens us in various
ways. First, it provides us with wisdom and
guidance. As we study and meditate on God’s
Word, we gain insight into His character, His
ways, and His purposes. We discover the
principles and truths that can guide us through
life’s challenges and decisions. The Word of
God becomes a lamp to our feet and a light to
our path (Psalm 119:105), giving us clarity
and direction.

Second, the Word of God offers comfort and
hope. It reminds us of God’s faithfulness, His
promises, and His unfailing love. In moments
of sorrow, it can bring solace and healing to
our wounded hearts. The Scriptures are filled
with passages that speak of God’s comfort,
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peace, and restoration, assuring us that we are
never alone in our struggles.

Third, the Word of God strengthens our faith.
It reminds us of God’s power, His sovereignty,
and His ability to work all things together for
our good (Romans 8:28). It testifies to His
faithfulness throughout history and points us to
the ultimate expression of His love through
Jesus Christ. As we meditate on God’s
promises and the testimonies of His
faithfulness, our trust in Him grows, and our
faith is strengthened.

Furthermore, the Word of God equips us for
spiritual battles. It is described as the sword of
the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17), which is our
offensive weapon against the attacks of the
enemy. When we face spiritual warfare,
doubts, or temptations, we can draw on the
truth of God’s Word to stand firm, resist the
enemy, and experience victory in Christ.

To be strengthened by the Word of God
requires a deliberate and consistent
engagement with it. It involves reading,
studying, meditating, and applying its truths to
our lives. It is a lifelong journey of growing in
our understanding of God’s Word and allowing
it to shape our thoughts, attitudes, and
actions.

As we open our hearts and minds to the Word
of God, we invite the Holy Spirit to work within
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us, illuminating the Scriptures and speaking to
our souls.

Blessing #68: I know the mystery of His will
(Ephesians 1:9).

“In a fallen world of war, suffering, and
disease; a sinful world where bad things
happen to good people; God has revealed His
solution to us. He wrapped up every answer to
every aspect of the human condition in Christ
and He gave Him for us.

God’s will is to bless mankind in Christ. The
solution or “every spiritual blessing” to counter
the problems that plague us living in a fallen
world on Earth is ours through Christ today.”4>

The term “mystery” in biblical context refers to
a truth that was previously hidden or unknown
but has now been revealed by God. In the
context of Ephesians 1:9, the mystery refers to
God’s grand plan of salvation and redemption
through Jesus Christ. This plan was veiled in
the Old Testament but has been fully revealed
in the person and work of Jesus.

The mystery of God’s will is that He purposed
to bring all things together in Christ (Ephesians
1:10). It encompasses His eternal plan to
reconcile humanity to Himself, to redeem us
from sin and its consequences, and to unite all

45Dr. Matthew Webster. Heaven Come Down: Living as Citizens of
Heaven Today. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2021. p. 116.
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believers as one body in Christ. Through Jesus,
God has provided forgiveness, adoption into
His family, and the promise of eternal life.

By making known this mystery of His will, God
has granted us the privilege of understanding
and participating in His redemptive plan. It is a
divine revelation that surpasses human
comprehension and surpasses the wisdom and
understanding of this world.

The fact that God has made known the
mystery of His will to us is a testament to His
grace and love. It demonstrates His desire to
include us in His divine purposes and to invite
us into an intimate relationship with Him. It is
through the revelation of His will that we can
find true meaning, purpose, and fulfillment in
life.

As believers, we have the privilege of knowing
and understanding the mystery of God’s will
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The
Spirit of God opens our eyes and illuminates
our hearts to comprehend the depths of God’s
love, His plan of salvation, and the blessings
and inheritance we have in Christ.

Understanding the mystery of God’s will has
transformative implications for our lives. It
changes our perspective, aligns our desires
with His, and empowers us to live in
accordance with His purposes. It enables us to
walk in obedience, make wise choices, and live
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in anticipation of the glorious future He has
prepared for us.

In addition, knowing the mystery of God’s will
fills us with hope and assurance. It reassures
us that God is sovereign, that His plans are
perfect, and that He is working all things
according to His divine purposes. It gives us
confidence in uncertainty and peace in the face
of life’s challenges.

As we grasp the mystery of God’s will, we are
called to live following its truths. We are called
to love one another, to share the good news of
salvation, and to live as witnesses of His grace
and love in the world. We have the privilege
and responsibility of participating in God’s
redemptive work, spreading His kingdom, and
making disciples of all nations.

Blessing #69: I have obtained an eternal
inheritance (Ephesians 1:11).

The devil cannot take your inheritance from
you. He can only try to convince us not to
access it by not believing in it or remaining
ignorant of it.

Inheritance is something owned by someone
that upon their death they leave something to
you. It is meant to be a blessing to help you.
“A good man leaves an inheritance to his
children's children, but the sinner's wealth is
laid up for the righteous” (Proverbs 13:22).
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Jesus died to give you His inheritance. Jesus’
death made available to us every spiritual
blessing, an eternal inheritance. The question
of our inheritance is not whether God has
purchased it for us, but whether we will
possess it. Faith possesses. Faith inherits. At
the cross, Jesus purchased peace, healing, and
provision for us.

“Jesus sweat blood in the garden of
Gethsemane to redeem us from stress and
negative thoughts and give to us peace and
sound minds. He was destitute of material
goods so that “though He was rich, yet for
your sakes He became poor, that you through
His poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians
8:9). He carried all our diseases and pains so
that we might be healed. All these blessings
that God wants us to access have already been
paid for.”46

An inheritance typically refers to the
possessions, privileges, and blessings that are
passed down to someone as a result of their
relationship with a benefactor. In the context
of Ephesians 1:11, inheritance refers to the
spiritual blessings and eternal rewards that
believers receive as a result of their
relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

The phrase “obtained an eternal inheritance”
emphasizes the certainty and permanence of

46Dr. Matthew Webster. Heaven Come Down: Living as Citizens of
Heaven Today. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2021. p. 116-117.
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what we have received in Christ. It highlights
that our inheritance is not something we earn
or achieve through our efforts, but rather it is
a gracious gift bestowed upon us by God.

The nature of our inheritance is described as
“eternal,” signifying that it is not temporary or
limited to this earthly life. Our inheritance
transcends the boundaries of time and extends
into eternity. It encompasses the fullness of
God’s blessings, His presence, and the rewards
that await us in the heavenly realm.

Through faith in Jesus Christ, we become heirs
of God and co-heirs with Christ (Romans
8:17). As heirs, we are recipients of the
immeasurable riches of God’s grace and the
abundant blessings that flow from our
relationship with Him.

Our eternal inheritance includes various
aspects:

Through Christ’s sacrifice, we have been
redeemed from the power and penalty of sin.
We have received forgiveness and
reconciliation with God, experiencing the
fullness of His love and mercy.

We have been adopted as children of God,
becoming part of His family. We enjoy the
privileges and rights that come with this divine
relationship, including the assurance of His
love, guidance, and provision.
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God has given us the Holy Spirit as a
guarantee of our inheritance (Ephesians 1:14).
The Spirit empowers us, guides us, and
assures us of our identity and destiny as
children of God.

Our inheritance includes the promise of eternal
life in the presence of God. We have the
assurance that we will dwell with Him forever,
experiencing His glory and joy in all its
fullness.

As heirs, we have access to the spiritual
blessings and gifts that God has graciously
bestowed upon us today on Earth. These gifts
equip us for service, enable us to fulfill our
purpose, and empower us to make a difference
in the world.

The reality of our eternal inheritance has
transformative implications for how we live our
lives. It gives us secure hope and a perspective
that transcends the temporary trials and
difficulties of this world. It motivates us to live
with a sense of purpose, stewarding the
blessings and resources entrusted to us for the
glory of God. Our eternal inheritance instills a
sense of responsibility. As recipients of God’s
blessings and grace, we are called to be
faithful stewards of what He has entrusted to
us. We are called to use our time, talents, and
resources to advance His kingdom, share the
good news of salvation, and demonstrate His
love to others.
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Our eternal inheritance also inspires gratitude
and worship. We are filled with awe and
thanksgiving as we contemplate the
immeasurable grace and love of God that has
made this inheritance possible. It draws us into
a deeper relationship with Him, as we seek to
know Him more intimately and to align our
lives with His purposes.

Blessing #70: I have heard and I know the
Word of truth (John 14:6,
Ephesians 1:13, 4:21).

To “hear the Word of truth” means more than
merely perceiving sound with our ears. It
encompasses understanding, receiving, and
responding to the truth of God’s Word with
receptive hearts and minds. It involves actively
engaging with the message of the Gospel and
allowing it to impact and shape our lives.

The “Word of truth” refers specifically to the
Gospel, which is the message of salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ. It is the truth
that sets us free from the power of sin,
reconciles us to God, and offers us eternal life.
The Gospel is the good news that God, in His
love and mercy, sent Jesus Christ to redeem
humanity and restore us to a right relationship
with Him. It is the salvation of the Lord that we
all need for the things that come against us.
Romans 10:9 says, “If you confess with your
mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your
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heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved.”

“If you confess Jesus is Lord” (kyrios): he to
whom a person or thing belongs, about which
he has the power of deciding; master, lord4’.
What Romans 10:9 is saying is that if I believe
that I belong to Jesus and He has the power to
make a difference in my situation I will
experience salvation (s0z0): to save, keep safe
and sound, to rescue from danger or
destruction. And also to deliver from the
penalties of the Messianic judgment.4® In all
things, we can find rescue from danger and
destruction in Christ. Salvation is a gift from
God, and it comes through believing in Jesus
alone (Romans 10:9). How is this possible?

The Greek word for “confession” is homologeo,
and it means "to agree with" or "say the same
thing God says about you and/or your
circumstances.”4?

You are to take your problem to God and then
agree (homologed) with what God’s Word says
about your problem that Jesus is Lord.

You are saying Jesus is Lord and you are
agreeing with the truth of God’s Word that
says that I belong to Jesus and Jesus has
already defeated the enemy of sin and the

4Thttps://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2962/kjv/tr/0-1/
Bhttps://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g4982/kjv/tr/0-1/
Bhttps://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g3670/kjv/tr/0-1/
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effects of sin that I am experiencing now. I
agree with God’s Word, Jesus is my Lord and I
believe (pisteud): to trust in Jesus as able to
aid either in obtaining or in doing something:
saving faith.>°

When I experience trouble, I will speak God’s
promise to me. I trust in Jesus the One who
offers me His salvation. The promise is not that
you might be saved or that you could be
saved, the promise is that you will be saved.

When we hear the Word of Truth, it has
profound implications for our lives:

Hearing the Word of Truth allows us to gain
knowledge and understanding of God’s plan of
salvation. It reveals to us the depth of God’s
love, His redemptive work through Jesus, and
the way to receive forgiveness and eternal life.
Through hearing the Gospel, we come to know
the truth that sets us free.

Hearing the Word of truth sparks faith in our
hearts. “"God’s truth is a light in the darkness.
We have heard His good news and discovered
the path of life. This gives us faith to receive
what is ours in Christ. "Consequently, faith
comes from hearing the message, and the

SOhttps://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g4100/kjv/tr/0-1/
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message is heard through the Word about
Christ” (Romans 10:17)."°1

As we hear and receive the Gospel, the Holy
Spirit works in us, opening our hearts to
believe and empowering us to experience
spiritual transformation. Our lives are renewed,
and we were made as new creations in Christ
(2 Corinthians 5:17). Hearing the Word of
truth is instrumental in the renewing of our
minds. Romans 12:2 encourages us not to
conform to the patterns of this world but to be
transformed by the renewing of our minds. As
we hear and meditate on the Word, it shapes
our thoughts, attitudes, and perspectives. It
helps us align our thinking with God’s truth and
develop a biblical worldview.

Ephesians 1:13 emphasizes that upon hearing
the Word of truth, we are sealed with the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the promised Helper,
Comforter, and Guide who comes to dwell
within believers.

Hearing the Word of Truth equips us with God’s
guidance and wisdom. The Word of truth
becomes our compass, guiding us through

life’s decisions, challenges, and temptations.

As believers, we are called to continually hear
and engage with the Word of truth. This
involves studying and meditating on Scripture,

51Dr. Matthew Webster. Heaven Come Down: Living as Citizens of
Heaven Today. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2021. p. 117-118.
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participating in the preaching and teaching of
the Word, and seeking personal encounters
with God through His Word. It is through
hearing and internalizing the Word that we
grow in our faith, deepen our understanding of
God’s character and purposes, and live in
alignment with His will.

Hearing the Word of Truth is not meant to be
passive listening but active engagement.
James 1:22 urges us to be doers of the Word,
not just hearers. We are called to apply the
truth we hear to our lives, allowing it to
produce fruit and transformation.

In John 14:6, Jesus declares Himself as "the
Truth." This statement encompasses the
essence of His identity and the nature of His
mission on Earth.

Firstly, Jesus being the truth means that He
embodies and reveals the ultimate reality of
God and His divine nature. Through His words,
actions, and teachings, Jesus consistently
displayed and communicated the truth about
God’s character, His love, His plan of salvation,
and the nature of the Kingdom of God. Jesus’
entire life and ministry were a testament to the
truth of God’s redemptive purposes for
humanity.

Secondly, Jesus as the truth signifies that He is

the embodiment and fulfillment of God’s
promises throughout the Scriptures. The Old
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Testament foreshadowed and prophesied of
the coming Messiah, and Jesus is the living
fulfilment of those prophecies. He is the
perfect representation of God’s faithfulness,
love, truth, and grace. In Him, the truth of
God’s promises finds its ultimate expression
and fulfillment.

Jesus being the truth also implies that He is
the exclusive means of salvation and
reconciliation with God. In the latter part of
John 14:6, Jesus states, "No one comes to the
Father except through Me.” This declaration
affirms that Jesus is the only way to have a
restored relationship with God. He is the
mediator between humanity and the Father,
the bridge that enables us to find forgiveness,
eternal life, and intimate communion with God.

By proclaiming Himself as the truth, Jesus
emphasizes His uniqueness, authority, and
indispensability. He invites all people to believe
in Him, to follow His teachings, and to place
their faith in Him as the Savior and Lord.

The world does not know the truth and
believes that it is impossible to “know truth”.
“"What is truth?” Pilate asked (John 18:38).
Unfortunately, even in our present time, the
belief that truth is subjective continues to
exist. This worldview shaped Pilate’s statement
when he asked, "What is truth?” He subscribed
to the idea that truth is determined by
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individual perception. Some people today also
hold the belief that they define what truth is.

In contrast, Jesus proclaimed Himself as the
objective truth, declaring, I am the way, the
truth, and the life” (John 14:6). Jesus’
assertion implies that truth is not subjective
but independent of personal perception.

Pilate’s question, "What is truth?” arose from
Jesus’ statement, “For this reason I was born
and have come into the world, to testify to the
truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth
listens to My voice” (John 18:37). Jesus’
testimony reveals that truth is objective and
can be known and this challenged Pilate’s
worldview that truth is subjective.

Truth cannot be relative to each individual, as
it would lead to contradictions. For example, if
Bob believes in the existence of God while
Andy believes in the nonexistence of God, both
perspectives cannot be simultaneously true.
Truth cannot be subjective or relative.

As Christians who have the Holy Spirit dwelling
within us, we have access to the Truth—Jesus
Christ—who is revealed to us by the Spirit
(John 14:26, John 16:12-15). This guides us
away from subjective relativism and points us
to the unchanging and objective truth found in
Jesus.
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Blessing #71: 1 am sealed with the Holy
Spirit of promise (Ephesians 1:13).

“The Promise of the Holy Spirit that was
prophesied about by Isaiah, Ezekiel, Zechariah,
Joel, John the Baptist, and Jesus, has been
made available to you in Christ today! The
Holy Spirit is God’s guarantee that He will give
us the inheritance He has promised and that
He has purchased us to be His people.”>?2

To be "sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise"
means that as believers in Jesus Christ, we
have received the presence and work of the
Holy Spirit in our lives as a mark of God'’s
ownership, protection, and guarantee of our
salvation.

The act of sealing was common in ancient
times and served various purposes. It could
represent ownership, security, authenticity, or
authority. Similarly, when we are sealed with
the Holy Spirit, it signifies our belonging to
God, the security of our salvation, the
authenticity of our faith, and the authority of
the Holy Spirit’s work in us.

1. Ownership and Authentication: Sealing a
document or an object served as a mark
of ownership and authentication. It
indicated that the item was genuine and
belonged to a specific individual or

52Dr. Matthew Webster. Heaven Come Down: Living as Citizens of
Heaven Today. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2021. p. 118.
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entity. The seal of the Holy Spirit
identifies us as belonging to God. It
marks us as His redeemed children,
adopted into His family through faith in
Jesus Christ. This seal signifies our new
identity and standing before God as His
beloved children.

. Security and Protection: Seals were used
to ensure the security and protection of
important possessions. They functioned
as a form of tamper-proofing, ensuring
that the contents or integrity of
something (such as a scroll, letter, or
container) remained intact until it
reached its intended recipient. The seal
of the Holy Spirit provides security and
protection. It signifies that we are under
God's ownership and care, and nothing
can separate us from His love (Romans
8:38-39). The Holy Spirit is our Helper,
Comforter, and Advocate, who guides
and guards us in our spiritual journey.

. Authority and Authorization: Seals were
also associated with authority and
authorization. They were often used by
rulers, kings, or officials to validate
decrees, laws, or official documents,
signifying their endorsement or approval.
The seal of the Holy Spirit signifies that
believers have been authorized by God
to represent Him and carry out His
purposes in the world. As ambassadors
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of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:19-20),
believers are entrusted with the authority
of Christ in the world (Luke 10:19).

. Identification and Inclusion: In some
instances, being sealed represented
identification or inclusion into a particular
group or covenant. It signified a person's
belongingness, participation, or
acceptance within a specific community
or spiritual realm. The seal of the Holy
Spirit affirms the authenticity of our
faith. It demonstrates that we are
genuinely born again and have received
the salvation that comes through Jesus
Christ. The Holy Spirit’s presence in our
lives testifies to the reality of our
relationship with God and the
transformation He is working in us. The
seal of the Holy Spirit also serves as a
guarantee of our future inheritance in
Christ. It assures us that we are
partakers of the promises of God and
that we will receive the fullness of our
eternal inheritance. The presence of the
Holy Spirit in us is a foretaste and
guarantee of the glorious future that
awaits us.

The Holy Spirit, who seals us, also empowers
and guides us in our Christian walk. He equips
us with spiritual gifts, imparts wisdom, and
leads us into all truth. The Holy Spirit’s work in
us enables us to bear fruit that honors Him.
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As sealed believers, we are called to honor the
Holy Spirit's presence in our lives. We are to
yield to His guidance, cooperate with His work,
and walk in step with His leading.

Blessing #72: 1 have been called out of
darkness into His marvelous light. The light of
God’s truth has shone in my heart and has
given me the knowledge of salvation through
Christ (2 Corinthians 4:6, 1 Peter 2:9).

Before coming to faith in Christ, we were all
spiritually blind, separated from God, and
trapped in the darkness of sin and its
consequences. But through God’s grace and
love, we have been called out of that darkness.
This calling is a divine invitation extended to all
people, inviting them to turn from their sinful
ways and enter into a relationship with God
through Jesus Christ.

The light of God’s truth and salvation is
described as marvelous. It is a light that
reveals the beauty of God'’s character, His
redemptive plan, and the glory of His Son,
Jesus Christ. This light brings clarity,
understanding, and hope to our lives. It dispels
the darkness of sin, ignorance, and despair,
and illuminates our path with the radiant truth
of God’s Word.

The light of God’s truth has shone in our

hearts, illuminating our inner being. This
means that through the Holy Spirit, God has
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opened our spiritual eyes and granted us the
ability to comprehend and embrace His truth.
The light of His Word and the work of the Holy
Spirit brings about a profound inward
transformation, enabling us to understand and
receive the knowledge of salvation through
Christ.

The light of God’s truth in our hearts brings us
the knowledge of salvation. It reveals the
reality of our sinful state, the holiness of God,
and the need for a Savior. Through this
knowledge, we come to understand that Jesus
Christ is the only way to salvation and
reconciliation with God. We realize that
salvation is a gift of God’s grace, received
through faith in Jesus’ atoning sacrifice on the
Cross.

These verses highlight the life-changing impact
of encountering God’s light and receiving the
knowledge of salvation. They remind us that
through Christ, we are no longer bound by the
darkness of sin and separation from God.
Instead, we have been brought into a new
realm of existence, marked by His marvelous
light, truth, and love.

As those who have been called out of darkness
into His marvelous light, we are called to live in
a manner consistent with the truth we have
received. We are also called to share the light
of God’s truth with others. Just as we were
once in darkness and received the light, we
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have a responsibility to extend the invitation to
others, so that they too may experience the
transformation and salvation found in Christ.

“As he neared Damascus on his journey,
suddenly a light from Heaven flashed around
him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice
say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me?’ ‘Who are you, Lord?’ Saul asked. ‘I am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied”
(Acts 9:3-5). What many miss in the story of
Saul’s conversion is that it was God’s grace
that opened his eyes to see.

“Saul got up from the ground, but when he
opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they
led him by the hand into Damascus” (Acts
9:8). “Then Ananias went to the house and
entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said,
“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared
to you on the road as you were coming here—
has sent me so that you may see again and be
filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 9:17).

Ananias means: “whom Jehovah has graciously
given”.>3 Ananias is a derivative of the name
Hananiah. And the name Hananiah consists of
two parts, the end being n' (Yah), which is an
abbreviated form of YHWH, or Yahweh. The
first part of Hananiah comes from the verb jan
(hanan), meaning to be gracious. When the
scales fell off of Paul’s eyes he could now
clearly see (Ananias) the graciousness of God.

S3https:/iwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g367/kjv/tr/0-1/
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I once was blind to God’s grace but the light of
God’s truth has shone in my heart and has
given me the knowledge of salvation.

Small Group Questions for Chapter 9
Embracing Identity, Living in Love,
Walking in God’s Promises, and Pursuing
Purpose as Christ's Ambassador Part 3

Blessing #65: Considering the truth that you
are fearfully and wonderfully made, how does
this understanding impact your self-image,
self-acceptance, and relationships with others?

Blessing #66: How does the realization of
being a child of God, chosen and beloved,
influence the way you perceive your worth,
purpose, and identity in the world?
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Blessing #67: How has the Word of God
strengthened you personally?

Blessing #68: What is the will of God for your
life? What plans does God have for you?
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Blessing #69: How does the assurance of an
eternal inheritance affect the way you prioritize
and value the things of this world?

Blessing #70: Reflecting on your experience of
hearing the Word of truth, how has it
transformed your beliefs and convictions, and
how do you actively apply it in your daily life?
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Blessing #71: How does being sealed by the
Holy Spirit assure you of your salvation and
what else does it mean for your life?

Blessing #72: How does the knowledge of
being called out of darkness into God’s
marvelous light impact your perspective on
life, purpose, and the pursuit of truth?
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Chapter 10
Embracing Identity, Living in Love,
Walking in God’s Promises, and Pursuing
Purpose as Christ's Ambassador Part 4

identity

(Whoam 1?)
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Blessing #73: I am strengthened with all
might according to His glorious power
(Colossians 1:11).

“I pray that out of His glorious riches He may
strengthen you with power through His Spirit
in your inner being” (Ephesians 3:16). In this
prayer, Paul expresses his desire for the
believers in Ephesus to be strengthened with
power in their inner being. Paul recognizes that
the source of this strength is rooted in God’s
“glorious riches.” He emphasizes that God’s
abundance and limitless resources are
available to provide the necessary strength for
believers through the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of
God is the channel through which believers
receive divine strength and enablement. The
strength that Paul prays for is not merely
external, it is intended to reach the deepest
part of their being—their innermost selves. The
subsequent verses in Ephesians 3 continue
Paul’s prayer, emphasizing the magnitude of
God’s love, the comprehension of Christ’s
indwelling presence, and the desire for
believers to be filled with the fullness of God.

Imagine a deep-sea explorer venturing into the
vast and uncharted depths of the ocean. The
explorer is equipped with advanced diving gear
and specialized tools to withstand the immense
pressure, darkness, and unknown dangers that
lie beneath the surface.
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In this analogy, the deep-sea explorer
represents a believer in Christ, while the deep
sea represents the world—its complexities,
challenges, and spiritual darkness. The diving
gear and tools symbolize the power and
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Just as the deep-sea explorer relies on their
equipment to navigate and overcome the
difficulties of the deep sea, believers depend
on the strength and empowerment of the Holy
Spirit to navigate and overcome the challenges
and temptations of the world. The Holy Spirit
provides them with discernment, wisdom,
courage, and supernatural abilities to resist
worldly influences and live according to God'’s
will.

The deep-sea explorer explores the depths of
the ocean, encountering unique creatures,
treacherous currents, and unexpected
obstacles. Likewise, believers venture into the
world, facing diverse cultures, ideologies,
moral dilemmas, and also the opposition of
Satan and an unbelieving world. Through the
strength provided by the Holy Spirit, believers
are empowered to be a light in the darkness,
standing firm in their faith, and sharing the
truth and love of Christ with those around
them.

By understanding the deep sea as representing

the world, the analogy underscores the need
for believers to rely on the power of the Holy
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Spirit to navigate and impact the world
effectively.

Colossians 1:11 declares that believers are
strengthened with all might according to God’s
glorious power. This verse conveys the
incredible truth of the supernatural strength
available to us through our relationship with
Jesus Christ.

The phrase “strengthened with all might”
indicates that God, in His abundant grace and
power, equips and empowers believers with
divine strength. This strength is made available
to us through our union with Christ and the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Here are key aspects of this strengthening:

Through the work of the Holy Spirit, we receive
supernatural power and enablement from God.
This divine empowerment strengthens us in
our inner being, enabling us to face difficulties,
overcome obstacles, and fulfill the purposes
God has for us.

The strength we receive is according to God’s
glorious power. It is rooted in the limitless, all-
surpassing power of God Himself. This power is
demonstrated in creation, redemption, and the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is the same
power that raised Christ from the dead and is
now at work within us (Ephesians 1:19-20).
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The strength we receive encompasses not only
physical or external abilities but also spiritual
and emotional resilience. It empowers us to
endure trials, persevere in faith, and stand firm
against the schemes of the enemy. It provides
the inner fortitude needed to remain steadfast
and faithful in challenges and tribulations. The
strength we receive enables us to persevere
and endure. It sustains us in times of
weakness and weariness, reminding us that
God’s power is made perfect in our weakness
(2 Corinthians 12:9). We can trust that His
strength will carry us through any trials we
may face.

The strengthening we receive is not just for
personal benefit but also the purpose of
effective service and fruitful ministry. As we
are strengthened with all might, we are better
equipped to fulfill the calling God has placed on
our lives, to use our gifts and talents for His
glory, and to impact the world with the
message of the Gospel.

The awareness of God’s strengthening power
fills us with confidence and courage. We can
face uncertainties, confront difficulties, and
step out in faith, knowing that we are not
alone. The power of God is working within us,
enabling us to overcome opposition that would
try to prevent us from partaking in our divine
calling.
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Recognizing our need for God’s strength leads
us to cultivate a deeper dependence on Him.
We acknowledge that apart from Him, we can
do nothing (John 15:5). We rely on His power,
seeking His guidance, and trusting in His
provision. Our reliance on His strength fosters
intimacy and trust in our relationship with Him.

Being strengthened with all might empowers
us to live a life that reflects the character of
Christ. We can love sacrificially, serve
selflessly, and walk in obedience to God’s
Word. His power is demonstrated to the world
through the fruit He bears in our lives.

Blessing #74: I can hear God's Word, follow
His lead, and receive abundant blessings as a
result (John 10:27, James 1:22, 25).

In John 10:27, Jesus declares, "My sheep hear
My voice, and I know them, and they follow
Me.” This verse speaks to the intimate
relationship between Jesus and His followers.
As believers, we have the privilege of hearing
and recognizing the voice of our Good
Shepherd.

Hearing God’s Word involves not only
physically perceiving the words of Scripture but
also having spiritual ears to discern His voice
and leading in our lives. Through the Holy
Spirit, God speaks to us through His Word,
providing guidance, instruction, comfort, and
correction. It is through regular engagement
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with Scripture and a sensitive heart that we
can discern and hear His voice.

James 1:22 exhorts us, “"But be doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves.” This verse emphasizes the
importance of not merely listening to God’s
Word but actively following it. True faith in
Christ is not just about hearing or intellectual
understanding; it is demonstrated through a
transformed life.

James 1:25 states, “"But the one who looks into
the perfect Law, the Law of Liberty, and
perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a
doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.”
This verse reinforces the blessing of walking in
the Spirit and following His leading through His
Word.

The blessings mentioned here are not
necessarily material or worldly prosperity
(although God does bless us in this way too),
but rather spiritual blessings that flow from a
life lived in accordance with God’s Word. These
blessings can include a deepening relationship
with God, inner peace, joy, wisdom, spiritual
growth, and a life that brings glory to God.

By aligning our lives with God’s Word and
living in obedience to His teachings, we
position ourselves to receive the fullness of His
blessings. It is through our obedience that we
experience the transformative work of the Holy
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Spirit and the abundant life that Jesus
promised (John 10:10).

Blessing #75: I am called to humble myself
and serve others
(Mark 10:45, Matthew 20:26-28).

In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus is portrayed as
the Divine Servant, and it is Mark, despite his
imperfections and past failures, whom God
chose to write this remarkable account. The
Lord deemed it fit for Mark, the servant who
failed, to write about Jesus, the Divine Servant
who never fails. For further study on Mark'’s
failure and reinstatement in missions (see Acts
15:36-40, 1 Peter 5:13).

Jesus declares that His purpose was not to be
served, but to serve others. This statement
challenges the prevailing expectations of power
and authority at that time, where leaders and
rulers were often focused on being served by
others. Jesus, in contrast, came with a
different mindset—to humbly serve and give of
Himself.

This verse carries significant implications for
believers who seek to follow Jesus’ example. It
calls us to a life of humility and service toward
others. Jesus willingly laid aside His divine
privileges and took on the form of a servant,
demonstrating that true greatness lies in
selfless service. As His followers, we are called
to imitate His attitude and actions.
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In Matthew 20:26-28, Jesus contrasts the
mindset of the world with the values of His
Kingdom. He teaches His disciples that true
greatness is not found in positions of power,
authority, or personal prestige, but rather in
humble service to others. Here are some key
takeaways from this passage:

Jesus emphasizes that those who desire to be
great in His kingdom must first become
servants of all. He challenges the prevalent
cultural notion that greatness is achieved
through dominance or lording over others.
Instead, He calls His followers to adopt a
posture of humility, putting others before
themselves and willingly serving their needs.

Jesus points to Himself as the ultimate
example of humility and service. He states that
even He, the Son of God, did not come to be
served but to serve and give His life as a
ransom for many. Jesus, in His incarnation,
demonstrated the epitome of humility by
willingly taking on the role of a servant, even
to the point of sacrificially laying down His life
for humanity's redemption.

“By entering the world as a vulnerable human
infant, Jesus identified with our humanity and
demonstrated His love for us. He chose to
enter the world in this way to show that He
came not to conquer through power and might
but through humility and sacrifice. As it says in
Philippians 2:7-8, "But He emptied Himself, by
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taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men. And being found in human
form, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross.”>*

Jesus teaches that humble service not only
reflects His character but also has a
transformative impact on individuals and
communities. Through acts of selfless service,
we reflect the love and compassion of Christ,
bringing healing, restoration, and hope to
those around us. In humbly serving others, we
participate in God’s redemptive work and
become agents of His Kingdom on Earth.

The implications of this teaching for our lives
as believers are profound:

We are called to embrace a servant’s heart and
willingly humble ourselves for the sake of
others. This involves setting aside selfish
ambition, pride, and self-centeredness, and
actively seeking opportunities to meet the
needs of others. It means approaching
relationships, work, and ministry with a
mindset of humility, kindness, and self-
sacrifice.

Our service should be marked by love and
genuine care for others. We are called to serve
not out of obligation or seeking recognition but

54Dr. Matthew Webster. Unwrapping the Mystery of Christmas: 25
Questions Answered. Kindle Publishing. 2023, 152..
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out of a deep love for God and a desire to
reflect His love to others. When we serve with
compassion and selflessness, we become
tangible expressions of God’s grace and mercy
in the lives of those we encounter.

Humble service requires us to recognize the
inherent worth and dignity of every person. It
means treating others with respect, honor, and
fairness, regardless of their social status,
ethnicity, or background. When we serve with
humility, we affirm the value of every
individual as being created in the image of God
and deserving of love and care.

As followers of Christ, we are called to imitate
His example of humble service. We are to
emulate His selflessness, His willingness to lay
aside His rights and comforts for the sake of
others, and His commitment to sacrificial love.
By doing so, we bear witness to His
transformative power and draw others to Him.

Blessing #76: I am clothed with humility,
kindness, and gentleness (Colossians 3:12).

Colossians 3:12 provides a beautiful
description of the virtues that believers should
embrace in their lives. It says, “Therefore, as
God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness, and patience.”
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When the verse speaks of being “clothed,” it
suggests that these virtues should become an
integral part of our character and demeanor,
much like wearing clothes. In other words, just
as we physically put on garments to cover and
adorn ourselves, we are encouraged to “put
on” and embody these qualities in our
interactions with others.

The first virtue mentioned is humility. Humility
involves recognizing our limitations,
acknowledging that we are not superior to
others, and having a modest view of ourselves.
It is a quality that allows us to approach others
with a spirit of openness, respect, and
willingness to learn. Humility helps us avoid
pride and arrogance, fostering a sense of unity
and harmony with those around us. When we
understand that every good gift we have
comes from God (including our natural and
spiritual gifts and abilities) we cannot boast in
our achievements and we cannot boast in our
salvation for it is by grace through faith we
have been saved (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Kindness is another virtue emphasized in the
verse. It involves showing goodwill and
generosity towards others, being considerate
of their needs, and acting with compassion.
Kindness encourages us to extend a helping
hand, offer support, and demonstrate empathy
in our interactions. It is an expression of love
and care that can bring comfort, joy, and
encouragement to those we encounter.
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Gentleness is closely related to kindness and
humility. It involves being tender,
understanding, and patient with others, even
in challenging situations. Gentleness allows us
to respond with a calm and soothing
demeanor, rather than reacting with harshness
or aggression. It involves using words and
actions that promote healing, understanding,
and reconciliation, rather than causing harm or
further conflict.

By embracing these virtues, we are not only
reflecting the character of Christ but also
fostering a positive and harmonious
environment in our relationships. They enable
us to treat others with respect, understanding,
and compassion, creating a space where
people feel valued, heard, and loved.

In Colossians 3:12, believers are reminded
that they are “God’s chosen people, holy and
dearly loved.” It is from this place of divine
love and acceptance that we are encouraged to
embody these virtues. Through the power of
God’s love and grace, we can cultivate
humility, kindness, and gentleness in our lives
and extend them to those around us. Clothing
ourselves with humility, kindness, and
gentleness happens through knowing who we
are, chosen people who are holy and dearly
loved by God.

Blessing #77: 1 am empowered by the Holy
Spirit to fulfill my calling (Acts 1:8).
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Acts 1:8 is a powerful verse from the Bible that
highlights the role of the Holy Spirit in
empowering believers to fulfill their calling. The
verse states, “"But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be
My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the Earth.”

In this verse, Jesus is speaking to His disciples
just before His ascension into Heaven. He
promises them that they will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes upon them. This
power is not just any ordinary power but the
power necessary to carry out their mission of
being His witnesses and proclaiming the
message of the Gospel to the world. Dynamis is
the Greek word for power here. This is where
we get our English word dynamite from. It
means power for performing miracles.>>

The Holy Spirit provides believers with the
strength and courage to face challenges and
opposition. The early disciples faced numerous
obstacles and persecution in their mission to
spread the Gospel, but the Holy Spirit
empowered them to boldly proclaim the
message of Jesus Christ despite the risks
involved. In the same way, the Holy Spirit
empowers believers today, enabling them to
overcome fear, doubt, and adversity as they
fulfill their calling. You go out in the world with
the mission to make disciples by proclaiming
the good news of Jesus Christ and you are

55 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g1411/kjv/tr/0-1/
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equipped with dynamite power to do it. Life
has uncertainty to it. What dangers are ahead,
what obstacles will you encounter? Similar to
the pioneers in America who forged paths in
uncharted territory, overcoming mountains and
hills with the aid of dynamite, no obstacle
proved insurmountable for them. The same is
true for us and our mission to share Jesus with
others. Does it matter what obstacles you will
face when you have God with you, and He has
given us His dynamite power?

The empowerment by the Holy Spirit is
multifaceted. First and foremost, the Holy
Spirit brings spiritual power, enabling believers
to have a deep and intimate relationship with
God. Through the Holy Spirit, believers are
connected to God, guided in their
understanding of Scripture, and granted
wisdom and discernment to make godly
choices.

Furthermore, the Holy Spirit empowers
believers with spiritual gifts. These gifts are
special abilities and capacities given by the
Holy Spirit to build up the body of Christ and
serve others. Spiritual gifts can vary from
person to person and may include gifts of
teaching, prophecy, healing, leadership, and
many others. These gifts are meant to be used
for the benefit of the church and the
advancement of God’s Kingdom.
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The scope of the disciples’ calling mentioned in
Acts 1:8 extends from Jerusalem to the ends of
the Earth. This signifies that the empowering
work of the Holy Spirit is not limited to a
particular location or time. Rather, the Holy
Spirit empowers believers wherever they are,
in their local communities, workplaces, or
global mission efforts. Through the Holy Spirit,
believers receive power, spiritual gifts,
courage, and guidance to be effective
witnesses for Christ in their spheres of
influence. The Holy Spirit enables believers to
live out their faith, impact others for the
Kingdom of God, and bring glory to Jesus
Christ.

Think about the influence your life can have
simply from where God has placed you in your
life and the people that you know and
encounter daily. On the next page is a circle of
influence that brings excitement to my life of
all the potential people who can be blessed by
my opportunity to share Jesus with them in
their lives.
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Blessing #78: I have a compassionate heart,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience
(Romans 8:33, Colossians 3:12).

The qualities mentioned in Romans 8:33 and
Colossians 3:12 provide a rich description of

56Amy. Kauffman. Where is your sphere of influence? Amplifying Specks
of Life. December 23, 2013.
https://akauffman.wordpress.com/2013/12/23/where-do-you-find-your-
sphere-of-influence/
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the attributes that believers cultivate in their
lives.

Compassion is a deep feeling of empathy and
concern for the suffering and needs of others.
It involves being moved to action to alleviate
their pain or assist them in their struggles. A
compassionate heart reflects the heart of God,
who is described as “the Father of compassion”
(2 Corinthians 1:3). It compels believers to
show love, mercy, and kindness to those
around them, extending a helping hand and
offering support to those in need.

Kindness is characterized by a genuine and
benevolent attitude towards others. It involves
treating people with warmth, gentleness, and
generosity, even in the face of disagreement or
conflict. Kindness seeks to build bridges, mend
broken relationships, and extend grace to
others. It is an attribute that fosters unity,
understanding, and goodwill among individuals
and communities.

Humility is an essential virtue that involves
having an accurate assessment of oneself and
recognizing one’s strengths and limitations
without arrogance or pride. As believers, we
are to have Christ-centered humility which is
the quality of humility that is inspired and
exemplified by Jesus Christ. It is a humility
that is rooted in our understanding and
relationship with Him as our Savior and Lord.
Christ-centered humility involves
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acknowledging our dependence on God and
recognizing that everything we have and are is
a gift from Him. It involves surrendering our
desires and ego and submitting to God’s will
and purpose for our lives. It is a posture of
selflessness and a willingness to serve others
with love and compassion.

Christ-centered humility also means having a
proper perspective of ourselves in relation to
God and others. It means not thinking of
ourselves as better than others or seeking self-
glorification, but rather esteeming others as
more important and considering their needs
and interests. Humility cultivates a spirit of
teachability and openness to learning from
others too.

Meekness is often misunderstood as a
weakness, but it is, in fact, a strength under
control. Meekness involves having a gentle and
restrained spirit, especially in moments of
conflict or provocation. It does not seek
retaliation or vindication but responds with
patience and a desire for peace. Meekness
allows believers to exercise self-control, to be
slow to anger, and to show understanding and
forgiveness towards others.

Patience is the ability to endure and persevere
in challenging circumstances or when faced
with difficult people. It involves having a long
fuse and not easily becoming frustrated or
irritated. Patience is closely tied to trust in
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God’s timing and wisdom, as believers wait

with hope and endurance for His purposes to
unfold. Patience enables believers to respond
with grace and love, even in trying situations.

When believers possess a compassionate
heart, kindness, humility, meekness, and
patience, they reflect the character of Christ
and create an environment where love,
understanding, and reconciliation can thrive.
These qualities allow believers to engage with
others in a way that honors God and
demonstrates His transformative work in their
lives. They enable believers to build
meaningful relationships, contribute positively
to their communities, and impact the world
with the love and truth of the Gospel.

Blessing #79: I have the light of Christ and
will never walk in darkness (John 8:12).

Matthew 5:14 is a verse from the Sermon on
the Mount where Jesus addresses His disciples
and the crowd, saying, “You are the light of the
world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.”
This statement by Jesus holds great
significance for believers and carries a
profound message about the impact they can
have in the world through their relationship
with Christ.

When Jesus refers to His followers as “the light

of the world,” He is highlighting their role and
calling to shine brightly and illuminate the
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darkness around them. Light symbolizes truth,
righteousness, and the presence of God. As
believers, our connection to Christ and the
transformation He brings into our lives enable
us to reflect His light to the world.

“"When Jesus spoke again to the people, he
said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life” (John 8:12).

Imagine yourself transported back in time to
the exact location where Jesus spoke the
words of John 8:2-4 where something truly
remarkable just occurred. As we focus on
these verses, we witness a profound scene
unfolding.

It is dawn, and Jesus appears in the temple
courts, surrounded by a crowd of people
eagerly gathering around Him, seeking His
teachings. Seizing this moment, the teachers
of the Law and the Pharisees bring before Him
a woman who was caught in the act of
adultery. They make her stand in front of the
crowd, presenting her as a test case for Jesus’
response.

It is important to note that this event takes
place in the Court of the Women, a significant
area where Jesus proclaims Himself to be the
light of the entire world. This declaration
coincides with the Feast of Tabernacles, a time
when a magnificent candelabra illuminates the
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court. This massive candelabra, towering
seventy-five feet high, symbolizes the pillar of
cloud by day and fire by night that guided the
Israelites during their journey in the
wilderness.

“The main entrance to the court of women
(also known as the outer court or women'’s
hall) was through the “beautiful gate”
mentioned in the Bible (Acts 3:2,10). It was
considered beautiful because it was made with
Corinthian brass that was richly ornamented.
The doors of the gate were so massive that it
took the strength of twenty men to open and
close them!

The outer court was considered the place
where Israelite women could worship God in
Jerusalem. Females could not go beyond this
point into the court of Israel unless they were
bringing a sacrifice. At the time of Jesus, a
market was allowed to reside in it. It was the
place where sacrificial animals were bought,
foreign currency was exchanged for sacred
money, and where sacrificial doves could be
purchased by the poor.

The court was also the place where Christ, at
the beginning and near the end of his ministry,
drove out the "money changers” and others
from the temple (John 2:13 - 16, Matthew
21:12).
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The women’s large court contained several
chambers or places where special activities
took place. The chamber of Nazarites was the
location where those at the end of their
Nazarite vows cooked their peace offerings and
burned their cut hair (during the vow period no
hair could be cut from a person’s head). The
purpose of the wood chamber was to select
wood for the altar and hearth.

A chamber for lepers existed where those
healed of the disease and purified remained
before being admitted to the inner court. There
was also an oil and wine chamber to store
these staples for the temple’s use.

Scattered around the court area were at least
thirteen trumpet-shaped boxes for receiving
monetary offerings from the people (see Mark
12:41, Luke 21:1). On the western side of the
women’s court was a magnificent entrance
known as the Nicanor Gate. This gate led to
the Jerusalem temple area known as the inner
court.”
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Interior of Jerusalem's Temple
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In the midst of one of the holiest festivals,
Jesus boldly declares Himself to be God. Just
as God was present with His people during the
Exodus, Jesus proclaims that He is the Light of
the World, dwelling among His people at that
very moment.

So, what does it mean for Jesus to be the light
of the world? Some may mistakenly think it
means that the light shines on and exposes all
of our flaws. However, the truth becomes
evident when we observe how Jesus interacts
with the woman caught in adultery. He does
not shine the spotlight on her sin. Instead,
Jesus says, “Let any one of you who is without
sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”

Jesus redirects the focus from the woman’s sin
to the sinfulness of the religious leaders
themselves. He challenges them to examine
their hearts before passing judgment on her.
The Pharisees and religious leaders, who held
positions of authority and perceived
themselves as righteous, are exposed by the
light and truth of Jesus’ words.

This beautiful encounter reveals that the
purpose of the light of the world is not to
expose our sins but rather to bring the lost out
of the darkness. Jesus’ light reveals our
perfection in Him and unveils the truth that our
sins have been completely forgiven. It shows
us how flawless and blameless we are because

jerusalem.html
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of Christ’s perfect work on the cross. This
understanding empowers us to approach God’s
presence boldly, knowing that His light
illuminates our lives with grace and hope.
Jesus’ glorious light reveals how completely His
blood has cleansed us from all sins.

Jesus’ treatment of women during His time on
earth is also noteworthy. In a society
entrenched with gender inequality, where
women were often considered inferior, Jesus
treated them with respect and kindness. He
included them in His ministry, providing a
prophetic picture of the Kingdom of God. Jesus
challenged the societal norms and cultural
barriers that diminished the worth and value of
women.

The significance of the Court of the Women
adds another layer of meaning to Jesus’
teachings. This area of the temple was where
women were allowed, while Jewish men could
enter the innermost court. Jesus taught in all
the courts, breaking the religious segregation
that communicated a message of exclusion and
hierarchy. His intention was for everyone to
understand the boundless love of God.

As we reflect on these truths, we gain a deeper
understanding of Jesus’ statement, "Whoever
follows Me will never walk in darkness but will
have the light of life.” The phrase “follows Me”
does not accurately capture the meaning of the
original Greek. Jesus is not implying that one
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moment we might follow Jesus and have the
light of the world, and the next moment we
might not. The Greek word “follows”,
(akoloutheo,) implies becoming a disciple of
Jesus.>8

Being a disciple means that as believers in
Jesus Christ, we possess the light of life within
us. This truth is timely and profound, especially
in a dark world. Our lives, shining with the
light of Christ, contrast the darkness around us
and introduces others to the Light of the

World. When they receive Jesus, the light, they
will never walk in darkness again.

By allowing our light to shine, we bring glory to
God through our good deeds. This
understanding fills us with a sense of purpose
and destiny. By embracing the teachings and
example of Jesus, believers can display the
light of the world in several ways:

As followers of Christ, we are called to reflect
God’s character and attributes. This includes
displaying love, kindness, forgiveness, mercy,
and compassion. When we embody these
qualities in our words and actions, we
demonstrate the light of Christ to those around
us.

The light of the world also involves sharing the
good news of Jesus Christ. We are called to be
witnesses of His saving grace and to proclaim

58https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g190/kjv/tr/0-1/
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the message of salvation to a world in need.
By sharing the truth and hope found in Christ,
we help others see the light and experience a
transformative relationship with Him.

In a world often marked by despair and
brokenness, believers have the opportunity to
bring hope and encouragement. We can bring
light into the lives of those who are in
darkness. The light of the world involves
standing for truth, justice, and righteousness.
In a world filled with moral relativism and
injustice, believers are called to be beacons of
truth, a light on a hill. This can include
advocating for the marginalized, defending the
oppressed, and speaking out against injustice.

When we allow the Holy Spirit to work within
us, guiding and shaping our thoughts,
attitudes, and behaviors, we become living
testimonies of God’s grace and power. Our
transformed lives become a testimony to the
world, attracting others to the light of Christ.
The light we display is not our own but a
reflection of Christ’s light within us. Through
our relationship with Him, we become vessels
for His light to shine in and through us.

Blessing #80: I am enriched in every way
including in my speech and knowledge
(1 Corinthians 1:5).

In 1 Corinthians 1:5, the apostle Paul
expresses gratitude to God for the enrichment
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of the believers in Corinth in every way,
including their speech and knowledge.

When Paul speaks of being “enriched in every
way,” he is referring to the spiritual blessings
and provisions that come from God. This
enrichment encompasses various aspects of
the believers’ lives, including their spiritual
growth, understanding, and expression of
truth. It is a recognition that all good things
come from God and that He abundantly
supplies the necessary resources for believers
to thrive in their faith journey.

Regarding speech, believers are enriched by
God in their ability to communicate and
express themselves. This enrichment can
manifest in several ways:

God equips believers with the ability to
effectively communicate His truth. Through the
indwelling Holy Spirit, believers can articulate
and proclaim the Gospel message, share
biblical teachings, and offer encouragement
and exhortation to others.

We have an example of the enrichment of our
speech taught in Luke 12:11-12: “When they
bring you before the synagogues, the rulers,
and the authorities, do not worry about how
you will defend yourselves or what you will
say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that
time what you should say.”
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These verses encourage believers not to be
anxious or overly concerned about preparing
their defense or words when facing opposition
or challenging situations. Instead, they are
encouraged to trust in the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, who will provide the necessary words
and wisdom when needed.

God enriches believers’ speech to edify and
build up others. They are empowered to speak
words of love, kindness, encouragement, and
wisdom, which can bring healing, guidance,
and restoration to those who hear. The words
we speak have the potential to inspire,
comfort, and uplift others in their faith journey.
Believers’ enriched speech enables them to
share their testimonies and experiences of
God'’s faithfulness. By sharing how God has
transformed their lives, believers can become
powerful witnesses, pointing others to the hope
found in Christ.

In addition to speech, Paul mentions that
believers are enriched in knowledge. This
enrichment goes beyond intellectual
understanding and encompasses spiritual
insight and wisdom:

Through the work of the Holy Spirit, believers
are enriched with a deeper knowledge of God’s
character, His love, and His purposes. They
grow in their understanding of His Word, which
leads to a richer and more intimate
relationship with Him. We also gain
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discernment, enabling us to distinguish
between truth and falsehood, and are equipped
to engage with the world in a wise and
discerning manner.

Believers are enriched with spiritual insight and
wisdom, enabled to apply biblical principles to
our lives and make godly decisions. This
wisdom comes from the Holy Spirit’s guidance.
As believers are enriched in speech and
knowledge, they are called to use these
blessings to serve others, share the Gospel,
and contribute to the growth and edification of
the body of Christ.
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Small Group Questions for Chapter 10
Embracing Identity, Living in Love,
Walking in God’s Promises, and Pursuing
Purpose as Christ's Ambassador Part 4

Blessing #73: How have you experienced
God’s glorious power strengthening you in
times of weakness or difficulty, and what
lessons have you learned from those
experiences?

Blessing #74: How do you approach hearing
God’s Word? Share a blessing you received
from following God'’s leading.
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Blessing #75: How does having a humble
mindset contribute to personal growth and
strengthen your relationships?

Blessing #76: How might encountering difficult
people be an opportunity for you to display
Jesus to the world?
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Blessing #77: How have you experienced the
empowering presence of the Holy Spirit in
fulfilling your calling, and what encouragement
would you give to others seeking to discover
and pursue their calling?

Blessing #78: Reflecting on the qualities of a
compassionate heart, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience which of these comes
easiest for you and which is the most difficult?
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Blessing #79: In this season of your life in
what ways is God leading you to let the light of
Christ shine?

Blessing #80: Share a time when you or
someone you knew was guided by the Holy
Spirit with the right words to share with
someone else.
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Chapter 11
Rejoicing in God’s Provision, Faithfulness,
and Hopeful Future Part 1
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Blessing #81: I have been blessed with
eternal life (John 3:16, John 10:28, Romans
6:23, Titus 1:2,3:7, 1 John 5:11-13).

John 3:16 reveals God’s immense love for
humanity. He sent His Son, Jesus, to offer
salvation and eternal life to all who believe in
Him. It emphasizes the contrast between
perishing (eternal separation from God) and
receiving eternal life through faith in Jesus.
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, assures His
followers that He grants them eternal life. He
promises that they will never perish and that
no one can snatch them out of His hand. This
verse highlights the security and permanence
of the salvation that Jesus provides. Once
someone is in His care, they are eternally
secure in Him.

Many people’s favorite verse in all of Scripture
(John 3:16) came about as a result of a
conversation Jesus had with a prominent
Pharisee. "Now there was a man named
Nicodemus, a Pharisee and member of the
Jewish ruling council, also known as the
Sanhedrin” (John 3:1). Nicodemus was highly
esteemed and considered likely to succeed in
his endeavors. If ever there was a man who
might feel confident in achieving everlasting
life Nicodemus was this man. As a Pharisee, he
belonged to a powerful social movement and
school of thought in the Holy Land. Moreover,
being a ruling member of the Jewish council
granted him significant authority over the
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people of Israel. This council, known as the
Sanhedrin, comprised a select group of elite
individuals, with only 23 to 71 men appointed
in each city. Their responsibilities included
memorizing the entire Torah, the first five
books of the Bible, word for word. To put this
task into perspective, it would require
memorizing approximately 250 typed pages,
(depending on the font size), equivalent to
over 5,300 verses. Nicodemus possessed an
exceptional knowledge of the Law and was
recognized as an expert. Despite his expertise,
he sought out Jesus for answers regarding the
Law.

When Nicodemus approached Jesus at night, it
conveyed his intention to learn from Jesus
rather than become His disciple. In Jewish
culture, discipleship to a rabbi was pursued
openly during the day, and religious ordinances
were not administered at night. Therefore,
Nicodemus’ timing suggested a desire to
acquire knowledge from Jesus but not to follow
Jesus as a disciple.

As we delve into the subsequent verses, we
discover that Jesus’ words compel individuals
to make a personal decision about His identity.
This becomes evident in verses 17 and 18,
where it is emphasized that personal faith is
necessary for salvation. Merely acknowledging
Jesus’ miracles or recognizing Him as an expert
in the Law as Nicodemus did, does not grant
salvation (Mark 1:24). Even the devil himself
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knows that Jesus is the Son of God and
performs miracles. True salvation requires
personal recognition of one’s need for Jesus’
salvation and receiving it by faith.

Jesus’ statement that one must be “born
again” or “born from above” (anothen)
introduces an important concept. Although
traditionally translated as “born again,” the
context suggests that Jesus meant “born from
above.”>® Nicodemus misunderstood this
phrase, thinking it referred to being born a
second time from one’s mother, prompting his
perplexed response. Jesus clarified that no
one, including Nicodemus, despite his
accomplishments and religious devotion, could
enter the Kingdom of God without being born
from above. This term refers to an act of God,
imparting eternal life to the person who
believes (John 3:3, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Titus
3:5, 1 Peter 1:3, 1 John 2:29, 3:9, 4:7, 5:1-4,
18, John 1:12,13).

Jesus’ message challenges the notion that
religious observance or belonging to a specific
denomination guarantees salvation. John
intended to emphasize this truth. Even the
Pharisees, known for their model of prayer and
moral uprightness, need to be spiritually
reborn through faith in Jesus.

Therefore, the Gospel message is only
embraced by those who recognize their failures

59https:/iwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g509/kjv/tr/0-1/
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and inadequacies and realize their
righteousness is not good enough. Conversely,
individuals who compare themselves to others
and boast of their religious accomplishments
will not be able to receive God’s grace through
Jesus Christ.

Nicodemus doesn’t need more religion, he
needs life. He needs new life through Jesus.
Jesus specifically addresses Nicodemus, saying
in verse 3, “Truly, truly, I say to you,” This
isn't a hypothetical situation, I am talking
about your salvation, Nicodemus. The greatest
gift Jesus can give Nicodemus is the truth that
he is spiritually dead and to explain how he
can receive everlasting life (John 3:3,7). “Flesh
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to
spirit” (John 3:6). The Greek word translated
as "Spirit” is the same word used for “breath”
and “wind.”¢% Being born from above, receiving
spiritual life, is one being given the “breath” of
God, the Holy Spirit (John 3:8).

Nicodemus responds with, “"How can this be”
(John 3:9)? Jesus then reminds him that, as a
teacher of Israel, he should understand these
things. This interaction reveals how a teacher
of the Law has no means to offer or receive
spiritual life through the Law. We are saved by
grace.

Jesus continues to explain that no one has
ascended to Heaven except the Son of Man,

50https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g4151/kjv/tr/0-1/
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who came from Heaven (John 3:13). “Just as
Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness,
the Son of Man must be lifted up so that
everyone who believes in Him may have
eternal life” (John 3:14-15). This references
the crucifixion of Jesus, where He is lifted up
on the cross to save humanity. Those who
believe in Him receive everlasting life, just as
those who looked at the snake were saved.
This exchange between Nicodemus and Jesus
leads to the revelation of God’s love for
humanity in John 3:16 and how in Jesus we
have the promise and the blessing of eternal
life.

"For God so loved the world that He gave His
one and only Son so that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life”
(John 3:16).

Romans 6:23 contrasts the consequences of
sin, which is death, with the gift of God, which
is eternal life. Sin leads to spiritual death and
separation from God, but God, in His grace,
offers the gift of eternal life through Jesus
Christ. This gift is undeserved and unearned,
emphasizing the importance of God’s grace
and the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.

Titus 1:2 teaches the promise of eternal life is
rooted in God’s character and faithfulness. The
assurance of eternal life is not based on human
efforts or merits but on God’s trustworthy
promise made even before the beginning of
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time. It brings a sense of hope and anticipation
for the future, knowing that the believers’
destiny is secure in God’s unfailing Word.

Titus 3:7 states, "So that, having been justified
by His grace, we might become heirs having
the hope of eternal life.”

We are justified, or declared righteous,
through faith in Jesus Christ. As heirs, we are
granted the privilege and right to receive the
inheritance of eternal life. This inheritance is
far greater than anything this world can offer.
It encompasses the fullness of life in God’s
presence, free from sin, suffering, and death.
It is an everlasting communion with Him,
experiencing His love, joy, and peace in a
perfect and unbroken relationship. Being heirs
of eternal life calls us to live in @ manner that
reflects our future inheritance. It prompts us to
prioritize the things of God’s Kingdom over the
temporary pleasures and pursuits of this world.
It influences our values, choices, and actions,
encouraging us to invest in what has a lasting
eternal impact, such as loving others and
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.

1 John 5:11-13: “And this is the testimony:
God has given us eternal life, and this life is in
His Son. Whoever has the Son has life;
whoever does not have the Son of God does
not have life. I write these things to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God so that
you may know that you have eternal life.”
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John has an advantage when talking about
eternal life as he has witnessed life in Heaven
from a vision that he writes about in the book
of Revelation. In these verses, the apostle
John presents a powerful testimony about
eternal life. He affirms that God has graciously
given believers eternal life, and this life is
found in His Son, Jesus Christ. The emphasis is
on the inseparable connection between Jesus
and eternal life. It is through a personal
relationship with Jesus, through faith in Him,
that believers receive and experience this
eternal life.

John makes a clear distinction between those
who have the Son and those who do not.
Whoever has the Son has life, referring to the
eternal life that comes from being united with
Christ. This life is not merely a future hope or a
distant promise but a present reality for
believers. It is a quality of life characterized by
an intimate relationship with God, the
forgiveness of sins, and the indwelling
presence of the Holy Spirit.

Conversely, those who do not have the Son of
God, meaning those who reject or disregard
Jesus, do not have life. They remain spiritually
separated from God and miss out on the
abundant life and eternal fellowship that
believers enjoy.

John’s purpose in writing these things is to
assure those who believe in the name of the
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Son of God are eternally secure in Jesus. He
wants believers to know with certainty that
they have eternal life. The assurance of
salvation is not meant to be a subjective
feeling or a source of doubt. Instead, John
aims to strengthen the confidence of believers
in their eternal destiny by reminding them of
the truth of God’s promise.

This passage brings comfort and assurance to
believers, affirming that through their faith in
Jesus, they possess the gift of eternal life. It
encourages them to embrace their identity as
children of God, secure in the knowledge that
their eternal destiny is guaranteed by God’s
faithfulness. It also serves as a reminder of the
importance of proclaiming the message of
eternal life to others so that they too may
come to know and believe in Jesus Christ.

Eternal life is an incredible blessing and here
are five main reasons:

1. Communion with God: Eternal life allows
believers to experience unbroken
fellowship with God. It is an opportunity
to dwell in His presence, to know Him
fully, and to enjoy a deep and intimate
relationship with Him for all eternity. This
communion brings immeasurable joy,
fulfilment, and satisfaction.

2. Freedom from Sin and Suffering: In
eternal life, believers are freed from the
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presence and power of sin. There will be
no more pain, sorrow, or suffering. The
brokenness and imperfections of our
current world will be completely
transformed, and we will experience
perfect peace, joy, and wholeness in the
presence of God.

. Fulfillment of God’s Promises: Eternal life
fulfills the promises of God found
throughout Scripture. It is the
culmination of God’s plan of redemption
and restoration for humanity. Believers
will receive the inheritance promised by
God, entering into the fullness of His
Kingdom and experiencing the blessings
He has prepared for them.

. Everlasting Joy and Life: Eternal life is
characterized by everlasting joy,
abundant life, and the absence of death.
It is a state of unending bliss and delight
in the presence of God. This contrasts
with the temporal nature of our current
existence, where we experience fleeting
moments of happiness and are ultimately
confronted with mortality.

. Reunion with Loved Ones: Eternal life
also offers the hope of reunion with loved
ones who have gone before us in faith.
Believers will be reunited with their
fellow believers, friends, and family
members who shared the same hope and
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faith in Christ. This eternal fellowship and
reunion bring immense comfort and joy.

Blessing #82: I am redeemed from the curse
of sin, sickness, and poverty (Deuteronomy
28:15-68, Galatians 3:13).

In Deuteronomy 28:15-68, known as the
blessings and curses chapter, God outlines the
consequences of disobedience to His law. The
passage describes a series of curses that would
come upon the Israelites if they turned away
from God and His commandments. This
included various forms of suffering, including
sickness, poverty, and the loss of blessings.
Take a few minutes to look at the curses found
within Deuteronomy 28 that came with
disobedience to the Law. By doing this you will
have gratitude fill your heart that in Christ we
have been redeemed from the curses found
within the Law. When you read the
qualifications for the blessing (Deuteronomy
28:1-2) and you look to yourself you will
realize you are unqualified (in and of yourself
for them). None of us can keep all of God's
commandments perfectly and diligently
hearken to His voice at all times. If we fail to
keep just one commandment, we fail to keep
them all (James 2:10).

But here’s the good news: Jesus is our
qualification for God’s blessings. He came to
fulfill the law, not to abolish it (Matthew 5:17).
Through Jesus, we can claim all the blessings
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that were promised if the Law was fulfilled
because Jesus has already fulfilled all of God's
commandments. When He died for us on the
cross, He redeemed us from the curse of the
law.

Galatians 3:13 explains that through Jesus
Christ, believers are redeemed from the curse
of the law. The verse states that Christ became
a curse for us, taking upon Himself the
punishment we deserved. His sacrificial death
on the cross provides redemption and delivers
believers from the consequences of the curse
of sin.

Therefore, all the blessings listed in
Deuteronomy 28 are now ours through Jesus.
God loves to bless us, and His blessings will
overtake us. It is not about deserving the
blessings it is about receiving them by faith
and believing in God’s grace.

Today, it's not about how well we have kept
God’s commandments, but about how much
we can believe God for His blessings. All the
promises of God in Christ are “Yes,” and
because we are in Christ, we can say “"Amen!”
to His blessings (2 Corinthians 1:20). Being in
Christ is a fixed position that doesn’t depend
on our ability to keep the Law. Therefore, we
are qualified for blessings because of our union
life with Jesus.
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By placing our hope in the Lord and trusting in
Jesus as our qualification for blessings, we can
experience a renewal of strength and soar on
wings like eagles (Isaiah 40:31). We no longer
need to rely on our efforts or strategies but
can receive the abundant blessings that God
has promised to those who believe.

Blessing #83: I am assured of God's
faithfulness and presence in every season
(Hebrews 13:5).

Hebrews 13:5 provides the following to us:

The assurance that God will never leave us or
forsake us is a testament to His unwavering
faithfulness. Regardless of the circumstances
we face, God remains steadfast in His
commitment to His children. He is true to His
promises, and His faithfulness endures forever.
This assurance brings comfort, hope, and
stability, knowing that we can trust in God’s
unwavering love and presence.

The promise of God’s presence is a profound
source of strength and encouragement. In
every season of our lives, whether in times of
joy, sorrow, or uncertainty, we can be assured
that God is with us. His presence brings
comfort, guidance, and peace. We are never
alone, for He walks beside us, offering His
love, wisdom, and comfort in every situation.
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Even in times when we may feel distant from
God or experience difficulties, His presence
remains unchanging. The assurance of God’s
faithfulness and presence cultivates a deep
sense of security and trust in Him. We can rest
in the knowledge that God is working in and
through our lives, even when we cannot see or
understand His plans. This security enables us
to navigate life’s challenges with confidence,
knowing that our loving and faithful God is by
our side and He offers us His salvation over the
things that have come against us.

The promise of God’s faithfulness and presence
encourages us to cultivate a deeper
dependence on Him. Instead of relying solely
on our strength and understanding, we can
lean on God. We can surrender our worries,
fears, and burdens to Him, trusting that He will
faithfully lead us and provide for us in every
season.

Blessing #84: I am blessed with every
spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 1:3,
Romans 8:32).

In Christ, we are blessed with every spiritual
blessing.

Both verses emphasize that our blessings come
from being united with Christ. In Christ, we are
connected to the source of all blessings—God
Himself. As a result, we receive the fullness of
His blessings and favor.
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The phrase “every spiritual blessing” signifies
the comprehensive and abundant nature of the
blessings we receive in Christ. It encompasses
all the blessings that pertain to our spiritual
well-being, including salvation, forgiveness,
redemption, reconciliation with God, the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, spiritual gifts, and
the promise of eternal life. In Christ, we lack
nothing for our spiritual growth and
relationship with God.

The fact that we are blessed with every
spiritual blessing highlights the grace and
generosity of God. It is a demonstration of His
overflowing goodness and kindness towards
us. We receive these blessings as a gift.

Understanding that we are blessed with every
spiritual blessing in Christ provides us with
assurance and confidence in our relationship
with God. It assures us of His unfailing love,
constant provision, and faithful care. We can
have confidence that God’s blessings are
available to us in Christ. This truth enables us
to walk in faith, knowing that we have all we
need in Jesus.

Recognizing the abundance of our spiritual
blessings in Christ evokes a response of
gratitude and worship. We are called to offer
praise and thanksgiving to God for His gracious
provision. Our hearts overflow with gratitude
as we contemplate the immeasurable blessings
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we have received through His love and
sacrifice.

It is important to note that these spiritual
blessings are not limited to the spiritual realm
only. They also impact and influence our daily
lives. As we grow in our understanding and
experience of these blessings, they transform
our perspective, character, and actions. They
equip and empower us to live as children of
God, reflecting His love and truth in the world.

Paul reasons in Romans 8:32 that if God was
willing to give up His Son for us, how much
more will He generously provide us with all
things? In other words, if God has already
given us the most valuable and precious gift of
His Son, we can trust that He will abundantly
provide for our needs and fulfill His promises.

This verse assures believers that God’s
generosity knows no bounds. It reminds us
that we serve a God who is not stingy or
reluctant to bless His children but is instead
eager to bestow His goodness upon us. As His
redeemed children, we can have confidence
that God will graciously provide all that we
truly need—spiritually, emotionally, and
physically.

Blessing #85: I am provided for and lack
nothing in Christ (Philippians 2:13,4:19).
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Philippians 2:13 and 4:19 affirm that in Christ,
believers are provided for and lack nothing.

Philippians 4:19 states, "And my God will
supply every need of yours according to His
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” This verse
assures us that God, who is the ultimate
source of all provision, is committed to
meeting our needs. He is not limited by earthly
resources but draws from His abundant riches
in glory to supply everything we require.
Philippians 2:13 complements this truth,
stating, “for it is God who works in you, both
to will and to work for His good pleasure.” This
verse reminds us that God is actively at work
within us, enabling us to live in alignment with
His purposes and providing what we need to
fulfill His will. He equips us with the necessary
resources, strength, and wisdom to accomplish
His plans for our lives. God’s provision extends
to every aspect of our lives—physical,
emotional, spiritual, and relational. He cares
about our well-being in all areas and is
committed to supplying what we need to thrive
and fulfill our purpose.

Recognizing that we are provided for and lack
nothing in Christ cultivates trust and
dependence on God. It shifts our focus from
worry, self-reliance, and material possessions
to reliance on His faithfulness and sufficiency.
We can confidently place our trust in God,
knowing that He will faithfully meet our needs
according to His perfect timing and wisdom.
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The Greek word used here for “according to” in
Philippians 4:19 is “kata,” which carries the
meaning of “daily.”®! Therefore, whether our
daily needs are significant or small, we can find
contentment because God faithfully meets our
needs abundantly each day.

An excellent illustration of this truth can be
seen in the book of Exodus when God provided
manna for His people in the wilderness. Exodus
16:36 mentions that each person received an
omer, which is equivalent to three quarts, of
manna per day. By calculating the number of
Israelites in the wilderness, it becomes evident
that God supplied an astounding 15 million
pounds of manna every week for 40 years.
Interestingly, the word “manna” itself means
“What is it?”62 It reflects the curiosity and
amazement of the Israelites towards this
heavenly provision they had never experienced
before.

Some scholars argue that manna was a
naturally occurring desert resource, specifically
the Arabian Desert Tamarisk-Manna. However,
this view contradicts the supernatural nature of
God’s provision. If manna were merely a
natural occurrence, we would expect to witness
its repeated appearance in similar quantities
throughout thousands of years. Yet, it was a
unique and unprecedented event in history.
When God ceased providing manna in Joshua

81https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2596/kjv/tr/0-1/
82https://iwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h4478/kjv/wlc/0-1/
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5, it never reappeared. God wanted to make it
clear that He was their sole provider.

The supposed natural Arabian Desert
Tamarisk-Manna lacks nutritional value, cannot
sustain a person’s diet, is available only for a
few months, is found in small quantities, and
can be stored for extended periods. In
contrast, the manna from Heaven possessed
complete nutritional value, sustained the
Israelites for 40 years, was available year-
round, was abundantly provided, and spoiled
after a single day. God deliberately designed
every aspect of the manna to be extraordinary,
defying natural norms, so that the world would
recognize Him as the ultimate source of

supply.

Philippians 4:19 assures us that God will
supernaturally and daily meet our needs
according to the riches of His glory in Christ
Jesus. His provision continues to be personal
and tailored to each individual. What I need for
my calling and purpose differs from what you
need for yours. Therefore, we should not be
envious of each other’s provision but trust that
God will give us precisely what we need for the
tasks He has assigned to us.

Philippians 4:12 invites us to view our needs
from the perspective of the abundant supply of
God. He does not seek to eliminate our needs;
instead, He desires for us to discover the
secret of contentment, as Paul did. Whether
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we find ourselves in great need or little need,
we can find solace in knowing that our God will
faithfully meet all our needs according to the
riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.

Understanding God’s provision leads to
contentment and gratitude (Philippians 4:11).
We learn to be satisfied with what God has
provided and to appreciate His goodness and
faithfulness. Instead of striving for worldly
possessions or comparing ourselves with
others, we can find joy and contentment in the
knowledge that we lack nothing in Christ.

Recognizing God’s provision in our lives also
inspires generosity and responsible
stewardship. As recipients of His abundant
provision, we are called to use our resources,
time, and talents to bless others and advance
His kingdom. We become channels of His
provision, sharing what we have received and
being mindful of the needs of others.

Blessing #86: I can be assured that God will
complete the good work He started in me
(Philippians 1:6).

Philippians 1:6 offers believers a comforting
assurance: God will faithfully complete the
good work He has begun in them.

God is faithful to fulfill His promises and

complete the work He has started in us. He
does not abandon or give up on His children.
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His faithfulness is rooted in His unchanging
nature and His commitment to His people. We
can trace the faithfulness of God to His people
throughout the Bible. As we spend time in His
Word our trust in His faithfulness builds. The
Holy Spirit aids us in relying on His power to
bring His plans and purposes to fruition in our
lives.

The “good work” mentioned in the verse refers
to God’s work of salvation and transformation
within us. When we come to faith in Jesus
Christ, He works through His Spirit to conform
us to the image of Christ, empowering us to
live in righteousness and holiness. This work
includes sanctification, the development of
godly character, and the equipping and
empowering for service in His Kingdom. It is
not our efforts or abilities that bring about
transformation; rather, it is God’s work in us.
He takes the initiative to save, transform, and
empower us for His purposes. We can find
assurance in knowing that God is the one
leading and guiding the process of our growth
and development.

Philippians 1:6 assures believers and gives
hope that God will carry out His work in us to
completion. We are provided hope in times of
difficulty, doubt, or setbacks, knowing that
God’s work in us is ongoing and will ultimately
be accomplished. We can trust in His timing,
methods, and purposes, even when we do not
fully understand them.
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Blessing #87: I know the hope of His calling
(Ephesians 1:18).

“His calling over your life is the basket you can
put all of your eggs. It's an anchor. It's a rock.
It will never end in vain. “The Lord is faithful to
all His promises and loving toward all He has
made” (Psalm 145:13)."63

The verse refers to God’s calling, which
encompasses His purpose, plan, and invitation
for believers to be in a relationship with Him
and participate in His redemptive work. It is a
calling to salvation, transformation, and a life
lived for His glory. Through Christ, we are
called to a new identity and purpose, chosen to
be His children and ambassadors in the world.

The verse emphasizes that believers possess
knowledge of the hope that comes with God'’s
calling. This knowledge is not merely
intellectual, but a deep, experiential
understanding rooted in our relationship with
God. It is a confident assurance and
expectation based on the promises and
character of God. We know and are aware of
the hope that is ours as a result of our calling
in Christ. The hope of His calling is found in
Christ Jesus. He is the source and fulfillment of
our hope. Through His life, death, and

63Dr. Matthew Webster. Heaven Come Down: Living as Citizens of
Heaven Today. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2021. p. 118.
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Resurrection, He has secured our salvation and
eternal life. In Him, we have hope for
forgiveness, reconciliation with God,
transformation, and the promise of a future in
His presence. Our hope is anchored in the
person and work of Jesus Christ. Hope was
created for truth and nothing but the truth.
There is a hitch on the back of truth that we
can connect our hope to that pulls us through
challenges and circumstances. When your hope
rope is hitched to truth, the Word of God,
Jesus Christ, there’s nothing you can’t endure.
Our hope according to 1 Peter 1:3, is alive
because it is hitched to the Risen, Alive Savior.
We are born again/ born from above into a
living hope (1 Peter 1:3) but God uses some
specific things to produce even more hope in
our lives (Romans 5:2-5). We have a confident
expectation (elpis) of good God will bring about
(hope), because we have been through
affliction, and distressing things (thlipsis)
before. In that enduring time (hypomoné) it
produces tried character (dokimé) that
believes God will bring good out of it again
(elpis) [Romans 5:3-4].

Understanding the hope of God’s calling gives
believers a sense of purpose and direction in
life. We are not aimlessly wandering, but we
have a clear calling and mission from God. This
calling gives our lives meaning and
significance. It shapes our decisions, priorities,
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and actions as we align ourselves with God’s
purposes in the world. Our hope is not based
on fleeting circumstances or human
achievements but on the unchanging character
and promises of God. It gives us courage and
strength to persevere, knowing that our
ultimate hope is secure in Him.

The knowledge of the hope of His calling also
compels us to share this hope with others. As
recipients of God’s calling and the hope found
in Christ, we become witnesses and
ambassadors of His grace and love. We have
the privilege and responsibility to proclaim and
demonstrate this hope to a world in need.

Blessing #88: I am the riches of His
inheritance (Ephesians 1:18).

“You are of great value to Jesus. As Christ
brought you back to God, God gives you back
to Jesus as His bride (Ephesians 5:25-27,
Revelation 19:7). You are His eternal reward
that He cherishes.”%4

Believers are not only recipients of God’s
blessings and grace, but they are part of God’s
inheritance. Believers are highly esteemed and
treasured by God. They are of utmost
importance to Him, and He considers them as
His valuable possession.

64Dr. Matthew Webster. Heaven Come Down: Living as Citizens of
Heaven Today. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2021. p. 118.
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Understanding that believers are the riches of
God’s inheritance shapes their identity and
understanding of their value in God’s eyes. It
reminds them that they are not insignificant or
overlooked, but they hold great worth and
significance to the Creator of the universe.
Their value is not based on worldly measures
but on the love and affection of their Heavenly
Father.

Believers become part of God’s inheritance
through redemption and adoption. Through the
sacrificial work of Jesus Christ, they are
redeemed from sin and reconciled to God.
They are adopted into His family, becoming His
children and heirs. This adoption grants them
the privilege and honor of being part of God’s
inheritance.

Being the riches of God’s inheritance signifies
an intimate relationship between God and His
people. It denotes a deep and personal
connection, characterized by love, care, and
commitment. God cherishes and delights in His
people, desiring to have a close relationship
with them.

Our true value and inheritance are not found in
the temporary things of this world but in the
eternal relationship with God. It encourages
believers to set their hearts and minds on
things above and live with an eternal
perspective.
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Blessing #89: The exceeding greatness of His
power is toward me (Ephesians 1:19-20).

Paul says the exceeding greatness of His power
is toward “you who believe”. What kind of
power is this? It is the same power that raised
Christ from the dead! It is the same power that
conquered sin, death, and Hell. In Christ, this
same power is present in your life today!6>

The exceeding greatness of God’s power is
manifested in the way He blesses us. God does
not bless us because we are good, but because
He is good. Our heavenly Father withholds no
good thing from us. He does not withdraw His
favor if we're bad, and He doesn’t dispense
bonus blessings if we're good. Every blessing is
available to you now. So why isn’t everyone
experiencing an abundant life? Perhaps, it’s
because we're trying to earn what God freely
gives.

God does not bless us because of the things
we do or the money that we give. Whatever
your need, your abundant supply is found in
Christ Jesus. How do we receive these
blessings? By seeing ourselves in Christ. “In
union with Christ you have become rich in all
things” (1 Corinthians 1:5, GNB).

85Andrew Mason. 15 Spiritual Blessings You Have In Christ.
https://www.smallgroupchurches.com/15-spiritual-blessings-you-have-
in-christ/
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When you pray, don’t beg God to do what He’s
already done, but thank Him for what He's
already done and for what He is doing. “And
my God will supply all your needs according to
his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
4:19). Have faith that whatever your need is,
God has already met it in Christ.

Think about what it means to be “in Christ”.
“We are alive to God and have eternal life in
Christ Jesus (Romans 6:11, 23). The grace,
kindness, and forgiveness of God are found in
Christ Jesus (1 Corinthians 1:4, Ephesians 2:7,
4:32). There is no condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1), we are
justified in Christ (Galatians 2:17), and our
salvation is in Him (2 Timothy 2:10). Nothing
can separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus (Romans 8:39). We have freedom
and are sanctified in Christ Jesus (1
Corinthians 1:2, Galatians 2:4). We are seated
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians
2:6). The peace, faith, and love of God are
found in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7, 1
Timothy 1:14). In Christ, we are brand new
creatures (2 Corinthians 5:17), and we are
complete in Christ (Colossians 1:28). All the
glory goes to God because it is because of Him
that you are in Christ Jesus (1 Corinthians
1:30)."66

66Dr. Matthew Webster. Heaven Come Down: Living as Citizens of
Heaven Today. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2021. p. 118-121.
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The power of God is immeasurable. This power
is not constrained or limited by anything in the
created world. It is all-encompassing,
omnipotent, and capable of accomplishing the
impossible. Through His Resurrection, Jesus
conquered sin and death, displaying God’s
ultimate power over all things. This power not
only raised Jesus from the dead but also
establishes Him as the supreme authority and
the source of eternal life for all believers.

The exceeding greatness of God’s power is
intimately connected to the salvation and
transformation of believers. It is by this power
that God brings spiritual life to those who were
dead in their sins and reconciles them to
Himself through faith in Jesus Christ. This
power continues to work in the lives of
believers, enabling them to be transformed
into the likeness of Christ and empowering
them to live victoriously.

Recognizing the exceeding greatness of God’s
power gives believers confidence and
assurance. They can trust in the power of God
to accomplish His purposes in their lives and in
the world. This power is not limited by human
limitations or circumstances, and it is more
than sufficient to overcome any obstacle,
challenge, or spiritual opposition.
Understanding the greatness of God’s power
reminds believers of their need to depend on
Him. They are called to rely on His power
rather than their strength or abilities. It
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humbles them before God and acknowledges
that apart from Him, they can do nothing. It
leads to a posture of surrender and
dependence on God’s power to work in and
through them.

Recognizing the exceeding greatness of God’s
power encourages believers to approach Him in
prayer with faith and confidence. They can
pray boldly, knowing that God has the power
to answer their prayers according to His
perfect will. It deepens their faith as they trust
in His power to work in their lives and the lives
of others.

Contemplating the exceeding greatness of
God’s power elicits worship and praise from
believers. It is an awe-inspiring attribute of
God that deserves adoration and reverence.
They marvel at the magnitude of His power
and express their gratitude and worship for the
ways in which He has displayed His power in
their lives.

Blessing #90: I am healed by the stripes of
Jesus (Isaiah 53:5, 1 Peter 2:24).

Isaiah 53:5 is part of the prophetic passage
known as the “Suffering Servant” passage,
which depicts the Messiah’s sacrificial work and
the redemptive power of His suffering. This
verse emphasizes that Jesus, as the Suffering
Servant, willingly took upon Himself our sins
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and infirmities, bearing the punishment we
deserved.

Both Isaiah 53:5 and 1 Peter 2:24 affirm that
it is through the wounds or stripes of Jesus
that healing is made available to us. These
stripes represent the physical wounds Jesus
endured during His crucifixion. They hold
profound spiritual significance as they became
the means through which our sins were atoned
for and our spiritual and physical healing was
made possible.

In the context of communion, the unleavened
bread symbolically represents the body of
Jesus Christ. Leaven, associated with sin and
impurity in the Bible, is absent in unleavened
bread. It is a pure and simple form of bread.
Similarly, Jesus, being without sin, willingly
took upon Himself the punishment for our sins.
Thus, His body, represented by the unleavened
bread, signifies His pure sacrifice.

When we reflect on the stripes Jesus received,
we refer to the severe flogging and scourging
He endured before His crucifixion. These
stripes symbolize the physical suffering Jesus
endured on our behalf, offering us wholeness
and healing for our bodies. It is easy to see
how the stripes that Jesus received on His
body would have been remembered by the
unleavened bread.
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No matter what negative state we find
ourselves in, we must remember that it does
not originate from the Lord. Instead, we direct
our gaze to Jesus on the cross, where He
endured beatings and scourging on our behalf.
Through Him, we receive the gift of healing
and restoration. He has fully paid the cost for
our complete healing, and through His wounds,
we are made whole and well.

As sinners, we were spiritually broken and
separated from God. However, through His
sacrificial death on the cross, Jesus provided
the remedy for our sins and rebellion. His
wounds brought forgiveness, reconciliation,
and restoration of our relationship with God.
Moreover, Jesus’ sacrifice paves the way for
physical healing. Believers are called to place
their faith in Him as their Savior and Healer,
recognizing that He is the source of all healing
and restoration.

The healing bought by Jesus’ stripes
encompasses the restoration of our entire
being—body, soul, and spirit. Jesus offers us
wholeness, replacing our brokenness and
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through His wounds, we experience the
transformative power of His love, mercy, and
grace.

Understanding that we are healed by the
stripes of Jesus becomes a powerful testimony
and witness to others. It allows us to share the
hope and healing we have found in Him with
those who are hurting, broken, or in need of
restoration. Our personal experience of His
healing becomes a testimony to His
redemptive work in our lives.

The Holy Communion, also known as the Lord’s
Supper, represents the greatest expression of
God’s love for His people. In this sacred act,
we partake of the bread, representing Jesus’
scourged body, and the cup, representing His
shed blood. Through communion, we declare
that Jesus’ health and divine life flow within
our mortal bodies, and we affirm our
forgiveness and righteous standing before God.
The Holy Communion serves as God’s ordained
channel of healing and wholeness.

By understanding and embracing the healing
power of Jesus’ stripes, we not only receive
personal restoration but also become vessels
of His healing and hope to a hurting world.
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Small Group Questions for Chapter 11
Rejoicing in God’s Provision, Faithfulness,
and Hopeful Future Part 1

Blessing #81: How does the reality of eternal
life in Jesus challenge you to reevaluate your
priorities, ambitions, and the pursuit of
temporary things in light of the eternal
significance that awaits believers?

Blessing #82: How has your redemption from
the curse of sin, sickness, and poverty
transformed your perspective on life’s
challenges and setbacks?
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Blessing #83: In what ways has God shown
Himself faithful to you?

Blessing #84: Which spiritual blessing in Christ
is your favorite from this chapter and why is it
your favorite?
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Blessing #85: As you reflect on the promise
that you are provided for and lack nothing in
Christ how does that impact your
contentment?

Blessing #86: How does the assurance that
God will complete the good work He started in
you give you hope for the things He is calling
you to?
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Blessing #87: What does it mean to you to
know that God has a special calling on your
life?

Blessing #88: Reflecting on the truth that you
are the riches of His inheritance, how does this
perspective impact your self-worth, identity,
and understanding of your value in God's eyes?
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Blessing #89: What are some ways you have
experienced or witnessed the exceeding
greatness of God’s power?

Blessing #90: How have you personally
experienced healing through the stripes of
Jesus, and how does this truth shape your
understanding of physical, emotional, and
spiritual well-being?
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Chapter 12
Rejoicing in God’s Provision, Faithfulness,
and Hopeful Future Part 2
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Blessing #91: God hears my prayer (Proverbs
15:29, James 5:16).

Jesus, through His perfect life and sacrificial
death on the cross, fulfilled the requirements
of righteousness on our behalf. When we
receive Jesus as our Savior, we are justified
before God, meaning that our sins are
forgiven, and we are declared righteous in His
sight. This positional righteousness is based on
the righteousness of Jesus imputed to us.

Through the righteousness we have received in
Christ, our prayers hold power and
effectiveness. This blessing encourages us to
approach God in prayer with confidence,
knowing that He listens attentively and
responds according to His perfect plan. God’s
willingness to hear and answer our prayers is a
manifestation of His deep love and care for us.
He desires to have a relationship with His
children and invites us to bring our needs,
concerns, and desires before Him.

In James 5:13-16, we find a powerful message
about seeking healing, forgiveness, and joy.
Before delving into these verses, it is important
to address a contrasting group of people who
lack access to these blessings. In James 5:1, it
states, “"Now listen, you rich people, weep and
wail because of the misery that is coming on
you.” This passage speaks of those who have
rejected Jesus Christ, mistakenly believing that
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their wealth renders them immune to the need
for God’s grace.

To emphasize this point, let us consider what
Jesus, Paul, and James have to say to those
who fail to recognize their need for God'’s
grace:

Jesus: “You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired
wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do
not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor,
blind and naked” (Revelation 3:17).

Paul: "Command those who are rich in this
present world not to be arrogant nor to put
their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but
to put their hope in God...” (1 Timothy 6:17).

James: “"Now listen, you rich people, weep and
wail because of the misery that is coming on
you” (James 5:1).

Regardless of one’s social status, sickness, and
affliction do not discriminate. James 5:13 asks
if anyone is afflicted or troubled, and the
response is to pray. Similarly, if anyone is
merry or joyful, they are encouraged to sing
psalms. But what about those who are sick?
The verse instructs them to call for the elders
of the church, who will pray over them,
anointing them with oil in the name of the
Lord.
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Let’'s examine the conditions mentioned in
James 5:13-14:

1. Afflicted (troubled, suffering hardships):
The prescription is to pray and join in the
celebratory praises of God with joyful
believers.

2. Merry (joyful in good spirits): Being
merry is part of the prescription, as it
involves celebrating and singing praises
to God, even amidst affliction or
sickness.

3. Sick (weak, without strength): For the
sick, the prescription entails calling on
church leaders to pray over them,
anointing them with oil in the name of
the Lord.

But why should the elders be involved? The
significance of the elders lies in their role as
examples of faith. Ideally, they should possess
a firm belief in God’s desire to heal. Faith says
yes to the Lord who heals. That's why the
elders usually have the best chance of
believing God's promises, but it's not always
the case. Find someone who believes in God’s
promises to pray with you.

What limits our faith? James declares that
doubt and uncertainty do. The more uncertain
you are about God’s will, the more you are
hindered by unbelief. The devil wants you to
remain uncertain, but God wants you to be
sure about His good will (Romans 12:2). If
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you're unsure, James says, “Pray, ask God for
wisdom, ask confidently, receive what God
gives you, and then act on it.”

The effectiveness of our prayers is not based
on our righteousness or worthiness. Rather, it
is rooted in the righteousness of Christ that we
have received through faith. Our confidence in
approaching God in prayer comes from
knowing that we are covered by His
righteousness and that He delights in hearing
and responding to our petitions. We can pour
out our hearts before Him, confident that our
prayers, when aligned with His will, have the
power to bring about transformation, healing,
provision, and divine intervention in our lives
and the lives of others.

Blessing #92: I have the hope of glory
(Colossians 1:27, Hebrews 6:19, 1 Peter 1:3).

The phrase “hope of glory” is mentioned in
both Colossians 1:27 and Hebrews 6:19. We
have a lasting hope, a hope that leads to a rich
and satisfying life, that is realized in a person,
our hope is as alive as Jesus (1 Peter 1:3).

The “hope of glory” refers to a confident
expectation and anticipation of the future glory
that awaits believers in Christ. It is a deep-
seated assurance and confidence in the
promises of God regarding their eternal
destiny. This hope is not merely wishful
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thinking or a fleeting desire but a firm
conviction rooted in the faithfulness of God.

Colossians 1:27 specifically emphasizes that
the hope of glory is “"Christ in you, the hope of
glory.” This means that as believers, Christ
dwells within us through the Holy Spirit, and
His presence within us is the source of our
hope. It is through our union with Christ that
we have the assurance of sharing in His glory
and being transformed into His likeness.

Hebrews 6:19 describes the hope of glory as
an “anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” This
imagery portrays the idea that our hope is
steadfast and unshakable, just like an anchor
holds a ship in place during a storm. It
provides stability and security, even in life's
challenges and uncertainties.

Imagine yourself aboard a magnificent sailing
ship, embarking on a daring voyage across the
vast and treacherous ocean. As the ship sets
sail, you find yourself surrounded by turbulent
waves, gusts of wind, and a sky filled with dark
storm clouds. The journey ahead seems
daunting and uncertain, filled with unknown
dangers and challenges.

But amidst the chaos, you notice a young
person standing confidently on the deck of the
ship. With a joyful smile on their face, they
raise their arms in exultation and let out bursts
of laughter. You're bewildered by their
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response to the fierce storm raging around
them.

Curious, you approach the young person and
ask, "“Why are you laughing in the face of such
danger? Aren't you afraid?”

The young person turns to you, their eyes filled
with unwavering faith, and replies, “"I'm
laughing because Jesus is the captain of this
ship. He has conquered every storm and
triumphed over every adversity. With Him at
the helm, we have nothing to fear.”

Let us embrace the joy and confidence that
comes from knowing Jesus is the captain of
your ship. With Him at the helm, you can laugh
in the face of adversity and navigate life’s
challenges with unwavering faith.

1 Peter 1:3 states that believers have been
“born again to a living hope through the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
This living hope is grounded in the
Resurrection of Christ, which assures us of our
future resurrection and the inheritance we
have in Him. It is a hope that is alive and
active, producing a transformative effect on
our lives.

The hope of glory points to the future
fulfillment of God’s promises, particularly the
glorious state that believers will experience in
eternity. It includes the fullness of our
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redemption, the perfect fellowship with God,
and the inheritance of His Kingdom. This hope
gives believers confidence and endurance in
the present, knowing that the sufferings of this
world are temporary compared to the eternal
glory that awaits them.

The hope of glory shapes our perspective,
priorities, and values. It encourages us to live
with an eternal perspective, seeking to honor
God and pursue His purposes. This hope
motivates believers to persevere in faith,
knowing that their present struggles are
temporary in light of the glory that will be
revealed. The hope of glory also involves
believers participating in the glory of Christ. It
is a future reality where they will be fully
conformed to the image of Christ and share in
His eternal glory. This anticipation fills
believers with joy and a sense of purpose as
they strive to live for the glory of God on
Earth.

Blessing #93: I have a special place prepared
for me in Heaven (John 14:3).

John 14:3 holds a beautiful promise from Jesus
regarding the future of His followers. “And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come
back and take you to be with Me that you also
may be where I am.”

“During the betrothal phase, the groom would
prepare an apartment, a place to live in his
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father’s house. Homes, especially for the
wealthy, were often very large complexes.
Only the portions which were needed,
however, were finished and furnished. That is
why Jesus said, “In My Father’s house are
many rooms. If it were not so, would I have
told you that I am going away to prepare a
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come back and welcome you into
My presence, so that you also may be where I
am" (John 14:2-3).%7 Right now Jesus is
preparing a special place for you in His Father’s
house. This reinforces the fact that we are the
Bride of Christ. The promise Jesus makes is not
a general one, but a personal assurance for
each believer. He addresses His disciples
directly, emphasizing that He is preparing a
place specifically for them. This conveys the
intimacy and personal relationship Jesus
shares with His followers.

The promise of a place being prepared in
Heaven reveals the reality of a future eternal
dwelling place for believers. It suggests that
Heaven is not just a metaphorical concept but
an actual place where believers will be united
with Christ and other fellow believers. It
highlights the ultimate destination and destiny
of every believer in the presence of God.

The preparation of this special place in Heaven
is done by Jesus Himself. It signifies His love,

87Dr. Matthew Webster. Heaven Come Down: Living as Citizens of
Heaven Today. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2021. p. 53.
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care, and meticulous attention to detail. Just
as a host prepares a place for guests, Jesus, as
the ultimate host, ensures that everything is
ready and perfect for His followers in their
eternal dwelling.

Jesus also promises to come again to take His
followers to Himself. This speaks of the
Rapture, a future event where we will meet
Him in the sky to be taken to the wedding
feast of the Lamb (See 1 Thessalonians 4:16-
17, Revelation 19).

The purpose of preparing a place and returning
for His followers is so that they may be where
Jesus is. This indicates a profound and eternal
union between Christ and His followers.

Blessing #94: I have a better country and
city prepared by God (Hebrews 11:6).

Hebrews 11:6, speaks to the faith and hope of
believers in God’s promises.

Hebrews 11:16 says, “"But as it is, they desire
a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called
their God, for He has prepared for them a
city.”

The author of Hebrews is referring to the
faithful individuals mentioned earlier in
Hebrews 11, often called the “Hall of Faith”
chapter of the Bible. These individuals, such as
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Abraham and Sarah, expressed a deep longing
for a better country. They recognized that their
true citizenship and ultimate destination were
not tied to this earthly realm but to a heavenly
country. This longing reflects a spiritual
perspective that sets their hope and affections
on eternal things.

The “better country” mentioned in Hebrews
11:16 refers to the heavenly realm, the eternal
dwelling place prepared by God for His people.
It signifies a realm beyond the limitations and
imperfections of this present world. It is a
place of perfect communion with God,
unhindered worship, and the fulfillment of
God’s promises. It is a country where
righteousness, peace, and joy reign supreme.

We will first reign with Christ on Earth during
the Millennial Reign. The Millennial Reign of
Christ, also known as the Millennial Kingdom or
the Thousand-Year Reign, refers to a future
period of time described in the Bible when
Jesus Christ will rule and reign on Earth for a
thousand years. The concept of the Millennial
Reign is primarily based on passages found in
Revelation chapter 20, along with other
prophetic references in the Old and New
Testaments.

According to this belief, the Millennial Reign

occurs after the return of Jesus Christ in his

Second Coming. It is seen as a time of great
peace, righteousness, and restoration on
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Earth, where Jesus will exercise His authority
as the King of kings and the Lord of lords.
During this period, Satan is said to be bound
and unable to deceive the nations (Revelation
20:1-3).

The characteristics of the Millennial Reign, as
described in the Bible, include:

1. Reign of Righteousness: Jesus will
establish a just and righteous
government, where truth, justice, and
righteousness will prevail (Isaiah 11:4-5,
Jeremiah 23:5-6).

2. Peace and Harmony: There will be
worldwide peace and harmony among
nations and even between animals
(Isaiah 2:4, Isaiah 11:6-9).

3. Restoration and Healing: The Earth will
experience restoration, and the effects of
sin and the curse will be reversed.
Creation itself will be freed from its
bondage (Isaiah 35:5-6, Romans 8:19-
21).

4. Fulfillment of God’s Promises: The
Millennial Reign is seen as the fulfillment
of God’s promises to Israel, including the
restoration of the nation and the
gathering of the Jewish people (Jeremiah
30:3, Ezekiel 36:24-28).

5. Resurrection and Judgment: The
Millennial Reign will also include the
resurrection of the righteous (believers)
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and the judgment of the unrighteous
(Revelation 20:4-6).

After the Millennial Reign, according to the
biblical accounts in Revelation, there will be a
final judgment and the creation of a new
heaven and earth. Let's explore these events:

1. Final Judgment: At the end of the

Millennial Reign, Satan will be released
from his prison and will deceive the
nations one final time. However, God will
bring judgment upon him and all those
who have rebelled against Him. This
event is known as the Great White
Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:7-15).
All the dead, both small and great, will
stand before God, and the books will be
opened, including the Book of Life. Those
whose names are not found written in
the Book of Life will be cast into the lake
of fire, which is the second death.

. New Heaven and Earth: Following the
final judgment, God will create a new
Heaven and a new Earth (Revelation
21:1). The current Heaven and Earth will
pass away, and the new creation will be
free from sin, suffering, and death. It will
be a place of eternal joy, peace, and
fellowship with God.

The characteristics of the new Heaven and
Earth include:
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The Holy City, New Jerusalem: The New
Jerusalem, a magnificent and glorious
city, will descend from Heaven to the
new Earth. It is described as a place of
immense beauty, with the presence of
God dwelling among His people
(Revelation 21:2-3). There will be no
need for a temple because God and the
Lamb will be its temple.

Eternal Life and Fellowship: In the new
Heaven and Earth, God’s people will
experience the fullness of eternal life and
enjoy unbroken fellowship with Him.
There will be no more pain, sorrow, or
death (Revelation 21:4). The redeemed
will have glorified bodies, and they will
reign with Christ forever (Revelation
22:5).

Restoration and Perfection: The new
creation will be a restoration and
perfection of the original design of God’s
creation. It will be a place of
righteousness, where everything is in
harmony with God’s will (2 Peter 3:13).

God’s Presence: The ultimate blessing of
the new Heaven and Earth is the eternal
presence of God. His glory will illuminate
the city, and His people will worship and
serve Him forever (Revelation 22:3-4).
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For more information on end-time events
including a timeline of events to unfold I would
recommend the book I wrote: The 7 Blessings
of Revelation.%8

Blessing #95: I have escaped the corruption
in the world and can participate in the Divine
nature (2 Peter 1:4).

2 Peter 1:4, speaks to the transformative
power of God in the lives of believers. 2 Peter
1:4 says, "By which He has granted to us His
precious and very great promises, so that
through them you may become partakers of
the divine nature, having escaped from the
corruption that is in the world because of sinful
desire.”

The verse begins by highlighting that God has
granted believers His precious and great
promises. These promises are expressions of
His love, grace, and faithfulness toward His
people. They encompass all that God has
revealed and assured us through His Word,
including His provision, guidance, forgiveness,
and eternal life.

Through God’s promises, believers are invited
to become partakers of the divine nature. This
means that believers, by God’s grace and
through their relationship with Him, can share
in His divine nature. What this means is that

58Dr. Matthew Webster. The Seven Blessings of Revelation. Kindle
Publishing. Kindle Publishing. 2021.
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we can experience the transformation of our
hearts and minds to align with God’s holiness,
love, righteousness, and wisdom. We can
experience the fruit of the Spirit expressed
through us.

“The precious promises of God are invitations
to the abundant life that is ours in Christ. Just
as Joshua led the Israelites into the Promised
Land, Jesus has brought you into the Land of
Promises, and it is a good land flowing with
milk and honey. Whatever situation you are
facing, God has a precious promise for you to
stand on. The broken and corrupt person you
used to be has died with Christ and no longer
lives (Galatians 2:20). You have a choice. You
can walk according to the old and cursed ways
of the flesh, or you can participate in the new
and blessed life of Christ Jesus (1 Peter 1:14-
15)."69

The verse also highlights that through
participating in the divine nature, believers
have escaped the corruption that is in the
world. The world is characterized by sin,
brokenness, and the destructive effects of
human desires apart from God. However,
through the work of Christ and the indwelling
Holy Spirit, believers are set free from the
bondage of sin and enabled to live in the
newness of life they have in Christ.

89paul Ellis. The Grace Commentary.
https://thegracecommentary.com/2-peter-1/#2peterlv4
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As believers grow in their knowledge of God
and His promises, they are enabled to cultivate
qualities such as faith, goodness, knowledge,
self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly
affection, and love (2 Peter 1:5-7). These
virtues are evidence of their participation in
the divine nature. We are called to live in
accordance with our new nature, relying on
God’s grace, His Word, and Spirit to guide and
empower us.

Blessing #96: I can store up treasures in
Heaven (Matthew 6:20).

Matthew 6:20 says, “"But store up for
yourselves treasures in Heaven, where moths
and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves
do not break in and steal.”

What are the treasures that we are to store
up?

Paul Ellis, in a chapter of his book "The Gospel
in Twenty Questions," presents an intriguing
perspective on eternal rewards and our
heavenly treasure. He asserts that contrary to
what we might expect, the ultimate reward
and treasure are not material possessions or
personal achievements but rather people.

This idea is rooted in Scripture and not mere
speculation. Psalm 127:3 states that children
are a heritage and reward from the Lord. While
this verse refers to biological children, Ellis
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suggests that it encompasses a broader
concept of spiritual children. He emphasizes
that God’s plans for us involve the
multiplication of spiritual offspring, reflecting
the theme of God’s family expanding through
the ages.

Jesus referred to His followers as “fishers of
men,” implying that their reward would be
people. Just as a fisherman’s reward is the fish
they catch, believers store up treasures in
Heaven as they engage in the task of bringing
people into God’s kingdom. Likewise, those
who sow and water the good seed of the
Gospel receive the reward of a harvest of
people. In this perspective, people become the
treasure that never wears out and cannot be
stolen.

Jesus introduced God as our heavenly Father,
who also rewards us. And what does a father’s
reward consist of? It is children. By sharing the
treasure of Jesus with others, we invite them
to become part of God’s family as spiritual
brothers and sisters. Thus, they become a
heavenly treasure. God’s desire is to
continually expand His family, treating people
as precious treasures. This theme is evident
throughout Scripture.

Deuteronomy 7:6 describes God’s people as
His treasured possession, emphasizing their
unique status. God chose them out of all the
nations as His cherished personal treasure, as
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expressed in Deuteronomy 14:2b. This truth
remains relevant today, as God affirms that we
are dearly held treasures.

As believers, we are considered God’s treasure.
Jesus taught in Matthew 6:21 that our heart
follows our treasure. If our heavenly treasure
is people, then our hearts will be drawn to
reaching the lost and bringing them into the
family of God. Ultimately, people are the
heavenly treasure that all in Heaven will enjoy.

In summary, Paul Ellis proposes that our
eternal rewards and heavenly treasure are not
centered on material possessions or personal
accomplishments but on people. By engaging
in the mission of sharing the good news and
expanding God’s family, we store up treasures
in Heaven. As God’s treasured possession, our
hearts are aligned with reaching the lost and
valuing people as the ultimate heavenly
treasure.”®

Unlike earthly treasures that are vulnerable to
decay and theft, treasures stored in Heaven
are secure and cannot be destroyed. They are
guarded by God'’s faithfulness and are beyond
the reach of any earthly force.

Blessing #97: I am eagerly awaiting the
glorious appearing of Christ (Titus 2:13).

OPaul Ellis. The Gospel in Twenty Questions. Kings Press. 2013.
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The verse refers to the “blessed hope” of
Jesus’ appearing which believers are eagerly
awaiting.

Titus identifies Jesus as both “our great God
and Savior.” It affirms His deity and highlights
the essential Christian belief in the divinity of
Jesus Christ. It underscores that Jesus is not
just a human teacher or prophet but the Son of
God who has the power to save and redeem
humanity.

The verse acknowledges that believers are
currently in a state of waiting. While they
eagerly await the Rapture they continue to live
in anticipation of His glorious appearance. This
waiting is not passive but active, as believers
are called to live faithfully and prepare for
Christ’s return. The parable of the talents
(Matthew 25:14-30) highlights the importance
of being active and faithful stewards of the
resources and opportunities entrusted to us by
God. In both cases, (Matthew 25 and Titus 2)
believers are called to actively engage in the
work of God’s Kingdom while anticipating His
return. In the parable of the talents, the
servants who faithfully invested and multiplied
their talents were commended by their master
and received rewards. Similarly, Titus 2:13
emphasize the significance of faithful living in
light of Christ's return.

Titus 2:13 serves as an encouragement and
motivation for believers to live with a sense of
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urgency, holiness, and readiness. It reminds us
that our hope is not in vain and that the
promises of God will be fulfilled. It prompts us
to align our lives with the reality of the Rapture
and later the Second Coming, living as faithful
witnesses and ambassadors of His Kingdom
until we are gathered to be with Him.

Jesus Christ is the ultimate object of our hope
and anticipation. It reminds us to fix our gaze
on Him (Hebrews 12:2), relying on His
faithfulness and the promises of His return. It
encourages believers to cultivate a deep love
for Christ, longing for His presence, and living
in light of His coming Kingdom.

Blessing #98: I am a citizen of Heaven
(Philippians 3:20).

“"What does that phrase “citizenship is in
Heaven” mean for you? Many people look at
that verse as speaking only of their future
hope, without heavenly citizenship impacting
their present lives on Earth. Hope is unique in
that hope is always dealing with the future. But
this verse doesn’t just give us hope, although,
hope is clear and plain to see. Our Biblical
hope is the very next sentence in this verse,
“and we eagerly await a Savior from there.”
Jesus is our blessed hope! This verse goes
beyond hope and gives us great faith in how
we might now live.

Our citizenship tells us that we are aliens here.
We are strangers, foreigners, and sojourners
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at least in the Earth in its present fallen state
because of sin. The new Heaven and Earth will
be our home. This is where our citizenship lies,
a place with no more sin or its effects. This
includes no more sadness, sickness, diseases,
and death.

Charles Spurgeon said, “As aliens (on this
Earth with heavenly citizenship) we have
privileges as well as duties. The princes of evil
cannot draft us into their regiments; we cannot
be compelled to do Satan’s work. Do not
expect me to fall in with your ways and
customs; I will let you see that I am an alien
and that I have rights as an alien, even here in
this foreign land. I am not to be bound to fight
your battles, nor march at the sound of your
drums. Brethren, we are soldiers of Christ; we
are enlisted in His army; and as aliens here,
we are not to be constrained into the army of
evil. Let lords and lands have what masters
they will, let us be free, for Christ is our Master
still. Servants of God we are, and we will not
be in bondage unto men.”’?

Believers are members of the Kingdom of God,
with all the privileges, rights, and
responsibilities that come with being citizens of
that heavenly realm. By stating that our
citizenship is in Heaven, the verse highlights
our new identity in Christ. As citizens of
Heaven, our allegiance is to God and His

“1Dr. Matthew Webster. Heaven Come Down: Living as Citizens of
Heaven Today. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2021. p. 78-79.
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Kingdom. Our sense of belonging is no longer
rooted in earthly identities or divisions but in
our union with Christ and our shared heavenly
citizenship with fellow believers.

Citizenship in Heaven implies a distinct way of
living and a set of values that align with the
principles of God’s Kingdom. It calls believers
to embody and promote the love, justice,
righteousness, mercy, and compassion that
characterize God’s reign. Our thoughts, words,
and actions should reflect the values of our
heavenly home.

Our shared heavenly citizenship fosters a
sense of unity among believers, regardless of
cultural, social, or ethnic differences. As
citizens of Heaven, we are part of a diverse
and global community that transcends human
divisions. It calls us to love one another,
support one another, and work together for the
advancement of God’s Kingdom through the
proclamation of the Gospel. We are called to
be ambassadors of Christ, reflecting His
character and values to those around us.

Blessing #99: I am confident that God’s plans
for me are good and full of hope (Jeremiah
29:11, Romans 8:28).

Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I
have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.” Romans 8:28 states,
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“And we know that in all things God works for
the good of those who love Him, who have
been called according to His purpose.”

These verses express a powerful assurance of
God’s faithfulness, goodness, and sovereign
control over the lives of believers.

While Jeremiah 29:11 was specifically
addressed to the Israelites in their historical
context, it contains a timeless principle that
can apply to believers today which is reinforced
by the New Testament verse of Romans 8:28.
The message of hope, prosperity, and a future
that God has for His people can resonate with
believers from all backgrounds. These plans
God has for us are not random or haphazard
but intentional and purposeful. They are
designed to bring about our prosperity, not in
the sense of worldly wealth, but in terms of
spiritual abundance, wholeness, and well-
being. God’s plans for us are rooted in His
love, wisdom, and perfect knowledge of what is
best for our lives. The will of God “theléma”
can be defined as the purpose of God to bless
mankind through Christ and what God wishes
to be done by us’?

Jeremiah 29:11 assures us that God’s plans
include a future filled with hope. His plans
extend beyond our current circumstances and
offer a confident expectation of a better
tomorrow. This hope sustains us, strengthens

Zhttps:/iwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2307/kjv/tr/0-1/
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our faith, and gives us the courage to
persevere.

Romans 8:28 echoes the assurance of God’s
providence and sovereignty. It declares that in
all things, whether positive or negative, God
works for the good of those who love Him and
are called according to His purpose. This verse
reminds us that God is not limited by our
circumstances but has the power to bring
about good even out of the most challenging
situations. It affirms that God can redeem our
pain, trials, and setbacks, using them for our
growth, transformation, and His glory.

Confidence in God’s plans requires trust in His
wisdom and perfect timing. It means
surrendering our desires, understanding, and
control, and placing our trust in God’s
sovereignty. We may not always comprehend
His ways, but we can have confidence that He
knows what is best for us. This trust enables
us to surrender our anxieties, fears, and
doubts to Him, knowing that He is working all
things together for our ultimate good.

While we can be confident in God’s plans, it
does not mean we passively wait for them to
unfold. We are called to actively participate in
God’s purposes, seek His will, and align our
lives with His Word. This involves following His
guidance and using the gifts and talents He
has given us to fulfill our part in His plans.
These verses invite us to rest in God’s

391




promises and to anchor our hope and
confidence in Him. They assure us that His
plans for us are rooted in His love, wisdom,
and faithfulness. They provide a solid
foundation upon which we can build our lives,
even amidst uncertainty and challenges.

Blessing #100: I will bear fruit in Christ
(John 15:5).

John 15:5 states, "I am the vine; you are the
branches. If you remain in me and I in you,
you will bear much fruit; apart from Me you
can do nothing.”

This verse uses the metaphor of a vine and its
branches to convey a profound truth about our
relationship with Christ and the resulting
fruitfulness in our lives.

In this metaphor, Jesus describes Himself as
the vine and believers as the branches. It
emphasizes our complete dependence on Him
for spiritual life, nourishment, and productivity.
Just as branches draw their sustenance and
vitality from the vine, we are called to remain
in Christ, abiding in a deep and intimate
relationship with Him. Our fruitfulness is
directly linked to our connection with Him.

John chapter 15 assures us that in Christ we
will bear much fruit. Bearing fruit refers to the
visible evidence of a transformed and Spirit-led
life. Vines are unique because there is no
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division or separation between the vine itself
and its branches, unlike trees. Similarly, our
connection to Jesus is inseparable.

Just as a branch grows and develops fruit as it
remains connected to the vine, our spiritual
growth and maturity come as we abide in
Christ.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the
gardener. He cuts off every branch in Me that
bears no fruit, while every branch that does
bear fruit He prunes so that it will be even
more fruitful” (John 15:1-2).

A more accurate translation suggests that God,
the Master Gardener, doesn't cut off every
branch in Him that bears no fruit because that
would be nonsensical. If you are in Him, you
are saved. Instead, the Greek word translated
as “cuts off” could be better rendered as “He
lifts up” or “He takes care of every branch in
me."” If you're not bearing fruit for Jesus, God
comes alongside to assist you. He doesn't
sever or separate you from Him. The Greek
word translated as “cut off” is (aird).”3

Let’s see how aird is used in other places in
Scripture and whether a better translation
would be to lift up or take up, instead of to cut
off.

https://iwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g142/kjv/tr/0-1/
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Matthew 16:24: Let him deny himself and
airo
A) cut off his cross,
or

B) take up his cross, and follow me.

Mark 16:18: They will
airo
A) cut off serpents
or

B) pick up serpents...

Luke 5:24: I say to you, arise,
airo

A) cut off your bed and go...
or

B) take up your bed, and go...
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Luke 17:13: And they
airo
A) cut off their voices and said...
or

B) lifted up their voices and said...

John 5:8: Jesus said to him, “Rise,
airo
A) cut off your bed and walk”
or

B) take up your bed and walk.”

John 11:41: And Jesus
airo
A) cut off His eyes and said...
or

B) lifted up His eyes and said...
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Act 4:24: And when they heard this,
airo

A) they cut off their voices to God with one
accord

or

B) lifted their voices to God with one accord

Revelation 10:5: The angel ...
airo
A) cut off his right hand to Heaven
or
B) lifted up his right hand to Heaven.

It is clear that most times in Scripture when
aird is used it means to lift up and this is what
God’s grace does so that we might bear even
more fruit for His glory. It makes more sense
to say that “He lifts every branch in Me that
bears no fruit” instead of saying that He cuts
us off if we aren’t bearing any fruit.

God’s process of pruning involves removing
anything that hinders our growth and
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effectiveness, enabling us to bear even more
fruit. Amen.

I encourage you to study God’s Word and find
even more precious promises contained in His
Word. Hopefully, this book has served as a
great starting point for you to discover more
fully who you are in Christ and what has been
made available to you in Him.
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Small Group Questions for Chapter 12
Rejoicing in God's Provision, Faithfulness,
and Hopeful Future Part 2

Blessing #91: How does the assurance that
God hears our prayers and that the prayers of
the righteous are powerful impact the way we

should approach prayer?

Blessing #92: How does having the hope of
glory influence the way you live your life in the
present moment and shape your perspective

on the future?
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Blessing #93: What does the knowledge that
there is a special place prepared for you in
Heaven by Jesus tell you?

Blessing #94: Do you also long for a better
place to call home? What are some things that
will make Heaven so much better?
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Blessing #95: In what ways have you
experienced escaping the corruption of the
world through Jesus?

Blessing #96: Who did God use as an
instrumental part in sharing the love of Jesus
with you and being a part of storing up you as
a treasure in Heaven?
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Blessing #97: How does the eager anticipation
of the glorious appearing of Christ affect the
way you invest your time, talents, and
resources?

Blessing #98: In what ways does being a
citizen of Heaven influence your sense of
belonging, identity, and responsibility in the
world?
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Blessing #99: How do you maintain confidence
and hope in God’s plans for you, especially in
times of uncertainty or adversity?

Blessing #100: How does the metaphor of the
vine and branches in John 15:5 help us
understand our relationship with Christ and
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how it is impossible to bear fruit apart from
Him?
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