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Introduction

AThe f i +Christiamwaiter to talk about Jesus was
the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus (born Yosef ben
Matityahu), who lived around AD 47 -100. He referred
to Christ in his history of
from AD 93. Roman historians Pliny and Tacitus
documented Jesus Christ & existence approximately 20

years after Josephus in their writings. Tacitus 0
fAnnals, 0 dated AD 115, references the Roman prefect
Pontius Pilate & execution of Jesus, hinting at the

crucifixion and aligning with the timeline depicted in

the Christian gospels. However, it & worth noting that
Tacitus expressed unfavorable sentiments toward
Christians. 2 This strengthens the claim that Jesus was
a real historical person.

Dr. Gathercole asserts that the earliest Christian
writings concerning Jesus originate from the epistles
of Paul, with the first of these dating no later than 25
years after Jesus 6death (AD 50 -60). Conversely,
biographical narratives of Jesus in the New Testament
emerge approximately 40 years after His death.
However, these timelines indicate that individuals who
either knew Jesus personally or were acquainted with
those who did recorded accounts of His life.
Furthermore, these witness accounts align closely with
information from other sources regarding life in first -
century Palestine. 3

2Paul Rather. Big Think. 3 pieces of historical evidence for the existence of Jesus
Christ. www.bigthink.com/thinking/was-jesus-real/ December 23, 2018.
3lbid.
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http://www.bigthink.com/thinking/was-jesus-real/

Jesus was a real person who visited real places and

performed real miracles witnessed by many. Jesus

asked His disciples a question, the same one we must

answer i n oWholdoweygu isay ¢t hat
9:20)? filn essence, there are three primary options:

Jesus is either Lord, a liar, or a lunatic. This

Atrilemma,od as coined by C. S. L
from Watchman Nee challenges us to make a choice

about Jesusd identity. Jesus cl
and the ability to forgive sins, and promised His

Second Coming. These claims cannot simply label

Jesus as a great moral teacher; He must be accepted

as the Son of God or dismis%ed

History documents significant world events attended

by Jesus and His interactions with various historical
figures. If Jesus were merely a fabrication, those He
allegedly encountered, including skeptics like Pontius

Pilate and the Pharisees, would have contested His
existence. However, they didn @, because Jesus was a
tangible figure who walked the Earth. He wasn da
fictional character akin to Robin Hood or Harry Potter.
Jesus was both fully human and fully divine; He
existed alongside God from the beginning (Genesis
1:26) . People in the Old Testament even encountered
Him. Jesus, who is the Word of God , became flesh and
was born in Bethlehem a little more than 2,000 years

ago. Discover with me today the places Jesus went

and the things He taught when He was there, and
experience the profound impact His teachings continue

to have on individuals and societies around the world.

“Dr . Matthew Webster. Heavenly Conversatio
Transforms and Blesses Our Lives. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2024.
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The Region of Judea

fiBut you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be My witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the Eartho (Act
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The name Judea or Judaea originates from the son of

Jacob, who was | ater given the
whose sons collectively headed the Twelve Tribes of
| srael . Judahdés progeny among t

the Tribe of Judah, with whom the Kingdom of Judah

is associated. Judea me a n $le dhall be praised . ©
fiThe province of Judea, as distinguished from Galilee
and Samaria, included the territories of the tribes of
Judah, Benjamin, Dan, Simeon, and part of Ephraim.

This area, known as the upper hill country, extended

from Bethel in the north to Beth Zur in the south, and

from Emmaus in the west to the Jordan River in the

east. 0’

fiJudea is a mountainous region, part of which is
considered a desert. It varies greatly in height, rising

to an altitude of 1,020 met ers (3,350 feet)inthe
south at the Hebron Hills, 30 kilometers (19 miles)
southwest of Jerusalem, and descending to as much
as 400 met ers (1,300 ft) below sea levelin the east of
the region. It also varies in rainfall, starting with about
4007 500 millimet ers (16 7 20 inches) in the western
hills, rising to 600 millimet ers (24 inches) around
western Jerusalem (in central Judea), falling back to

400 millimet ers (16 inches) in eastern Jerusalem and

dropping to around 100 millimet ers (3.9 inches) inthe
eastern parts, due to a rain shadow: thisisthe Judean

Desert. The climate, accordingly, moves between
Mediterranean inthe westand desert climate inthe
east, with a strip of semi -arid climate in the middle.
Major urban areas in the region include Jerusalem,
Bethlehem, Gush Etzion , Jericho, and He b r o®n .

Swww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2449/kjv/tr/0-1/

7Got Questions. Your Questions. Biblical Answers. What is the Significance of
Judea in the Bible? www.gotquestions.org/Judea-in-the-Bible.html

8Judea. www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judea
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fiGeographers divide Judea into several regions: the
Hebron hills, the Jerusalem saddle, the Bethel hills,
and the Judaean Desert east of Jerusalem, which
descends in a series of steps to the Dead Sea. The
hills are distinct for their anticline structure. In ancient
times the hills were forested, and the Bible records
agriculture and sheep farming being practiced in the

area. Animals are still grazed today, with shepherds
moving them between the low ground to the hilltops

as summer approaches, while the slopes are still

layered with centuries  -old stone terracing. The Jewish
Revolt against the Romans ended in the devastation of

vast areas of the Judean countryside . Mount Hazor
marks the geographical boundary between Samaria to
its north and Judea to its south. o

91bid.




Chapter 1:
Bet hl ehemdés Bl essed Birt

Lowww.il.wp.com/www.unirea.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/bethlehem-
1010828_1280.jpg?fit=1280%2C853&ssl=1
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Bethlehem  Pronunciation: [ Behth -leh-hehm]

11 | ocation:
Bethlehem is
located at an
elevation of
about 775 meters
(2,543 feet)
above sea

level, 30 meters
(98 feet) higher
than nearby

\ )\tlero!lmm Jerusalem..
Do 54 Te'wa* e Bethlehem is
)Rethsura PR e situated in the
ST R Judean

Mountains. The city of Bethlehem s located 73
kilometers (45 miles) northeast of Gaza City and the
Mediterranean Sea, 75 kilometers (47 miles) west of
Amman, Jordan, 59 kilometers (37 miles) southeast

of Tel Aviv, Israel , and 10 kilometers (6.2 miles) south
of Jerusalem. *?

AThe profound significance
modest size (archaeologist W.F. Albright estimates the
popul ation to have been aro
birth there serves as a proclamation that God grants

the blessings of the Messiah (i.e., salvation) not based

on our greatness, merit ¥ or

Lwww.bibleatlas.org/area/bethlehem.jpg

12Bethlehem. www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethlehem

13Dr. Matthew Webster. Unwrapping the Mystery of Christmas:25 Questions
Answered. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2023.

un

un

a

de

ccC



Because the fields surrounding Bethlehem were a

short distance from the Temple, they were designated

as holy pastures for raising sacrificial lambs. At Migdal
Eder, the Tower of the Flock, generations of shepherds
tended their lambs. According to Exodus 29:38 -46,
two lambs had to be sacrificed every day. Before

David was king, he raised sheep in the same

Bethlehem pastures that were likely home to the
shepherds from Luke 2.

The reason Mary and Joseph had to travel to

Bethlehem was that they were required to pay taxes

in their ancestral hometown and Joseph (Matthew

1:1 -17) and Mary (Luke 3:23  -38) were descend ants of

King David. Is it any wonder that God chose

Bethlehem as the birthplace of Jesus, our Savior? He

seacf . i s Athe Lamb of God,
Galleel away the sin of the
ey 129)

15 Two Bethlehems

Mediterranean
Samaria - Bethlehem of Galilee is in the
north country, near Nazareth,
* Joppa while the other Bethlehem
e 921 Where Jesus was born is called
Bethlehem o / Bethlehem Ephrathah.  The town
) where Jesus was born is located
\Dsi:d, near Jerusalem, rather than the
. 1. other Bethlehem in the northern

Judea

14Annette Griffin. 7 Things to Know about Bethlehem, the Birthplace of Jesus.
biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/things-to-know-about-the-place-
jesus-was-born.html December 18, 2023.
ywww.outlawbiblestudent.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/two-bethlehems2A-
250px-208x350.jpg
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region of the lan d, specifically in the tribe of Zebulun
as mentioned in Joshua 19:15.

You will discover from the map that the location of
Bethlehem found in the north was very close in

proximity to Nazareth. This has led some to believe

that Jesus was born in a different Bethlehem than that

of Bethlehem of Judea. This cannot be the case as the

Bi ble specifically states t
Bethlehem of Judea and not Bethlehem of Galilee.

AJoseph also went from the
to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a

Chi |l do (4:5).klethe20ld Testament, there is a
prophecy about Jesus being born in Bethlehem of
Judea also known as Bethlehem of Ephrathah (Micah
5:2). 18 The primary reason the birth of Jesus took
place in Bethlehem was to fulfill this prophecy given

by the minor p rophet Micah.

h e

t o

Ephrathah means ¥ mswstatediul pl a

Genesis 48:7. Unfortunately, the town also became
associated with sorrow when
died while giving birth to Benjamin, and was buried

there as per Genesis 35:19.

Before Rachel passed away, she named her newborn

sonBen-Oni , meaning @son ¥dfitJacop

later changed his name to fiBen Yamin o, me an i
of the r i d¢g°hsinceBenjardin was the only son
born in Canaan, which is south of Paddan Aram.

16Dr. Matthew Webster. Unwrapping the Mystery of Christmas. 25 Questions
Answered. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2023.
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h672/kjv/wlc/0-1/
18https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h1126/kjv/wlc/0-1/
Lohttps://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h1144/kjv/wlc/0-1/

ng

R

<
4

wn

ce

ac



The birth of Benjamin in Bethlehem was symbolic of

the forthcoming birth of Jesus. The name change of

Ben-Oni to Ben Yamin, was fitting because the infant
born in a manger would | ater
Sorrows, 0 as prophesied in |
despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces

from Him; He was despised, and we esteemed Him

not . o

Additionally, Bethlehem played a significant role in the
story of redemption through the account of Ruth and
Boaz. Boaz, the kinsman redeemer, served as a
foreshadowing of Jesus Christ, our ultimate kinsman

redeemer. Charles Spurgeon said

Bethlehem that Ruth went forth to glean in the fields

of Boaz; it was there that Boaz looked upon her, and
she bowed herself before her lord; it was there her
marriage was celebrated; and in the streets of
Bethlehem did Boaz and Ruth receive a blessing which
made them fruitful so that Boaz became the father of
Obed, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the
father of David to the birth of Jesus. That last fact

gilds Bethlehem with glory & the fact that David was
born there & the mighty hero who smote the Philistine
giant, who led the discontented of his land away from
the tyranny of their monarch, and who afterward, by
full consent of a willing people, was crowned king of

|l srael and Judah. o

be
s ali

We already discovered that Ephr

fruitfulnesso but Bet hl ehem
br eaZdo.

20Charles Haddon Spurgeon. The Incarnation and Birth of Christ. New Park Street
Pulpit Volume 2. December 23, 1855. https://www.spurgeon.org/resource-
library/sermons/the-incarnation-and-birth-of-christ/
2lhttps://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h1035/kjv/wlc/0-1/
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When you place the two Hebrew words Bethlehem
Ephrathah together this is what you get:

House of Bread, Place of Fruitfulness

T Bethlehem fAHous$%® of Bread?o

T Ephrathah APl ace %f Fruitf

Jesus was born in Bethlehem as the Bread of Life
(John 6:35) to provide for the needs of humanity.

As Christ & followers, we are called to feed on Him
dail y. By doing so, we allow Him to nourish us through
His Word . The Bread of Life living in us enables us to
become fruitful, as Jesus
the branches. If you remain in Me and | in you, you

will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do
nothingo (John 15:5).
Jesus 0 LefomBethlehem:

AWhil e t hey (®Bethlebem) hthertime came
for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her
firstborn,a Son. She wrapped Him in cloths and
placed Him in a manger, because there was no guest

s ai

room available for-7them A(Luk

We also learn from the angels who appeared to the
shepherds that Jesus was born and after His birth was
placed in a manger. Royalty in a trough. Luke is the

only writer in the Bible to use the word manger in the

New Testament and the emphasis on the manger in
the story is rather significant.

AToday in the town of Davi
you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to

22https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h1035/kjv/wlc/0-1/
23https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h672/kjv/wlc/0-1/
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you: You will find a Baby wrapped in cloths and lying
in a manger o -{2buke 2:11

Manger comes from the Latin word for fichew o or

fieat 0.2 It refers to a trough where horses , donkeys ,
and cattle ate. Mangers were located wherever

livestock were kept, places like stables, corrals, or

caves. This is the place that Jesus left Heaven to come

to. Paul says, in Philippians 2:5 -8 about Jesus, fiwho,
being in very nature  God, did not consider equality

with God something to be used to His own advantage,;
rather, He made himself nothing by taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself by becoming obedient to death 0 even death
on a crosso ( Pi8)! He garpeiteadre for ydu 5
and me , leaving behind Heaven to be born and placed

in a manger.

The manger was planned by God and it would be a
sign used by God that announced Jesus as Messiah.

The prophet Micah lived seven hundred years before

the birth of Jesus and prophesied that the Messiah

would be born in Bethlehem in Micah 5:2. God moved
Joseph and Mary from Nazareth to Bethlehem through
an empire -wide census and even with all the

movement of people and the need for travelers to stay

in various places God could have made a way for a

room to be available if that was the plan. But God was
going to announce to the priestly shepherds that what

they did - raise, guard, and prepare a blemish -free
lamb to remove the sins of the nation was about to be
replaced.

24www.etymonline.com/word/manger
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fANd this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths
(Luke 2:12).

The manger is the sign in a couple of ways.

Animals go to the manger for physical food, but with
Jesus lying on the hay, we can go to the manger for
spiritual food. Jesus feeds us with the Word of God

and by way of receiving communion. Jesus wants us

to devour His Word (Jer emiah 15:16; Ez ekiel 3:1;

Revelation 1009-10) . Jesusd6 Word i s

it has the power to save us (James 1:21). Not only

that, the infant in the feeding trough is the Bread of

Life (J ohn 6:35), the true bread who came down from
Heaven, and whoever eats this bread will live forever
(John 6:51). The manger was a sign that Jesus is the
Bread of Life that we feed on.

Jesus was in swaddling cloths lying in a manger. The
manger, the place where Jesus was first laid was a

sign that would also point us to the place where He

would be laid after the cross. The manger pointed to
His death.

25ywww.huntsmannewtestament.blogspot.com/2015/01/no-room-in-inn.html
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A manger was a big rectangular block of stone with a
trough hewn out of it. Baby Jesus, who was wrapped

in swaddling cloths, was placed in a stone trough

(Luke 2:6 -7). Butwhy was that a sign? The Bible says

that after Jesusod crucifixion a
Ari mathea took Jesusd6 body, wra
laid it in a tomb hewn out of a rock (Mark 15:43 T 46).

Wrapped in swaddling cloths and laid in a manger,

baby Jesus would one day be wrapped in linen and

laid in a tomb. That was the sign the angel was

referring to. The way Jesus was born was a sign that

pointed to Jesusd death and who
Lamb.

The use of swaddling cloths was a significant part of

the sign as well. The priestly shepherd would carefully
wrap the newborn lamb in these cloths to protect its

limbs, then place the unblemished lamb in a manger.

This sign, which foreshadowed Jesus O0death, indicated
that He would become the Passover Lamb of God,
offered as a sacrifice for the sins of humanity.

Jesus was the sole child in all of humanity who was
born to die . When you grasp this truth, you'll

understand the depth of God's love for you. It

becomes clear that He sacrificed His Son for this

singular purpose, and His Son willingly embraced it o}
to die for our sins and yours.

He lived to die so that we might live and enjoy life
abundantlytoday! Jesus is Godobés preciodu

20
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Small Group Questions for Bethlehem

1. Considering the prophetic significance of Jesus
being born in Bethlehem, how does this fulfillment of
Old Testament prophecy strengthen our faith in God's
sovereignty and faithfulness to His Word ?

2. The manger, where animals fed, became a symbol
of Jesus being the Bread of Life. How does partaking
of Jesus' Word and communion nourish our spiritual
lives and sustain us in our faith journey?

3. Reflecting on the connection between the manger
and Jesus 6eventual buriali natomb, in whatways
does Jesus 0birth foreshadow His sacrificial death and
redemption for humanity? Why might the
announcement of His birth come to priestly

shepherds?

4. In what ways does Jesus  6willingness to be born

into our fallen worl d aanddé¢he
for our sins demonstrate the depth of God & love and

His ultimate purpose for humanity?

5. How does understanding that Jesus was born with
the sole purpose of sacrificing Himself for our
salvation impact our perspective on life and the
meaning of Christmas  ?




Chapter 2:
Journeys into Jerusalem

26yyww.ustoa.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Jerusalem-Old-City-skyline.jpg
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Jerusalem  Pronunciation: [ ' “roos(' )l m]

Jerusalem was founded by the Jebusites, a mixed
population, according to

Biblical accounts. Scholars
believe the first human settlements in Jerusalem took

place during the Early Bronze Age, around 3500 B.C.

27iywww.conformingtojesus.com/images/webpages/jerusalem_in_jesus_time_map.jp
g




In 1000 B.C., King David conquered Jerusalem and
made it the capital of the Jewish kingdom. 28

Location: Jerusalem is positioned in the Judean
Mountains, between the Mediterranean Sea to the

west and the Dead Sea to the east. Jerusalem is

centrally located within modern -day Israel, serving as
its capital city. The Mount of Olives is a prominent
mountain ridge located to the east of the Old City of
Jerusalem. The ridge runs for about 3 kilometers (1.9
miles) and is named after the olive groves that once
covered its slopes. The Mount of Olives includes the

Garden of Gethsemane. fAdEach day
at the temple, and each evening he went out to spend
the night on the hill <called th

21:37). This is also recorded in John 8:1 -2. This is the
place where Jesus sent disciples to get a colt for His

entry into Jerusalem (Mark 11:1). The Mount of Olives

is where Jesus went with His disciples after the Last
Supper (John 14:31). The Mount of Olives is also the
place Jesus delivered His discourse. This discourse is
recorded in the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and
Luke) and primarily focuses on Jesus Oprophecy
regarding the destruction of Jerusalem, the signs of

the end times, and the coming of the Son of Man.

The main sections of the Mount of Olives Discourse
typically include:

1. Prediction of the destruction of the Temple . Jesus
predict ed the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem,

which occurred in 70 AD (Matthew 24:1 -2, Mark 13:1 -
2, Luke 21:5 -6).

28Britannica. History of Jerusalem. www.britannica.com/place/Jerusalem/History
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2. Signs of the End Times . Jesus describes various

signs and events that will occur before the end times,
including wars, famines, earthquakes, persecution of
believers, false prophets, and the spread of the Gospel
to all nations (Matthew 24:3 -14, Mark 13:3 -13, Luke
21:7 -19).

3. The Great Tribulation and the Rise of the Anti -
Christ : Jesus speaks about a time of great tribulation

that will occur in the last days and the abomination of
desolation prophesied in Daniel. (Matthew 24:15 -28,
Mark 13:14 -23, Luke 21 :20 -24).

4. The Coming of the Son of Man: Jesus foretells His
own return in glory  which all the followers of the Anti -
Christ will mourn  (Matthew 24:29 -31, Mark 13:24 -27,
Luke 21:25 -28).

5. The Rapture of the church (Matthew 24:40 -41).
According to 1 Thessalonians 4:16 -17, we will meet

the Lord in the air. This difference in His Second

Coming isthat when Jesus returns, He comes down to
the Earth. I n Jesusd Mouyat of
simple way to tell the difference between the two

events (Second Coming a nd Rapture of the church) is
what happens to the people mentioned in Matthew 24
and what their reaction to Jesus is.

6. Parables and Exhortations: Jesus concludes the
discourse with parables and exhortations, emphasizing
the need for vigilance, readiness, and faithful
stewardship while awaiting His return (Matthew
24:32 -51, Mark 13:28 -37, Luke 21:29 -38).

The Mount of Olives Discourse provides important
teachings about eschatology (the study of the end




times) and serves as a guide for believers to
understand , prepare, and have hope for the future.

Jesus fulfilled the Law faithfully going to

Jerusalem multiple times every year.

AnEvery year JesusO parents went
Festival of the Passover. When He was twelve years

old, they went up to the festival, according to the

customo (Lw4Re 2: 41

Luke 2:41 -42 is key to reveal that every year Jesus

visited Jerusalem. We know this to be true because

Jesus said in Matthew 5: 1lhave fnDo
come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not
come to abolish them but to ful

For Jesus to fulfill the Law He was required to visit
Jerusalem three times  every year .

fiThree times a year all your men must appear before

the Lord your God at the place He will choose: at the
Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks :
and the Festival of Tabernacles. No one should appear
before the Lord empty  -handed 0 (Deuteronomy 16:16)

These three festivals mentioned are also known as the
Feast of Passover (Unleavened Bread), the Feast of
Weeks (Pentecost), and the Feast of Tabernacles

(Booths). The requirement for males to appear before

the Lord during these festivals served as a means of
worship, unity, and remembrance of God & deliverance
and provision throughout Israel & history.

1. Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths/Sukkot):

John 7:2 -10: This passage describes Jesus going to
Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles. It details His
interactions with  His brothers, who urged Himto goto
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Judea for the festival, and His decision to go to
Jerusalem later in secret. During the feast, Jesus
teaches in the Temple and engages in debates with
the religious leaders.

2. Feast of Dedication (Hanukkah):

John 10:22 -39: This passage mentions the Feast of
Dedication, also known as Hanukkah, which
commemorates the rededication of the Second

Temple. It describes Jesus being in Jerusalem during

the winter for  this festival. While there, Jesus engages
in dialogue with the Jews in the Temple, proclaiming

His unity with the Father and His authority as the Son
of God.

3. Feast of Passover and Unleavened Bread:

John 6:4 -14: This passage refers to the approaching
Jewish Passover Festival, during which Jesus performs
the miracle of feeding the 5,000. It takes place near
the Sea of Galilee, but it is mentioned that the
Passover was near, indicating that Jesus was aware of
the upcoming festival in Jerusalem and its significance
and plan ned to attend.

Jesus is the New Temple

In John 2:19 -21, Jesus says, fDestroyt his temple,

and in three days | will raise it up. 0 The Jews then
replied, it has taken forty  -six years to build this

temple, and will you raise it up in three days? 0 But the
text explains that Jesus was speaking about the

temple of His body. Jesus 6death and Resurrection
would replace the physical temple in Jerusalem as the
central place of worship and connection with God.




Bydecl ari ng Hthen¥ayl ahd thee sTruth and
the Li f elésusis referringto Himselfas the new
Temple (John 14:6).

The gate of the Temple was r
The gate led into the outer court from the outside. It

was the first threshold crossed, and it separated the

sinner on the outside from all within. The gate served
as the access point for the priests and the people to

enter the outer courtyard where various rituals and

sacrifices took place.

ef e

The door of the Tabernacl e was
Trut ho. The door l ed from the o

Place. It separated the one who had made the
sacrifice from worship. The priest, having made the
proper offering, must pass through the door of the
Tabernacle if he would worship God. So today, God is
worshiped in truth through Christ.

The veil was referred to as
separated the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place. A
person who enters by faith in Christ into the Holy

Place today is in the Holy of Holies. True worship now
brings the worshiper into the very presence of God. e

AThe Ol d Covenant sanctuary
superseded by a new temple , even Jesus Himself, in
whom His people are being knit together as a true
sanctuary for God (1 Peter 2:4 i 5).

29Dr. J. Vernon McGee. Chapter IV The Three Entrances of Worship: The Doctrine
of Worship.
www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mcgee_j_vernon/eBooks/tabernacle/chapter-iv-the-
three-entrances.cfm
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First - century Jews understood that any changes made
to the Temple required divine authority as mediated
through the king of Israel. In other words, the ancient
Jews believed that only the Messiah could do
something like that which Jesus did when He cleansed
the temple of animal sellers and moneychangers (

2:13 1 17). That explains why the Jews responded by
asking Him fora sign (v erse 18). They wanted proof
that Jesus had the messianic authority to remove the
merchants from the  Temple. Christ did not give them
a sign immediately; instead, He gave an enigmatic
response that they woul
three days He would raise it up (v erse 19).

d

Clearly, the Jewish opposition did not understand
Jesus. (In fact, even the disciples did not get

Lordbés meaning
they did not wunderstand

the

30How To Connect The Tabernacle To New Testament Truth.
www.growingchristianresources.com/2017/04/how-to-connect-tabernacle-to-
new.html April 26, 2017.
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https://www.esv.org/verses/John%202%3A13%E2%80%9317/
https://www.esv.org/verses/John%202%3A13%E2%80%9317/
http://www.growingchristianresources.com/2017/04/how-to-connect-tabernacle-to-new.html%20April%2026
http://www.growingchristianresources.com/2017/04/how-to-connect-tabernacle-to-new.html%20April%2026

Resurrection.) The Jews thought Jesus was talking
about the physical temple in Jerusalem, which had
taken forty -six yearsto build (v erse 20). The temple

was not even really finished i

work on it would continue off and on until AD 63,

some thirty years af tResurrett®drs us o6

John inserts an explanatory comment in verse 21:
i e temple of which Jesus spoke was His own body.
Thus, we see our Lord identifying Himself as the new

0

and true temple. 0% Jesus asthe Temple 8 is the place

where God and humans meet (John 1:14;
2:22). Through our spiritual connection with Christ,
we also become the temple of God.

1 Corinthians 6:19: AYour
Spirit wi tTheefiectpf@wr unton with the
body of Christ via the Spirit dwelling within us fulfills,

body

the promise that Jesus makes i
answered him, 0l Me adewjlaéer Myo Vv e s

word, and My Father will love him, and We will come
tohimandmake Our home with him.

31The Temple of Jesusd6 Body. January
ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/temple-of-jesus-body
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Pool of Bethesda
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nAfter this there was a feast
went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by

the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in

Hebrew, Bethesda,having f i ve por chesi®).(

Pool of Bethesda means fAhouse of merc
wa t e’ Five porches: Five is the number of grace.

In John 5, the account of Jesus healing the man at the
Bethesda pool provides a profound illustration of both
grace and mercy.

Firstly, |l etdés explore the di
mercy . Grace can be understood as the unmerited

favor and kindness of God extended to humanity. It is

often described as God & freely given gift, not based

32yww.atthattimedaniel12.weebly.com/uploads/8/3/0/1/8301729/2865763_orig.jpg
33www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g964/niv/imgnt/0-1/
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on anything we have done or deserved. Grace is what
enables us to be forgiven and reconciled to God,
despite our sins and shortcomings. In the context of
healing, grace manifests as God & undeserved favor
bestowed upon the individual, granting them

restoration and wholeness.

Mercy, on the other hand, can be defined as
compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone
whom it is within one & power to punish or harm. It
involves withholding deserved judgment or
punishment and instead showing compassion and
forgiveness. In the story of the man at the Bethesda
pool, Jesus demonstrates mercy by healing the man
who had been paralyzed for 38 years, despite his
condition and perhaps even despite his lack of faith or
understanding.

Now, applying these concepts to the healing at the
Bethesda pool:

Grace in Healing: The healing of the paralyzed man at
the Bethesda pool illustrates the concept of grace in
that the man did not earn or deserve his healing.
Instead, Jesus, out of His abundant love and grace,
chose to extend healing to him. The man had been
waiting by the pool for years, hoping for healing, but
he could not achieve it on his own. It was only
through the grace of Jesus that he experienced
restoration and wholeness.

Mercy in Healing: Jesus 0Oact of healing also
demonstrates mercy. Despite the man & long -standing
condition and his inability to reach the pool on his

own, Jesus showed him compassion and mercy by

healing him. Jesus could have passed by the man or
ignored his plea for help, but instead, He chose to

extend mercy and bring about transformation in the

man & life.
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Aln these | ay a great mul titu

lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water.
For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool
and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in
first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of

whatever disease hed4d.hado (Joh

AWhoever stepped in firlawo i
because the Law always demands strength on your

part to execute an action before you can receive a

blessing.

The Bible says we are without strength of our own
(Rom ans 5:6) and Christ came to die for us. Yet
humans are often creatures of laborious effort, always
trying to receive blessings or help from God by
earning it.

The simple way we receive from God is to rest and

S

believe in Jesusd6 finished wo

ARIi se, take up Yy ouYoubaandttaBerud w

your bed and walk unless you first are risen. Thisis
the first thing Jesus said after God the Father told

Peter, James, and John to listen only to the voice of

grace (Matthew 17:7). This is a picture of your

standing in Christ. Now that you are the righteousness

of God in Christ, take up your rest (represented by the
bed) and dondt |(dathew 11i28) b e hi

Only when you walk in rest and truly realize your

position of being righteous before God can you have

the power to walk in the Spirit, in holiness, and

victory. The man who was healed by Jesus

emphasized i He who mad e 0 Hiefocusevasion
Jesus who had FKFealed him.o

34Joseph Prince. Your Healing is HIs Priority. www.josephprince.com/sermon-
notes/your-healing-is-his-priority 8 March 28, 2021.
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http://www.josephprince.com/sermon-notes/your-healing-is-his-priority%20March%2028
http://www.josephprince.com/sermon-notes/your-healing-is-his-priority%20March%2028

AJohnbés Gospel mentions that
disabled people would sit by the pool and wait for the
water to stir up to step in and get healed. It was

believed that once a day an angel would descend into

the pool, causing waters to stir , and that the first

person to enter the pool upon that occasion would be

heal ed. This confirms the ex
which people would sit and wait, as well as an

accurate history of healing that pre -dated Jesus Ovisit.
It was common throughout the Hellenized world to

build Ahealing bathso next t
by columns. The sick would drink and bathe in the

waters and then sleep within the temple, much like

John described in  his Gospel. 6*

-

Pool of Bethesda

35V.M. Traverso. Aletia. The Biblical Bethesda pool: Myth or reality?
www.aleteia.org/2018/10/12/the-biblical-bethesda-pool-myth-or-reality/ October 12,
2018.

3Bywww.pinterest.com/pin/500603314808371401/
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Court of Women
In first -century Israel, women could not enter the best
parts of the temple and they had to sit apart in the

synagogue .
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The temple of Jerusalem was divided into courts. The
inner court was called the Court of Israel, the outer

court was the Court of Gentiles, and separating these
two courts the middle court was the Court of the
Women. There also was the Court of Priests which
contained the altar of burnt offering and the laver for
ceremonial washing. Only priests were allowed into

this area to perform the sacrifices and other priestly
duties. As these names suggest, anyone could walk
into the outer court, but only Jewish men could enter
the innermost court. In which courts did Jesus teach?
Jesus taught in the Court of Gentiles, the Court of
Women, and the Court of Israel.

When Jesus sat outside the treasury making remarks

about widows and their mites (Mark 12:41), He was
sitting in the Womené6és Court,
the treasury was located. When He debated with the
Pharisees and religious leaders, He was in the Court of

| srael, because thatos where

Shwww.templemount.org/theories.html




When Jesus overturned the tables, He was in the

Court of the Gentil es, because

changers and sacrificial animals were kept.

The religious leaders never would have t aught in the
Courts of the Gentiles and the Court of the Women,

but Jesus did so deliberately. H e aimed to
demonstrate to everyone the depth of God & love for
humanity.

fiWhen Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, il
the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life 0 (John

8:12).

Imagine yourself transported back in time to the exact
location where Jesus spoke these words. Let & dive
into verses 2 -4 to uncover the incredible significance

of what happened there. At dawn He appeared again
in the temple courts, where all the people gathered

around Him, and He sat down to teach them. The
teachers of the Law and the Pharisees brought in a
woman caught in adultery. They made her stand
beforethegroup and sai d to Jesus,
woman was caught in the act of adulte ry. o

What this means isthatt  he Court of the Women is the
place where Jesus proclaimed that He is the light of

the world. The timing of this proclamation was during
the Feast of Tabernacles. Which meant there was a
brilliant candelabra that was lit. The candelabra
provided light throughout the entirety of the Court.
There was a great ceremony called the filllumination
of the Temple, 0 which involved the ritual lighting of

four golden oil -fed lamps in the Court of Women.
These lamps were huge menorahs , seven -branch
candelabras (seventy -five feet high) !

am
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The reason they would light the candelabra was to
remind Godds pe thepgillar of cloud by day and
fire by night that guided His people in the wilderness.

Here in one of the three most holy festivals Jesus
pronounces that He is God. As God was with His

people in the Exodus, Jesus is the Light of the World ,
tabernacling among His people now .

So what does the  Light of the World do ? Jesuso
declaration of His identity as the Light of the World is
illustrated when an adulterous woman is brought
before Him. Through this encounter, we come to
understand that what the Light of the World did for

this woman has also been done for every believer
throughout history.

When Jesus walked the  Earth, gender inequality was

so entrenched in Jewish society that an adulteress

could be stoned without trial and men could divorce

their wives for virtually any reason. Women were
considered little more than property. Then along came
Jesus.

The Law states this woman could be killed for her
adulterous actions. What does Jesus say?iLet any
of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone

at her o ( Ja&esusstré@ghténed up and asked

her , AWoman, where are they?
youo (John 8:10)7?

What we learnis that Jesus is the Light that brings the

l ost out of darkness. Jesusb®d
perfection in Him and unveils the truth that our sins

have been completely removed.

Ha



The light of the world reveals how perfect and spotless

we are because of Christds perf
When you know this, you can go
presence, knowing that you have the Light of life that

gives you grace and hope

That is why believers are calle
reconci | 2GCorfnthians 18 -19: fAll this is from

God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and

gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was

reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not countin g
peopl ebs sins ag alehascommitteétm. And
us the message of reconciliation. 0

Jesusd glorious light (John 8:1
perfectly His blood has washed away our sins (John

8:10 , 1 John 1:7) . Thatis why Jesus could tell the

woman that He did not condemn her 0 because He

would be condemned for her at the cross.

By actively involving women in His ministry and

teachings, Jesus offered a glimpse of the future

Kingdom. In doing so, He revealed the world as it was

truly intended to be.

Here is a view of the Second Te

extension which  was rebuilt by the Jewish people after
the Babylonian destruction of the First Temple, which
was originally constructed by King Solomon. The
rebuilding of the temple was initiated under the

Persian Empire and completed during the reign of King
Herod the Great. It served as the center of Jewish
worship and religious life until its destruction by the
Romans in 70 AD.
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Herod the Great undertook a significant expansion and
renovation project on the Second Temple,
transforming it into a grand and imposing structure.
Herod began this ambitious project around 20 119
BCE, and it continued for many years, with work
continuing even after Herod died in4 BCE. The
renovations and expansion were extensive, involving
not only the temple itself but also the surrounding
temple complex and infrastructure. Herod's
renovations included enlarging the temple platform,
constructing massive retaining walls, expanding the
temple courts, and beautifying the temple itself with
ornate decorations and additions. Although the core
structure of the Second Temple remained from the
earlier period, Herod's renovations and expansions
significantly altered its appearance and size
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John records two instances of Jesus visiting

Jerusalem. The first time, as documented in Luke

3:23, occurred when he was around thirty years old,
marking the commencement of His public ministry. It
was during this visit that Jesus famously cleansed the
Temple. It & noteworthy that despite Jesus oregular
visits to the Temple, He chose not to intervene until

after embarking on His public ministry. This timing

aligns with God & overarching plan, ultimately leading

to J e s wudfixion.

Gospel Accounts of Jesu s Cleansing the Temple
The cleansing of the Temple by Jesus is recorded in

the Gospels of Matthew (Matthew 21:12 -17), Mark
(Mark 11:15 -19), and Luke (Luke 19:45 -48).

Jesus only needed to cleanse the Temple once because
the Temple system as a way to atone for our sins was
soon to be replaced.  The cleansing of the Temple
served as a prophetic sign, fulfilling Old Testament
prophecies such as Malachi 3:1  -3. Its occurrence once
was enough to fulfill these prophetic expectations.

The second time John mentions J esusod6 return f
Passover was His triumphant entry into Jerusalem.

fiThe next day the great crowd that had come for the

festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem.
They took palm branches and went out to meet Him,
shouting,

fHosanna! o
AfBl essikded whso comes i n the name 0

ABl essedKiinsg tohfe (Jehmn 42 613)!
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If you look up Hosanna in Greek you find out there is

no such Greek word. What they did  was they took the
Hebrew word and tr  ied to copy the sound in  to the
Greek language . Hosanna is not a Hebrew word at all
either , instead , itis a Hebrew phrase , hdshiya na o.
And that Hebrew phrase is found only one time in the

Old Testament in Psalm 118:25, where it means,
fiSave, please! 0 Itis a cry to God for help.

Hosanna is the idea that we are overwhelmed by a
bigger stronger enemy that has taken us captive.

The Jewish pilgrims, returning to their homeland to
celebrate Passover, find themselves under occupation

by a stronger force. This leads them to cry out

fiHosanna 0 at the sight of Jesus, believing that

someone powerful enough to deliver them has arrived.
They seek Jesus to rescue them from the Romans, yet

they should instead be crying out fiHosanna, 0 seeking
salvation from their sins.

Matthew 21:9:  fiThe crowds that went ahead of Him

and those that followed shouted, i Ho s a toitha Son
of Da wiiBd !'eds stdedvha cemes in the name of

t he LadrHb!lstahnat he highest hea

David prayed, @APlease Lord sa
Godds answer to WDaveswds@ehnpraye
12:13), your salvation has come.

Hosanna took on new meaning with Jesus as He

entered Jerusalem. Hosanna was no longer a cry for

help as in Aisave us nowo It ¢
hope and exultation it became fiSalvation has Come 0!

And so fiHosanna to the Son of David! 0 means, fiThe
Son of David is our salvation! Hooray for the king!
Salvation belongs to the king!"
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Garden of Gethsemane

The Garden of Gethsemane is a significant location in

the events leading up to Jesus ocrucifixion. The New
Testament provides several references to Jesus going

to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray (Matthew

26:36 -46, Mark 14:32 -42, Luke 22:39 -46, John 18:1 ).

Gethsemane comes from two Hebrew words Afgat 0 angqd
i s h ma n iGatpas a Hebrew word by itself (Hebrew:
gimel, tav), means a winepress. Shmanin means oils

A literal translation of Gethsemane (Gat Shmanim)
the place Jesus prayed before His arrest, would be
Awi nepress®*®of oilso.

Jesus was preparing  for His crucifixion by prayer

(Matthew 26:36) to be pressed/crushed for our sins

(Isaiah 53:5) at the place known as the press of oils .

| saiah 53:5 says, fAHe was crush
Jesus was at the press ready to display the greatest

demonstration of love at the cross as He was crushed

for our sins. It was the greatest demonstration of

love.

At the place of the press, Jesus pressed on toward the
cross as He prayed. He pressed on because He knew it
was the will of the Father confirmed through prayer

and because He knew that He would have great joy on
the other side of the suffering.

The Garden of Gethsemane was located at the foothills

of the Mount of Olives. Olive oil is only produced under
great pressure and it brings joy to those who produce

it (Psalm 45:7, Isaiah 61:1 -3, and Hebrews 1:9 ). The

3Swww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g1068/niv/imgnt/0 -1
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https://www.differentspirit.org/posts/gethsemane-and-what-follows.php

pl ace AiGethsemaneo was p @death i
and eventual Resurrection would produce , great joy.

The symbolfor ol i ve oi | i's the Holy
parables of the ten virgins (Matthew 25:1 -13). Thatis
why Jesus would tell His disciples in John 16:5 -7 that

it was better for them that He departs to Heaven so

that the Holy Spirit would come.

We have been given a gift of joy after the press, the
Holy Spirit ( JworhHelpel, @ambpe), . A
Advocate, Intercessor & Counselor, Strengthener), the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name [in

My place, to represent Me and act on My behalf], He

will teach you all things. And He will help you

remember everything that | h a
14:26 AMP).

How does the Holy Spirit prod
when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you
into all the trutho (John 16:

remember the words of Jesus (John 14:26).

The suffering and sacrifice of Jesus, allowed the Holy
Spirit to be poured out on those who believe in Him.
There is joy in our salvation, and joy in the promise of
what is to come in eternity. But Jesus had to first go

to the press where He prayed.

Hi gh Pr iHogseib 3erusalem

AThose who had arrested Jesus
Caiaphas the High Priest, where the teachers of the

Law and the el ders had assemb
Luke 22:54: AThen seiRldmawvy Hi m
and took Him into the house of the High Priest. Peter
followed at a distance. 0
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fiThen Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the High
Priesto (John 18:24).
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i Cai a p(thaHigh Priest) house has been located.
It & up on the hill. It & clear from the finds that the

people living her%% were wealthy
Pilotbds Headquarters

Matthew 27:2 : Tliey bound Him,led Him away and

handed Him over to Pilate, the governor. 0

Mark 15:1 : fiVery early in the morning, the chief

priests, with the elders, the teachers of the Law and

40Ralph F. Wilson. www.jesuswalk.com/luke/101-denial.htm

41Phillippe Bohstrom. Haaretz. Archaeologists Uncover Life of Luxury in 2,000-
year-old Priestly Quarters of Jerusalem. www. haaretz.com/archaeology/2016-07-
12/ty-article/priestly-quarter-of-ancient-jerusalem-found-on-mt-zion/0000017f-db87-
d856-a37f-ffc76c7f0000 July 12, 2006.
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the whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound
Jesus, led Him away and handed  Him over to Pilate. 0

AThen the whole assembly rose
Pilateo (Luke 23:1).

John 18:28 : fiThen the Jewish leaders took Jesus from
Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now
it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial
uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because
they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 0

Historical and archaeological evidence suggests that
Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor o f Judea during
the time of Jesus, likely resided and conducted official
business in Herod & Palace, also known as the
Herodian Palace or the Praetorium. This palace
complex was located in Jerusalem and served as the
administrative center for the Roman government in

the region. The Gospel of John provides further
support for this location. This passage indicates that
Jesus was taken to the palace of the Roman governor
for His trial. Additionally, historical sources, such as

the writings of the Jewish histori an Flavius Josephus,
also mention Pilate & activities in Jerusalem and his
residence in the palace.

While the exact layout and appearance of Herod &
Palace are not fully known, archaeological excavations

in the area have uncovered remains believed to be

part of the palace complex, supporting its

identification as the likely location of Pontius Pilate &
residence and administrative headquarters.

Luke 236 -12 r eads: AOn hearing t
the man was a Galilean. When he learned that Jesus




was under Herodds | uHimsoderadf i on,
who was also in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod

saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long

time he had been wanting to see Him. From what he
had heard about Him, he hoped to see  Him perform a
sign of some sort. He plied him with many questions,

but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and

the teachers of the  Law were standing there,

vehemently accusing  Him. Then Herod and his soldiers
ridiculed and mocked  Him. Dressing Him in an eleg ant
robe, they sent  Him back to Pilate. That day Herod

and Pilate became friends & before this they had been
enemi es. o

Jesus Judg ed before Pilate

Pilate said to them, AfThen what
who is called Christ?d6 They all

The same people that shouted AH
shouted ACrucify Him'o on Frida
people for being fickle. It was their religious leaders

who persuaded them to change their tune (Mathew

27:20).

fAAnd he said, AWhy, whaxfiThew i | h &
kept shouting all the more, say|

(Matthew 27:23  -24).

The chief priests said that if Pilate released Jesus, he

was no friend of Caesar  (John 19:12). This was

Pil ateds weakness. As a career
bureaucracy that had little tolerance for chaos and

disorder, Pilate could ill afford to be on the wrong side

of Caesar.

ial | the people answered, AHI s b
our c¢ hi (Mdttheavr2a25)! And in a manner of
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speaking, it was. Jesusd bl oo
forgiveness of sins, for men, women, and children,
who receive Him.

AThen he released Barabbas fo
Jesus scourged, he handed Hi m
(Matthew 27:26).

i T hbema (judgmentseat) atthe Praetorium in
Jerusalem was also discovered just outside of the Old
City wall in Jerusalem during excavations and can be
seen at the site of the Praetorium adjacent to the
stone pavement. This  bema was where Pilate
pronounced his decision that he would allow Jesus to
be crucified. ¢*?

42Titus Kennedy. The Praetorium of Pilate. www.drivethruhistory.com/the-
praetorium-of-pilate/ July 14, 2020.
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Pilate released Barabbas.  The sinner (Barabbas) was
freed and the righteous man (Jesus) bore his

punishment (Matthew 27:26). We are Barabbas. We
are the ones who deserve punishment. On the cross,
the Lord Jesus took our punishment upon Himself.

Jesus did not deserve to die; He willingly took every

sinner 0 place and died for our sins. The death of Jesus
was one of substitution Athe
unr i ght @Peaes3d18), theinnocent forthe

guilty, the perfect for the corrupt.

His death, as the sin  less substitute, now pays for all of
our sins before God the Father. Now, the legal debt
has been paid in full by the Lord Jesus (John 19:30).

Jesus experienced three severe beatings on this day:
(1) He was beaten while in custody and awaiting trial
before the Sanhedrin  (Luke 22:63).

(2) He was beaten after  His trial (Matthew 26:67,
Mark 14:65).

(3) He was scourged and beaten by the Roman

soldiers in the Praetorium (Matthew 27:30).  The third
beating was the worst for not everyone survived the

brutal Roman scourge.

Golgotha/Calvary

Golgotha, also known as Calvary, was the site just
outside Jerusalem 6 svalls where Jesus was crucified.
The term fiCalvary 0 is derived from the Latin word
fiCalvariae, 0 meaning fiskull, 0 which is a translation of
the Aramaic term  fiGolgotha. 0 Both names refer to the
same location, the place of Jesus Ocrucifixion, and are
used interchangeably in Christian theology and

Scripture. The association with a skull likely comes
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from the appearance of the hill, which had a shape
resembling a skull .43

44

Gol gotha fAThe Pl ace of

1 Matthew 27:33:  fiThey came to a place called
Golgotha (which means  dhe place of the skull  §.0

1 Mark 15:22: fiThey brought Jesus to the place
called Golgotha (which means dhe place of the
skull §.0

1 Luke 23:33: fiWhen they came to the place
called the Skull, they crucified Him there, along
with the criminals 0 one on His right, the other
on his left. 0

1 John19:17: ACarrying His own cross, He went
out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is
called Golgotha). 0o

J e s uBeath , the Veilwas Torn.

4“3ywww.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calvary
44www.jerusalem.com/single-post/2017/01/14/The-Golgotha




ifiWhen He had received thmé tdrnisnk

f i ni s WehdhatdHe bowed His head and gave up
His spirito (John 19:30).

ANow it was about the sixth hou

darkness over all the  Earth until the ninth hour. Then

the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was

torn in two. And when Jesus had cried out with a loud

voice, He said, drather, anto Your hands | commit My
spirit.o’ Having said this, He
23:44 -46).

Matthew and Mark also record the veil being torn
(Matthew 27:51, Mark 15:38).

01 Kings 6:2 records that Solomon & temple was 30
cubits high. This would have been 45 feet tall. The

first - century Jewish historian Josephus records that
Herod extended the temple's height to 40 cubits high,
about 60 feet tall. He also records that the veil was

four inches thick. &%

In the Old Testament, up to this point, the presence of
God was veiled behind a curtain in the Temple known
as the veil. Only the High Priest, once a year on the
Day of Atonement, could enter the Holy of Holies to
offer animal sacrifices for the sins of the Jewish
nation. A rope was tied around his waist , as entering
this sacred space improperly would result in instant
death, necessitating the removal of his body. This
ritual had to be repeated annually because the blood
of bulls and goats could not permanently atone for
sins (Hebrews 10:2 -4). However, Jesus, our great
High Priest, made it possible for our sins to be

4SWhat was the temple veil? What is the meaning of the temple veil being torn in
two when Jesus died? Compelling Truth. www.compellingtruth.org/temple-veil-
torn.html
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permanently forgiven when He died on the cross. At

the moment of Jesus  O6death, something remarkable
occurred: the  veil symbolizing the separation between
humanity and God & presence, was torn. This tearing

of the veil signified that God & presence was now
accessible to everyone .46 God has torn down the
barrier between Himself and us through the

work of Jesus. fiSince then we have a great High
Priest who has passed through the heavens,

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. For we do not have a High Priest
who is unable to sympathize with our

weaknesses, but One who in every respect has
been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us

then with confidence draw near to the throne of
grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace

to helpintimeofneed o6 (Hebr ewd6)4: 14
Instead of coming to a priest, we ¢ ome boldly
unto God through Jesus Christ to receive mercy

and grace .

The Tomb

ASeveral years ago, a team of
other scientists were  permitted to remove the marble
cladding around the burial shelf in the Church of the

Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. There was much

excitement around their exploration of the tomb

where many people believe  d the body of Jesus once

lay.

There is debate, however, around the authenticity of

the site. Two other locations in Jerusalem have been

46Dr. Matthew Webster. The Evolution of Worship: From the Garden to
the Gates of Heaven. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2022.




proposed as the Areal 0 buri a
does the Bible tell wus’ about

Matthew 27:57 -60: fAs evening approached, there
came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who

had himself become a disciple of Jesus. Going to

Pil ate, he asked for Jesusbo
that it be given to him. Joseph took the body, wrapped

it in a clean linen cloth, and placed it in his own new

tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big

stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went

away. 0

Mark 15:46 -47: fiSo Joseph bought some linen cloth,
took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and

placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a
stone against the entrance of the tomb. Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw where
He was laid. 0

Luke 23:53 -55: fiThen he took it down, wrapped it in
linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one
in which no one had yet been laid. It was Preparation
Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. The women
who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph
and saw the tomb and how His body was laid in it."

John 19:41 -42: At the place where Jesus was
crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new
tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. Because it
was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb
was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 0

47Jeannie Myers. Do We Know Where Jesus Was Buried?
www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/do-we-know-where-jesus-was-
buried.html March 18.2022.
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What we know from Scripture about the tomb.

T

The tomb of Jesus  was originally owned by
Joseph of Arimathea (Matthew 27:60)

The tomb was a cave cut into the rock (Mark
15:46).

It was located in a garden near the place where
Jesus was crucified  (John 19:41)

A large stone was rolled in front of the entrance
to seal it (Matthew 27:60).

The tomb was near Golgotha (John 19:42).

It was a new tomb that was not occupied by any
other bodies (John 19:41).




Small Group Questions from Jerusalem

1. Reflecting on Jesus 6faithful adherence to fulfilling

the Law, why do you think it was significant for Him to

visit Jerusalem multiple times every year? How is His
commitment to fulfilling the Jewish Law and His
mission (Mat thew 5:17 , Luke 4:18 -19) demonstrate d
in the timing of His travels?

2. What lessons did you learn from Jesus declaring

that He is the Light of the World in the Court of

Women? How does Jesus dinclusivity and affirmation of
women challenge societal  norms of His time, and what
lessons can we draw from His example today?

3. Reflecting on the crowd & cry of fiHosanna, 0 which
originally meant fisaveus,0 what was the
of Jesus? How does the understanding of Jesus as the
fulfillment of David & prayer in Psalm 118:25 deepen

our understanding of His role as Savior? How does this
transformation of  the meaning of Hosanna show what
JesusOmission was? (See John 18:36).

4. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed

fervently before His arrest, knowing the suffering that
awaited Him. How does Jesus  Oprayer in the olive press
symbolize His willingness to be fpressed/crushed o for
our sins? What example did Jesus set in prayer for us
during our times of trial and suffering? How does
knowi ng Gododés wil | aflwstoinbesit i
our spiritual blessings?

5. Reflecting on Pontius Pilate & decision to release
Barabbas instead of Jesus, how does this exchange
symbolize the substitutionary nature of Jesus O0death?
How does Jesus Oinnocence contrast with B arabbas 6

ir

n
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guilt, and what does this reveal about the nature of
salvation through Christ?

Bonus Question:  The tearing of the veil in the Temple

at the moment of Jesus  6death symbolizes the removal
of the barrier between humanity and God & presence.
How does this act of tearing the veil impact our
understanding of access to God  ? How does it affirm
Jesusorole as our great High Priest and mediator

before God?




Chapter 3:
Judean Desert: Wilderness Warfare

48yyww.bible.org/assets/images/Stiles_WildernessOfJudea.001.jpg
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Judea Pronunciation: Wilderness of Judea [joo -de'-a].

Location: fiThe Judaean Desert or Judean Desert is a
desert in the West Bank and Israel that lies east of
Jerusalem and descends to the
Judaean Desert stretches from the northeastern

Negev to the east of Beit El and is marked by natural
terraces with escarpments. It ends in a steep

escarpment dropping to the Dead Sea and the Jordan
Valley. The Judaean Desert is characterized by the
topography of a plateau that ends in the east ona
cliff. It is crossed by numerous wadis flowing from

west to east and has many ravines, most of them

deep, from 366 met ers (1,201 f eet) in the west to 183
met ers (600 f eet) in the east. Rainfall in the Judea
region varies from 400 7 500 millimet ers (16 T 20

inches) in the western hills, rising to 600 millimet ers
(24 in ches) around western Jerusalem (in central
Judaea), falling back to 400 millimet ers (16in ches)in

eastern Jerusalem and dropping to around 100
millimeters (3.9 in ches) in the eastern parts, due to a

49www.s3.amazonaws.com/hlp-section-images/WildernessJudahMap.jpg




rainshadow effect. The climate ranges from

Mediterranean in the west and desert climate in the

east, with a strip of steppe climate in the middle. Rock
hyraxes and Nubian ibex live on the desert plateau

and the Dead Sea cliffs. Until quite recently, there

were Arabian leopards in the area, but they are now

extinct in the area due to illegal hunting. The last time
an Arabian leopard was spotted was in Ein Feshkha.
Common birds in the area include the fan -tailed raven,
blackstart, tristram & starling, apus, hirundo, Arabian
babbler, wheatear, and sand partridge. The Judaean
Desert is home to a variety of reptiles, including

venomous vipers like Echis coloratus and Atractaspis
engaddensis (also known as the Israeli mole viper).

The streams are home to various fish and

amphi bi®ans. o

Matthew 3: 13, 4:1, and Luke 4:1 indicate that Jesus
was baptized in the Jordan River and left there to be
tempted by Satan in the wilderness. Since John
baptized most people in Bethany beyond the Jordan
(John 1:28, 10:40) , here is the route Jesus took from
where He was baptized to where He faced temptation
in the wilderness

PEREA

o Jericho
« Jerusalem_-Bethany beyond the Jordan

Judaean [
JUDAH  pese /
i « Machaerus
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The wilderness has a rich symbolic significance
throughout the Bible. It often represents a place of
testing, purification, and preparation. For example, the
Israelites wandered in the wilderness for forty years
before entering the Promised Land, during which time
they faced various trials and temptations. Similarly,
Jesusdexperience in the wilderness symbolizes a
period of testing and preparation for His ministry.

David and his men fled into the Judaean Desert to

hide from Saul. The Book of Samuel mentions several
locations within the Judaean Desert that David visited
during his escape from Saul, including the Wilderness
of Ziph, the Wilderness of Ma @n, the Crags of Wild
Goats ( fiTzuri Ya'alim @), and the Wilderness of Ein
Gedi. When David hides in the strongholds at Ein Gedi,
Saul seeks him fieven upon the most craggy rocks,
which are accessible only to wild goats 0 (1 Samuel
24:2 , Psalm 63 ).%

The forty days and nights that Jesus spent in the

wilderness echo other significant periods of forty found

in the Old Testament, such as the forty days and

nights of rain during the flood (Genesis 7:12), Moses 0
forty days and nights on Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:18),

and the Israelites  6forty years of wandering in the
wilderness (Numbers 14:33 -34).

Jesusd temptation in the wild
recorded in the synoptic Gospels (Matthew 4:1 -11,
Mark 1:12 -13, Luke 4:1 -13).

52|bid.
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The temptations that Satan presents to Jesus in the
wilderness echo themes and situations found in the
Old Testament. For example, Satan & temptation for

Jesus to turn stones into bread parallels the Israelites 0
grumbling for food in the wilderness (Exodus 16:2 -3).

Aln the initial temptation, Sat
Jesus to validate His identity, urging Him to turn

stones into bread, saying, Alf

command that these stones becom
4:3). The first temptation concerns the lust of the

flesh. Our Lord is hungry, and the devil tempts Him to

convert stones into bread, but He replies with

Scripture, quoting Deuteronomy 8:3.

l snét it intriguing that our Lo
audible words spoken by His Father confirming His
identity, diriMgHis®aptist inthe Jordan

River just before the temptation in the wilderness

(Matthew 3:17)? Instead of quoting the spoken Word

of God, Jesus consistently resp
written.o0o Considering thaltisthe
written 0 t o triumph over the devil
rely on what Godbés written Word
devil 6s &t tacks?0

The second temptation concerns the pride of life.

Satan & temptation for Jesus  was to throw Himself

down from the pinnacle of the temple . Here the devil
misapplies verse s of Scripture (Psalm 91:11 71 12)

taking them out of context , twisting its meaning to

suit his purposes to tempt Jesus . The Lord replies

58Dr . Matthew Webster. Heavenly Conversatioo

Transforms and Blesses Our Lives. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2024.
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again with Scripture (Deuteronomy 6:16), stating that
it is wrong for Him to abuse His powers.

Finally, Satan & offer s all the kingdoms of the world

The third temptation concerns the lust of the eyes.

This was an offering to bypass the crucifixion for
which He had originally c¢come.
Lord your God and serve Him o
6:13) is the Scripture that Jesus quotes in his third

and final wilderness temptation. 54

The wilderness where Jesus was tempted has

connections to the prophet Elijah. Elijah also spent

time in the wilderness, fleeing from the threats of

Queen Jezebel (1 Kings19:11 -8) . He experi e
provision and guidance in the wilderness, similarly to

Jesus. Additionally, John the Baptist, who prepared the

way for Jesus, is described as having a wilderness

ministry (Matthew 3:1  -4).

Lessons from Jesus in the Wilderness:

ANow when it was day, He depa
deserted place. And the crowd sought Him and came
to Him, and tried to keep Him from leaving them; but

He said to them, #lKingdom ¢f Ggur e a
to the other cities also, because for this purpose |

have been Amslélawas greaching in the
synagogues of Gal i-44pe0 (Luke
We have previously explored how, prior to the

commencement of Jesus  6ministry, Satan tempted Him

in the wilderness (Luke 4:1 -13). Nevertheless, Jesus

What was the meaning and p uGopQusstonsoYourJ
Questions. Biblical Answers. www.gotquestions.org/Jesus-temptations.html
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encountered various other forms of temptation
throughout His ministry.

The t emptation by Pharisees and Sadducees. Jesus

faced numerous challenges and temptations from

religious leaders who sought to test His knowledge of

the Law and discredit His teachings. They often tried

to trap Him with questions about controversial topics

such as taxes, Sabbath observance, and the

interpretation of  Scriptures (Matthew 22:15 -22, Mark
12:13 -17, Luke 20:20 -26).

The t emptationto avoid the cross. When Jesus
predicted Hisi mpending suffering, death, and
Resurrection, Peter rebuked Him, saying it should
never happen. Jesus responded sternly to Peter,
recognizing the temptation to avoid the path of
suffering and sacrifice that lay ahead (Matthew 16:21
23).

In the Garden of Gethsemane, on the night before His
crucifixion, Jesus faced a profound struggle as He

prayed to His Father. He expressed His human desire

to avoid the suffering that awaited Him, yet submitted

to the Father's will, saying, fiNot my will, but  Yours be
done 0 (Matthew 26:36 -46, Mark 14:32 -42, Luke
22:39 -46).

The t emptation to display His power and come down
from the cross . During His crucifixion, bystanders
challenged Jesus to prove His divinity by coming down
from the cross (Matthew 27:40, Mark 15:30). This
temptation would have involved using His divine

power to escape suffering and humiliation, but Jesus
remained obedient to the Father & plan for
redemption.
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Throughout His ministry, Jesus faced various forms of
temptation and testing, but He remained faithful to
God & purposes and teachings, setting an example of
obedience and trust for His followers.

Jesus successfully resisted the devil & temptation,
unlike Adam in the Garden of Eden. As a result, while
in Adam all die, in Christ , all shall be made alive (1

Corinthians 15:22). Where Adam failed, Jesus, the last
Adam, succeeded.

I n Jesusd wil der nwesearnhowtmpt at i
combat the devi | dbreetireesplesus was n
tempted by Satan in the wildernes s and each time, His
response was the same . Jesus quoted the written
WordofGod by saying, dlt is writ

Consider all the temptations Jesus faced in the

wilderness . We are told of only three that Jesus faced

in the wildernessbut Godds Word says th
tempted for 40 days (Luke 4:2)! Because Jesus went

through all those temptations and sufferings for you,

yet He did not sin (Hebrews 4:15) , there is no

temptation or suffering that you are going through

that He cannot identify with. So come to His throne of

grace today and receive His super -abounding grace to

face and overcome th e trials in your life

Temptations come in a variety of ways. We can be
tempted by success and we can also be tempted by

what we perceiveas f ai l ure. At the be
ministry , He is thrown out of a city and rejected in His
hometown. i And al | they in the sy

heard these things, were filled with wrath, And rose

up, and thrust  Him out of the city,a ndled Him unto
the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that

they might cast Him down headlong 0 Lijke 4:28 -29).
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The rejections propelled Jesus toward the next stage
of success, yet amidst both rejections and positive
receptions, Jesus knew what His mission was.

AThe Spirit of tMegbecause dHe hath u
anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor; Hehas
sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach

deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to

the blind, to set at | iberty
(Luke 4:18).

After the initial rejection and being cast out of a city :
Jesus does incredible things in Capernaum . People
were coming to Jesus and receiving the salvation of

the Lord and yet , fAt daybreak, Jesus went out to a
solitary place. The people were looking for Him and

when they came to  where He was, they tried to keep
Him from |l eaving themdo (Luke

ATri ed t &k ak eqgodiold back, detain,
retain. S°

If Jesus stayed it would have held Him back from His

mission of reaching others. A BtHesaid, Al must
proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of God  to the
ot her towns al so, because Ant
He kept on preaching in the

(Luke 4:43 -44).

Jesus modeled for us how to follow the God -led path.
fHe departed and went tThet he
desert place was the place Jesus could go and
communicate with God the Father free of distractions.

There is value in finding places of solitude. B ecause
Jesus communicated in the desert place with God the

S5www. blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2722/niv/imgnt/0-1/
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Father , the next steps were revealed through prayer
that it was time to move on to the nexttown  (Luke
4:42).




Small Group Questions from Judean Wilderness

1. In what ways do you think Jesus O6experience of
temptation in the wilderness prepared Him for the
challenges He faced during His ministry?

2. Reflecting on Jesus 0Oresponse to temptation in the
wilderness, how does relying on the written Word of
God help us overcome temptation and navigate life
challenges?

3. How do Jesus Oexperiences of rejection and success
in Luke 4:28 -29 and Luke 4:42 -44 teach us about
perseverance and staying focused on God & mission
de spite external circumstances?

4. Jesus sought solitude in a deserted place to
communicate with God the Father and discern His

next steps. What are some ways you have f ound
solitude amid a busy schedule?

5. In what ways do the various temptations faced by
Jesus throughout His ministry demonstrate His
humanity and empathy towards our struggles?

&
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Chapter 4:
Blessings of Bethany and Bethphage

Bethany

S6ywww.i.pinimg.com/originals/85/8c/6f/858c6fd6165fal0aelc0a7e888565254.jpg
Shwww.il.wp.com/www.seetheholyland.net/wp-content/uploads/Bethphage.jpg




Bethany PronunC|at|0n [Behth -uh-nee]
‘ Somrtant WA M:ghma:h % 58

Location: Bethany is
.- located onthe

l.‘

am;ozm ¢ . southeastern slope of
"Bethany . the Mount of Olives,
o Be‘thther S0 % 0 lessthan 2 miles
| (32 km)from
e © N8 Jerusalem.  The root
meaning and origin of the name Bethany have been
the subject of much scholarship and debate. William

Hepworth Dixon devotes a multi - page footnote to it in
his, The Holy Land (1866), largely devoted to
debunking the meaning  of fihouse of f i ¢g°%The

name Bethany i s transl ated by some t

of figs,0 as there are many
area; others translate it as
mi sery/ affliction,0 specul at

designated place for the sick and those with

contagious diseases. The edges of Bethany reach the
Mount of Olives and also border Bethphage, a suburb
of Jerusalem.

fiBethany has an exciting future prophesied. Zechariah
144 says, A On Hidfeetshal sand on the

Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the

east. o When Jesus r etkingdongit t o
will be to the very place He left: the Mount of Olives

near Bethany. Though the ancient town of Bethany

may have been small and seemingly insignificant, it

will be the scene of aworld  -changing event: the

58ywww.bibleatlas.org/area/bethphage.jpg
59Bethany. www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethany
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glorious return of Jesus Christ as King of Kings and
Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:11 -1 6 )% ¢

Bethany was the h  ome of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus
According to the Gospel of John, they were close
friends of Jesus. Jesus often visited their home, and
the account of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead
takes place in Bethany (John 11).

Jesusdentry into Jerusalem . Bethany is also the
starting point for Jesus  6triumphant entry into
Jerusalem, which is celebrated as Palm Sunday in
Christian tradition. Jesus is said to have stayed in
Bethany the night before entering Jerusalem, and

from there, He rode a donkey into the city while

crowds greeted Him with palm branches and shouts of
fiHosanna! 0 (Matthew 21:1 -11; Mark 11:1 -11; Luke
19:28 -44; John 12:12 -19).

Bethany is also the location of the event where a
woman anoints Jesus with expensive perfume. This
story is recorded in the Gospels of Matthew (Matthew
26:6 -13), Mark (Mark 14:3  -9), and John (John 12:1
8). In John & Gospel, the woman is identified as Mary,
the sister of Lazarus.

According to the book of Acts , Bethany is the site of
Jesusbascension into Heaven. Jesus ascended from
the Mount of Olives, which is near Bethany (Acts 1:9
12).

60Got Questions. Your Questions. Biblical Answers. What is the significance of
Bethany in the Bible? www.gotquestions.org/Bethany-in-the-Bible.html




Jesusd Lessons from Bethany

NnSi x days before the Passover,

where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the

dead. Here a dinner was given i

served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at
the tablewith Hi mo (Joh-g). 12: 1

Bethany was a lovely place at the foot of the Mount of
Olives near Jerusalem. It was the perfect place for
Jesus to stay right before His triumphal entry into
Jerusalem. At this moment in time , the text tells us
that we are only six days away from Passover. Jesus
would be our Passover Lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7 ).

At the third hour (9:00 am), Israel & High priest tied
the Passover lamb to the altar for sacrifice. At that

exact moment outside the city walls of Jerusalem,

Jesus, the Lamb of God, was nailed to the cross.

For six hours both the Passover lamb and Jesus the
Lamb of God, awaited death. Finally, at the ninth hour
(3:00 pm), the High Priest ascended the altar in the

temple and sacrificed the Passover lamb. At that exact
moment from th e cross Christ & words thundered out
over the city of Jerusalem, filt is finished! o

Six days before Jesus became our Passover Lamb He
stayed in Bethany with His friends, Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus. Lazarus had just resurrected from the dead.

Il n John chapter 12 we are t
di nner i n JeMauha éervidp nwhite.Lazarus
was among those reclining at the table with Hi mo

(John 12:1 b-2).

AfLazarus was reclining.o0o Thi
enjoying himself, resting and relaxing with Jesus.
Sometimes, the hardest thing for us to do is to sit
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down with Jesus , relax , and simply enjoy time spent
with Him . Indeed, one of the most challenging things

we can do is to cease our  self-efforts and rest solely in
Jesusod0 unmerited favor.

Another time that Jesus visited Mary, Marth a, and
Lazarusd® house in Bethany 1is |re

In Luke 10 :38 -42 we discover that  Martha has a
disappointed expectation. Her sister is not helping her.
Il n Marthadés mind, Marjystsiting doi|ng
there at the feet of Jesus, while Martha is left to do all

the work . Martha has gotten so upset that the One
she started serving  (Jesus) , now treats Him like her
servant. A Lor d, d o n 0 that Mysisterhas teke
me to do the work by myself? [Te

Martha became distracted, disapproving, and now has
become demanding. Theseissues i n Mar t hae s || i
the byproducts of the bigger problem that Jesus is
going to transform in her life.

Like Martha, it is easy to think that God needs our
service, and we forget that He wants to fill us first
with His love . W e can easily elevate service over
worship, whereas worship (enjoying time in His
presence) fuels our mission and ministry.

Our appreciation of Giedtdéres di v n
precious to Him than all the service we can render

unto Him.  When you draw from  Jesus, you cannot
help but become a great giver and server.

Jesus says, fAMartha, Martha y|lou
troubled about many things. But one thing is needed,
and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be
taken away from he-#d2pJeSus ubke 10|: 4




saying Ma r t h amestwiae is expressing great
friendship with  her.

Marthads expectation of Mary
problem is her expectation of herself. Unless you learn

how to receive from God through Jesus, you will have

nothing to give to others. The difference between

Mary and Martha in this story is that Mary allowed

Jesus to be the giver.

So much of what we project as our expectation of
others is really what we thi
of ourselves . I f you believe that
tied to what you do for Him, you will become

distracted trying to serve Him instead of worshipping

and receiving from Hi m. | nst
expectations onto Mary, Jesus imparted a new

expectation unto Martha. This was a pivotal moment

in Martha 6 s |Martha approached Jesus with

concern, and in doing so, she received the Word of

God, which subsequently transformed her life . The
best place to take your frustrations to is God and
receive His Word over your frustration. Worship is
transformatio nal.

Ma r t h a owas chande@ by th e Word she receive d
from Jesus in Luke 10 .1 know her life is different now
because when we go backto  John 12 this same
scenario plays out again where a dinner was given in

Jesusd honor. John says Mafhat
served fiwhile Lazarus was among those reclining at
the table with Him.o0o This is

position Mary had with Jesus too. Something has

changed for Martha this time aroundas  Martha
understands that her service is providing the

opportunity for Lazarus to recline with Jesus. Now that
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her confusion about Goddbés exp
cleared up , her attitude changed  and her service led

to Mary anointing Jesusld fweaest
intended that she should save this perfume for the

day of My burialo (John 12:7)].

When you understand that what God wants from you

is time spent with you, inviting you to sit with Him like
Lazarus and absorb His teachings like Mary , worship
will be your response to His love and grace.

Bethphage Pronunciation: [bayth fag-ayd

Location: Bethphage is a Christian religious site on the
Mount of Olives east of historical Jerusalem.

Bethphage is about 2 kilomet ers (1.2 mi les) from the
modern village of al  -Azariya. Bethphage and Bethany
were neighboring villages located on the eastern slope

of the Mount of Olives, near Jerusalem. The distance
between them is estimated to be around 1 mile apart.
They were close enough that Jesus and His disciples
could travel between them easily, as described in the
Gospels during Jesus Oentry into Jerusalem (Matthew
21:1 -11; Mark 11:1 -11; Luke 19:28 -44). Bethphage
means house of unripe  figs. !

61Bethphage. www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethphage
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Scripture s that place Jesus at Bethphage:

Mark 11:1: fAs they approached Jerusalem and came
to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives,
Jesus sent two of His disciples... 0

Luke 19:29: fAs He approached Bethphage and
Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, He sent
two of His disciples..."

Luke 19:30: fGo to the village ahead of you
(Bethphage), and as you enter it, you will find a colt
tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and
bring it here. 0

This fulfilled the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9.
fiRejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter
Jerusalem! See, your  King comes to you, righteous

62yyww.israelandyou.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Bethany-Bethphage.jpg
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and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt,
the foal of a donkey. 0

Jesus 0 Lsfom Bethphage:

fiBethphage was known for delivering to the Temple
the first fruits of figs for the Passover, an omer
amount [dry weight] picked in an unripe state. This
gathering of unripe fruit would then sit in the Temple,
along with other first fruits [including grains], which
would be blessed on Shavuot , after a counting of fifty
days [the meaning of Pentecost]. The first day of that
counting takes place on the second day of the
Passover festival [16 Nisan]. This symbolism says the
disciples and other followers were the first fruits of
Jesus, who would be delivered to the temple as unripe
figs with His arrest, who would ripen as Apostles on
Pentecost Sund &y . o

The significance of Bethphage, meaning fhouse of
unripe figs, 6 becomes apparent when we recall the
story of Jesus cursing the fig tree, as described in
Mark & Gospel. It & noteworthy that Jesus would have
been close to Bethphage during this event.

Mark 11:12 -14: fiThe next day as they were leaving
Bethany, Jesus was hungry. Seeing in the distance a
fig tree in leaf, He went to find out if it had any fruit.
When He reached it, He found nothing but leaves,
because it was not the season for figs. Then He said to
the tree, May no one ever eat fruit from you again. 0
And His disciples heard Him say it.0

63R.T.Tippett. Mark 11:1-11 7 Understanding Bethphage, a donkey colt, and palm
branches. www.katrinapearls.com/post/mark-11-1-11-understanding-bethphage-a-
donkey-colt-and-palm-branches March 31, 2023.
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Middle Eastern ers who grew up around fig trees would
be able to tell you what is happening when the text
says, AiHe noticed a fig tree ion fu

fiwhen the fig leaves appear about the end of March,
they are accompanied by a crop of small knobs, called
tagsh, a sort of forerunner of the real figs. These

tagsh are eaten by peasants and others when hungry.
They drop off before the real fig is formed. But if the
leaves appear unaccompanied by tagsh, there will be
no figs that year. ~ So it was evident to our Lord when
He turned aside to see if there were any of these

tagsh on the fig  tree to eat for the time being, that the
absence of the tagsh meant that there would be no

figs when the time of figs came. For all its beautiful
display of foliage, it was a fruitless and hopeless

tree. 0

We know the approximate date when this event of
cursing the fig tree  occurred because it was just a few
days before Jesus was crucified. Jesus was crucified on
the day the Passover lambs were killed, and that is

always the 14th day of the first month in the Biblical
calendar. The first month has to start after but within

30 days of the Spring equinox. The cursing of the  fig
tree occurred in early Spring and there should have
been tagsh on the tree.

fiThen He sai d to the tree, fAMay no
from you ag Hisdiscigles Aeard Himsayit 0
(Mark 11:14).

64Sam Shamoun. www. A Series of Answers to Comon Questions. www.answering-
islam.org/Shamoun/q_jesus_figtree_curse.htm
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Jesus cursed the barren fig tree as a prophetic picture
of the curse unbelieving Israel had brought on itself.
The fig tree was in leaf so it appeared to be alive, but
had no fruit and would bear no fruit. Israel appeared
to be alive on the outside as well, but just like the
tree, the nation was bearing no fruit for God. In

| sr ael @ #shauld bage been the season for
bearing fruit because the Messiah was in their midst,
there should have been taqgsh,
recognize Him and were completely barren like the fig
tree.

AWhen evening came, Jesus and His disciples went out

of the city. In the morning, as they went along, they

saw the fig tree withered from the roots 0 (Mar k-1
20). The timing of the cursing of the fig tree to when

they returned to  find the tree withered from the roots

was only a single day. (Mark 11:14,20).

Fig trees grow to nearly 20 feet (6 meters) in height.

Pet er 0s rtethepmtheredetree  shows surprise:
ARabbi, |l ook! The fig tree yo
(Mark 14: 21b)! AHave faith in God, o
(Mark 14:22).

85www..bibleplaces.com/fig-trees/




Faith | ooks at something that i
believes that God is working on changing the outcome

(the tree is already dead) .Jesusd actions tegéd
move forward by faith believing that you will see the

fruit of your belief in God (Mark 11:22).

ATruly 1 tell you, I f anyone sa
throw yourself into the sea,0 a
their heart but believes that what they say will

happen, it will be done for them. Therefore | tell you,

whatever you ask for in prayer, bel ieve that you have

received it, and it will be yours 0 (Mark-28)1: 23

When you understand  what the fig tree symbolizes,
casting a mountain in the sea will make sense.

In Mark 11:20 the disciples remarked that the tree
was withered from the root. This was to demonstrate
that Israel was dead at its roots, meaning that their
religious leaders were the cause of their disease.

AThe mountain cast into the sea
such:
1 The sea is a metaphor for judgment
1 The mountain is a metaphor for the Temple
(Mark 11:23).
This is a prophecy and tells us that Jesus is the
true and final temple.

The temple is where you would go to find
Anforgivenesso but now forgivene
alone. There is no need for the Temple anymore.

Having grasped the contextual backdrop of the
narrative, understanding the symbolism behind the fig
tree and the significance of the mountain that has
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been cast into the sea, it becomes apparent that

praying for "mountains” to be cast into the sea might

seem nonsensical. But what some will do is bypass all

of th e previous verses and pull the nextverse out of
context : ATherefore, I tell y ou
prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be

y o u r(Mark 11:24). fiTherefore 0 t el | s yowus t h
have to include what was written before it.

The point Jesus is making is not about you believing

hard enough that you can make mountain s move, His
point is that whatever you ask in prayer, believe that

you will receive it, and it will be yours. Jesus refers to
requests aligned with God & will, confirming His Gospel
and glorifying His name. This understanding is

supported by preceding verses and further clarified in

the book of James.

James 4:1 -3 : Wliat causes fights and quarrels among
you? Dondét they come from you
within you? You desire but do not have, so you Kkill.

You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you

guarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not

ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because

you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what

you get on your pleasures. 0

James gives two reasons for not receiving from God.

1. AYou do not have because you do not ask God. 0
If we knew about how God felt about us and
that He only gives us things that are for our

good we 6 d p r ahgve aonfibence in the good
God will give us.




2. AiWhen you (do) ask, you do not receive,
because you ask with wrong motives, that you
may spend what you get on your pleasures. 0

If God gave you what you are asking forit  might not
be good for you

James says: fiYou do notreceive 0 (I a mb 3:nldy hold
of, to take whatisone & own, cl aim fér

fiBecause you ask with - wr ong mo t(kakesd s 0

improperly, wrong motives 67 fiso that you may spend

what you getonyouro  wn pleasures 6 (h BDd o)n B

pleasure 8. This is where the word hedoni sm comes
from.

James teaches us that in prayer, we should claim what
Christ has purchased for us to have through faith . We
should lay claim to divine health, wholeness, peace,

comfort, and joy, embracing what is rightfully ours in

Christ. By believing that God our Father delights in

granting us what Christ died to secure for us, we can
confidently receive these blessings.

86www..blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2983/niv/imgnt/0-1/
67www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2560/niv/imgnt/0-1/
88ywww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2237/niv/imgnt/0-1/
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Small Group Questions from Bethany and Bethphage

1. In what ways does Martha & initial response to
Jesus contrast with Mary's attitude of sitting at His

feet, and what lessons can we learn from this
comparison? Lazarus is reclining at the table with
Jesus, how does this image speak to the idea of

resting in God & presence and experiencing His grace?

2. How does Martha's journey from distraction and
frustration to a place of worship and service reflect a
broader theme of transformation in our relationship
with God?

3. What does the fig tree that was cursed represent?
How did Jesus know that it was not going to produce
any fruit?

4. What significance do you find in the fact that the fig
tree was withered from the roots, according to Mark
11:20? What connection might this have to our lives
and ability to produce fruit? (See John 15:5).

5. What is the mountain being cast into the sea a
metaphor for ? How has this already happened and
what does this mean for people who are living today?




Chapter 5:
Jerichods Miracl es

69www.ilarge.lisimg.com/image/7151894/1118full-jericho.jpg
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Jericho Pronunciation: [jer -i-koh]

Locaton i Jeri cho is | ocated in
the Jordan River to the east and Jerusalem to the

west. Jericho is among the oldest cities in the world,

and it is also the city with the oldest known defensive

wall . Archaeologists have unearthed the remains of
more than 20 successive settlements in Jericho, the

first of which dates back 11,000 years (to 9000 BCE).
Copious springs in and around the city have attracted
human habitation for thousands of years. Jericho is
described in the Bible as the ficity of palm trees a™
Jericho means ™ifiits moono.

Jericho in the Old Testament

7Owww.i.pinimg.com/originals/55/b3/e8/55b3e8234914654ca3957393dcf80a09.jpg
71Jericho. www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jericho
72ywww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h3405/niv/wlc/0-1/
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In Joshua 6, the famous story of the Battle of Jericho
is recounted, where the walls of the city collapsed
after the Israelites marched around the city for seven
days with the Ark of the Covenant.

Joshua 2 describes how Joshua sent spies into Jericho,
where they were hidden by Rahab, a prostitute, who

later helped them escape the city. Rahab is mentioned
in the New Testament in the book of Hebrews, where
she is commended for her faith (Hebrews 11:31) , and

in the book of James as an example of faith being
demonstrated through action (James 2:25).

Joshua 6:26 records Joshua & curse on the city of
Jericho: fAt that time Joshua pronounced this solemn
oath: dursed before the Lord is the one who
undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho: At the cost of
his firstborn son he will lay its foundations; at the cost
of his youngest he will set up its gates. 00

Jericho is also mentioned in several other Old
Testament books, including 1 Kings, 2 Kings, and
Nehemiah, often in the context of historical events or
genealogies.

_Ancient Jericho -+ =
Toward the end of the Bronze Age . G
e et T ]
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In Joshua Chapter 6, the story of the Battle of Jericho
is recounted. The city of Jericho was fortified with
massive walls, making it seemingly impenetrable.
However, following God & instructions, Joshua and the
Israelites marched around the city once a day for six
days, with priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant
and blowing trumpets. On the seventh day, they
marched around the city seven times, and at the
sound of the trumpets and a great shout, the walls of
Jericho miraculously collapsed, allowing the Israelites
to conquer the city.

Dr. Wood points to collapsed mud bricks from the city
wall that fell to the base of the retaining wall at
Jericho. His left foot rests on part of the fallen

wall. (Italian -Palestinian excavation, 1997, location
8.) 74

74lbid.
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The exterior of the retaining wall

Scriptures that place Jesus in Jericho:
1. Matthew 20:29: fAs Jesus and His disciples were
leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed Him. 0

2. Mark 10:46:  fiThen they came to Jericho. As Jesus
and His disciples, together with a large crowd, were
leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which

means @&on of Timaeus @, was sitting by the roadside
begging. 0 (See also Luke 18:35 -43).

3. fAiJesus ent aendwas padsengthraupho A
man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a
chief tax collector and was wea

"Slbid.
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Jesus mentions Jericho in His parable of the Good
Samaritan in Luke 10:30: fdesus replied, @& man was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes,

beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 60

This parable was relatable to J e s wsdience as
everyone knewofits pot ent i al dhismogdemass .
about 17 miles long and it was a very dangerous path

to travel. It was steep. Jerusalem is about 2300 feet

above sea level and Jericho, which is near the Dead

Sea, is about 1300 feet below sea level. This means

that a person traveling from these two towns would

travel on a wilderness, desolate road that dropped

3,600 feet i™m altitude. o

The narrowness, the ravines, the almost inaccessible

cliffs, the caverns, and the sudden turns in this road

made it ideal for thieves to ambush travelers and steal

their money. They could ambush their victims, and

quickly flee almost beyond the possibility of pursuit.

You took your life into your hands when you traveled

on this route. Travel was so bad that the road was

named, fiThe Red Way or the Bloody Way. 0 It was like
a gauntlet of greed and danger.

Jesusd Lessons from Jericho:
The year was about 33 A.D. when Luke 19:1 tells us
AJesus entered Jericho ano wa
Jesus is on His way to celebrate Passover, knowing He

will be crucified as our Passover Lamb.

Jericho the setting of Luke 19 is about 15 miles
northeast of Jerusalem near t

76Dr. Larry Petton. The Road from Jerusalem to Jericho. www.
sermoncentral.com/sermon-illustrations/101402/the-road-from-jerusalem-to-jericho-
by-dr-larry-petton March 20, 2022.




known as one of the oldest inhabited cities in the

wor |l d. ltdéds also the first
conquered when they arrived in Canaan after the y
escaped from Egypt some 1,400 years earlier. This is
the place where the walls fell as God gave Joshua
specific instructions for the men of war to march in
silence around the city once each day for six days. The
priests were to walk with t
and carrying the  Ark of the Covenant as a sign of
Godds presence among t hem.
they were to march around the city seven times. At

the appropriate signal, the priests were to blow their
trumpets, and the people were to give a mighty shout.
They did exactly as Joshua commanded, and on the
seventh day , the walls of Jericho crumbled . The
Israelites went in and took the city, destroying it
completely. Only Rahab and her family were spared.
She became a part of Jesusb
fiSalmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab,
Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,

Obed the father of Jesse . 0

Jericho where Jesus is has ties directly to His family

tree. Rahab was grafted into the line of Christ as a
Gentile. We find in the life of Rahab the inspiring story
of all sinners who have been saved by grac e.

Jericho was also known as an oasis city. Herod the

Great built his winter palace near here because of its

warm climate and freshwater springs. The Bible

describes Jerichoa s t he ACity of Pal
(Deuteronomy 34:3; Judges 1:16; 3:13; 2 Chronicles

28:15) .

city
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Jericho catered to the rich and powerful. NfnJesus
entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was

there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax
collector and was wed. thyo (L

Homeless outcasts often lined the roads in and out of
town because it was a good place to encounter the
well -to -do traders and political elites.

This is the scene that Jesus made His way through.

The chapter before (Luke 18) tells us that Jesus

doesndét ignore the pleas of t
ignoretheneedso f the rich either. f
approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the

roadsi de beggingo Jesus stopp
to be broughtto  Him. When he came near, Jesus

asked him, A" What do you want me to

Whil e Luke doesnot t el | us t hji

who he is in Mark 10:46. AThen they c¢came
As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large

crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus
(which means Ason of Timaeuso
roadsi de begglidAag.o ( Mar k

The timing of Bartimaeus being in Jericho IS no
coincidence . It is Passover. The main road to

Jerusalem ran right through Jericho. The Jewish Law
said that every male Jew over twelve years of age who
lived within 15 miles of Jerusalem must attend the
Passover (Exodus 23:17, Deuteronomy 16:16)

Bartimaeus is an intriguing name, though it & doubtful
if it was his actual name since Luke didn @ include it.
Instead, it likely originated as a derogatory nickname.

It was common to be referred to as fithe so n of your
father, 0 in this case, fison of Timaeus, 0 where fiBaro0 in

1A S
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Aramaic means fson0 a n d aelisiwould have been
Greek. The name Bartimaeus is unusual asitis a
combination of Aramaic and Greek words.

This hybrid word from Aramaic fibar6 me a nsonmagd
the Greek word ftimaios 06 me a n honagablé 0

|  d ohel@ve they are calling this beggar an
honorable son as a nickname . Instead, they are most
likely using the deviation of this name, bar -tim'ai
which means fison of the unclean, ¢ an allegorical
meaning based o n the belief that Gentiles are
spiritually blind.

The label given to this blind beggar, fiBartimaeus, 0 not
only emphasizes his physical blindness but also

suggests he is spiritually unclean and blind Gentile.
This nickname is undoubtedly cruel, highlighting his
perceived inferiority both in physical sight and spiritual
understanding.

ALord, | want t o Baetimaeosishamoutr epl i
to be given both physical and also spiritual sight.

fiJesus said to him,  dReceive your sight; your faith has
healed you. 6Immediately he received his sight and
followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw
it, they also praised God 0 (Luke 18:40 -43).

There is a connection to Bartimaeus and to the next
man we meet in the story Zacchaeus.

/A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was
a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 0 The word
wealthy fiplousios 0 means abounding in material

resources .’” Before encountering Jesus, Zacchaeus

“hwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g4145/niv/imgnt/0-1/
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possessed abundant material wealth, yet he was
spiritually impoverished (Luke 19:2).

Jesus, the very grace of God, meets with the poorest

of the poor in Bartimaeus and the richest of the rich,

Zacchaeus. Both men were outcasts in society. The

reason Jesus comes for them is declared by Jesus, ff o
the Son of Man came to seek a
(Luke 19:10).

AHe (Zacchaeus) wanted to see
because he was short he could not see over the

cr ow(@uke 19:3). Climbing a tree would have been

hum iliating for a grown man to do especially in the

cultural context of this day, and only would have

highlighted his shortness. Some people see their

disabilities, challenges, and weaknes ses, as
insurmountable obstacle s. While others will see their

lack, as a prime opportunity to receive an abundant
supply of Godds grace, Jesus

fiBut Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, ALook
Lord! Here and now | give half of my possessions to

the poor, and if | have cheated anybody out of

anything, Iwillpayb ack four times the
19:8).

What Zacchaeus just did is significant. He addressed

himself to the Lord which means (Messiah) and made

his confession to Him. Zacchaeus recognizes Jesus as
Messiah and also as his High Priest (Luke 19:8). The
result: AJesus said to him, ARToday
to this house, because this man, too, is a son of

Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to

save t hedLuke@%%9t -d0).

nd

(7]



Jesus offers salvation to all, the poorest of the poor
(Bartimaeus), and the richest in resources
(Zacchaeus).
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Small Group Questions from Jericho

1. Reflect on the significance of Bartimaeus 6name,
fison of Timaeus, 0 and its potential meaning as fison of
the unclean. 0 How does this illuminate the social and
spiritual dynamics of the time and the hope a blind
Gentile would have living in the first -century region of
Judea ?

2. Consider the parallel between Bartimaeus and
Zacchaeus. Both are marginalized figures in society

one is a blind beggar the other a despised wealthy tax
collector, yet they both received the salvation of the

Lord . What does this tell us about Jesus O6mission and
who He came to save?

3. Explore the transformation of Zacchaeus after
encountering Jesus  (Luke 19:8) . How does his
response reflect genuine repentance (changing

mind) and openthedoor tor ecei ve the Lor

salvation?

4. Discuss the significance of Jericho (in the Old
Testament) as the setting for these encounters with
Bartimaeus and Zacchaeus. How does the historical
context of Jericho add depth to the narrative?

5. Whose salvation story is more surprising to you
Barti maeus or Zacchaeus? Whi
relates cl oser to your salvation story and why is that?
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Chapter 6:
Exploring Ephraim

The foothills of Ephraim

8www.a.openbible.info/geo/images/512/m01c51b.i3a3461.jpg
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Ephraim  Pronunciation: [ef-rah-im']

& Qe Huleh ® Ephraim is a
> - jeawaNms | ity or village
b"z' Ch
orazin ¢ | i
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the same place

as Ophrah (Joshua 18:23), Ephron (2 Chronicles
13:19) , and the modern Palestinian - Christian city of

Taybeh. &

Ephraim means double fruitfulness. 81 fAThe second son
he named Ephram and sai d, #Alt 1is be

Swww.i.pinimg.com/originals/77/81/91/7781916ca05915cf45f0d1b0b54356d2.jpg
80www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ephraim_in_the_wilderness
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made me fruitftul i n the | and of my suffe

41:52).

Ephraim the town was located with in the territory of
the tribe of Ephraim.

Ephraim was the younger son of Joseph, and his
descendants formed one of the twelve tribes of Israel.
The territory of Ephraim was located in the central
region of the land of Israel, to the north of Jerusalem.

In the OId Testament, Ephraim is often mentioned in
connection with the tribe of Manasseh, which together
with Ephraim were the sons of Joseph. The land
allotted to the tribe of Ephraim was a significant part
of the inheritance of the Israelites in the promised
land.

Jesus and H is disciples went to Ephraim after there
was a plot to kill  Him.

John 11:45 -53: fTherefore many of the Jews who had
come to visit Mary,  and had seen what Jesus

did, believed in Him. But some of them went to the
Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. Then
the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting  of
the Sanhedrin. iWhat are we accompl i shi
asked. @ He Manpe orming masy signs. If we
let Him go on like this, everyone will believe in Him,
and then the Romans will come and take away both

our templ e and Tlenone of thami mamed 0O
Caiaphas, whowas High Priest that year, spoke up,
AYou know not KoudgnotaetlizeaHatlitls
better for you that one man die for the people than

8lywww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2187/niv/imgnt/0-1/
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that the whole nation peri sh.

his own, butas  High Priest that year he prophesied

that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, and not

only for that nation but also for the scattered children
of God, to bring them together and make them

one. So from that day on they plotted to take His life.

Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly

among the people of Judea. Instead He withdrew to a

region near the wilderness, to a village called
Ephraim,where He st ayed with Hi

Jesus departed Ephraim shortly before His final
Passover, arriving in Bethany six days before the
Passover (John 12:1).

S

di

ATherefore the chief priests
convened a council, and were
doing? For this man is perfor

I n Mat t he wbo,sitisahe chefipmests and the
elders who plot to kill Jesus (Matthew 26:3). This plot
involved the whole ruling council or Sanhedrin with
only a few dissenters (Luke 23:50 -51).

Jesus had performed miracles since the beginning of
His ministry, but it was the raising of Lazarus that
encouraged many to believe in Him (John 11:45).

ARSo from that day on they
Hi mo (John 11:53).

On several occasions , people plotted or tried to
murder Jesus (Matthew 26:59, Mark 14:55, Luke
4:30, 22:2, John 5:18, 7:19, 25). But none

pl a
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succeeded. Jesus would freely lay down His life for all.
No one would take it from Him (John 10:18). 8

82paul Ellis. The Grace Commentary. www.thegracecommentary.com/john-
11/#john11v53
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Small Group Questions from Ephraim

1. Reflecting on the statement that fino one would
take [Jesus 0Olife] from Him 0 (John 10:18), what does
this concept of voluntary sacrifice teach us about the

sacrifice Jesus made for us? How does this deepen
your wunderstanding of Godods

2. Considering the plot to kill Jesus initiated by the
religious leaders, why do you think they felt

threatened by Jesus d@miracles and teachings? How
does their response contrast with the response of

those who witnessed Jesus  Omiracles and believed in
Him? What did the religious leaders stand to lose
compare d to what did the people stand to gain?




The Region of Galilee

Galilee

Chorozain «

Gerasa

Samaria

Location: The region of Galilee was located in the
northern part of ancient Israel. It was a diverse and
fertile region with varied landscapes, including
mountains, hills, valleys, and the Sea of Galilee (Lake
Kinneret). The boundaries of Galilee varied throughout
history, but generally, it encompassed the area
between the Mediterranean Sea in the west, the
Jordan River in the east, and roughly extending from
the northern border of ancient Samaria to the
southern border of Lebanon.

83yww.goodnews.ie/provinceofgalilee.jpg
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Here are some Scriptural references that place Jesus
in various places in the Galilean region.

Matthew 2:22 -2 3 : ABut when he
was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod,
he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a
dream He withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he
went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what
was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that
would be called a Nazarene. 0

Matthew 4:12:  ANow when he heard that John had
been arrested, He with drew into Galilee. 0

Matthew 4:23:  fAnd He went throughout all Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
Gospel of the Kingdom and healing every disease and
every affliction among th

Matthew 21:11: AANnd the ¢
prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee. 60

Matthew 26: 32: i But after
before you to Galilee.o

Matthew 28:7: nAThen go qu
that He has risen from the dead, and behold, He
going before you to Galilee; t here you will see Him.
See, | have told you. 0

Mar k 1:14: ANow after Joh
into Galil ee, procl ai ming

Mark 1:21:  fAnd they went into Capernaum, and
immediately on the Sabbath He entered the
synagogue and was teaching. 0
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Mar k 1: 39: AAnd He went thr
preaching in their synagogues and casting out
demons. o0

Mark 6:1: AHe went away fro
hometown (located in Galilee) , and His disciples
followed Him. 0o

Mark 7:24: fAnd from there (a region of Galilee) He
arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon.
And He entered a house and did not want anyone to
know, yet He could not be hidden. o]

Mark 9:30: AThey went on fr
through Galilee. And He did not want anyone to
Kknow. o

Mark 14 : 2 8: iBut after I am
you to Galilee.o

Luke 4:14: AAnd Jesus retur
Spirit to Galilee, and a report about Him went out
through all the surrounding

John 2:11: AThis, the first
Cana in Galilee, and manifested His glory. And His
di sciples believed in Him.o

John 7:1: #AAfter this Jesus
would not go about in Judea, because the Jews were
seeking to kil Hi m. o

Location: The region of Galilee, also kno wn as the
Galilee of the Gentiles, was located in the northern

part of ancient Israel. It was a diverse and fertile

region with varied landscapes, including mountains,
hills, valleys, and the Sea of Galilee (Lake Kinneret).
The boundaries of Galilee varied throughout history,
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but generally, it encompassed the area between the
Mediterranean Sea in the west, the Jordan River in the
east, and roughly extending from the northern border
of ancient Samaria to the southern border of Lebanon.
Galilee traditionally refers to the mountainous part,
divided into Upper Galilee and Lower Galilee

Galilee |
Lebanon /Pan::aizle
2
Nahariya ‘ Upper ngé‘r: '57
) 7]
[ ] 1
Galilee Y :
Karmi'el ® ©
/_/\' (O]

Galilee Tiberia
Nazareth
@

84

fiGalilee refers to all of the area s north of the Mount
Carmel -Mount Gilboa ridge and south of the east -west
section of the Litani River. It extends from the Israeli

coastal plain and the shores of the Mediterranean Sea

with Acre in the west, to the Jordan Rift Valley to the

east; and from the Litani in the north plus a piece

bordering on the Golan Heights all the way to Dan at

the base of Mount Hermon in the northeast, to Mount
Carmel and Mount Gilboa in the south. This definition
includes the plains of the Jezreel Valley north of Jenin

84ywww.upload.wikimedia.chinapedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/c/ce/Lower_Ga
lilee_map.svg/1200px-Lower_Galilee_map.svg.png




and the Beth Shean Valley, the valley containing the
Sea of Galilee, and the Hula Valley, although it usually
does not include Haifa's immediate northern suburbs.
By this definition , it overlaps with much of the
administrative Northern District of Israel and with
Southern Lebanon. 6%

Some of the key cities and towns in ancient Galilee
included:

1. Tiberias

. Capernaum
. Nazareth

. Cana

. Magdala

. Bethsaida

. Chorazin

. Sepphoris

. Gennesaret
10. Nain

©O© 00 ~NO O b WDN

Galilee was known for its agricultural productivity,
fishing industry (especially around the Sea of Galilee),
and trade routes connecting it with other regions. It
was also a region of cultural and religious diversity,
with a mix of Jewish and Gentile populations.

85Galilee. www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galilee
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Chapter 7:
Nazareth & the Nile

86ywwuw.static1.evcdn.net/images/reduction/166217_w-1200_h-630_q-70_m-
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Nazareth  Pronunciation: [naz (' )r' TH]

~

: g [ -

Mediterranean |~ ¢ tGlan & fJesus of

Sea j ] Heights .
phrase occurring

Nazareth r {Y RIA" seventeen times in the
. New Testament, has
fwes: identified a small,
!

/ Bank JORDAN  ynwalled town in
southern Galilee with
ISR AEL d,\.lerusalem

Gaza Jesus for all time.
Strip J/_/{
U MILES Location: some fifteen

miles west of the Sea of
Galilee and twenty miles
east of t he Mediterranean Sea, Nazareth had a
population between two hundred and four hundred
people at the beginning® of

Sources: AP, ESRI Associated Press

Nazareth was such an insignificant town that Nazareth
is not mentioned in the Old Testament. The exact
origins of Nazareth are not definitively known, but it
was likely established as a small agricultural village in
the region of Galilee. It is believed to have been
settled by Jewish families during the Hellenistic period
(around the 3rd century BC), and it is mentioned in
ancient texts such as the Talmud.

Matthew 2: 23: AAnd He went
called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said

through the prophets, that He would be called a
Nazarene. o

87ywww.s.hdnux.com/photos/12/22/37/2697163/8/1200x0.jpg

88\What was Nazareth Like in the First Century? www.christ.org/questions-and-

answers/what-was-nazareth-like-in-the-first-century/
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nHe wil |l be called a Nazar ene|.

found in the Old Testament. Matthew uses the word
Aprophet so, rsuggestipgtiattisadt a
direct quote. Rather, it represents a summary of what
several prophets have said.

There are three main interpretations of this verse.

First, Matthew might be | inki

with the Hebrew word finetser,

sprout, o0 which was commonly a
Messiah. This association is based on the similarity

bet ween the consonants of fNa
and the idea that Jesus, emerging from the obscure

village of Nazareth, fulfills the prophetic image of the

Branch (Isaiah 11:1).

A second possibility is that Matthew is referring to a
prophecy not found in the Old Testament but known to
his original audience. However, this is less likely due to
a lack of evidence.

A third interpretation suggests that Matthew is using
fiNazarene 0 to connote being fdespised and rejected. 0
In the first century, Nazareth had a negative

reputation among Jews, and if this is Matthew's

emphasis, he may be alluding to Jesus O6background as
someone scorned by  His own people. This

interpretation is supported by passages such as Psalm

22:6 -7 and Isaiah 53:3, which describe one who is

despised and rejected, fitting Jesus O6association with
Nazareth. 89

89Got Questions. Your Questions. Biblical Answers. What prophecy is Matthew
2:23 referring to regarding Jesus being a Nazarene?
www.gotquestions.org/Matthew-2-23-Jesus-Nazarene.html




We do not know the exact age Jesus was when He left
Nazareth but it was probably around the age of 30 as

Luke 3:23 tellsus  Jesus was about thirty ~ when His
public ministry began. In Luke 2:41 -52, there is an
account of Jesus visiting Jerusalem with His family for

the Passover when He was twelve years old, so we

know that atage 12 Jesus was still living in Nazareth.

We are not 100% certain that between the ages of 12 -
30, Jesuso6family continued to live in Nazareth but this

is probably the case as shortly a fter when Jesus

return ed to Nazareth He is still widely recognized

(Matthew 13:55, Mark 6:3). There is no other

placement of Mary recorded in the Scriptures.

Jesus left Nazareth most likely at the beginning of His
public ministry. After Jesuso6 f
water into wine in Cana Jesus stays for a few days in

Capernaum (John 2:12) before heading to Jerusalem

to clear the Temple courts.

Jesus returned to His hometown at least twice. The
first visit is mentioned in Luke 4:16 -30, where Jesus
retu rns to Nazareth, enters the synagogue on the
Sabbath, reads from the scroll of Isaiah, and

proclaims that the Scripture is fulfilled in their hearing.
However, the people of Nazareth reject ed Jesus, they
drove Him to the edge of the cliff intending to throw
Him off but He walked right through the crowd and

went on His way.

The second visit is recorded in Matthew 13:54 -58 and
Mark 6:1 -6. In these passages, Jesus returns to

Nazareth and teaches in the synagogue. However, the
people of Nazareth express astoni shmentat His
wisdom and miracles, but they also take offense at
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Him because of His humble origins, leading Jesus to
remark, A prophet is not without honor except in his
own town and in his own home. 0 As a result, Jesus
does not perform many miracles there because of

their lack of faith.

Egypt
Jesus also lived in Egypt  when he was a young child.

fAccording to (some) historical sources, Jesus
Joseph, and Mary lived in Matareyah when they
were in Egypt. It is believed that Jesus sought
refuge in Egypt for three -and-a-half years in
hiding . 6%

Although the Scriptures do not specify the exact
location where Jesus resided in Egypt, Matthew
chapter two provides evidence that Jesus indeed
lived in Egypt, fulfilling an Old Testament prophecy
and being led there by an angel of the Lord.

AWhen they had g ofthe Lordeappeaaed g e |
toJosephinadream. A Get wup, 0 he said,
child and His mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there

until | tell you, for Herod is going to search for the
child to kil!l Hi m. 0 So he got
mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he
stayed until the death of Herod. And so was

fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet:

AOut of Egypt | called Mp). Son|.
This divine -led movement to Egypt was prophesied in
Hosea1l:l. A"When | sr ael Wwlaved him,c hi |
and out of Egypt | called My

Egypt and then called out of Egypt was foreshadowed

90Jesus in Egypt. www biblestudytools.com/classics/andrews-the-life-of-our-lord-
upon-the-earth/part-i/jesus-in-egypt.html.
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in the life of Abraham and Moses. During a famine in
the land, we read that Abram went down to Egypt to
reside there temporarily due to the severity of the

famine (Genesis 12:10). This move foreshadowed

Jesus Christ who is the fulfillment of the Abrahamic
Covenant.

Mosesd® mother took him to safet
Jesus 0 par elimtosafetyondgypt (Matthew
2:13 -23). %

J e s ulseéson s from Nazareth:

Mark 6:1 -6 : Jeéus left there and went to His
hometown, accompanied by His disciples. When the
Sabbath came, He began to teach in the

synagogue, and many who heard Him were amazed.

AWhere did this Man get these t
AWhat 6s this wisdom that has be
are these remarkable miracles He is performing? | snodt
this the carpenter? I sndt this

brother of James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon? Ar endt
His sisters here with us?0 And
Him. Jesussaidtothem, A A prophet 1is not
honor except in his own town, among his relatives and

i n his o wrHe tooldmet.dmany miracles there,

except lay His hands on  a few sick people and heal

them. He was amazed at their | ack

Anlt was His hometown but it was
was their synagogue and they did not receive Him.

This was the last time Matthew mentioned Jesus

teaching in a%synagogue. 0

91Dr. Matthew Webster. The Courage to Hope: A Guide to Thrive in Turbulent
Times. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2024.
92Paul Ellis. www.thegracecommentary.com/matthew-13/#matthew13v54
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AThe reaction i n the synagogu
of astonishment. Luke says they were flamazed at the
gracious words that came from His lips. 0 The word

fiamazed 0 is fit h a u ma z Wonder, marvel, be

astonished , (the context determines whether in a

good or bad sense).  They had never heard Jesus as a

public speaker or as ateacher before . His life among

them had been as a carpenter, never a public figure.

This was an enti rely new role, and they were, as

Matthew and Mark put it fiastonished, (e k p | € ® sb&
amazed, overwhelmed (Matthew 13:54; Mark 6:2).

Jesus6gr aci ous words we¥e i mpres

Not only did Jesus come to Nazareth; He brought His
disciples with Him, and He ar rived to teach and heal.
His time there reflected His care for places of every

size, big and smal/l. Mar k 6:
about among the villages teac
describesJesus asmi ni stering in Avil

the] countrysideodo (Mark 6:56)].

(a good translation of the word for countryside ). %

Jesusd ministry wa sHisnlisaiondoct er
save the lost and bring salvation to all people. He

traveled to various places, from large cities to small

villages, to proclaim the Gospel and demonstrate the

Kingdom of God through His teachings, miracles, and

acts of compassion. For example, He taught in

Jerusalem (Matthew 21:23), the religious and political

center of Judea, where He engaged with religious

93Dr. Ralph F. Wilson. Jesus Walk Bible Study Series. Jesus' Rejection at Nazareth
(Luke 4:20b-30). www.jesuswalk.com/luke/007-rejection.htm

94Stephen Witmer. Small-Town Savior. For Discouraged Pastors in Forgotten
Places. November 20, 2019. www.desiringgod.org/articles/small-town-savior




leaders and challenged their teachings. In Jerusalem,
He also performed miracles, such as healing the blind
and lame (John 9:1  -12, Matthew 21:14  -15).

Jesus also ministered in smaller towns and villages
throughout Galilee and Judea. These places were often
overlooked by others but held great significance to
Jesus. For instance, He visited Capernaum, a small
fishing village on the Sea of Galilee, where He

performed numerous miracles and taught in the
synagogue (Mark 1:21  -34, Luke 4:31 -37). Similarly,
he visi ted Bethany, a small village near Jerusalem,
where he had close relationships with individuals such
as Mary, Martha, and Lazarus (John 11:1 -44).

There were many  nearby towns and villages along the

way where Jesus traveled throughout Galilee,

preaching t he dJesusdepliade wisL.et fus go
somewhere else 0§ to the nearby villages & so | can

preach there also. ThatSoiHe why
traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their

synagogues and driving out dem&hso (

Despi te J éoandachingsaad miraculous
deeds, His hometown of Nazareth rejected Him due to
their lack of faith. The people initially marvel at His

wisdom and miraculous powers, but they stumble over

his humble origins and take offense at Him. Jesus

because of their lack of faith could not perform many
miracles there.

The key to faith is found in looking to the source of
fathoJesus. As the Bible says, idaf
Jesus, the author and perfecter
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12:2). Your faith to believe is found in Jesus! The
Ampl i fied Bible puts it this
all that will distract] to Jesus, who is the

Leader and the source of our faith [giving the first

incentive for our belief] and is also its Finisher

[ bringing it to maturity and
of Nazareth were distracted b
beginning living among them as Athe carpen
that they missed the opportunity to receive their

miracle of salvation.




Small Group Questions from Nazareth

1. How does Jesus 0Oreception in Nazareth, His
hometown, compare and contrast with His reception in
other places where He ministered? Think of places like
Capernaum (Matthew 8) and also Bethsaida (Luke
10:13).

2. What significance do you find in the fact that Jesus
brought His disciples with Him to Nazareth?

3.Inwhat different ways did Jesus minist er in varied
settings, such as cities  (Matthew 21:12 -13), villages
(Mark 10:13 -16), and countryside areas  and lakes
(Mat thew 13:1 -9)?

4. Even though the people of Nazareth marveled at

Jesus 0 whpdogauthinkt hey still stumbled over
His humble origins?

5. What can we learn from Hebrews 12:2 about the
importance of fixing our eyes on Jesus as the source
and perfecter of our faith, especially in moments of
doubt or distraction?
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Chapter 8:
Canabs Cel ebrati on
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Q72 Y "\ ’ ~ % Cana

' DL Pronunciation:
(kan -ah")
| Location: The
~L traditional site is
at Kefr-Kenna, a
small village
some three to
four miles
northeast of
Nazareth, on the
| road to Tiberias.
It lies on the
south side of the
- plain called Sahl
To r §duja centto arange of hills, and has a good
spring, but not the marshes and reeds expected from
its name which means place of reeds. 97 HAN
alternative site, Khirbet Qana, is 8 miles northwest of
Nazareth and 12 miles west of the Sea of Galilee. It is
high on a hill overlooking the Bet Netofa valley.

Nazarethf.v >
“p PRV sy
= £ i =
i < ! Nain
¥ S &4

b

Cana of Galilee is the place where Jesus attended a
wedding performing H s first public miracle of turning
water into wine. This event marks the beginning of His
public ministry and the manifestation of His glory to

His disciples.

Right after the wedding, according to John 2:12, Jesus
goes to Capernaum , and with Him are  His disciples,
but also His mother and His brothers. This implies the
whole family, including the brothers (and thus the

%Bwww.biblicalstudies.info/map_cana.jpg
9www.biblehub.com/dictionary/c/cana.htm
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sisters) were not only at the wedding but are now

temporarily traveling with  Him. They go to

Capernaum, where Hesetsupakind offir esi deng
operational headquarters , according to the tradition

that Mark has received (see Mark 2:1; 3:19; 9:33 and

the references to the house a
Mark never mentions Cana but John mentions it again

when Jesus returns from a trip to Judea, where He
stirred up a considerable amount of trouble and needs

some place to go. He and His disciples go back to

Cana (John 4:46). Why go back t o Cana if the first

visit was just for a wedding and had no connection to

Hi m ?800ne proposed theory is that since the

wedding is held in Cana, it could very well be the

wedding of one of . Ahevenmdder br ot
theory is that perhaps Jesusb6
family member of  Nathanael since it was his

hometown (John 2:12) |, thus accounting for it being

held in thatvilage. ®*Because Mary, Jesu
told that the wedding party is out of wine (John 2:3),

she is playing the role of host. One of the key
responsibilities of the host, which could include the

mother of the bride or other family members, was to

provide an adequate supply of food and drink for the

guests. This makes it plausible that Jesus was at the

wedding of one of His siblings.

John refers to Cana as Cana of Galilee (John 2:1,11,
4:46) probably to differentiate it from Cana of the
tribe of Asher (Joshua 19:28). As you can see from
the map showing the land belonging to each of the
twelve tribes of Israel, that the land of Asher including

98James Tabor. Biblical Archaeology Society. Mark and John: A Wedding at
Canad Whose and Where? biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-
bible/jesus-historical-jesus/mark-and-john-a-wedding-at-cana-whose-and-where/
February 1, 2024.

%lbid.




Cana would have been in the region of Syro -Phoenicia
and not the region of Galilee. Cana of Galilee is not
mentioned in the Old Testament.

THE TWELVE TRIBES
OF ISRAEL
Around 1200-1050 B.C.
(according to the Book of Joshua)
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100www.upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/c/c2/12_Tribes_of Israel_
Map.svg/673px-12_Tribes_of_Israel_Map.svg.png
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Jesusd Lessons from Cana:

fiOn the third day a wedding took place at Cana in
Galilee. Jesusod mot(herh nwas 1t)h

Cana was a part of the Promised Land that God led His
people into, it was a town in Galilee. So , iImagine you
are a guest at the wedding, you take a moment to

step out on the terrace  -this is the sight that you

behold.

101

This is a beautiful place to get married.

fiand Jesus and  His disciples had also been invited to
thewedding 6 (John 2:2).

There is one notable person who is missing . Joseph.
Since Joseph is not mentioned at this very important

family wedding it is safe to assume that Joseph has
already died. B ecause Mary was concerned about and
privy to a private issue within the wedding party (John

1owww.everydaylivingdotme. files.wordpress.com/2015/03/116.jpg
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2:3) that the wine is gon e and the fact that even

Jesusod disciples received a spe
that either the bride or the groom is close to ora part

of Ma r yfansly.

When Mary tells Jesus the wine
response might surprise you. AWoman, why do Yy
i nvol veldesusrephed fiMy hour has not
c o0 me(dohn 2:4). The Greekterm Jesus used to

address His mother is g y nwhich is similar to us

calling someoe fda | adyo.

The other time Jesus uses this Greek word in
applicationto Mary is at His crucifixion. This is
because this miracle is to poin

fiWhen Jesus saw His mother, and the disciple whom
He loved standing near, He said to His mother,
AWoman, behol d,(Johndu26 )lsono

AWhy do you i nThisphrase oches?ive
other times in the New Testament and every time it is
spoken by a demon to Jesus when Jesus intrudes in
their domain and starts to exert power in an area
where they use d to be in control (Matthew 8:29).

A

JesusO response to Mar
to exert power in an area that she doesn 6
control over.

y strgimgms t
t have

There was a fal se asdaytmghhis on i n
physical family had an inside track of receiving His

blessing . Luke 11:27 -2 8 r e ¢ & walsn ifithe

crowd raised her voice and said
the womb that bore You, and the breasts at which You

nur sed!He Buwtid, 6Bl essed rather

102pwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g1135/kjv/tr/0-1/
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hear the word of Guke14:27d -2B)e e p
Another time a person said to Jesus
Your brothers are outside, seeking You. 6 Hend
answer ed t hem,Mymoteranda rMg
brothers?d And | ooking about

Him, He sai d, O6éHere are my mothe

(Mark 3:32 -34)!

fiHi s mot her said to the sHervali
t el | s Ngaoby stand six stone water jars, the kind
used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each

holding from twenty to thirty gallons 0 (Joh-8). 2: 14

These are large vessels not for drinking but for
washing with.  Here is a ceremonial first  -century
washing jar.

103

103yww.1.bp.blogspot.com/_MrroSBPpPTg/TNb4f54g0LI/AAAAAAAAAKQ/RK|fC2a
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There were a total of six jars. In Hebrew numerology

the number six is often associated with imperfection

or incompleteness in  Biblical numerology  since s ix
often refers to the works of man . By transforming
water from these six jars into wine, Jesus is
symbolizing the transition from the incomplete

fulfi [Iment of man within the Old Covenant to the
fullness and perfection of the New Covenant in Him.

Big vessels for ceremonial washing typically held
between 20 to 30 gallons. Because there are six of
these jars, Jesus made between 120 to 180 gallons

of

wine. Jesus made the equivalent of between 600 and

900 of our modern  -day wine bottles for this wedding.

According to Josephus, a Jewish historian of the time,
there were 240 villages scattered throughout Galilee.

The average village might be no more than a few

acres with a population of a few hundred souls.

(Larger villages called towns might cover ten acres or
more and were often walled in.). 104 What this tells us

A

isthat Jesusd supply iIis an abWwWndant

AJesus said to the servant s, i Fi
so they filled them to the brim 0 (JohnlJe&us 7)

desires that you and I, would be like those jars and
receive from Him to the fullest.

Jesus chooses to use water jars that were appointed

for fApurificat iHsmeathadteulimate nt t o

purification for sins. His blood/ the wine would nullify
and replace the Jewish purification rituals of the
washing of water.

104Charles Pope. What Were Vill ageswiwm. ke in
blog.adw.org/2017/03/villages-like-jesus-day/ March 27, 2017.

Jesusod
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Before Jesus performs His first public miracle Jesus

saysto Hismother ,Ai My hour has not ye

hour is the hour of  His death when He will die for
sinners and make purification for sins.

fithen He t ol d t hem, ANow draw so

to the master ofTheyhlidsob andthei et .

master of the banquet tasted the water that had been

turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come

from, though the servants who had drawn the water

knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said,
AEveryone brings out the choi
the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much

to drink; but you have s@ohed
2:8 -10).

In Jewish culture , the groom was responsible for the

wine at his wedding. It was the groom 0 shortcoming
that let the wedding  to run out of wine (John 2:9 -10).
The first miracle Jesus does is to complete what the
bridegroom at a wedding could not do to show that

Jesus is the ultimate Bridegroom to the Church.

As the Ultimate Purifier, Jesus r eplaced a n Old
Testament ritual once  and for all with  His blood. There
is one way to be pure before God 0 purified by His
blood. And as the all -providing Bridegroom , Jesus

never f ails to give us what we
miracle was to show that His sacrifice was all - sufficient
and that He is the perfect, all - providing husband to

His bride, the church.
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Small Group Questions from Cana

1. How does Jesus Oresponse to Mary's request to

intervene in the wine shortage challenge traditional

notonsof who i s deserving of Godods
receiving His blessings? (See Luke 11:27 -28 and Mark

3:32 -34).

2. When Jesus addressed Mar y @ynoh how does
this point to His death? How is this related to the
turning of water into wine?

3. Reflecting on the symbolism of the six stone water

jars used for ceremonial washing, how does Jesus 0
transformation of water into wine signify a transition

from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant?

4. Considering the vast quantity of wine produced by

Jesus at the wedding, what message do you think this
abundance communicates about Jesus Onature and His
ability to provide for our needs?

5. In what ways does Jesus 6command to fill the jars

to the brim reflect His desire for us to receive from

Him abundantly? The master of the banquet & praise
for the quality of the wine produced by Jesus contrasts
with the typical sequence of serving wine at weddings.
How does t his praise emphasize Jesus 0&role as the
ultimate provider and fulfiller of needs?
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Chapter 9:
Capernaum: A Center fo

Thefoundati on of what i s bel

105www.biblicalarchaeology.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/house-of-peter-in-
capernaum.jpg

106www. praysonal.com/wp-content/uploads/Blog-pics-
1200X800/Praysonal_Blog_Capernaum-1024x683.jpg
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Capernaum  Pronunciation: [kuh -per-nay-uhm ]
9 Af 107

Location: Capernaum was
a fishing village
established during the
time of the Hasmoneans |,
located on the northern
shore of the Sea of
Galilee. Ithad a
population of about 1,500

) - in the 1st century AD. 108
Capernaum was an anC|ent flshlng village located on
the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee in the region
of Galilee in Israel. The exact location of ancient
Capernaum is believed to be at a site called Tell Hum,
which is about 3 kilometers (1.9 miles) west of the
Jordan River and about 10 kilometers (6.2 miles)
southwest of the city of Tiberias. Today, Tell Hum is an
archaeological site that preserves the ruins of the
ancient village, including a synagogue that is believed
to date back to the time of Jesus.

Matthew identifies Capernaum as
ministry. Matthew 9:1.: fJesus stepped into a boat,

crossed over and came to His own town

(Capernaum) .0 The Scriptures re
different ministry events that happened in Capernaum
during Jesusd6 public ministry.
19 times in the Gospels. Notably, four of Jesus o]

disciples, including Peter, Andrew, James, and John

107www.bibleatlas.org/area/capernaum.jpg
108Capernaum. www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capernaum
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were fishermen from this town. Capernaum is the first

place Jesus goes to after launching His public ministry

with the miracle of turning water into wine in Cana

(John 2:12). Capernaum means village of comfort. 109
Capern aum was the town where Jesus performed the

most amount of recorded miracles.

First - century historian Flavius Josephus wrote this
about Ca p e dtanaturens woriderful as well as
its beauty; its soil is so fruitful that all sorts of trees
can grow upon it, and the inhabitants accordingly
plant all sorts of trees there; for the temper of the air
is so well mixed, that it agrees very well with those
several sorts, particularly walnuts, which require the
coldest air, flourish there in vast plenty; there are

palm trees also, which grow best in hot air; fig trees
also and olives grow near them, which yet require an
air that is more temperate. One may call this place the
ambition of nature, where it forces those plants that
are naturally enemies to one another to agree
together; it is a happy contention of the seasons as if
every one of them laid claim to this country; for it not
only nourishes different sorts of autumnal fruit beyond
mends expectation but preseryv
supplies men with the principal fruits, with grapes and
figs continually, during ten months of the year and the
rest of the fruits as they become ripe together through
the whol &% year. o

109w ww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2584/niv/imgnt/0-1/
110Flavius Josephus. THE JEWISH WAR, Book 3, Chapter 10:8

e s



Jesusd Lessons from Capernaum:
The message of Capernaum  (the village of comfort )

where Jesus performed the mostrecorded miracles , is

that Jesus is the place of our comfort. APraise be t
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the

Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who

comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort

those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves

receive from Godo (-2). Corinthian

In the Gospel of Matthew (Matthew 8:14 -15),it &
recorded that Jesus ente  red Peter & house in
Capernaum and healed his mother -in-law who was
sick with a fever. This healing demonstrated Jesus 0
power and authority over sickness and disease,

bringing comfort and relief not only to Peter & family
but also to the community of Capernaum. The beauty
lies in the disciples' immediate action of informing

Jesus about Peter's ailing mother -in-law.

Matt hewds account oih-l Bevbesr e amo
thi Whedt Jesus came int besBeter 6s
Pet er 60s -imdatvlyiegrin bed wi th afever. He

touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got

up and began to wait on Hmo ( Matt helM) 8: 14

Mar kés account of t Assoomasrthey he al
left the synagogue, they went with James and John to

the home of Simon and And-mew. S
law was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told

Jesus about her. So  He went to her, took her hand ,

and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to

waitonthem o ( Mar k-31L: 29
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And lastly, in Luke 4:38 -39 fiJesus left the synagogue

and went to the home of Si me n|.

in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked
Jesus to help her.  So He bent over her and rebuked
the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began
to wait on them. 0

They all say just about the same thing but there are
some unique details to gain from each.

Matthewds focus is on the tou
fever is gone .

Mark mentions Jesus lifting her € Jesus touched her
and lifted her and her fever was gone

Luke tells of Jesus bending over her and rebuk ing the
fever and it left her

RebukegifdiomdT t o!'lflesusisiorbidding
the sickness to conti AnnFreawas P
body.

According to Matthew, Mark, and Luke and their

unigue perspective on this healing, t he fever was gone
when Jesus touched her, lifted her , and rebuked th e
sickness.

The moment she was healed she ministered. Healed
people bring healing t.o other

Another time Jesus went to Jairus O6house in
Capernaum (Matthew 9:18) - where Jesus raised
Jairus 6daughter from the dead. Jairus sought Jesus 6
help. Jairus 6daughter, only twelve years old, was

gravely ill, and he implored Jesus to come to his house

11www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2008/kjv/tr/0-1/

et



to heal her. Jesus agreed, making time for the urgent
request. However, as they journeyed, a woman

afflicted with a chronic bleeding condition for twelve
years touched the edge of Jesus  6cloak and was
instantly healed.  Despite the urgency of Jairus 0

d a u g h t stuatipis, Jesus paused to identify the
woman who had touched Him, and He gave His

attention to her.  While ministering to her, news arrived
that Jairus 60daughter had died. In the natural, it
seemed too late  for healing , but Jesus remained
composed and assured Jairus, saying,  fiDo not be
afraid; only believe, and she will be healed 0 (Luke
8:49 1 50). What comfort to receive such an amazing
promise from Jesus. Unhurried and undeterred, Jesus
continued to Jairus  6house and miraculously raised the
young girl from the dead.

Other miracles that happened in Capernaum

1. Healing of the Centurion & Servant (Matthew 8:5 -
13; Luke 7:1 -10): Jesus healed the servant of a
centurion who demonstrated great faith,

acknowledging Jesus' authority.

2. Healing of the Paralyti ¢ (Matthew 9:1 -8; Mark 2:1 -
12; Luke 5:17 -26): Jesus forgave the sins of a

paralyzed man and then healed him, demonstrating

J e s uwasthiority to forgive sins.

3. Healing of two blind men. (Matthew 9:27 -31).
This healing underscores Jesus' compassion and
willingness to heal those who come to Him in faith.

The blind men & proclamation of Jesus as the ASon of
David 0 reflects their recognition of His Messianic

identity. The healed men & response to spread ing the
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news throughout the region indicates their gratitude

and desire to share the good news of God & grace and
healing power with others. It exemplifies the natural
response of those who have experienced God &
transformative work in their lives.

4. Healing of the Man with the Withered Hand

(Matthew 12:9 -14; Mark 3:1 -6; Luke 6:6 -11): Jesus
healed a man with a withered hand on the Sabbath,
sparking controversy ~ among the religious leaders.

5. Casting Out an Unclean Spirit in the Synagogue
(Mark 1:21 -28; Luke 4:31 -37): Jesus cast out an
unclean spirit from a man in the synagogue in
Capernaum, demonstrating His authority over spiritual
forces.

6. Paying the two -drachma temple tax from gathering
coins in a fishoés mo-27):HesysMat t
paid the tax for Himself and Peter. fAfter Jesus and his
disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the

two -drachma temple tax came to Peter and asked,
@oesnbdt your teacher pdodey ha he
does, 6he replied. When Peter came into the house,

Jesus was the first to speak. dVhat do you think,

Simon? 6He asked. d&rom whom do the kings of the

earth collect duty and taxes o from their own children

or from others? 0d-rom others, 6Peter answered. dr'hen
the children are exempt,  6Jesus said to him.  @ut so

that we may not cause offense, go to the lake and

throw out your line. Take the first fish you catch; open

its mouth and you will find a four -drachma coin. Take

it and give it to them for my tax and yours 0 Matthew
17:24 -27).
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When we include the heal-inflage of

and the healing of Jairuso

daug

of eight recorded miracles of Jesus in Capernaum. The

number eight in Hebrew numerology is Shemoni/

shemonah: Literal |Bedomiimmpkfef & tag

having more than enough. Full to overflowing. Moves
from natural to supernatural. 112 1n Hebrew
numerology, the number eight is often associated with
new beginnings, regeneration, and resurrection. This
association comes from the fact that the eighth day
marked the beginning of a new week in the Jewish
calendar, symbolizing a fresh start or a new cycle.
Each miracle performed by Jesus in Capernaum
brought about a transformation or restoration,
illustrating the power of God to bring new life and
hope to those who were suffering
(comfort/Capernaum).

Furthermore, the repetition of the number eight
across these miracles may emphasize the
completeness and fullness of Jesus' ministry in
Capernaum, suggesting that His work there
encompassed every aspect of healing and restoration.

Luke 7 tells us Jesus would often preach in the

synagogue in Capernaum . Afier He had finished all
His sayings in the hearing of the people, He entered
Capernaum. Now a centurion had a servant who was
sick and at the point of death, who was highly valued

by Him. When the centurion  heard about Jesus, he
sentto Him elders of the Jews, asking Him to come
and heal his servant.  And when they came to Jesus,

112K, Gallagher. Grace in Torah. Hebrew Numbers 1-10.
www.graceintorah.net/2015/06/15/hebrew-numbers-1-10/ June 15, 2015.
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they pleadedwith Hi m earnestly, sayin
to have you do this for him, for he loves our nation,
and he is the one who built us our synagogue 0 (Luk
7:1 -5).

Matthew one of Jesuso®O t washlsoghedi s
tax collector who presided over Capernaum with an
office there (Matthew 9:9 ).

b

Church built over bel i eved

113www.3.bp.blogspot.com/-
Em7CBSXJq4Q/VbVbH76wWYJI/AAAAAAAASY g/mS4tWUSd-
e4/s1600/2a%2BCapernaum.jpg




Smal Group Questions from Capernaum

1. Reflect on the significance of Capernaum being

referred to as the  fivillage of comfort 0 and how Jesus
demonstrated comfort through His miracles there.

How does this concept resonate with your own

experiences of finding comfort in Christ and how might
you be comforted to know the miracle you seek is

available through Jesus?

2. Explore the various miracles performed by Jesus in
Capernaum, such as healing Peter's mother -in-law,
the paralytic, and the woman with the issue o f blood.
What common themes or messages do you notice in

these miracles?

3. Discuss the different perspectives provided by
Matthew, Mark, and Luke regarding the healing of
Peter's mother -in-law. How do these variations enrich
our understanding of the event?

4. Consider the immediate response of Peter and his
companions when faced with a problem (Peter's
mother -in-law's fever). How can we cultivate a similar
instinct to turn to Jesus first when encountering
difficulties in our lives?

5. Reflect on the ideat hat healed people become
ministers or servants  of the Gospel , as demonstrated
by Peter & mother -in-law immediately serving Jesus
and His disciples after her healing. How does your
testimony provide an opportunity to minister unto
someone else?
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Chapter 10:
Sailing the Sea of Galilee

14www.israeltravelcentre.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Sea-of-Galilee-4-
e1572208296422.jpg
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Sea of Galilee  Pronunciation: Sea of [gal  -uh-lee]

Location: fiThe Sea of Galilee also called Lake Tiberias

or Kinneret, is a freshwater lake in Israel. It is the

lowest freshwater lake on Earth and the second -lowest
lake in the world (after the Dead Sea, a salt lake), at

levels between 215 and 209 meters (705 and 686

feet) below sea level. Itis approximately 53 km (33

miles in circumference, about 21 km (13 miles long,

and 13 k ilometers (8.1 miles) wide. Its area is 166.7

km2 (64.4 sq miles) at its fullest, and its maximum

depth is approximately 43 meters (141 feet). The lake
is fed partly by underground springs, but its main

115www.biblemapper.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/JesusMinistrylnGalilee-
272x300.jpg
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source is the Jordan River, which flows through it from
north to south and exits the lake at the Degania
Da m®

AAccording to t hebea@ysmmisttys, Je
centered around the Sea of Galilee. While important

events occurred in Jerusalem, the Lord spent most of

the three years of His ministry along the shore of this

freshwater lake. Here He gave more than half of His

parables and here He performed most of his

mi ract’/es. o

Capernaum, situated on the northwestern shore,
served as the central hub of Jesus Oministry, often
regarded as His fihometown a Notably, three of His
disciples hailed from Bethsaida, located just a few
miles away from Capernaum. These two cities, along
with Chorazin situated 3k  ilometers (2 mi les) inland
from Capernaum, faced condemnation from Jesus for
their lack of belief despite receiving much. Among the
notable followers of Christ was Mary of Magdala,
originating from a town on the western shore of the
lake. Early Christians revered the lakeside region,
erecting churches to commemorate significant events
such as the feeding of the five thousand, the Sermon
on the Mount, the primacy of Peter, and the house of
Peter. 118

The Sea of Galilee is filled with many different species
of fish including tilapia (also known as St. Peter &
fish), catfish, sardines, barbels, carp, and mullet. In

116Sea of Galilee. www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_of_Galilee

117Associates for Biblical Research. The Shiloh Excavations.
www.biblearchaeology.org/research/new-testament-era/3802-jesus-and-the-sea-of-
galilee

118]pjid.
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John chapter 21 after unsuccessfully fishing all night
Jesus tells them to cast the net on the right side

where they haul in 153 fish. Some researchers have
counted how many people Jesus had healed/blessed
recorded in the New Testament and they have found
153 of them.

All told the Lord directly blessed a total of 153 people

in 48 separate incidents mentioned in 4 Gospels. The
other interesting note is that 153 represents the

number of known nations at that time as fish is quite

often used for speaking of m ankind. The ship the
disciples were on was an emblem of the church , the
right side is symbolic of hauling in those who will enter
into the Kingdom  (see Matthew 25:33) , and the
casting of the net to catch the fish signifies the

preaching of the Gospel , the assurance Christ gives of
the success of His Word in hauling in a catch from
every nation, tribe, people, and language (Revelation
7:9).

Scripture references that place Jesus at the Sea
of Galilee:

1 Matthew 4:18 -22- Jesus calls His first disciples,
Peter, Andrew, James, and John, while they are
fishing on the Sea of Galilee.

1 Matthew 8:23 -27- Jesus calms the storm while
He and His disciples are crossing the Sea of
Galilee.

1 Matthew 14:22 -33- Jesus walks on water to
meet His disciples who were in a boat on the
Sea of Galilee, and Peter walks on water briefly
before beginning to sink.
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Matthew 15:29 -fiJesus | eft ther
the Sea of Galilee. Then  He wentupon a
mountainside and sat dow
Mark 1:16 -20 - Similar to Matthew 4:18 -22,
Jesus calls His first disciples while they were
fishing on the Sea of Galilee.

Mark2:13 - Once again Jesus
the lake. A large crowd came to Him, and He
began to teach them. 0

Mark 4:35 -41 - Jesus calms the storm while
crossing the Sea of Galilee with His disciples.
Mark 6:30 -56- This passage covers several
events, including Jesus feeding the five

thousand near the Sea of Galilee, and later,
walking on water to His disciples who were in a
boat.

Luke 5:1 -11 - Jesus calls His first disciples,
Peter, James, and John, while they are fishing on
the Sea of Galilee.

Luke 8:22 -25 - Jesus calms the storm while
crossing the Sea of Galilee with His disciples.
John 6:16 -21- Jesus walks on water to meet His
disciples who were in a boat on the Sea of

Galilee.

John 21:1 -14- Jesus appears to His disciples by
the Sea of Galilee. After a night of unsuccessful
fishing, Jesus instructs them to cast their nets

on the other side of the boat, resulting in an
overwhelming catch of fish. Recognizing Jesus,
Peter jumps into the water to reach Him. Jesus
prepares breakfast for them with the fish they
caught, confirming His identity as the

resurrected Lord.
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J e s ulseéson s from the Sea of Galilee:

Outside of the miraculous catch of fish, two main
miracles stand out with Jesus and the Sea of Galilee,
walking on water and calming the storm.

AShortly before dawn Jesus
on the | akeo (Matthew 14:2

The story of Peter walking on water teaches us what
looking to Jesus will do. i C o meJesus said to Peter.
It is His Word that gives us authority and power to do
supernatural things.  As we look to Jesus , we will see
miracles unfold in our lives and in the lives of others
too.

It started well  for Peter , he took a step of faith and
walked on water, but then something happened to
him.

ABut when he saw the wind,
beginning to sink, cried o
14:30). The circumstances brought Peter out of focus
on Jesus and fear came in. He calls out for Jesus to
save him. Immediately Jesus reached out His hand

went
5) .

he w
ut , fi

and caught him. AYoHe «faildi, t thlwey
you doubt?06 (Matthew 14:31).

When we are looking to Jesus and miracles are
unfolding, the wind and th
look at what is happening around you, but what is

taking place within you. Do you sense His immense

love for you ? | want you to see Jesus who is reaching
out to you, Heds got you.
not be able to sink you.

Something else took place in this scene with Peter
walking on the water ~ which is key when it comes to
salvation .

e wayv
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i C o meHe 8aid. Then Peter got down out of the boat,
walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But

when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning

to sink, c¢cried out(Matthel @428 ,
30).

For Peter fear is interrupting faith. Scripture tells us

the wind was active. We know this to be true because
wind is what makes waves. If the water was perfectly
calm with no waves would Peter have been able to

walk on water? Yes! The wind has absolutely nothing
to do with Peterdés ability
control the waves. What we do have control over is

what we will focus on, our circumstances , or the Lord

who is with us.  Will we fill our hearts and minds with
His Word (i C o meab will we be overwhelmed by the
wind and the waves of life?

Peter is walking toward Jesus , his eyes are fixed on

Him and trou ble only comes for Peter when HAhe
t he wiwidnod. i s somet hing vy @an

only see the effect of the wind, the waves moving
long as Peter fixed His eyes on Jesus, Peter was able
to do what he saw the Lord doing.

In the same way, when the boisterous winds of painful
symptoms or bad medical reports clamor for your
attention, remember that receiving your healing has
nothing to do with how bad your symptoms are. It has
everything to do with how Christ has already paid the
price for your heal ing and health. Salvation has
everything to do with how Jesus is above every
disease that can plague your body. So, keep your eyes

. As

on Jesus and walk in His strength, healing , and life .

This same principle applies to receiving provision from
the Lord. Does it rely on the state of the economy
us to receive from the Lord? Why focus on negative

for
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reports and rising gas prices and become anxious?

Instead, fix your gaze on Jesus and enter into His

abundant provision for you. Don6t |l et the sto
and waves of your challenges distract you. They have

nothing to do with whether you walk victoriously over

your circumstances or not. Just keep your eyes on

Jesusd and receive your miracle

Jesus dSMhiyd ,difd y o uAndwherbthep o

climbed into the boat, the wind died down 0 (Matthew
14:31b -32).
In the past,|  was incorrectly taught  that having

unwa vering faith was essential for miracles to occur in

my life. However, this passage reveals a profound

truth: even when Peter & faith faltered, Jesus
intervened and rescued him. Although the Bible

doesn @ mention Peter walking on water again with

Jesus, it does recount their return to the boat together
(Matthew 14:32). Now, consider this: How does one
re-enter a boat while  amid a stormy sea? We recall
that Jesus immediately extended His hand to Peter

and caught him. Yet, both Jesus and Peter found
themselves out si de t he saf e fAndwleh
they climbed into the boat,
(Matthew 14:32).

How, then, did they manage to get back into the boat?
This question invites us to ponder the miraculous and
transformative power of Christ & presence in our lives,
even amidst the storms of doubt and uncertainty.

1st-century fishing vessel s did not have ladders and
there is no indication they needed any help getting

into the boat. Here is a replica of a 2,000 -year -old
Galilean fishing vessel.
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Jesus and Peter must have walked right into the boat.
fiThen those who were in the boat worshiped Him,
saying, Olruly you are the Son of God ® (Matthew
14:33). Jesus enabled Peter to walk on water again
after his faith had failed.

Al n Mar k4l Jesu8 &nd His disciples were in a

boat when a fierce storm arose. The disciples, fearing

for their lives, woke Jesus, who then rebuked the wind

and said to the sea, ifPeace!
and there was a great cal m. J
stilled the physical storm but also conveyed the

spiritual assurance that He has authority over the

storms of life. In Jesus, we find a refuge and a source

of peace that transcends the circumstances of life.

Jesus stands as a constant anchor for those who place
their trust in Him. Wi th Jesu
boat, what storm do we have to fear? Mark 4:35 -41
illustrates that, when we keep our eyes on Jesus, He

brings us peace even in turbulent circumstances.

Jesus becomes the constant anchor for those who

trust in Him, offering a source of peace that
transcends | i0'f°eds stor ms.

119%www.i.pinimg.com/originals/e8/80/ad/e880ad4051ec9aec710b47380f7bb97f.jpg
120pr, Matthew Webster. The Courage to Hope: A Guide to Thrive in Turbulent
Times. Kindle Direct Publishing. 2024.
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Small Group Questions from the Sea of Galilee

1. Reflecting on the story of Jesus walking on water
and Peter's attempt to do the same, what insights do
you gain about the importance of fixing our eyes on
Jesus amidst life & challenges?

2. How does the imagery of Peter walking on water
and his subsequent fear relate to our own experiences
of faith and doubt  amid life & storms?

3. Consider the role of fear in hindering our ability to
experience God & miraculous power in our lives. How
can we overcome fear  and maintain our focus on Jesus
during difficulties?

4. Reflect on the concept that receiving miracles from
God is not dependent on the severity of our
circumstances but on our faith in His promises. How
does this perspective shift our approach to prayer and
the confidence we have in God & intervention?

5. Reflect on the story from Mark 4:35 -41 where Jesus
calms the storm. How does this narrative reinforce the
message of finding peace and security in Jesus amidst

life & turbulent circumstances? Discuss th e significance
of Jesus and Peter walking back into the boat together

after Peter & moment of doubt. What does this reveal

about the continuous presence and support in our

lives, even in times of wavering faith?
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Chapter 11:
New Life in Nain & Glimpses of Glory on Mount Tabor

Nain, Galilee Jesus Walked Here 121

120www.jesuswalkedheretours.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/nain.jpg
122w israel21c.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/shutterstock_tabor-
1168x657.jpg




Nain Pronunciation: [nayn]

Location: the north -western slope of Little Hermon
about 4 miles from Mount Tabor and 25 miles
southwest of Capernaum.

The town Nain means beauty.  '?* It can also be
transl ated as fdigr éeonvepfaysot ur es o

ANain was never enclosed by a w
different from many towns in Bible times. So the gate

referred to in Luke 7:12 may have been a pass

between houses on the main road through the town.

To the west of Nainw  ere a great number of burial

caves and tombs, probably the destination of the

funeral party when Jesus intercepted them.

123ww.biblicalempires.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/002-lumo-widow-nain.jpg
124nww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g3484/niv/imgnt/0-1/
125www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/nain/
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Though Nainds name might have
picturesque natural setting, Jesus imbued it with
deeper significance by selecting it as the site to

restore |ife from death. Ther
is more beautiful than the miracle of transformation
that takes place in those who

transgressions and sinso but
Christ (Ephesians 2:1 i1 5;John 10:10). Jesus 6
resurrection miracle in Nain not only impacted those

present but also stands as a timeless reminder of His

promisethat Awhoever believes in |
perish but have eterntl |[|ifeo
The miracle at Nain was recorded in Luke 7:11 -17:

ASoon afterward, Jesus went t

and His disciples and a large crowd went along with

Him. As He approached the town gate, a dead person
was being carried out & the only son of his mother, and
she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town

was with her. When the Lord saw her, His heart went

out to her and He said, 6éDon'
and touched the bier they were carrying him on, and
the bearers stood still. He s
you, get wup! 6é6The dead man sa
and Jesus gave him back to his mother. They were all
filled with awe and praised G

appeared among us,06 they sai d|

Hi s people.®6 This news about
Judea and the surrounding cou

126 Got Questions. Your Questions. Biblical Answers. What is the significance of
Nain in the Bible? www.gotquestions.org/Nain-in-the-Bible.html
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J e s ulseéson s from Nain:

The significance of the miracle at Nain is traced back

to the Old Testament and a town called Shunem. By
the time of Jesus, Shunem was no more, and the main
body of the population had moved to a city called
Nain, just three or four mi/l
even 800 years later people living just a few miles

away from Shunem would remember the story of

Elisha raising a dead boy to life in their town, and now
Jesus was to raise another dead boy to life in their

town. 127

Elishabs miracle in Shunr3®)mand 2 Ki
Jesusod0 miracl e i n-1Nandimowthéyu k e
were carried out were vastly different.

1. The approach differed.

Elisha in Shunem: The miracle occurs in response to
the hospitality shown by the Shunammite woman and
her husband. Eli sha is welcomed into their home and
develops a relationship with the family. He tells the
woman she will have a son even though her husband

isold (2 Kings 4:14 -17).Laterw hen t he womanos

miracle -born son dies , shelieshiminEli shads bed
makes haste to find Eli  sha so that he might bring her

son back to life.

Jesus in Nain: Jesus encounters a funeral procession
outside the town gate. Unlike Elisha who was tracked
down, Jesus approaches the grieving widow and her
deceased son spontaneously, prompted by compassion

for her plight.  While Elisha maintains a distance from

127Mark Barnes. The City of Nain. Evangelical Magazine.
www.evangelicalmagazine.com/article/the-city-of-nain/
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the woman (only addressing Gehazi until the boy &
healing), Jesus, moved by compassion, speaks
tenderly to the mother .

2. The me thod of bringing aboutthe m iracle .

Elisha in Shunem: Initially, Elisha relies on the power

of his staff held by Gehazi to raise the boy, possibly to
prevent either of them from becoming defiled by

touching the corpse. Eli s h a @ethod changes after a
lack of success and he stretches himself over the boy
multiple times, putting his body in direct contact with

the child & body, as h e pleads with God to restore the
childés Iife.

Jesus in Nain: In contrast, Jesus begins by touching
the coffin Himself. Jesus simply speaks a command for
the young man to rise from the dead. His words alone
carry the authority to bring about the miraculous
resurrection.

3. Struggle vs. Simplicity

Elisha in Shunem: Eli s h a @csof stretching himself
over the child and repeatedly praying suggests a

struggle or effort involved in bringing about the

miracle. The process is prolonged, and Eli shaods
physical in volvement highlights the intensity of the
situation.

Jesus in Nain: Jesus6 action
effortless. With a simple command, He restores life to

the young man without any physical struggle or

extended process. The ease with which Jesus performs

the miracle underscores His divine authority and

power over death.




The method of the miracle and the message to the
people of Nain is undeniable, Jesus is greater than
Elisha. Jesus is greater than any prophet for He is the
Son of God. This is where the connection comes with
Mount Tabor. On the Mount of Transfiguration (Mount
Tabor) Peter withesses Moses and Elijah talking with

Jesus and this iIs Paasmdids respo

Jesus, ALord, it is go dalwishplr
will put up three shelters & one for You, one for Moses

u

S

and one for Elijaho (Matukewsla

he adds that Peter did not know what he was saying
(Luke 9:33). What Peter was doing, although not
realizing it, was putting Jesus on the same level as
Moses and Elijah. Many believers in this world want to
do the same thing with Jesus. Fighting to restore the
Law even today.

In Matthew 17:5 God makes a clear announcement to
Peter, James, and John that Jesus is the only voice we
needtolistento. AWhi |l e He was stil]l
a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a

voice came out of the c¢cloud,
bel oved Son, in whom | am wel

Listen only to the voice of Jesus, not to the voice of

the Law (Moses) , or the restorer of the Law (Elijah)
anymore. Embracing solely the voice of Jesus, f ull of
grace and truth  rather than the voice of the Law, lifts

you no matter what troubles you face. Approach life

with the favor of God as you heed only Jesus owords.

Jesus brought three disciples up to the mountain
where they encountered Moses and Elij ah. The names
of the three disciples  give us a direct message. The
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names of the three disciples were always listed in the
same order, Peter, James, and John.

Peter: fi s t o (whioh the Law was written on )
James: Asuppl anted byo

John: nGodds graceo.

The message is clear that Jesus was coming to fulfi Il
the demands of the Law and usher in the New

Covenant of grace through His death and

Resurrection.

What was the first thing the three disciples heard after
they were instructed to listen only to the voice of

grace?

fMAri se and do not be af rTae wbrad

Afaged is in the passive voice|

disciples is to allow themselves to be lifted by God.

And when you are lifted by God & grace you stand on
equal ground with Him. That is what Jesus died to give
you, His standing. AGod made
be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the

ri ght eous ne s(3Coonthians 5:21L) Jesus is
grace personified. A The Word became f I g
His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the

glory of the one and only Son, who came from the

Fat her, full of grace and tru

Nain was a place of beauty, a place where what was
once dead was made alive in Christ.

AMade us alive with Christ ev
transgressions it i s by grace you ha
(Ephesians 2:5).

Hi



AWhen you were dead in your sin
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with

Christ. He f or gav dColossiana2:13). our s

Aln the same way, count your sel
alive to God i nRo@ans®:d)t Jesuso

Jesus going with H is three disciples to Mount Tabor is
included in Matthew 17:1 -8, Mark 9:2 -8, and Luke
9:28 -36.

Mount Tabor  Pronunciation: Mount[  taw -bore].
Mount Tabor is a large hill of Biblical significance in

Lower Galilee, Northern Israel at the eastern end of
the Jezreel Valley, 18 kilomet ers (11 miles) west of

the Sea of Galilee.  Mount Tabor is commonly referred

to as a mountain, but in geological terms, it is more
accurately described as a hill. Located in Lower

Galilee, Israel, it stands at an elevation of about 575
meters (1,886 feet) above sea level. Mount Tabor and
the town of Nain are both located in the Lower Galilee
region of northern Israel, but they are not

immediately adjacent to each other. The distance

between Mount Tabor and Nain is approxi mately 15 to
20 kilometers (9 to 12 miles), depending on the

specific route taken.
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It is worth noting that some scholars believe that the
Mount of Transfiguration was located at Mount Hermon
instead, located in the far north of Israel, in the region
of Caesarea Philippi, which was outside the typical
area of Jesus Oministry activities as described in the
Gospels.

Yet, as per Luke 9, itbés impr
Transfiguration was Mount Her
subsequent depiction of Jesus immediately after

recounting the Transfiguration. In Luke 9:51 -53, which
directly follows the Mount of Transfiguration account,

fAs the time approached for Him to be taken up to

Heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. And
He sent messengers on ahead, who went into a
Samaritan village to get things ready for Him; but the

128\ww.bibleatlas.org/area/mount_tabor.jpg
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people there did not welcome Him, because He was
heading for Jerusalem .0

The much closer proximity of Mount Tabor to Samaria
makes it more like ly that the Mount of Transfiguration
was indeed Mount Tabor and not Mount Hermon.

Mt. Lebanon
1ST CENTURY AD | ®Sarepta A Mt. Hermon ®Damascus
A

o Tyre eCaesarea Philippi

Chorazin
Ptolemaise maum.. eBethsaida

dalae  gGergesa?
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=
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129ww.christianliving101.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/samaria-and-galilee-at-the-
time-of-jesus.jpg
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Small Group Questions from Nain and Mount Tabor

1. Considering the method used to perform the
miracles, what insights do you gain about the nature
of Jesus' authority compared to that of Elisha?

2. Explore the significance of Peter & response on

Mount Tabor, where he suggests building shelters for

Jesus, Moses, and Elijah. What was Peter unknowingly
doing and why was God the Fat
important for them to hear?

3. Reflecting on God & response on Mount Tabor, how
does this instruction appl vy to believers today?  How do
some pastors/teachers make the same mistake that

Peter made on the Mount of Transfiguration and how

can a believer tell when this is being done?

4. Consider the significance of the disciples Onames &
Peter, James, and John @ in light of the message they
heard on the mountain. How might their names tell of
what Jesus did for us (Matthew 5:17)?

5. Reflect on the passive voice usage in Jesus 0
command to fiarise and do not be afraid 0 after
emphasizing listening to His voice. What does this

suggest about the role of grace in overcoming fear
and standing on equal ground with God?

he



Chapter 12:
Gennesaret 6 s Gr ac e

130www.images.squarespace-
cdn.com/content/56325de5e4b0300588c6d9ec/1486249822514-
30113M4Y97B4TROOOE2Q/file_zpsa74d1561.jpg?content-type=image%2Fjpeg
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Gennesaret  Pronunciation: [ghen -nay -sar-et']

Location: AThe first syllable
the Hebrew gan, fgarden 0; while the second may be a
proper name. Possibly, however, the name may

represent the Hebrew ganne sarim, fiprincely

gardens. 0 It is applied to a district on the Northwest

shore of the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 14:34, Mark

6:53), now known as el  -Ghuweir, HAlittle Ghor. 0 It

curves around from el -Mejdel in the South, to "Ain et -
Tineh, or Khan Minyeh, in the North, a distance of

over 3 miles, with an average breadth from the sea to

the foot of the mountains of about a mile. The soil is a
deep, rich loam, of amazing fertility. In the South , Itis
watered by the stream from Wady el -Chamam, the
gorge that opens to the West of el -Mejdel. 132 The
walnut, the palm, the olive , and the fig, which usually
require diverse conditions, flourish together here. it
supplies grapes and figs through ten months of the

Biwww.bibleatlas.org/full/genneseret.htm
132|pid.




year, and other fruits as they ripen together
throughout the year. 133

AA town of Naphtali, call ed Chi
sometimes in the plural form Chinneroth (11:2) in

later times the name was gradually changed to

Genezar and Gennesaret (Luke 5:1). This city stood

on the western shore of the lake to which it gave its

name. No trace of it remains today . The plain of

Gennesaret has been called, from its fertility and

beauty, fithe Paradise of Galilee. 0 lItis now called el -

G h u w e B4rThétown was perhaps halfway between

Capernaum and Magdala. %

According to the Gospel of Mark, as Jesus passes
through Gennesaret, just after the account of Him
walking on water, all those who touch the edge, or

Hem, or fringe of  His cloak are healed:

"When they had crossed over, they landed at

Gennesaret and anchored there. As soon as they got

out of the boat, people recognized Jesus. They ran
throughout that whole region and carried the sick on

mats to wherever they heard He was. And wherever

He went & into villages, towns or countryside 0 they
placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged Him
to let them touch even the edge of His cloak, and all

whotouched Hi m wer e heal edaeb6) Mar k 6:

The same account is given in Matthew 14:34 -36.In
both the Gospels, those who were sick aimed to touch
the tassels fikraspedon 0 of Jesus 6garments, fwhich in

133Neubauer, Geog. du Talmud, 45

BEastonds Bible Dictionary. www. biblehub. ¢

135_amar Williamson 1983 Mark ISBN 0804231214 pages 129i 130
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accordance with Numbers 15:38, the Jew wore on
each of the four extremities of his cloak 0.136

AYou shall make yourself tass
the garment with which you <co
(Deuteronomy 22:12). ARThe | sr aeltoihclude w
a blue cord as part of the garment (Num bers 15:37 -

41). The L ord explicitly indicated that the purpose of

this addition was to remind the Israelites of who they

were and of the commandments that they were to

obey, hence it became a point of cultural identity . 188

J e s ulseéson s from Gennesaret:

AWherever He entered villages
countryside, they were laying the sick in the market

places, and imploring Him that they might just touch

the fringe of His cloak; and as many as touched it

were being curedo (Mark 6:56)

136Jesus healing in the land of Gennesaret.
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_healing_in_the_land_of_Gennesaret
137www..i.pinimg.com/originals/25/03/be/2503beca30c80caad 785984bf27aa3ea.jpg
138 Dr, Dale Manor. Of Hems and Him. Patterns of Evidence.
www.patternsofevidence.com/2020/12/18/hems-of-garments-and-him/ December
18, 2020.
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Cured can be translated = a s mdde whole a Sozo is
usually translated as  fisave 0 (Matthew 1:21) but also

i mplies healing. When Jesus
them; He healed them (Mark 5:23), delivered them

(Luke 8:36) , and made them whole (Matthew
9:21%. 0

Were you aware that during Jesus Otime on Earth, over
two -thirds of His ministry focused on healing the sick?

He devoted Himself to the restoration of health, and

all who sought Him found healing.

AWhen we bless the cup at th
sharing in the blood of Christ? And when we break the

hea

e L

bread, arendét weBosdyaradfngChrni stthée

Corinthians 10:16)?

Today when we patrticipate in the holy Communion, we
are called to recognize the symbolism of the bread,
representing the physical body of Christ sacrificed for
us on the cross, and to receive our healing and
restoration. As we pray and participate in the holy
Communion, we actively express our faith to align

with Godobés will, Hi s Wodgedagt and

pleading for healing or seeking to convince Him to

heal our loved ones; we confidently affirm that healing

is already His will  as Jesus painfully gave His body for
us to receive this right.

Without a revelation of the
weak and sick among youthisiand
what Paul wrote to the church at Corinth (1

Corinthians 11:30).

13%paul Ellis. The Grace Commentary. www.thegracecommentary.com/mark-
6/#mark6v56
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Holy Communion stands as God & provision for us,
ensuring that we need not endure the afflictions of
sickness and death that prevail in the world.

In essence, God declares, il have granted you
provision & the body and blood of My Son. By
partaking in it, you shall evade the condemnation and
judgment inflicted upon the world. 0

The world faces a sentence due to sin: the scourges of
sickness and death. However, Christians are not
destined to bear this sentence because Jesus shed His
blood for the remission of our sins.

Though illness may afflict us at times, we can rest
assured that it does not align with God & will for us.
We need not ponder, fiPerhaps God allowed this
sickness to teach me alesson. 0

No, instead recognize that  sickness is a curse. It only
entered the world after Adam @& transgression.
Therefore, sickness is not part of God & divine plan for
us. Just as God detests sin, He abhors sickness and
death. Apart from preaching, healing the sick ranks as
Jesusdprimary ministry.

Jesus STaeiSpirjt of fine Lord is on Me, because
He has anointed Me to proclaim good news to the

poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the

prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the
oppressed free, to proclaim
favoro ( Luk el9n: 18

The ivear of t he @&oorresponss td tlzewear
of Jubilee, a time when all slaves were liberated. This
liberation parallels our release from the bondage of sin
through the Truth & Jesus Christ & granting us true
freedom, as stated in John 8:32.

t

he



|l tds not Goddos will for
perish from disease. When the sick came to Jesus He
always healed them. Settle it in your heart and mind
that He wants you healthy and provided for.

anyone
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Small Group Questions from Gennesaret

1. Reflecting on the passage from Mark 6:56, what
does it reveal about Jesus  6approach to healing and
restoration during His ministry on earth?

2. How does the concept of  fisozo, 6 meaning healing,
deliverance, and wholeness, deepen our

understanding of Jesus  6mission to the sick and
oppressed?

3. Considering 1 Corinthians 10:16, what significance

does the holy Communion hold for Christians in terms

of receiving healing and restoration? In what ways

does patrticipating in the holy Communion reflect our

faith in God's provision for our healing and well -being?

4. How does the understanding of Jesus Ooprimary
ministry focusing on healing the sick reshape our
perspective on illness and God's will for our health?

5. Reflecting on Luke 4:18  -19, how does Jesus 6
declaration of proclaiming freedom for the oppressed
and setting the captives free inform our understanding
of God's desire for our health and well -being?




Chapter 13:
Dalmanutha/ Magad an & Bet hsai daos
Divine Encounters

140

www.HSl’y andl?hotos.brg

140www.franziskanerinnen-
schwagstorf.de/images/HILand/Galilaa/See_Genezareth/Orte_um_Tabgha/Dalman
utha/Dalm_5.jpg
1alwww.faithsearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/INSGETO06.jpg
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Dalmanutha  Pronunciation: [dal -man -o0o0-thah §

Location: Dalmanutha is the unknown destination of
Jesus on the shores of the Sea of Galilee after He fed
the four thousand, as recorded in Mark & Gospel (Mark
8:10). It is sometimes believed to be in the vicinity of
Magdala, the alleged hometown of Mary Magdalene,

since the parallel passage in Matthew 15:39, refers

instead to fiMagadan @ which has been taken to be a
variant form of  AMagdala o

The term fiMagadan 0 is mentioned only once in the

New Testament, specifically in the Gospel of Matthew.
nAfter Jesus had sent the cro
boat and went to the v(Matthewi t vy
15:39). Compare this same eve
ofitt. AHe got i nt o tHisdisciplesandwent t h
to the region ofMaR&10manut hao

1a2ywww.bibleatlas.org/area/bethsaida.jpg
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Bethsaida Pronunciation: [bayth -sahee -dahd means
house of fish. 143

Location: Although Bethsaida is believed to be located

on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee, within the
Bethsaida Valley, there is disagreement among

scholars as to precisely where. Since the nineteenth
century, three places have been considered as the

possible location s of Biblical Bet hsaida: the Bedouin
village of Messadiye; the small, deserted settlement of
El-Araj (Beit HaBek, fAHouse of the Bey 0); and the
archaeological site (tel) of Et -Tell. Over time, the latter
two locations have come to appear more likely. While
Messadiye and El -Araj are closer to the Sea of Galilee,
Et-Tell shows significant archaeological remains

including fragments of fishing equipment. Y ACould a
mosaic inscription at the site of El -Araj be the smoking
gun archaeologists are looking for to determine the

true location of  Biblical Bethsaida? This mosaic joins a
long list of other finds from the site, which the team
believes provides conclusive evidence that their site is
indeed Biblical Bethsaida, home of the apostles Peter,
Andrew, and Philip  ( J o hn 11.42:!4 ) . 0

143www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g966/kjv/tr/0-1/
L4www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethsaida

145Nathan Steinmeyer. Discovering Biblical Bethsaida: Does a mosaic prove El-Araj
is the home of the apostles? Biblical Archaeology Society. August 17, 2022.
16www.bibleplaces.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Bethsaida-aerial-from-
northeast-tbs114040011.jpg
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The Gospels mention Jesus in Bethsaida on several
occasions. Here are the relevant verses:

Mark 6:45: Al mmedi ately Jesus
into the boat and go on ahead of Him to Bethsaida,
while He dismissed the c¢crowd.

Luke 9:10: AWhen the apostl es
reported to Jesus what they had done. Then He took
them with Him and they withdrew by themselves to a

town called Bethsaida."

Mark 8:22: AThey came to Beth
people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch
hi m. o

Jesus a ddressed the unbelief of the people of
Bethsaida and Chorazin in Matthew 11:21.

AWoe to you, Chorazin! Woe to
the miracles that were performed in you had been

performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have

repented |l ong ago in sackcl ot

Jesus also restored a blind man & sight at Bethsaida
(Mark 8:22). In Matthew 14:13 -21, Mark 6:30 -44,
Luke 9:10 717, and John 6:1 -14 Jesus miraculously
feeds five thousand plus people near Bethsaida.
However , Jesus also separately fed 4,000 plus in a
similar way at a different location.

Matthew records both the feeding of 5,000 (14:15 -21)
and also the feeding of the 4,000 (15:32 -39), which
guarantees these are two separate events. In the
Gospel of Mark, both the feeding of the 4,000 (Mark

8:1 -10) and the feeding of the 5,000 (Mark 6:30 -44)

S a



are recorded too.Here are more reasons whyth ese
are two separate miracles:

1. Different crowd sizes. One miracle involved
approximately 5,000 men (Matthew 14:21;
Mark 6:44; Luke 9:14; John 6:10) but the
other miracle concerned about 4,000 men
(Matthew 15:38; Mark 8:9) 0 women and
children excluded from the numbering.

2. Different locations . The 5,000 sits in a
Jewish environment (outside Bethsaida - Luke
9:10) while the 4,000 features a Gentile
setting (borders of Decapolis - Mark 7:31).
Bethsaida is the northernmost tip of the Sea
of Galilee whereas Decapolis is at the
southern end!

3. Different numbers of loaves. The 5,000
were fed using five loaves and two fishes
(Matthew 14:17; Mark 6:38; Luke 9:16; John
6:9) but the 4,000 had fiseven loaves and a
few little fishes 0 (Matthew 15:34; Mark 8:5 -
7).

4. Different quantities of leftovers . Twelve
baskets remained after the 5,000 were fed
(Matthew 14:20; Mark 6:43; Luke 9:17; John
6:13) but only seven baskets were left after
the 4,000 ate (Matthew 15:37; Mark 8:8).

What is wonderful about knowing th ese are
two separate incidents w  ith two different
crowds isthat itreveals the Bread of Life
Jesus Christ fed both Jews  (crowd of 5,000
plus) and Gentiles (crowd of 4,000 plus)
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5. Different Greek words for i basketTlseo .
fib a s k edorg@rning the 5,000 are referred
toas fiko p h i n dharsdo baskets) while those
related to the 4,000 are Aspur i(drges O
baskets) . ASpurida s basket s were large
enough to hold a person such as the Apostle
Paul (Acts 9:25). Such precise words are
another indication that the Holy Spirit would
have us see them as distinct events.

6. Jesus Christ views them as different
incidents.  Matthew 16:9 -10 is the most
compelling piece of evidence to prove that the
feeding of the 5,000 and the feeding of the
4,000 were two separate historical events as
opposed to one historical event viewed from
two angles . iDo you not yet understand,
neither remember the five loaves of the five
thousand, and how many baskets [kophinous]
you took up? Neither the seven loaves of the
four thousand and how many baskets
[spuridas] you took u p 240

AThey came t o alledme peapledbrayghta
blind man and begged Jesus to touch Him. He took
the blind man by the hand and led him outside the
vilage. When Hehadspit on t he mands eye
His hands on him, Jesusasked, iDo you see
anything?0 He | ooked up and s
l ook | i ke trees walking aroun
His hands on the mands eyes.
opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything

147Shawn Brasseaux. Feeding the 4,000 and Feeding the 5,0006 Same or
Different? www.forwhatsaiththescriptures.org/2020/03/28/feeding-the-4000-
feeding-the-5000/ March 28,2020.
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clearly. Jesus sent him home, saying, ADondét even
intot he villageo-26.Mar k 8: 22
Jesusd Lessons From Bethsai da:
ASo they asked him, AWhat sign
we may see it and believe you? What will you do? Our

ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is

written: O6He gave them bread fr
(John 6:30 -31).

| am stunned that the crowd would even ask Jesus

what sign He would give so that they might believe.

John6:1 -2 tellsus, " Someti me after this,
crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is,

the Sea of Tiberias), and a great crowd of people

followed Him because they saw the signs He had

performed by healing the sick. 0

let s continue to | earn more of
also experience from Jesus  before they ask Him what

sign will You do so that we might believe in You?

iJesus said, fiHave the people si
plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down

(about five thousand men were there) 0 (John 6:10
5,000 men is alot of people but  when you add the

wom en and children  you would have atotal of about

20,000 people in attendance. If you were attending a

hockey game at Little C  aesars Arena in Downtown

Detroit the capacity for that arena is 19,515 . There

arend6t enough seats in that areniag

people Jesus fed.
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148

Little C aesars Arena in Detroit, Michigan

fiJesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and
distributed to those who were seated as much as they

wanted. He did the same with the fish. When they had
all had enough to eat, Hesaidto Hi s di sci pl e
the pieces that are | eft over

So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with
the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those
whohadeaten 6 (Johnl3p: 11

149

Possible location of the feeding of the 5,000 -plus

148ww.s3-prod.crainsdetroit.com/s3fs-public/LittleCaesarsArena-
mostattendedarenaranks-main_i.jpg

149 ww.1.bp.blogspot.com/-WttoSV7y8Gk/UXCSr66GUFI/AAAAAAAAAME/-
Ali4tEc3hg/s1600/DSC_0316.JPG
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In the account of the feeding of the 5,000, we see

how the Lord was conscious of Heavendos supply

face of scarcity (John 6:1 1 13).

When Jesus beheld the five loaves and two small fish,

He didn @ view the situation through the lens of
impossibility, unlike His disciples. They saw an
insurmountable demand 0 to feed the multitude larger
than what Little Caesars Arena could hold with just a
boy & meager lunch. Yet, Jesus perceived the

abundant supply of our Father in Heaven. His

disciples, however, were fixa  ted on the demand,
troubled by the lack of resources to feed the crowd

and the insufficiency of funds to purchase enough

food.

Because Jesus saw the supply, He was able to thank
the Father for the little that was in His hands, and the
little multiplied and multiplied and kept on multiplying
Not only were the people fed till their bellies were full
but there were also 12 baskets full of leftovers! What

an awesome miracle . When grace supplies,

exceedingly, abundantly , and above all you can ever
ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20)

Are you facing a five  -loaves -and -two -small -fish
situation in your life right now? Is there a situation of
scarcity in your finances or family life? Are you

struggling to find enough time to get your work done

as well as spend quality time with your family?

Whatever your area of lack, see the abundance Jesus
wants to bless you with instead of your impossible

situation and receive His suppl

of Il eftoverso i n ever yThasumply
is ther e not because we are good or deserving of it.

We are abundantly supplied in Christ because 2,000
years ago, Jesus chose to take our place and become
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a curse for us. He was cursed so that we ¢ ould be
bl essed. He cried out, AnMy Go

You forsaken Me?0 (Matthew 27|

you and | can say, 0 Mythddlka Yaue r
for Your abundant blessings in Jesus 0.

AAfter the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they
began to say, ASurely this 1is
come into the worldo (John 6:

The hearts and plans of the people are revealed next:
AJesus, knowing that they intended to come and make
Him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by
Himself6 (John 6:15) .

Jesus proceeded to walk on water (John 6:19), though

it remains uncertain whether anyone other than His
disciples witnessed this event. To summarize, Jesus

had recently healed all the sick among them,

multiplied loaves and fishes to feed a multitude

beyond the capacity of Little Caesars Arena, and

walked on water. Despite these remarkable signs, the
people still questioned, fiwhat sign then will you give
that we may see it and believe you? 0

It & an absurd statement and request and it reveals

their motive behind it is they want more (John 6:26)
You fed us last time,  You healed us before, what else
can You do for us?

The people missed the point of the miracles in the Old
Testamentastheyd idndét see t he ottlherOlde G
Testament miracles  to Jesus.

The people misquote the prophet Nehemiah when they
are talking to Jesus:




iour ancestors ate the manna i n
is written: OHe gavéleahem tboead

(John 6:31).

AYou gave them bread from Heave

(Nehemiah 9:15).

If you missed the error of the people Jesus points it
out in the next verse.

iJesus said to them, AVery
Moses who has given you the bread from Heaven, but

it is my Father who gives you the true bread from
Heaven. For the bread of God is the bread that comes
down from Heaven and gives life to the world (John
6:32 -33).

It is not Moses that gave you the bread from Heaven
and it is not from the Law that you will receive the
Bread of Life.  fiFor the bread of God is the bread that
comes down from Heaven and gives life to the world
(John 6:33).

The crowds saw the miracles and did not believe in
Jesus. It still happens today . The ultimate purpose of
the miracles is not physical salvation but spiritual
salvation. So, the people wanted a sign, but the signs
of the Old Testament were to point us to the Son.
Jesusd me diam beee. | B the manna from
Heaven 0.

truly

0
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Small Group Questions from Bethsaida

1. Reflecting on the crowd & request for a sign despite
witnessing Jesus' previous miracles, do you think they
still doubted Him? What might have been their
underlying motives?

2. In what ways might someone overlook or
misunderstand the signs and miracles that God
performsin their lives, similar to how the crowd
missed the significance of Jesus  dmiracles?

3. Discuss the contrast between how Jesus and his
disciples viewed the situation with the five loaves and
two fis h. How does this perspective shift impact our
faith and approach to challenges?

4. Jesus emphasized that it was not Moses who
provided the bread from Heaven, but God the Father.
What implications does it have for our spiritual
nourishment and salvation?

5. Discuss the ultimate purpose of miracles as
highlighted in this passage . How might the purpose of
miracles give us an answer as to why some miracles
seem to be delayed? See the story of Lazarus in John
11.




The Region of Perea
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APerea or Peraea Athe country
used mainly during the early Roman period for part of
ancient Transjordan. It lay broadly east of Judea and
Samaria, which were situated on the western side of

the Jordan River, and southwest of the Decapolis.

Perea was a slender piece  of land strip east of the
Jordan River. It stretched from Wadi Yabis to the north

to Wadi Mujib (Nahal Arnon) in the south. The region
extended from the Jordan River westwards to the
foothills eastward towards Amman (then known as
Philadelphia). Josephus notes that Perea & northern
boundary was near Pella, while to the east, it bordered
the territories of Gerasa and Philadelphia (both part of
the Decapolis) and Heshbon. To the south, it was
adjacent to the Land of Moab, with Machaerus

marking its southernmost fortress. Encompassing
roughly 2,625 square kilometers, Josephus was
accurate in stating that Perea surpassed Galilee in

size, as Galilee spanned approximately 2,200 square
kil ometlers. o

Perea is not directly named in the Bible. Itis

commonly alluded to, though,
or ffacrosso the Jordan (Matth
3:8; 10:1; Luke 6:17; John 1:28 1 29; 3:26; 10:40).

Both Jesus and John the Baptist traveled into Perea
during the time of their ministries, and the area was
under the jurisdiction of Herod the Great and, later,
Herod Antipas. The land of Moab is its southern
border, and its eastern limits reach to Arabia and

Sil bonitis, and besides to Phli

(Book 11, chapter 3.3).

151perea. www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perea
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The Old Testament states that the tribes of Gad,

Reuben, and the half -tribe of Manasseh occupied the
southern area of Perea, although it does not

specifically name the region (Joshua 1:12 -14). Many
commentators believe that the area of Perea is almost

identical to Gilead in the Old Testament, based on
Joshua229 , which states, RnSo the
Gadites and the half -tribe of Manasseh left the

Israelites at Shiloh in Canaan to return to Gilead, their

own | @%d. o

The normal route between Galilee and Judea took a

Jewish traveler through Perea (thus avoiding

Samaria). Jesus probably visited Perea during the part

of His ministry recorded in Luke 9:51 -18:34, although
there is also much activity in that section of Luke that
occurred outside of Perea. We know definit ively Jesus
visited Perea in Matthew 19:1 and John

10:40. Matt hew rel ates that Jesus
went into the region of Judea to the other side of the

Jordan. Large crowds followed Him, and He healed
them there.o

John the Baptist baptized people in Perea since
Scripture indicates that he performed baptisms in the
Jordan at Bethany, a Perean city (John 1:28, 3:26,
10:40). This Bethany is not to be confused with the

city where Martha and Mary lived, near Jerusalem.

Perea is also thought to be the burial place of John the
Baptist since he was  beheaded in the Perean city of
Machaerus, according to Josephus ( Antiquities of the
Jews, XVIII, 5.2)

52pwww.gotquestions.org/Perea-in-the-Bible.html
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Chapter 14
Bet hany beyond the Jordanods

153

153yww.jdtours.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Bethany-in-Jordan-1100x731.jpg
B4www.whc.unesco.org/uploads/thumbs/site_1446_0001-1200-630-
20150610115304.jpg
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Bethany beyond the Jordan

} d\ Pronunciation
Mediterranean Sonof [ Behth -uh- nee]

Sea Galilee Bethany is also
known as
Bethabara . This
name is mentioned
in the New
Testament in the
., Bethany beyond Gospel Of ‘]Ohn

the Jordan (John 1:28)_

Bethabara is

Do Son translated as
. ) Ahouse of t
km. f or. o

Jordan River

Jericho
L]

L]
Jerusalem

Bethany beyond the Jordan is the name used in some
translations of the Bible to distinguish it from the

Bethany near Jerusalem, where Lazarus was raised

from the dead. It emphasizes its location on the

eastern side of the Jordan River. 156

Al-Maghtas: This is the Arabic name for the site
believed to be the Biblical Bethany beyond the Jordan.

It means Abaptismod or AiI mmer sji

significance of the area as a site of religious rituals,
particularly the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist.
fiBethany beyond the Jordan (al -Maghtas) is the
officially recognized site where John the Baptist

B5www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g962/kjv/tr/0-1/
156www.biblicalarchaeology.org/wp-content/uploads/bethany-map.jpg
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baptized Jesus. It is also where Elijah is believed to
have ascended %o Heaven. o

The term ATransjordano refers t
east of the Jordan River in the Middle East. It is also

known as fAEast Banko due to its
the river. ThefApmeftns AdAcamwms s o
Abeyond, 0 so Transjordan essent.
the Jordan. o

Scriptural references that place Jesus in Bethany

beyond the Jordan:

John 1:28: fAThese things were d
beyond Jordan, where John was b

John 10: 4 MHe weitAwag again beyond Jordan
into the place where John at first baptized; and there
He abode. o

What is interesting to note is that John also baptized

at another place: ANow John al s
Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water,

and people were coming and bein
3:23) .

AThe Salim of this place is no
of Genesis 33:18, and some seven miles north is

6aenon which means fispringso at
FOr 6ah, which is the great high

157sarah Roller. Bethany beyond the Jordan. History Hit.
www.historyhit.com/locations/bethany-beyond-the-jordan/ November 24, 2020.
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Damieh ford for those coming from the east by the
way of Peniel and Succoth  .0'®

In ancient times, traveling from Galilee to Judea
involved crossing through Samaria, which was situated
between these two regions. However, due to the
animosity between Jews and Samaritans, many Jews
preferred to avoid Samaria altogether when traveling
between Galilee and Judea. Historically, Perea
provided a convenient route for travelers going
between Galilee and Judea. This route allowed them to
avoid Samaritan territory and potential conflicts.
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The route normally traveled by Jews is what makes
Jesusddirect route to Sychar to meet a Samaritan
woman so much more surprising.

John 4:4 -5 : ANow He had to go throu
He came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the

pl ot of ground Jacob had given
stating that Jesus had to go through Samaria, we
understand it to mean that this
will for Him, as Jesus had more than one route He

could have traveled.

Matthew 19 also places Jesus traveling through Perea.
AWhen Jesus had finished saying
Galilee and went into the region of Judea to the other

side of the Jordan. Large crowds followed him, and He

heal ed t he (Matthbwel®:& 0-2).

Since Jesus was in Galilee, crossing over to the other
side of the Jordan , would have place d Jesus in Perea.

Jesusd Lessons from Perea:
In the section of Matthew & Gospel from 19:1  -20:16,
there are several teachings and events that occur that
probably occurred in the region of Perea. Perea was
situated at the intersection of various cultures and
influences, including Jewish, Hellenistic, and

Nabatean. As a result, its population would likely have
exhibited cultural diversity, with elements of Jewish
religious practices and customs intertwined with

broader Hellenistic and regional influences. So, it is

not surprising that Jesus taught many different topics
while He traveled through the region on His way to
Jerusalem (Matthew 20:17).
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Teaching on divorce and marriage (Matthew 19:1  -12)
Jesus addresses questions from the Pharisees about
divorce. The Law of Moses provided for divorce, and
so the Pharisees wanted to know what the grounds for

di vorce were. AJesus, in an
the law of creation, that God had made both male and
female and had ordained that marriage should make
them Aone flesh.o0 Jesus, th
basic |l aw of creation and c
God hath joined together, |
(19:6).

The Pharisees then brought up the fact that the law of
Moses was more lenient. Jesus replied by indicating

that this was a concession to the hardness of their
hearts, but this was not Go
Accordingly, He repeated the principle laid down in

Matthew 5, that unless fornication breaks the

marriage, divorce and remarriage constitutes

adul t¥8rvy. 0

Blessing the children (Matthew 19:13  -15): Jesus
welcomes children brought to Him by their parents

and emphasizes the importance of childlike faith.

Many children who were brought to Him could not

even walk (Luke 18:15  -17). Luke uses the word
fibréphos 6 a n i B f lafants were brought to Jesus,
just as we too were  broughtto Jesus by God. fi No
can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws
them, and | wil/| rai se t(Bobm
6:44).

160John F. Walvoord. Jesus Ministers in Perea. Bible.org.
www.bible.org/seriespage/chapter-19-jesus-ministers-perea
16lwww.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g1025/kjv/tr/0-1/
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Babies brought to Jesus exemplify helplessness.
Frequently, we @&e been taught to perceive ourselves
as anything but helpless when it comes to our needs.
| t 6 s e adepya false gospel of self  -reliance,
believing that adhering to a specific formula ensures
blessings. Yet, the truth is that God aids those who
acknowledge their helplessness and simply come unto
Him for help . True faith resembles that of a child,
recognizing our utter dependenc
eagerness to assist us. The blessings awaiting those
who approach their heavenly Father with this humility
are immeasurable.

The rich young man (Matthew 19:16 -30): A rich
young man approaches Jesus, asking about inheriting
eternal life. Jesus tells him to sell his possessions, give
to the poor, and follow Him. This teaching leads to a
discussion about the difficulty for the rich to enter the
Kingdom of Heaven. Perea was home to individuals
from various socioeconomic backgrounds. Jesus o]
interaction with the rich young man would have
captivated both the wealth y and the impoverished in
Perea to consider their willingness to follow Jesus. The
key message is that salvation is only possible with

God (Matthew 19:26). This statement comes in the
context of Jesus 0Oconversation with the rich young
ruler, who approached Jesus seeking what he must do
to achieve eternal life

Jesusdencounter with the rich young ruler illustrates
the impossibility of entering the Kingdom of Heaven
based on self -effort or merit. Salvation is only possible
for those who trust in Jesus as th eir Savior. No
amount of wealth, good deeds, or personal
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righteousness can earn salvation. Instead, salvation is
made possible solely through the grace and power of
God. Itis a divine act, initiated by God & love and
accomplished through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus
Christ on the cross.

Jesus0 death and Resurrection
which salvation is made available to all who believe.

Through His sacrificial death, Jesus paid the penalty

for humanity & sins, reconciling us to God and offering
forgiveness and eternal life to all who repent (change

their m ind about their need for His salvation) and trust

in Him.

The parable of the workers inthe vineyard (Matthew
20:1 -16): Jesus tells a parable about workers in a
vineyard, highlighting Godoéds
principle of grace. This teaching highlights the main

point that came with salvation only being possible with

God and thr ough AGmutda imagery c e .
such as that found in this parable, would have been

familiar and relatable to the people of Perea, many of

whom were likely involved in farmi ng or vineyard

work. The parable & emphasis on God & generosity and
the principle of grace would have prepared the people

to receive His salvation.

ge



Jordan River - The Place Jesus was Baptized

162

Jordan River  Pronunciation: [Jor- Dan]

Location: fiThe Jordan River or River Jordan also

known as Nahr Al -Sharieat, isa 251 -kilomet er-long

(156 mile) river in the Middle East that flows roughly

north to south through the Sea of Galilee and onto the

Dead Sea. Jordan and the Golan Heights border the

river to the east, while Israel and the occupied West

Bank lie to the west. Both Jordan and the West Bank
derive their names in %elation

Lebanon

{ [easssa jordan 164

2

Degania Dam is the deepest part of the Jordan River

162yww.baptismsite.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/2008-03-16-at-19-33-15.jpg
163Jordan River. www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jordan_River

164 ww.smartwatermagazine.com/sites/default/files/images/jordan-river-wikipedia-
map.jpg
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The Jordan River was a great barrier and like most

great rivers, it serTheldrdaas a
River is 50 to 200 feet (15 T 60 meters) deep when
measured in its valley that the river has cut into the

plain. It is only around 17 feet (5.1 meters) deep

when measured along its flowing course. The river is,

at its widest, 60 feet (18.2 meters), whereas its valley

can be as wide as 10,000 feet (3,000 meters). The
river is indeed known as deep and wide but from a

historical standpoint. On average, the Jordan River is

33 feet (10 meters) wide and 6.5 feet (2 meters)

deep. You can even st &hld Biblinal
times there were no bridges over the Jordan. The river
formed the border of the Promised Land.

Here are some verses in the New Testament that
mention the Jordan River:

Matthew 35 -6: A Peopl e went out t
Baptist] from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole
region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were
baptized by him in the Jorda

Mark 1:5: AThe whole Judean
people of Jerusalem went out to him [John the

185www.vinnews.com/2018/11/05/degania-dam-israel-israel-sees-desalination-as-
sea-of-galilees-savior/

166 Jeremiah Wright. How Deep is the Jordan River? www.a-z-
animals.com/blog/how-deep-is-the-jordan-river/ May 30, 2023.
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Baptist]. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by
him in the Jordan River.o

Mark19 -10: AAt that time Jesus ca
in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. Just

as Jesus was coming up out of the water, He saw

Heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on

Him | i ke a dove.o

Luke 3:3: AHe [John the Baptist
country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of

repentance for the forgiveness
John 1:28: AThis al/l happened a
side of the Jordan, where John

See also (Luke 3:21 -22, and John 1:29 -34).

Old Testament Events in the Jordan River

The Jordan River is significant in the Old Testament
due to several key events:

1. Israelites Crossing into the Promised Land:

In Joshua 3, the Israelites, led by Josh ua, cross the
Jordan River to enter the Promised Land. The waters

of the river miraculously part, allowing the Israelites

to cross on dry ground, similar to the crossing of the

Red Sea during the time of Moses. This event marks

the beginning of the conquest of Canaan.

2. Elijah and Elisha:

In 2 Kings 2, the prophet Elijah is taken up to Heaven
in a whirlwind near the Jordan River, while his

successor, Elisha, witnesses the event. Elisha then

receives a double portion of Elijah & spirit and

performs miracles in the vicinity of the Jordan River,
including the parting of the waters (2 Kings 2:14).
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fiElisha and Joshua were commissioned on the far side

of the Jordan, and when Elisha re -crosses the Jordan
back into the promised | and,
conquest (2 Kings 9:6 -10, 10:20 -28). Like Joshua, he
follows the crossing by visiting Jericho 0 Joshua to
destroy it (Joshua 6:26) and Elisha to purify it (2

Kings 2:18 -22). Elisha is the new Joshua. Even their

names are similar: Elisha means fiGod is salvation 0,

and Joshua means fithe Lord saves a Elisha is following

in both Eljah and Joshuads f d%tsteps. o

3. Naaman & Healing:

In 2 Kings 5, Naaman, a commander of the Syrian
army, is healed of leprosy by the prophet Elisha. Elisha
instructs Naaman to dip himself seven times in the
Jordan River, and upon doing so, Naaman is
completely healed.

fAJoshua told the people, fACoN:;]
tomorrowthe LorDWI | | do amazing thi
(Joshua 3:5). This Old Testament text connects with

us in the New Testament in that God is still doing

things for us that surpass what we think possible

(Ephesians 3:20 ). The miraculous Jordan River parting
power of God is at work within us today .

When the whole nation had finished crossing the

Jordan,the Lorbsai d to Joshua, ACho
from among the people, one from each tribe, and tell

them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the

Jordan, from right where the priests are standing, and
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carry them over with you and put them down at the
place where you stay tonight 0 (Josh4Ba 4:1

The place the Israelites would stay is revealed in

(Joshua 4:19), Gilgal. The very first place the

Israelites stopped with Joshua when they crossed the
Jordan River was Gilgal.  Gilgal means the place of
rolling away of your shame  .1%® When we crossed over
the River Jordan into everlasting life in Christ (John
5:24) ,the very first place we cameto was the place
where God had rolled away all of our shame. What a
beautiful place torestin is the no condemnation in
Jesus (Romans 8:1).  The cross is the place where our
shame has been rolled away.

This is expressed directly in the way that God
commanded the Israelites to camp to form the image
of the cross (see Numbers 2)
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The tribes were divided into four groups, each with
three tribes. The Levites, who were responsible for the
tabernacle, camped around it. The other tribes
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